
“And then they will see ‘the Son of Man
coming in the clouds’ with great power
and glory.” Take a moment to ponder
these words from today’s Gospel.
How does this image make you feel?
For people to truly understand the sig‐
nificance of this message, something
profound has to happen within. If we
find ourselves reacting with a sense of
dread or fear, we have to step back
and ask why. Our answer will reveal a
great deal about our relationship with
God. It’s hard to fall in love with a God
of whom we are afraid. God does not
want us to be afraid. Nor does He
want us to align our wills to His in or‐
der to avoid some kind of horrendous
eternal consequence. That sounds like
too much of a superficial power play
on the part of God who continues to
seek out His children in love.
In order for these words to carry any

type of significant meaning for us, they
have to resonate with and touch us on
a deeper level. They have to be able to
connect some dots and have meaning
for us in order for this promise to
change our lives. Sometimes we get
preoccupied with the uncertainty of
our deaths. Not knowing when or how
we will eventually die can be unset‐
tling. But, more so than needing an an‐
swer to the “when” of death, the
“what” of death answer we provide has
more significance. What happens to
us when we die? Whether we die dur‐
ing the natural course of our lives or
when Christ comes again, the experi‐
ence is the same. If we believe that we
are meant to live in union with God
eternally and that death completes
and does not diminish us, then it is
worth our time and effort to wait in vi‐
gilant hope of the Lord’s coming in

glory. Our journey back to God is
something beautiful to be desired, not
dreaded or feared.
Sadly, many folks believe that life is

no more than a random occurrence
without any purposeful direction or
meaning. Death is simply death and
nothing more. For them, the Second
Coming of Christ and God’s eternal
promise have no meaning. When we
understand the truth about who we
are, it changes things up. We then can
see ourselves as works in progress
who have the choice to either resist
the inspirations of the Divine Artist or
give into the wonderful creativity of His
will. Life awaiting the fullness of Christ
to come becomes an unfolding of Di‐
vine surprises and abundant joy. God
is eternally merciful, forgiving, and
welcoming. It is only when we directly
reject this gift and turn our backs on
Love itself that we have anything to
fear.

First Reading
“But the wise shall shine brightly like the
splendour of the firmament, and those
who lead the many to justice shall be like
the stars forever." (Dn 12:3)

Psalm
Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you.
(Ps 15)

Second Reading
For by one offering he has made perfect
forever those who are being
consecrated. (Heb 10:14)

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Stay awake and stand ready, because
you do not know the hour when the Son
of Man is coming. Alleluia!

Gospel
“And then they will see ‘the Son of Man
coming in the clouds’ with great power
and glory, and then he will send out the
angels and gather his elect from the four
winds, from the end of the earth to the
end of the sky.” (Mk 13:26-27)

Giving Until it Hurts
In the time of Christ, sacrifice was
nothing new to the Jewish people. The
Israelites were experts at sacrifice. So,
after centuries of every kind of offering
imaginable, what was so special about

Christ’s? What made it so different
from the sacrifices offered by the
Levitical priests for centuries before
his death?
Well, to adequately answer that

question would consume whole
volumes. And, of course, the first and
most important reason is that Christ
was the son of God and the saviour of
the world, not a random (if “unblem‐
ished”) lamb offering. It was only by
the blood of Christ that we could be
redeemed.
But another answer is this: Christ’s

sacrifice cost him. In fact, it cost him
everything. The offerings made by the
Israelites through their priests cost
them too, of course. They gave of their
flocks, of their household stores, of

their wealth. But Christ gave differ‐
ently. He gave of himself. He gave until
it was all gone.
Such is the highest form of steward‐

ship: the gift of self to the point of dis‐
comfort. It can take a multitude of
forms and I am not saying we are all
called to be nailed to the cross. In fact,
for most of us, our gifts will not involve
physical discomfort at all. But cer‐
tainly, stewardship demands discom‐
fort. It demands that we go against our
human nature of putting ourselves
first, of thinking primarily of our own
needs and desires. And most of all, it
demands love. For that, above all else,
distinguished the gift Christ gave us.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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Reflecting on the Gospel

Every hu‐
man being
asks and
answers a
very im‐
portant ex‐
i s t e n t i a l
ques t i on .
What hap‐
pens to us
when we
die? The
answer we
provide will
determine
how we
chart the
course of
our exist‐
ence. It will also determine whether
the Second Coming of Christ will be of
any concern to us. For many, life is
simply a random occurrence with no
significant intention or meaning about
it. For these people, their eventual
death, and the end of the earth as they
know it, have little importance beyond
their personal consequences. But, for
people of faith our natural death and
the Second Coming of Christ have
huge implications. It is to these things
that our faith speaks volumes and can
bring a keen understanding and direc‐
tion that the secular world simply can‐
not provide. This is where the call to
vigilance and the primordial virtues of
faith, hope, and love become useful
and meaningful. We are works in pro‐
gress who can either resist the inspira‐
tions of the Divine Artist or give into
the wonderful surprising creativity of
his will.
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Announcements

14 THIRTY-THIRD
SUNDAY (B)
Ps Wk 1

15 Monday
St Albert the Great

16 Tuesday
St Edmund of Abingdon

17 Wednesday
St Leo the Great

18 Thursday

19 Friday

20 Saturday

21 OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST,
UNIVERSAL KING
(B)

Dn 12:1-3/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Heb 10:11-14, 18/Mk 13:24-32

10.30 Mass St Mary’s Dead of the World Wars
17.00 Mass St Mary’s Liz Rodwell (RIP)
18.30 Parish Stewardship Committee St Mary’s

1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63/Ps 119:53, 61, 134, 150, 155, 158 [cf. 88]/Lk 18:35-43

08.00 Breakfast with God Mercy Chapel & Upper Room
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Paula Gibson
17.00 RCICCA Upper Room
18.30 Alpha St Mary’s Catholic Centre
20.00 Prayer Group St Cecilia’s Hall

2 Mc 6:18-31/Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [6b]/Lk 19:1-10

12.05 Mass St Mary’s Sal & Tony Schofield (RIP)
12.45 Over 60’s St Mary’s Hall
16.00 Confirmation Class St Mary’s Hall

2 Mc 7:1, 20-31/Ps 17:1bcd, 5-6, 8b and 15 [15b]/Lk 19:11-28

11.00 Open for Students Upper Room open until 2pm
12.05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Rita Hassett (88th)

1 Mc 2:15-29/Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15 [23b]/Lk 19:41-44

10.00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10.30 Open House St Mary’s
10.30 Mass St Cecilia’s Sr M Enda (RIP)
12.05 Mass St Mary’s William Cheal (RIP)

1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59/1 Chron 29:10bcd, 11abc, 11d-12a, 12bcd [13b]/Lk 19:45-487

12.05 Mass St Mary’s John Lithgoe (RIP)
18.00 Evening with Jesus & Friends Mercy Chapel & Upper Room

1 Mc 6:1-13/Ps 9:2-3, 4 and 6, 16 and 19 [cf. 16a]/Lk 20:27-408

10.15 Confessions St Mary’s
11.00 Mass St Mary’s Peter Sassi (RIP)
12.00 RCIA St Mary’s Catholic Centre
18.00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s Cathy Blackmore (RIP)

Dn 7:13-14/Ps 93:1, 1-2, 5 [1a]/Rv 1:5-8/Jn 18:33b-37

10.30 Mass St Mary’s Caroline & Bernard Purdy (RIP)
17.00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

November Lists for the Dead
Envelopes for Masses for the dead are available at
the back of the churches. Please put the names of
your deceased loved ones in an envelope and hand
them in at the time of the collection.

Requiem Mass for Parishioners
On Friday, 26 November at 6.30pm there will be a
special Mass of remembrance for everyone who has
died during the pandemic as well as all our faithful
departed. We have celebrated over 80 funerals in
this parish since the first lockdown and restrictions
on funerals were introduced. This Mass will be an
opportunity to remember in particular those who
have died and their families who were unable to cel‐
ebrate a full funeral.

Sisters’ Mission Appeal
St Anne Moore who made a mission appeal a few

weeks ago has asked me to pass on her thanks for
the generosity of our communities. We raised a total
of £1,363 that will go to support the work of mission‐
ary sisters all over the world. Thank you!

Red Mission Boxes
Thanks to everyone who made the Mission Sunday
celebration so special. If you have a red box that
needs emptying please bring it to Mass and Maur‐
een Galbraith or Bill Mellish will count it for you and
give it back.

Feeding the Homeless
Thanks to your generosity every day we feed a
dozen or more people at the presbytery door and
every Thursday OpenHouse offers a warm welcome
and a hot meal to the needy. This only happens be‐
cause of you! As the winter cold begins to bite
please continue to pray for the people of our city
who struggle to put a roof over their heads and who
find themselves on the streets.

First Reading: The prophet Daniel foresees a time of
“unsurpassed distress” where all receive divine
judgement of either everlasting life or everlasting
disgrace. Do thoughts of the end times bring you
comfort or concern?
Second Reading: The author of Hebrews continues
to emphasise Jesus’ death as the definitive and final
sacrificial offering for sins. Why do you think this is a
central theme in the Letter to the Hebrews?
Gospel: Jesus speaks of his Second Coming at the
end of time and warns his disciples: “Be watchful!
Be alert!” How are you preparing for judgment day?

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let per‐
petual light shine upon them; may they rest in peace.
That prayer seems to be on our lips a little more of‐
ten this month. Have you ever wondered, though,
what exactly we’re praying for when we ask for
‘eternal rest’ for our loved ones?

I wonder if sometimes we equate ‘eternal rest’
with some sort of blissful unconsciousness, as
though our faithful departed were asleep and com‐
pletely unaware. That’s not the intention of the
prayer, however. ‘Eternal rest’ evokes the rest that

God took on the seventh day of creation. He cer‐
tainly didn’t fall asleep and he wasn’t blissfully un‐
aware or unconscious. The sense of the scriptures is
that God to a step back to admire all that he had
done: he rested in the satisfaction of all that he had
made.
This is what we pray for when we ask for our faith‐

ful departed to enjoy eternal rest. We’re asking for
them to experience that same satisfaction looking
back on their lives that God felt on the sev‐
enth day.
The same, of course, applies for us.

The eternal rest we hope to enjoy de‐
pends on the work we do now and
what we will be able to look back on.
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Bernadette, Jean
Maureen, Christopher,
Paula, Peter, Emilia,
Jean, Teresa, Cath
and Norman, the sick
sisters at Oaklea,
David, Marion, Dave,
Neil, Paul, Andrew,
Jacob, Stella

Liz Rodwell
Francis Hurst
John Paul Hurst
Thomas Russell
Mary Cooke

If you would like a
name added to our
prayer list, please
email or call the parish
office.

Question: Why do some
sacraments leave a
character or mark on the
soul? Don’t all sacra‐
ments affect the soul?
Answer: All sacraments
mediate grace and con‐
nect us to Christ and to

the Church. Some sustain us in our faith journey,
while others help us heal from the effects of sin.
Each one offers a share in God’s life, giving us what
we need to be faithful followers of Jesus. But some
sacraments change us in ways that are irreversible.
The three sacraments that leave a character are
Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Orders. We are lit‐
erally different people because of the effect of the
grace of those sacraments. We are changed at the
core of our being in such a fundamental way that we
can not go back to what we once were.
In Baptism, we are freed from original sin, initiated

into the Body of Christ as adopted sons and daugh‐
ters. In Confirmation, we are given the fullness of
God’s Spirit, sealed in his grace and gifted with what
we need to live a Christian life. In Holy Orders, a
priest is marked as an ‘alter Christus,’ another
Christ, and is once and forever a priest who offers
sacrifice, forgives sin, and acts in the person of
Christ. In these three sacraments, we are conformed
more closely to Christ, reflecting his love and truth.

This Week

Flock Notes

Why do we do that?

Saint of the Week
St. Elizabeth of Hun‐
gary | Feast Day
November 17
Although her life was
short, St. Elizabeth of
Hungary (1207 – 1231) is
recognised for her love
of the poor and suffer‐
ing, and as patroness of
Catholic charities and
the Secular Franciscan
Order. The daughter of
the King of Hungary, she
chose a life of penance
instead of leisure, which
made an impact on the
“commoners” she
served.
St. Elizabeth married

Louis of Thuringia when
she was 14. Deeply in love, they had three children.
Despite their wealth, she led a life of prayer, sacri‐
fice, and service to the poor and sick under the spir‐
itual direction of a Franciscan friar.
After six years of marriage, her husband died in

the Crusades, and St. Elizabeth was grief-stricken.
Her husband’s family did not look kindly upon her
and mistreated her before finally throwing her out of
the palace. However, the return of her husband’s al‐
lies from the Crusades resulted in her being rein‐
stated, since her son was legal heir to the throne.
St. Elizabeth joined the Secular Franciscan Order

in 1228 where she cared for the poor in a hospital
she founded in honour of St. Francis of Assisi. She
died in 1231, but her great popularity resulted in her
being named a saint only four years later.

Questions for the Week


