
‘What do you want?’ It’s a question most of us
are familiar with asking and answering. How‐
ever, the question ‘What does God want?’ is
altogether different. How can we be sure that
we know what God wants with us or with our
parish? That’s the question the Parish Pastoral
Council has been grappling with these past
six weeks.

The job of the PPC is to pray for the parish
and to listen to the voice of God and discern
the movement of the Holy Spirit in Our Lady
of Mercy Parish. Six weeks ago we began a
process of prayer and discernment so that we
could produce a mission statement for our
parish: not our mission statement, not a state‐
ment about the things wewould like or prefer
but a a statement from God about God’s vis‐
ion and plan for our parish.

Every week began with us receiving some
passages of scripture that would guide that
week’s prayer. Then during the week we met
individually with a prayer guide who helped
us listen to God’s voice. On Sunday evening
we met together, shared our experiences and
the fruit of the week’s prayer and listened for
commonalities and shared experiences. This
became the source of the following week’s
prayer.

Over the course of six weeks we have dis‐

cerned what we believe is God’s mission
statement for our parish. However, the pro‐
cess does not end here. In fact, the most im‐
portant part is just beginning. Today we are
sharing a draft mission statement with you
and next Sunday and during the season of
Advent we are beginning a parish-wide pro‐
cess of discernment and consultation. There
will be more on the specifics of this next
week.

In the meantime the PPC would like to
share with you the draft mission statement
and some of the reasoning behind it.

First, why do we need a mission state‐
ment? We have touched on some of this
already. The PPC felt that as we move out of
the pandemic and face the future we needed
guidance from God as to what he wanted
from his parish.We’re the oldest parish in Sun‐
derland and being the city-centre parish
makes us the visible face of the Catholic
Church for many people in this city. God has
put us here for a reason and he has plans for
us in the future. We need guidance from God
so that our plans and God’s are the same.

Second, aren’t most mission statements
useless corporate exercises that just get ig‐
nored? Yes, they are and we really wanted to
make sure that wasn’t the case for us. By tak‐

ing the time to prayerfully discern God’s plan
we are confident that this mission statement
has an authority behind it that means we
can’t simply ignore it. The PPC believe that
this statement can be used to guide the fu‐
ture direction of the parish and the different
activities we engage in. Also, by putting it out
for consultation with the whole parish means,
we hope, that there will be a much wider
ownership of the mission statement at all the
levels of the parish. As you’ll see next week,
when we launch the consultation, we’re ask‐
ing everyone if the mission statement reflects
the type of parish they want to belong to and,
concretely how they see themselves living it
in their lives as disciples.

There’s one more thing. Parallel to the
PPC’s discernment process, the Parish Stew‐
ardship Committee have been preparing a
parish handbook that lists all the different
ministries in the parish and the concrete ways
parishioners can live their discipleship. Early
next year, when we’ve finished the consulta‐
tion and revision of the mission statement,
we’re going to hold a Stewardship Weekend
during which we’ll be inviting parishioners to
make a concrete commitment of their time,
their talents and their treasure as a way of liv‐
ing out the mission statement.

Draft Parish Mission Statement

Our Lady of Mercy Parish is formed of the
Catholic communities of St Cecilia’s and St
Patrick’s Church, StMary’s Church, the Sisters
of Mercy, St Mary’s RC Primary School, St An‐
thony’s Girls Catholic Academy, St Aidan’s
Catholic Academy and the Sunderland Uni‐
versity Catholic Chaplaincy

Jesus Christ unites and inspires us through
his Word and the sacraments to share the
good news with the people of Sunderland.
Together with others working for the com‐
mon good, we welcome everyone in a
spirit of friendship and service so that all
people may know God’s love.

Launch of Our Lady of Mercy Parish Mission Statement

parish newsletter
21 November 2021 | Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe (B)

We often come to life expecting all of the
pieces of the puzzle to nicely fit together. We
want and expect harmony, order, and fair‐
ness, the achievement of rewards for good
behaviour, good health, and happiness. We
can more easily accept death when it comes
naturally after a good long life, but have a real
difficulty comprehending the meaning of it
all when it is cut short.Willing to put in a good
measure of effort, we desire positive results.
When things go wrong and life gets hurtful,
unjust, and downright ugly, we become un‐
settled and can quickly fall into despair. This is
especially true if we are people of faith who
believe in a Godwho sees things on our terms
and works in favour of our life agenda. What
happens to our faith when we find ourselves
sitting in a mess?

Does it help to know that God under‐
stands and that hardship, failure, disappoint‐
ment, injustice, confusion, and all of life’s ugli‐
ness do notmake faith irrelevant or irrational?
God is wonderfully and surprising creative!
He turns the tables on not only our under‐
standing of life, but of what it means to be a

king. God sends us a king who is not exempt
from life’s ills but embraces them. The king
that God gives to us knows what it means to
be poor, suffer insults, be ridiculed, face rejec‐

tion, endure suffering, be betrayed, and face
a most unjust and horrific death. This is our
king. Jesus is not a king of prestige or
grandeur but a king who brings light to dark‐

ness, hope to despair, sinners to mercy, and
new life out of death. Christ dances before us
pleading with us to hold on, cling to love,
avoid being negative, stop feeling cheated,
and be strong in faith! There may be hardship
and disappointment now but there are more
surprises to come.

Once we understand this truth, we will
also understand that we are on a most in‐
credible and awesome universal journey to
Christ and becoming one in Christ. We all
carry within us the image of God, the image
of our suffering king. The One who lives in us
also lives in all of our brothers and sisters. Fail‐
ing to see this universal Divine Presence in all
is one of the greatest mistakes we can make,
for we also fail to see God, our king, as well.
There are many things that can bring hard‐
ship to life. If we keep our head about us and
do not lose hope, we can persevere and strive
for the greatest degree of justice possible.
Even though there are ample things that can
challenge our faith, we also know that our
deepest joy comes from union with God and
our brothers and sisters. One day, the fullness
of that joywill be ours to havewhenwe are all
eternally one with Christ our King forever.

A parish doesn’t happen by accident. It hap‐
pens when a group of Christians, under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit choose to form a
community built around theWord of God and
the sacraments and then live out of the gos‐
pel in their wider community.

This has to be a deliberate choice that is
followed by concrete action. The presenta‐
tion of the draft Parish Mission Statement
today is the chance for all of us to re‐
flect on what our membership
of this parish means to us, not
just spiritually, but concretely
in our daily lives. Is this a flock
you want to be a part of?

Reflecting on the Gospel

Did you know that you can become royalty,
for the right price? It’s true— for the low, low
cost of $50, you, too, can purchase a 12-
square-inch souvenir plot of Scottish land
and call yourself “Laird So-and-so.” Now, this
lordship or ladyship doesn’t come with the
ability to boss anyone around, but maybe
your friends will be impressed enough to
bend the knee.

My point is, we’ve all got our own little fief‐
doms — folks or communities for which we
have a feeling of responsibility. Maybe we’re
not their “king,”but most of us have those we
think of as “our people.”

Now, in this world, people lay themselves

down for their kings. History is riddled with
the bodies of men, young and old — and
plenty of women and children, too — who
were casualties of wars waged by men in
power, men who never had to shed their own
blood. But in the next world, the King dies for

his people. This is leadership par excellence
— the leadership of someone whose love is
greater than his ambition.

We are all leaders of a sort. On the parish
level, you have the obvious roles — serving
on pastoral council, spearheading the capital
campaign, leading the Altar Guild. But you
also have the quiet ones who lead from the
wings— the janitor who can always be relied
upon to do his job, or the volunteer librarian
who puts in extra hours on the weekends.

There is a saying — find your people. I say,
find your people, and find a way to lay your‐
self down for them, in imitation of the
greatest King that ever was.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Recognise God in your everyday moments
Everyday Stewardship Flock Notes



Church Collections 5,513.38
Rent of Premises 450.00
Candles 553.70
Piety 510.00
Fundraising/Donations 457.50

Total 7,484.58

Stewardship

Heat & Lighting 1,115.56
Repairs & Renewals 1,597.68
Wages paid to Diocese 1,217.77
Water Rates 546.92
Council Tax 249.00
Insurance St. M & St.C 7,024.63
General Admin 761.17

Total 12,512.73

Bernadette, Jean Maureen, Christopher,
Paula, Peter, Emilia, Jean, Teresa, Cath and
Norman, the sick sisters at Oaklea, David,
Marion, Dave, Neil, Paul, Andrew, Jacob,
Stella

Thomas Russell
Mary Cooke
The Faithful Departed

Let us know if you would like a name ad‐
ded to our prayer list.

21 OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST, UNIVERSAL
KING

22 ST CECILIA

23 Tuesday

24 Wednesday
St Andrew Dung-Lac &
Companions

25 Thursday
St Catherine of Alexandria

26 Friday

27 Saturday

28 FIRST SUNDAY OF
ADVENT (C)

Dn 7:13-14/Ps 93:1, 1-2, 5 [1a]/Rv 1:5-8/Jn 18:33b-37
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Caroline & Bernard Purdy (RIP)
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

Dn 1:1-6, 8-20/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 [52b]/Lk 21:1-4
08:00 Breakfast with God St Mary’s
10:30 Mass St Cecilia’s The people of St Cecilia’s &St Patrick’s
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Lithgoe Family
17:00 RCICCA St Mary’s Catholic Centre
18:30 Alpha St Mary’s Catholic Centre
20:00 Prayer Group St Cecilia’s Hall

Dn 2:31-45/Dn 3:57, 58, 59, 60, 61 [59b]/Lk 21:5-11
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Kevin Young (RIP)
12:45 Over 60s St Mary’s Catholic Centre
16:00 Confirmation Class St Mary’s Catholic Centre

Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28/Dn 3:62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67 [59b]/Lk 21:12-19
11:00 Upper Room Open from 11am
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Sr M Raphael

Dn 6:12-28/Dn 3:68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74 [59b]/Lk 21:20-28
10:00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10:30 Open House St Mary’s Catholic Centre
10:30 Mass St Cecilia’s Holy Souls
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Paul & Austin Doherty (RIP)

Dn 7:2-14/Dn 3:75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81/Lk 21:29-33
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Mark Hatton (RIP)
18:30 Mass for Deceased Parishioners St Mary’s

Dn 7:15-27/Dn 3:82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87/Lk 21:34-36
10:15 Confessions St Mary’s
11:00 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Ann Blakelock
11:45 Confessions St Mary’s
12:00 RCIA St Mary’s Catholic Centre
18:00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s Dec’d members McDonough Family

Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12—4:2/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 [1b]/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36
10:30 Mass St Mary’s In Thanksgiving (Candelon Family)
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

This Week

First Reading:
The prophet Daniel has a vision of the “ever‐
lasting dominion”of the “son of man.”Why do
think the Lord revealed this vision to Daniel?
Second Reading:
John teaches his community that Jesus “has
made us (believers) into a kingdom, priests
for his God and Father.” How should know‐
ledge of this reality affect your spiritual jour‐
ney?
Gospel:
In his trial Jesus tells Pilate that his kingdom is
not of this world. What do you think prevents
the Kingdom of God from being more fully
present in our world?

Question:
Why do we
m a k e
changes in
the Mass?
Some seem
so small and
u n im p o r t ‐

ant. Are they really necessary?
Answer:
The celebration of the Eucharist is at the heart
of our identity as Catholics. Our purpose as a
Church community revolves around the
Eucharist. Everything we are and everything
we do is measured not only by how well we
celebrate, but also by how well we live the
sacrament. If that is so, then we as a com‐
munity will always strive to celebrate the
Mass as best we can. The reasons for some
changes might seem more obvious than oth‐
ers, but there is a reason behind each one.The
General Instruction of the RomanMissal is the
introduction to the Missal that contains all
the prayers for the celebration of the Mass.

The Order of Mass we use now was issued
in 1975 and, as often happens over the course
of years, some questions have come up about
the proper way of doing some things and
whether or not other practices are accept‐
able. These changes clarify some things and
make the celebration of the Mass more mean‐
ingful for everyone.

The opportunity is presented to us to bet‐
ter learn and understand each part of the
Mass, which in turn should help us deepen
our appreciation for its beauty and meaning.
We will be a better Church if we have a clearer
understanding and knowledge of Who and
what we celebrate.

Questions for theWeek Why do we do that?

Saint of theWeek
St. Francesco
Antonio Fasani
| Feast Day
November 27
St. Francesco
Antonio Fas‐
ani (1681 –
1742) lived
his whole life
as a loving,
devout, and
atoning man.
He entered
the Conven‐
tual Francis‐

cans in 1695, and 10 years later taught philo‐
sophy to younger friars, served as guardian of
his friary, and eventually became provincial
minister. When his term of office ended, St.
Francesco became master of novices and fi‐
nally pastor in his hometown of Lucera.

Known throughout his various ministries
as being loving, devout, and penitential, he
was also a well-known confessor and
preacher. St. Francesco was a loyal friend of
the poor and worked tirelessly to find ways to
support them. He was a mystic with such a
profound prayer life and supernatural gifts
that he was known to levitate during prayer.
He was canonised in 1986 by Pope John Paul
II.

First Reading:
His dominion is an everlasting
dominion that shall not be
taken away, his kingship shall
not be destroyed. (Dn 7:14)

Psalm:
The Lord is king, with majesty
enrobed. (Ps 93)

Second Reading:
To him who loves us and has
freed us from our sins by his
blood, who has made us into a
kingdom, priests for his God
and Father, to him be glory and
power forever and ever. (Rv 1:5-
6)

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessings on him who comes in
the name of the Lord! Blessings
on the coming kingdom of our
father David! Alleluia!

Gospel:
So Pilate said to him, "Then you
are a king?" Jesus answered,
"You say I am a king.” (Jn 18:37)

Summary of Income and Expenditure for October 2021

Income Expenditure

St Cecilia’s Feast Day
Monday is the feast of St Cecilia and they will
be a special Mass at 10.30am.

Pilgrimage to Fatima
Bishop Séamus is leading a pilgrimage to
Fatima next July. 14 nights half-board and
flights from Manchester is £1,100. Full details
are available at the back of the church.

Children's Liturgy needsmore helpers
Can you help with children’s liturgy on
Sunday mornings?We’re limited to 8 children
for every adult and we’re almost at our capa‐
city. We’re not asking for volunteers because
Jesus never did: we’re asking for ministers
who can give their time and their talents so
that God’s children can hear his word and
grow in his love. You’ll need to do a safe‐
guarding check, but we’ll help you with that.

Entry into the Catechumenate
Next Sunday, is the First Sunday of Advent as
we’ll be celebrating the entry into the Order
of Catechumens for our brothers and sisters
who have been following the journey of faith
since September. Please remember our cat‐
echumens and their catechists in your prayers
this week.

Mass for the DeceasedMembers of the Parish
On Friday evening at 6.30pm we’re holding a
special Mass to pray for all our faithful depar‐
ted who have died since the start of the pan‐
demic.

We’ll be lighting a candle for everyonewho
has died since March 2020 and read out their
names. We’ll also be remembering all the pa‐
rishioners who have died since the founda‐
tion of our parish and all the our loved ones.

After Mass there will be tea and coffee in
the hall and you are very welcome to join us.
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