
When we see God with true sincerity of
heart and God passes us along our
way, it is only then that we will be able
to cry out, “Jesus, son of David, have
pity on me!” We have to truly want to
be healed by, and in union with, God in

order for us to reach out to him. If God
is only an abstract idea, theory, or
someone found in the pages of a
book, there is no motivation for a rela‐
tionship and no desire to seek him.
God needs to be real in order for faith

to be real. It’s all about the journey.
St. Augustine reminds us that “to

fall in love with God is the greatest ro‐
mance; to seek Him the greatest ad‐
venture; to find Him the greatest hu‐
man achievement.” We strive after
many things and mercy is not always
one of them. We think that we can find
fulfilment and healing in other things
only to discover that we are still short
and empty. From the moment human
beings were created, God has been
calling us and seeking us. He has been
walking right beside the human story
from the minute He first breathed life
into the first human soul. Are we able
to recognise God as He walks with us?
At some point we have to realise that
there is only one way to satisfy the
deepest longings of the human heart
and that is in relationship with our Cre‐
ator. We are called to this. However,
we make the huge error of thinking
that what we are hearing is coming
from somewhere else. We become
confused. Every human being would
certainly profit with wisdom if they
realised Who calls them and to Whom
they belong.
Then and only then will we realise

that it is only our Divine Master who
can give us true vision and heal us.
Once we recognise and reach out for
the merciful presence of our loving
Maker, we will be able to see with our
soul, understanding the true nature
and depth of all things. God’s mercy is
always available. It doesn’t matter
how far we have strayed or how blind
we become, God patiently waits to
console us, guide us and heal us. All
we need to do is desire Him. Once we
reach out, we also realise that there is
no greater love to be found than
God’s, no human adventure that
comes even close to the thrill of a spir‐
itual search, and no human achieve‐
ment even remotely as satisfying as
union with Him. This is where we be‐
long. This is salvation.

First Reading
I will gather them from the ends of the
world, with the blind and the lame in
their midst. (Jer 31:8)

Psalm
What marvels the Lord worked for us!
Indeed we were glad. (Ps 125)

Second Reading
No one takes this honour upon himself
but only when called by God, just as
Aaron was. (Heb 5:4)

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
anyone who follows me will have the
light of life.
Alleluia!

Gospel
The blind man replied to him, “Master, I
want to see.” Jesus told him, “Go your
way; your faith has saved you.” (Mk
10:46-52)

Giving as God does
Ask yourself this question — what
would you pray for if you really be‐
lieved God could and would do any‐
thing for you? In my experience, we all
have something. We all have that mir‐
acle we’re afraid to request, afraid we

will be disappointed.
Do we doubt God’s readiness to

give because we ourselves have such
an imperfect understanding of charity
and love? Maybe if we had better faith
in God we would be more ready to
give of ourselves — and maybe if we
were more ready to give of ourselves,
we would understand more clearly the
ways of God.

Because we’re not really afraid that
God can’t do something. We know He
can do anything. What we’re afraid of
is that He will do what He always does:
give us what we need, not what we
want.

Have you ever had a friend in need
and you just wanted to give them
something — a meal, a phone call, a
text? Not because you knew it would

help, but simply because you wanted
to reach out. And have they ever said
to you: It wasn’t so much what you
gave, but the fact that you did. You
gave them what they needed even if it
wasn’t what they specifically asked
for.
When we give in this manner, we are

giving as God does. Sometimes we
are afraid to ask because we don’t
want to be disappointed. But remem‐
ber, the blind man on the road got
what he asked for, but he would have
gotten what he needed even if his an‐
swer had been the opposite. God’s
generosity is always reckless, and it’s
always perfect.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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Reflecting on the Gospel

“To fall in
love with
God is the
g r e a t e s t
romance;
to seek
Him the
g r e a t e s t
adventure;
to find Him
t h e
g r e a t e s t
h u m a n
a c h i e v e ‐
m e n t . ”
T h e s e
words of
St. Au‐
gustine are
timeless. Every human being would
certainly profit with wisdom if they
realised Who calls them and to Whom
they belong. There is only one way to
satisfy the deepest longing of the hu‐
man heart and that is in relationship
with our Creator. When we seek God
with true sincerity of heart and God
passes us along our way, we will cry
out, “Jesus, Son of David, have pity on
me!” We will instinctively know that it
is only our Divine Master who can re‐
store our sight and heal us. The blind
man fell in love with Jesus, embarked
upon this life-saving adventure to
reach him and achieved a goal many
have only remotely thought possible.
This is mercy in action. No matter how
far we stray or how blind we become
God patiently waits to console us,
guide us, and heal us. All we need to
do is desire Him with all our heart.
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We’re starting a preparation program for the Sacrament of Confirmation on 2 November at 4pm at St
Mary’s Hall. It is open to young people from Years 9, 10 and 11. Parents need to register their children
online at sunderlandcatholic.com where you can also find more details.
We look forward to seeing you after Half Term!



Announcements

24 THIRTIETH
SUNDAY (B)
MISSION SUNDAY
Ps Wk 2

25 Monday

26 Tuesday
Sts. Chad & Cedd

27 Wednesday

28 Sts Simon & Jude

29 Friday

30 Saturday
The Martyrs of Douai
College

31 ALL SAINTS’ DAY

Jer 31:7-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Heb 5:1-6/Mk 10:46-52

10.30 Mass St Mary’s Janet Atkinson (RIP)
17.00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish
18.30 Parish Pastoral Council St Mary’s

Rom 8:12-17/Ps 68:2 and 4, 6-7ab, 20-21 [21a]/Lk 13:10-17

08.00 Breakfast with God Mercy Chapel & Upper Room
12.05 Requiem Mass St Mary’s Liz Rodwell
17.00 RCICCA Upper Room
18.30 Alpha St Mary’s Catholic Centre
20.00 Prayer Group St Cecilia’s Hall

Rom 8:18-25/Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6 [3a]/Lk 13:18-21

12.05 Mass St Mary’s Johanna Dunn (RIP)
12.45 Over 60’s St Mary’s Hall

Rom 8:26-30/Ps 13:4-5, 6 [6a]/Lk 13:22-30

11.00 Open for Students Upper Room open until 2pm
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Peter McDonnell (RIP) & family

Eph 2:19-22/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5a]/Lk 6:12-16

10.00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10.30 Open House St Mary’s
10.30 Mass St Cecilia’s Paul Harrison (RIP)
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Shaun Dover (RIP)

Rom 9:1-5/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/Lk 14:1-6

12.05 Mass St Mary’s Michael Warren (anniv) (RIP)
18.00 Evening with Jesus & Friends Mercy Chapel & Upper Room

Rom 11:1-2a, 11-12, 25-29/Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 17-18 [14a]/Lk 14:1, 7-11

10.15 Confessions St Mary’s
11.00 Mass St Mary’s Florence McDonald (RIP)
12.00 RCIA St Mary’s Catholic Centre
18.00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s Kathleen Blackmore (RIP)

Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 6]/1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a

10.30 Mass St Mary’s John Sheehy (RIP)
17.00 Mass St Mary’s LizRodwell (RIP)
18.30 Parish Pastoral Council St Mary’s

Mission Sunday
This Sunday is Mission Sunday, an important celeb‐
ration for the Universal Church, but particularly im‐
portant also for our parish as our priests are Mill Hill
Missionaries from different countries and whom
have worked in different countries before coming to
Sunderland. We’ve organised several activities this
weekend so we can share more about the Church’s
mission ‘to make disciples of all nations.’ After the
Vigil Mass in St Cecilia’s and 10.30 Mass in St
Mary’s there’ll be tea and coffee and a chance to
learn more about the missionary experiences of our
priests. We’d love to see you there!
This Sunday at 6.30pm in the Cathedral there’s a

special Mass for Mission Sunday with Bishop
Robert, the Mill Hill Missionaries and Missio.
Our parish reflects the face of the Church: interna‐

tional and multi-cultural. Every time we gather we
are celebrating the work of missionaries over the
past 2000 that has brought the faith to every corner
of the world. That work, however, is not over. Join us
in praying for this essential part of our faith.

Mission Appeal
Thank-you everyone who gave so generously to Sis‐
ter Anne’s mission appeal last week. If you would
still like to make a donation we will make sure it is
forwarded to sister.

No Children’s Liturgy
There’s no children’s liturgy this week or next be‐
cause of half term. Our catechists deserve a well-
earned break!
We’d love to be able to start children’s liturgy at

the Saturday evening Mass at St Cecilia’s but we
don’t have any catechists. We would help with sup‐
port, training and materials. All you need is enthusi‐
asm and a desire to say ‘yes’ to Jesus!

Remembering our Faithful Departed
Envelopes for November Masses for the dead are
available at the back of the churches.
On Friday, 26 November at 6.30pm there will be a

special parish celebration of remembrance particu‐
larly for those who have died since the start of the
pandemic. More details to follow.

First Reading: The prophet Jeremiah foreshadowed
the joy that Israel would experience when the Lord
delivers them from captivity in Babylon. What are
some upcoming events you anticipate celebrating in
the name of the Lord?
Second Reading: The author of Hebrews tells us
that God glorified Christ by making him “high
priest.” What are some gifts that you have received
from God?
Gospel: Jesus heard and responded to the desper‐
ate pleas of the blind man, Bartimaeus. What wor‐
ries or fears do you need to bring to the Lord?

I love the fact that we have a saint for hopeless
causes: St Jude. It’s wonderful to think that even
when we are feeling utterly hopeless and alone,
we’re not: St Jude is there with us and praying away
on our behalf.
Christianity, of course, is a religion of hope and

our major feast days are celebrations of the victory
of hope over hopelessness: both Christmas and

Easter.
Hope, however, shouldn’t be confused with wish‐

ful-thinking. That’s all about ignoring reality and pre‐
tending things are different to how they actually are.
Hope, on the other hand, embraces the truth of our
current difficulties or situation and says to us,
‘Christ’s love is stronger even than this.’
Hope reminds us that whatever comes
our way the last word is going to belong
to Jesus and that word is ‘life!’
Whatever life brings you this week, re‐
member you’ve got a friend in St Jude.
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Bernadette, Jean
Maureen, Christopher,
Paula, Peter, Emilia,
Jean, Teresa, Cath
and Norman, the sick
sisters at Oaklea,
David, Marion, Dave,
Neil, Paul, Andrew

Patricia Rutter
Kathleen Blackmore
Sheila Wilson
Mother Enda
Liz Rodwell
James Hurst
John Paul Hurst

If you would like a
name added to our
prayer list, please
email or call the parish
office.

Question: I have a friend
who receives commu‐
nion, but who I know for
a fact is in a state of mor‐
tal sin. Should I tell our
priest? Is it my respons‐
ibility to say something?
Answer: While we may

always want to do what is best for our friends and
family members, we have a responsibility to respect
their privacy and their conscience. In its reflections
on the Eighth Commandment (“You shall not bear
false witness against your neighbour”), the Catech‐
ism of the Catholic Church states, “Respect for the
reputation of persons forbids every attitude and
word likely to cause them unjust injury. [One] be‐
comes guilt: -of rash judgment who, even tacitly, as‐
sumes as true, without sufficient foundation, the
moral fault of a neighbour; -of detraction who,
without objectively valid reason, discloses another’s
faults and failings to persons who do not know
them; of calumny who, by remarks contrary to the
truth, harms the reputation of others and gives oc‐
casion for false judgments concerning them” (no.
2477).
We will never truly know what is in a person’s

mind, heart, and soul; only God knows those things.
We should, of course, take our concerns to God and
entrust the person about whom we are concerned to
God’s grace and mercy. If we have concerns about
the spiritual wellbeing of someone with whom we
are close, we should go to the person themselves
and talk about our fears and concerns. Unless it is a
case of abuse or endangerment (which we have a
moral and even legal responsibility to report to the
appropriate authorities), we ultimately do not have
the freedom to share another’s persons faults or
sins, however good we think our intentions might be
.knowing that God is with us.

This Week

Flock Notes

Why do we do that?

Saint of the Week
St. Peter of Alcantara | Feast Day
October 26
St. Peter of Alcantara was born in Al‐
cantara, Spain in 1499. His father was
the Governor of the province and his
mother came from a noble family. He
was privately tutored and attended the
University of Salamanca. After he re‐
turned home from university, he was

accepted as a Franciscan Friar of the Stricter Ob‐
servance in 1515. He was ordained as a priest in
1524 and in 1525 he became Guardian of the friary
of St. Mary of the Angels.
Throughout his life, St. Peter of Alcantara took up his
spiritual cross and preached with great success to
the poor, but also spend much of his time in
solitude. From 1553 to early 1555, he spent this time
alone in meditation and prayer. Soon following, St.
Peter made a pilgrimage to Rome, barefoot the en‐
tire way. While in Rome he obtained permission from
Pope Julius III to establish friaries.
St. Peter was known for frequently experiencing ec‐
stasy, a state where he was entirely consumed with
the warmth and light of the Holy Spirit. These eu‐
phoric moments were common during his prayer
and meditation.
When he was near death, St. Peter took to his knees
and prayed. When he was offered water, he refused
it, saying, "Even my Lord Jesus Christ thirsted on
the Cross." He died while in prayer on October 18,
1562. On April 18, 1622, he was declared blessed by
Pope Gregory XV and later canonized by Pope
Clement IX on April 28, 1669.

Questions for the Week


