
Saint Augustine tells us
that a “Christian is a mind
through which Christ
thinks, a heart through
which Christ loves, a voice
through which Christ
speaks and a hand through
which Christ helps.” As we
look around and out at the
world, we do not have to
search too far before we
come face to face with in‐
equity and injustice. There
is so much unfairness, pre‐
judice, anger, hatred, viol‐
ence, and want. The stories
of human heartache,

people being hurt, de‐
prived of life’s necessities,
loneliness, and sickness are
far too com‐
m o n p l a c e .
For many of
the world’s
ills, the vices
of greed, lust,
pride, glut‐
tony, and jealousy are
clearly among the more
significant root causes.

Why doesn’t God just
step in and fix this mess?
After all, God created this
world, and one would

hope that he would step
up and take some measure
of responsibility for it! Once

we sit with
this thinking
for a while,
we can begin
to realise just
how flawed it
really is. God

did take responsibility and
God did fix the problem!
God sent us Jesus Christ as
the divine solution to the
world’s ills. It is not God
who has shirked responsib‐
ility, we have. We are the

ones who continually fail
to set our own personal
needs, wants, and securit‐
ies aside so that One more
powerful than us can use
us.

Mary had to set her
needs aside in order for the
Son of God to come into
the world. Put simply, Mary
listened and believed. Hav‐
ing opened herself to be‐
ing an instrument of the
Divine, God could use her
as his mind, heart, voice,
and hand. She became
God’s vessel so that God’s
greatness could reach the
ends of the earth and
peace could come upon
the world. God’s fix for the

world’s difficulties is you
and me. We are the ones
who confess that Jesus
Christ came into the world
as the Son of God, the
Prince of Peace, and herald
of justice. All we have to do
is believe, as did Mary, that
what has been spoken to
us by the Lord will be ful‐
filled. Then, we can step
aside and be the Christians
we claim to be. What a
difference it would make if
every person who pro‐
fessed to be Christian truly
understood that their one
and only vocation is to be
God’s instrument. What a
beautiful, equitable, and
just world it would be.

Mary listened and
believed

Fourth Sunday of Advent

“He so loved us that for our
sake He was made man in
time, through Whom all
times were made; was in
the world less in years than
His servants, though older
than the world itself in His
eternity; was made man,
Who made man; was cre‐
ated of a mother, whom He
created; was carried by
hands which He formed;
nursed at the breasts
which He had filled; cried
in the manger in wordless
infancy, He the Word
without Whom all human
eloquence is mute (St. Au‐
gustine, Sermon 188).” The
miracle of what happens at
Christmas is truly an awe‐
some mystery. Revealed in
the silent ordinariness of
life is God’s intimate love
for humanity and all that
he made. The Word, exist‐
ing for all time, comes and
dwells among us. God
kisses us. We can seek and
soar with playful delight as
a joy never known before
fills our heart.

Joy is best expressed
through dance. There is
just something truly won‐
derful about the self-aban‐
don a beautiful melodic
dance reveals. If we are
able to let go and really be
free, it celebrates life in a

way few other experiences
really can. With the birth of
Jesus Christ, God takes the
Divine Dance to a deeper
and more tangible level.
We can now not only see
what we believe but be‐
lieve what we see! This
most perfect dance is a call
to beauty, innocence,
truth, purpose, hope, faith,
and love. Today we know,
beyond doubt, that we are
a necessary part of God’s
beautifully choreographed
masterpiece of life and not
just a random happening
without real intent or pur‐
pose. We are loved, treas‐
ured, and blessed.

Accepting the truth of
God’s birth in time we also
accept an invitation to
dance with God. We can let
go of what tethers us to
anxious concerns and su‐
perficial securities. Throw
caution to the wind and go
with God. We have been
blessed with talents, gifts,
and life eternal. Follow the
rhythm of the dance with
joy and listen to what the
Word who became flesh
tells us about what the
next steps can be. Today,
heaven remains the same,
but earth has been pro‐
foundly changed.

Christmas Day Holy Family
Families can be very diffi‐
cult things to negotiate.
This is true not only of our
families of origin, the cur‐
rent family of which we are
a part, the family of our
Church, our society, and
our global family as well.
Everything human can be
found in family stories.
Those stories speak of
wonderful life-giving suc‐
cesses as well as painful
spirit-robbing abuses. Our
greatest joys and our
greatest wounds are usu‐
ally connected with the ex‐
perience of family. Our
needs, experiences, and
unresolved baggage often
colour what we bring to
our familiar relationships.
They contribute to our
level of defensiveness, how
guarded and protected we
become, and what preju‐
dices we believe.

In order to break the
cycle of dysfunction we
have to remember that it is
not only by human effort
that we negotiate the diffi‐
cult and challenging
events of our lives. There is
a Divine Effort at work as
well. For sure, the human
effort can create quite a
mess and easily destroy
lives. This is true of any
family with which we are

associated. Today’s Feast of
the Holy Family serves to
help us understand that
there is a Divine Story be‐
ing told as well. It is a story
of perseverance in the face
of hardship, determination
in the face of despair, heal‐
ing when we see nothing
but wounds, and light
where there is darkness.

Do we believe that God
is always working, guiding,
restoring, and leading? Un‐
less we do, we will never be
free from the imperfec‐
tions and wounds that
bind us and never be able
to understand what it
really means to forgive.
Pope Francis tells us that
the “light which comes
from the Holy Family en‐
courages us to offer human
warmth to other families.”
While this is most certainly
true, we can only really be‐
gin to do this when we
realise that we are still
works in progress, not
anchored to the wounds
and sins of our past, and
still a leading star in God’s
continually unfolding story
of love. The Holy Family
persevered and radiated
warmth because they
knew they were not alone.
We can too.

StewardshipTies

There is a lot of imagery
around Christmas that has
to do with adoption — or,
more specifically, with a
child being loved by an‐
other as if they belonged
to that person and loved in
such a profound way that
in time, they do come to
belong to that person.

We see this with Joseph
and the infant Jesus.
Joseph is not Jesus’ biolo‐
gical father. But through a
series of actions, and
through his faithfulness in
small, everyday matters,
Joseph becomes the foster
father of Jesus.

Perhaps we are parents
who have adopted chil‐
dren, or we ourselves were
adopted. We have also
seen how, through a series
of actions of love and sacri‐
fice, someone can become
the parent of a person who
is not their “blood.” A lot of
times these families celeb‐
rate the day of the adop‐
tion. I’ve heard it called a
“gotcha day,” and it’s
marked joyously, like a
birthday.

Most of us are not des‐
cended from the Israelites,
God’s Chosen People. But
through a series of ex‐
traordinary actions of love
and sacrifice, God has

made Himself our parent,
too. And through our own
actions, and through faith‐
fulness in small and every‐
day matters, we are His
children.

But in this family, in‐
stead of blood ties, we
have stewardship ties. It’s
not about who we look
like, it’s about how we treat
one another. How we take
care of one another.

So this Christmas, let’s
think about how we will
celebrate our adoption. As
much as it is Jesus’ birth‐
day, it’s also our “gotcha
day” — the day we re‐
ceived the gift of eternal
family.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Everyday Stewardship If only God would fix it!
Did you ever find yourself
wishing that God would
just step in and fix all that is
wrong with the world?
After all, how much longer
can all of this go on? There
is so much inequity in life.
Our world’s political, eco‐
nomic, and environmental
systems do not always
serve the best interests of
people. We read stories
about injustice, disregard
for human life, greed,
heartache, and people be‐
ing hurt and deprived
every day. People are still
starving and there is often
little regard for human life.
This is not the way God in‐
tended it to be. Realising
that we have caused most

of these problems
ourselves, we look to God
for an answer and a way
out of the difficulties we
have created. Taking re‐
sponsibility for our actions
is not something that
comes easily. What we fail
to see is that God has
already sent the answer in
the person of Jesus Christ.
God did fix our problem!
Mary had to set her needs
aside in order for the Son of
Justice to come into the
world. We need to do the
same. It is only by believing
in, listening to, and acting
upon what God has spoken
that true peace will ever
come to be, and God’s fix
be made known.

Families and the Divine
It was the best of times and
it was the worst of times.
Our families can bring out
the best and the worst in
us. This is true of our famil‐
ies of origin, the current
family of which we are a
part, the family of our
church, our society, and
the like. In all of our family
experiences, what stands
out as our
most challen‐
g i n g
m e m o r y ?
E v e r y t h i n g
human can be found on
the pages of family life. But
there is also a Divine story
to be discovered as well.
When life gets difficult and
perplexing, today’s Feast of

the Holy Family stands to
remind us that it is not just
by human effort that we
tread treacherous waters.
We have to remember and
learn from the Divine effort
too. We need this perspect‐
ive if our love lessons are
going to be learned com‐
pletely and well. We are all
works in progress and we

all come from
homes that
are broken by
imperfection.
In whatever

life brings us and in
whatever family we find
ourselves, may the
promptings we feel toward
faith and hope lead us to
greater love.

There’s a divine story
in family life
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THE LORD
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Seventh day of Octave

1 MARYMOTHER OF
GOD

2 SECOND SUNDAY OF
CHRISTMAS (C)

Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Margaret Eccleston (RIP)
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 7c and 10b]/Lk 1:26-38
08:00 Breakfast with God St Mary’s
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Pat Rutter (RIP)
20:00 Prayer Group St Cecilia’s Hall

Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21 [1a; 3a]/Lk 1:39-45
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Chris Marshall & Family
12:45 Over 60s St Mary’s Catholic Centre
13.00 Confessions Mercy Chapel Every hour until 7pm

1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd [cf. 1a]/Lk 1:46-56
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Francis Hodgson (RIP)
13.00 Confessions Mercy Chapel Every hour until 7pm

Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14 [cf. Lk 21:28]/Lk 1:57-66
10:00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10:30 Open House St Mary’s Catholic Centre
10:30 Mass St Cecilia’s Dec’d of Mullen Family (RIP)
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Sarah & Allan Riddell
13.00 Confessions Mercy Chapel Every hour until 7pm

2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29 [2]/Lk 1:67-79
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Mary Summers (RIP)

Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13 [Lk 2:11]/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14
19.00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish
19:00 Mass St Cecilia’s JohnWhelan (RIP)

Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20
10:00 Mass St Mary’s Margaret Norman (RIP)

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Col 3:12-21/Lk 2:41-52
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Rutter Family (RIP)
10:30 Mass St Cecilia’s Kevin, Cecilia & Adrian Finn (RIP)

1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 20:1a, 2-8
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Les Lane (RIP)

1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of B & M Common

1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/Lk 2:22-35
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Fiona Towning (RIP)

1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/Lk 2:36-40
10:00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10:30 Open House St Mary’s Catholic Centre
10:30 Mass St Cecilia’s Harry & Nellie Randle (RIP)
12:05 Mass St Mary’s George Harrison (RIP)
13.00 Confessions Mercy Chapel Every hour until 7pm

1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/Jn 1:1-18
12:05 Mass St Mary’s James McAuliffe (RIP)

Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21
11:00 Mass St Mary’s In thanksgiving (JKC)
18:00 Mass St Cecilia’s Jimmy Boxer (RIP)

Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Evelyn Stone (RIP)
17:00 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Maureen &Terry Canavan

Christmas Schedule

Three Days of Mercy
We’re holding 3 Days of
Mercy again on 21, 22 and
23 December. A priest will
be in the Mercy Chapel on
the hour, every hour
between 1 pm and 7 pm.
He’ll stay as long as there
are people for confession
then come back at the top
of the next hour.

In addition to the nor‐
mal opportunities for con‐
fession, this is an extra 21
hours over three days!

Going to confession is
something many of us put
off. Don’t let anything get
in the way of you experien‐
cing Jesus’greatest gift this
Christmas.

Christmas Mass Times
Please take note of the
Mass times this Christmas.
Because Christmas falls on
a weekend it also affects
the Sunday Mass times.
There is no Sunday evening
Mass on 26 December, the

Feast of the Holy Family
(Boxing Day).

Attending Christmas
Mass
Unlike last year, we have no
booking system to attend
any of the Christmas
Masses; COVID restrictions
are still in place, including
mandatory face masks and
social distancing. There is
still a safe capacity for both
churches in operation.

Looking for a Light!
We are looking for dona‐
tions of lamps for the Up‐

per Room. If you have a
standing or table lamp that
is in good working order
and you no longer use,
please let us know and we
will take it off your hands.
Many thanks, Rebecca. Lay
Catholic Chaplain, Univer‐
sity of Sunderland.

Induction Loop
After months of not work‐
ing, and several attempts
to fix it, the hearing aid
loop in St Cecilia’s is now
working. If you use a hear‐
ing aid, can you please try
it and let us know how it is?

St. Peter Canisius |
Feast Day December 21

Born in Holland, St. Peter
Canisius (May 8, 1521 –
December 21, 1597) was a
preacher, teacher, and
writer throughout his
whole life. At the age of 19,
he received a master’s de‐
gree from the university at
Cologne. Soon afterwards,
St. Peter met Peter Faber,
the first disciple of Ignatius
of Loyola, who influenced
him so much that he even‐
tually joined the Society of
Jesus.
St. Peter Canisius founded
colleges and seminaries,

served as a missionary,
cared for the sick or im‐
prisoned, and wrote close
to eight volumes of letters
— many about St. Cyril of
Alexandria and St. Leo the
Great.

A man blessed with
many talents, St. Peter Can‐
isius is a wonderful ex‐
ample of a man who de‐
veloped his talents to fur‐
ther God’s work here on
earth.

All Holy Men andWomen,
pray for us!

ExamplesofourFaith St. Stephen | FeastDay
December 26

The Acts of the Apostles
tells the story of St.
Stephen, the first Christian
martyr. A man filled with
grace and power, he
worked great wonders
among the people. Some
Jews debated with St.
Stephen but could not
match his wisdom and
spirit. Eventually, a charge
of blasphemy was brought
up against him, and the
local population deman‐
ded that he be tried and
sentenced. He was seized
and carried before the San‐
hedrin.

Despite the danger he
faced, in front of the San‐

hedrin and his accusers, St.
Stephen gave a long
speech about the history of
Israel and the blessings
that God had given upon
His chosen people. He
talked about how Israel
had become disobedient
despite God’s abundant
mercy. This enraged his ac‐
cusers, and eventually the
crowd dragged him out of
the city and stoned him to
death.

Even in his final mo‐
ments, St. Stephen dis‐
played great forgiveness
and even asked God not to
hold the sins of his attack‐
ers against them. Hun‐
dreds of years after his
death, he is still a role
model for us to follow.

Announcements

Question:

I have been away from the
Church for a few years and

really want to get active
again, not so much for me,
but for my children. Is this a
bad reason to come back
to Church?

Answer:

If you are on your way to
the supermarket, and you
are forced to detour from
your usual route because

of road work, does the food
you buy taste different? Is
the meal less filling? Are
the vegetables less tasty?
Of course not. In our faith
journey, there are many
detours called sin. Some
are greater than others,
some are even a bit longer.
But God's grace comes to
us in ways we understand
and recognise and need.
Your children leading you
back to the Church is not as
important as the fact that
you are back.

This is an opportunity
for you to renew,
strengthen, and deepen
your faith. Regardless of
how we get to Church, or
what draws us closer to
God, the fact is we are
there. Do what you need to
do to get right with God
and the Church. Go to con‐
fession, begin good family
religious practices, and be
involved in the ministries
your parish offers. Be more
than a lukewarm parish‐
ioner. Be the kind of Cath‐
olic you want your children
to be.

Question:

Besides the Wise Men,
what is significant about
the Epiphany?

Answer:

Epiphany means“manifest‐
ation,” or public display.
The feast is usually celeb‐
rated January 6. It origin‐
ates from a story unique to
Matthew (2:1-12). Magi
from the East come to offer
homage to the newborn
King, presenting him with
gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh.

This part of Matthew’s

infancy narrative differs
from Luke’s account of the
birth of Jesus. In Luke there
are no Magi, star, nor gifts.
Luke has Jesus being born
in a stable after Mary and
Joseph’s long travel from
Nazareth to Bethlehem.
Matthew seems to have
the family living in a house
in Bethlehem, where the
Magi find them.

Why these differences?
They stem from the needs
and concerns of the audi‐
ence the authors were ad‐
dressing, as well as the
theological stance of each
author. Knowing the ori‐
ginal intention helps get at

the correct interpretation
of the text.

Since Matthew was
writing primarily to a Jew‐
ish community, his concern
was to show that Jesus did
not come just for Jews, but
for Gentiles as well. From
his very birth, Jesus not
only manifests himself to
Jews, but also to Gentiles,
who are prominently in‐
cluded in the manifesta‐
tion, symbolised by the
Magi and their journey.
This is the most significant
aspect of the feast of Epi‐
phany. How do you mani‐
fest Jesus to all with whom
you come into contact?
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After the difficult year that was 2020, there were high
hopes for 2021. I wonder now, looking back, if 2021 man‐
aged to live up to those expectations. Probably not. With
just a week to go, and growing concerns around the new
virus variant, Christmas 2021 looks as uncertain as last
year.

It was in equally uncertain times, 2000 years ago that
Jesus was born. God comes to us whenever we need him
most. The light shines when the night seems
darkest and love is born when we feel most
unloved. That’s the message of Christmas,
not just this year, but every year since the
first one: amidst the uncertainties of a
difficult world, one truth is unchanging:
Jesus loves us! Happy Christmas!

Flock Notes

Bernadette, Jean Maur‐
een, Christopher, Paula,
Peter, Emilia, Jean,
Teresa, Cath and Nor‐
man, the sick sisters at
Oaklea, David, Marion,
Dave, Neil, Paul, An‐
drew, Jacob, David, Al‐
isa, Susan, Clare, Mick

Matt Jackson, Mary
Cooke, Stella Chaytor, Fr
Kevin Daly, Fr Peter
Smith

Let us know if you
would like a name ad‐
ded to our prayer list.


