
On December 10, 1979, a very petite
holy woman known as Mother Teresa
of Calcutta spoke these words in her
Nobel Peace Prize Acceptance
Speech, “But I am sure in the families
and many of our homes, maybe we are
not hungry for a piece of bread, but
maybe there is somebody there in the
family who is unwanted, unloved, un‐
cared, forgotten, there isn’t love. Love
begins at home. And love to be true
has to hurt. I never forget a little child
who taught me a very beautiful lesson.
They heard in Calcutta, the children,
that Mother Teresa had no sugar for
her children, and this little one, Hindu
boy four years old, he went home and
he told his parents: I will not eat sugar
for three days, I will give my sugar to
Mother Teresa. How much a little child
can give. After three days they brought
into our house, and there was this little
one who could scarcely pronounce my
name, he loved with great love, he

loved until it hurt. And this is what I
bring before you, to love one another
until it hurts, but don’t forget that there
are many children, many children,
many men and women who haven’t
got what you have. And remember to
love them until it hurts.”
Living authentically and walking

with holiness always involves sacrifice.
It has to hurt. Only actions springing
from true and deep sacrifice demon‐
strate true integrity. Without sacrifice,
even what is apparently a generous
gesture can be nothing. It is no wonder
that the widow who contributed from
her poverty received great admiration
from Jesus and the young child in our
story above the interest of Mother
Teresa. It is easy to make the houses of
our lives look like they are in perfect
order when in fact they are in
shambles within. Religion can some‐
times make this hypocritical masquer‐
ade easy to accomplish. We can find

ourselves in all the right holy places,
reciting all of the correct prayers, par‐
ticipating in community collections,
and reciting the proper doctrines only
to find ourselves empty, shallow, self-
focused, and overly anxious about
personal concerns.
The one who learns to discover their

inner poverty, their spiritual poverty, is
the only one who can truly place him
or herself at the mercy of God. It is
only when we allow ourselves to be
empty that we realise Who we actually
need to fill us. This is the real meaning
of trust. Many of us are afraid to take
the plunge. We allow ourselves to de‐
tach from only so much, always keep‐
ing a watchful eye on the protection of
our securities. We understand the
value of poverty, but we do not want to
become too poor. As long as we are
able to recognise this tension, our re‐
luctance to let go and our struggle, we
can continue our journey of humbly
learning how to love so deeply that it
hurts. God understands and waits.

First Reading
She left and did as Elijah had said.
She was able to eat for a year, and he
and her son as well; the jar of flour did
not go empty, nor the jug of oil run dry,
as the LORD had foretold through Elijah.
(1 Kgs 17:15-16)

Psalm
My soul, give praise to the Lord. (Ps
145)

Second Reading
But now once for all he has appeared at
the end of the ages to take away sin by
his sacrifice. (Heb 9:26)

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Even if you have to die, says the Lord,
keep faithful, and I will give you the
crown of life. Alleluia!

Gospel
"Amen, I say to you, this poor widow put
in more than all the other contributors to
the treasury. For they have all
contributed from their surplus wealth but
she, from her poverty, has contributed all
she had, her whole livelihood." (Mk
12:43-44)

The Look
Have you ever made the mistake of
telling your spouse that you’re out of
something — only to see them re‐

spond with The Look? Then you real‐
ise it: of course, he or she knows
you’re out of butter. They knew it be‐
fore a butter shortage was even a blip
on your radar.
We might go to the fridge and

lament the complete lack of ketchup.
Then someone moves a couple items
and show us the ketchup that so sav‐
agely eluded us just moments before.
Sometimes, we all have “the look”

when dealing with God. We tell Him
our stores are empty. “I’m out, God! I
can’t do any more! Can’t give any
more. Can’t take any more. It’s all
gone.” But we forget: God is the
keeper of our stores. He is the one

who fills them, and the one who
watches as they empty.
See, we don’t know how much we

are capable of loving. We don’t know
how much we are capable of serving.
We don’t know how much we are cap‐
able of hoping. We see everything with
spouse eyes. Only our Creator truly
knows the limits of His creation.
Do you ever make the mistake of

telling God “I’m done”? Be careful the
next time you do. Chances are, He’s
far from finished working.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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It all really
boils down
to a matter
of the
heart, and
actions do
s p e a k
louder than
words. We
c a n n o t
hide from
the truth. A
p r o b l e m
with reli‐
gion is that
it is pos‐
sible for
someone
to make
everything appear to be right when ac‐
tually it is not. We can say all of the
right prayers, perform all of the pro‐
scribed rituals, claim that we adhere to
orthodox doctrines and still lead a dis‐
torted, empty and sometimes pitiful
life. Only actions springing from true
and deep sacrifice demonstrate true
integrity. Without sacrifice, even the
noblest looking actions can amount to
nothing. It is no wonder, then, that the
widow who contributed from her
poverty received great admiration
from Jesus. While it may not always
appear to be the case, God has a spe‐
cial care and regard for those who de‐
pend upon him in times of trouble and
want. Only the person who is truly
poor is the only one who can see this.
Because of a lack of trust, the one who
has much is afraid to take a risk and
sees only what they possess as their
only security.
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Announcements

7 THIRTY-SECOND
SUNDAY (B)
Ps Wk 4

8 Monday

9 Dedication of the
Lateran Basilica

10 Wednesday
St Leo the Great

11 Thursday
St Martin of Tours

12 Friday
St Josaphat

13 Saturday

14 THIRTY-THIRD
SUNDAY (B)

1 Kgs 17:10-16/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 [1b]/Heb 9:24-28/Mk 12:38-44 or 12:41-44

10.30 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Teresa Dunn
17.00 Mass St Mary’s Luke Townsend (RIP)
18.30 Parish Pastoral Council St Mary’s

Wis 1:1-7/Ps 139:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8, 9-10 [24b]/Lk 17:1-6

08.00 Breakfast with God Mercy Chapel & Upper Room
12.05 Mass St Mary’s June Rose Hodgson (RIP)
17.00 RCICCA Upper Room
18.30 Alpha St Mary’s Catholic Centre
20.00 Prayer Group St Cecilia’s Hall

Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [5]/1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22

12.05 Mass St Mary’s Hetty Gray (RIP)
12.45 Over 60’s St Mary’s Hall
16.00 Confirmation Class St Mary’s Hall

Wis 6:1-11/Ps 82:3-4, 6-7 [8a]/Lk 17:11-19

11.00 Open for Students Upper Room open until 2pm
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Tom Haley (RIP)

Wis 7:22b—8:1/Ps 119:89, 90, 91, 130, 135, 175 [89a]/Lk 17:20-2

10.00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10.30 Open House St Mary’s
10.30 Mass St Cecilia’s Ints of a Good Samaritan
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Dec’d members of Ward family

Wis 13:1-9/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5ab [2a]/Lk 17:26-37

12.05 Mass St Mary’s Fr Joseph Burton MHM (RIP)
18.00 Evening with Jesus & Friends Mercy Chapel & Upper Room

Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9/Ps 105:2-3, 36-37, 42-43 [5a]/Lk 18:1-8

10.15 Confessions St Mary’s
11.00 Mass St Mary’s Bill Murray (anniv.) (RIP)
12.00 RCIA St Mary’s Catholic Centre
18.00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s Pat Rutter (RIP)

Dn 12:1-3/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Heb 10:11-14, 18/Mk 13:24-32

10.30 Mass St Mary’s Dead of both World Wars
17.00 Mass St Mary’s Liz Rodwell (RIP)
18.30 Parish Pastoral Council St Mary’s

Confirmation Program
Our confirmation program started last Tuesday. Un‐
fortunately, it was oversubscribed and a number of
young people were unable to attend this round.
We’re limited by the ratio of catechists to parti‐
cipants and the capacity of the hall.
We’re sorry that some of you were unable to join

this time round. We’ll be running the program again
after Easter so you will get the chance to receive the
sacrament this academic year.

November Lists for the Dead
Envelopes for Masses for the dead are available at
the back of the churches. Please put the names of
your deceased loved ones in an envelope and hand
them in at the time of the collection.

Requiem Mass for Parishioners
On Friday, 26 November at 6.30pm there will be a
special Mass of remembrance for everyone who has

died during the pandemic as well as all our faithful
departed. We have celebrated over 80 funerals in
this parish since the first lockdown and restrictions
on funerals were introduced. This Mass will be an
opportunity to remember in particular those who
have died and their families who were unable to cel‐
ebrate a full funeral.

Prayer for the Faithful Departed
Good and faithful God, you have given us so many
people in our lives that have given us joy and solace.
On this day we ask you to remember our dearly de‐
parted, especially N. Keep them close to you as we
all wait for that day when we all will come and wor‐
ship in your presence. We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Red Mission Boxes
Thanks to everyone who made the Mission Sunday
celebration so special. If you have a red box that
needs emptying please bring it to Mass and Maur‐
een Galbraith or Bill Mellish will count it for you and
give it back.

First Reading: In the story of the initial encounter
between Elijah and the widow, we see the widow re‐
warded for her courage and faith. When has your
faith resulted in a positive outcome?
Second Reading: The reading from Hebrews fo‐
cuses on Jesus’ sacrificial death on earth, his inter‐
cession for us from heaven, and his eventual return
at the end of time. Who do you know needs to hear
this succinct summary of our faith in Christ?
Gospel: In the Gospel reading we hear Jesus criti‐
cise the scribes for their hypocrisy and praise the
widow for her generosity. How do you ensure your
actions and faith are authentic?

There’s a Nigerian proverb that goes: ‘It’s the heart
that gives, the fingers just let go.’ I think there’s a lot
of wisdom in those words. Too often, it seems, we
are concerned with question ‘how much?’ How
much must I give? How much would be appropri‐
ate? How much should I keep back for myself?
Love, however, isn’t something that you can

quantify with numbers, not that that stops us from
trying to sometimes. Love isn’t measured in bank
balances or investments, it isn’t even measured in

how much you put in the collection–despite what
some parish priests might say!
The gospel today tells us that God doesn’t count

how much money we move from our wallets or
purses; God is far more interested in how much love
we move from our hearts. The widow gave more
precisely because she gave everything from her
heart. Unlike money, with love the more you give
away the more you have: a lot like the
widow’s jug of oil in the first reading. Like
that jug, God is always ready to refill our
hears with love, which means if we
have to ask ‘how much’ the answer is
‘everything’.
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Bernadette, Jean
Maureen, Christopher,
Paula, Peter, Emilia,
Jean, Teresa, Cath
and Norman, the sick
sisters at Oaklea,
David, Marion, Dave,
Neil, Paul, Andrew,
Jacob, Stella

Liz Rodwell
James Hurst
John Paul Hurst
Thomas Russell
Mary Cooke

If you would like a
name added to our
prayer list, please
email or call the parish
office.

Question: Can you ex‐
plain what we mean by a
vocation or calling? I
have heard this term
used in many different
contexts and am not
sure what it means.
Does it apply to religious

life?
Answer: A vocation or calling refers to a spiritual ex‐
perience whereby a person senses within oneself
the closeness of God and what he is asking in one's
life. It is a realisation of what one's part in God's plan
could be. Vocation comes in all kinds of ways. Some
are as dramatic as St. Paul's, being knocked off his
horse, blinded, and hearing God's voice. Others are
less dramatic, often occurring over time through
little events and personal interests. Others happen in
a hurry, accompanied by great spiritual insight or
conversion. We often think that this applies to reli‐
gious vocation, but in fact, every Christian has a vo‐
cation, a calling to serve others in and through the
church. Whether married or single, religious or lay,
we are all called to live out our baptismal commit‐
ment to preach and teach the Gospel message.
Each of us has our role to play in God's plan, and we
become coworkers with God in the work of redemp‐
tion. With a little confidence, a willing spirit and
God's grace, we can and will respond to his unique
call.

This Week

Flock Notes

Why do we do that?

Saint of the Week
St. Frances Xavier Cab‐
rini | Feast Day Novem‐
ber 13
St. Frances Xavier Cab‐
rini (1850 – 1917) was the
first United States citizen
to become a saint.
Known for her deep trust
in God, she was a cour‐
ageous woman doing the
work of Christ.
Her life of service

began when she was first
refused admission to the
religious order which had
educated her to be a
teacher. Not one to take

things face value, she instead focused her charit‐
able work at the House of Providence Orphanage in
Cadogno, Italy, and in 1877, professed vows there
and took the religious habit.
When the bishop closed the orphanage in 1880,

he named St. Frances Xavier Cabrini prioress of the
Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart. However,
she had a dream she was determined to fulfil. Since
her early childhood, she had dreamed of being a
missionary in China. Pope Leo XIII, however, urged
her to see the need in the west. She traveled with six
of her fellow religious sisters to New York City,
where they worked with the thousands of Italian im‐
migrants residing there.
Although she experienced many disappointments

during this time, she persevered. When she arrived
in New York, the house intended to be her first
orphanage in the United States was not available.
Rather than come back to Italy and the order she
oversaw, she instead found a way to establish that
orphanage elsewhere — plus a few more. Through‐
out her life, she is known for founding 67 institutions
dedicated to caring for the poor, the abandoned, the
uneducated, and the sick. She died of malaria in her
own Columbus Hospital in Chicago in 1917.

Questions for the Week


