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“We are called to live our bap‐
tism every day, as new

creatures, clothed in Christ.”
—Pope Francis

What reference point do you
use when making de‐
cisions? Many times, im‐
pulse takes control and de‐
cisions are made based
solely on emotion and de‐
sire. We all know that these
types of decisions can often
get us into trouble. When a
person has a confident
sense of who they are and a
real understanding of what
is important and of value,
the likelihood of knee-jerk
impulsive choices dimin‐
ishes. Baptismgives uswhat
we need to make well in‐
formed and purposeful de‐
cisions. By this simple ges‐
ture, God claims us as His
own and provides us with
the identity andpurposewe
need to properly live life.

It is tremendously reas‐
suring, when we truly em‐
brace this revelation and
realise that we no longer
have to wonder about the
purpose of our lives or
struggle to find ourway.The
answer of who we are in
God has been given to us.
We no longer have to
fumble around, trip over
ourselves or walk aimlessly
about. Issues surrounding
the sacredness of life, the
meaning of death, the pro‐
tection of those most vul‐
nerable, care for the weak
and the poor, offering hos‐
pitality to those in search of
a home, the purpose and
proper place of work, how
to create a just social order,
caring for creation, and un‐
derstanding our roles as

heralds and stewards are
just a few of the wonderful
gifts baptism brings. When
we make decisions based
on things such as these core
Gospel truths we really act
as Christ himself, revealing
to others the new creations
that we are. This is how we
live our baptism.

It is difficult to walk
against the tide. Yet, that is
precisely what baptism calls
us to do. Although we are
sinners, in need of mercy
and far from perfection we
are called to order our life
and make decisions based
upon the wisdom and guid‐

ance of Almighty God. He
alone is the one who can
claim us as His sons and
daughters. Standing up for
our principles will not make
us popular. But who ever
said Christianity is a pop‐
ularity contest? Baptism
calls us to stand up for that
which goes against the
grain of secularism. Stand‐
ing in line with other sin‐
ners, we have our anchor to
steady us in the tempests of
life and God is very pleased.
Forge ahead. There is noth‐
ing to fear.

Water is the most abundant
substance on our earth. We
drink it, we wash with it, we
play in it, we transport on it,
we grow food with it, we di‐
lutewith it, we sit on a shore
and dream with it. Consider
any given day and how of‐
ten water comes into play.
Yet, unless the water is shut
off to our homes or places of
work, we seldom think
about it. It’s just there-
everywhere and all the time.
Water is so easy to take for
granted. Given the abund‐
ance and usefulness of wa‐
ter, it ought to be no sur‐
prise that our first sacra‐
ment, baptism, uses water
as its primary symbol. And

just like the water around
us, we can so easily take our
baptism for granted. This
festival and gospel can be a
reminder to us that we can
never take either water or
our baptism for granted.Too
much is at stake.

Jesus comes to John,
who is baptising in the River
Jordan. John is pointing to a
baptism greater than his
and to a person greater than
he. Jesus asks John to bap‐
tise him in order to “fulfil all
righteousness” and thus
show forth his continuity
with the tradition in which‐
John stands. But more hap‐
pens. When the heavens
open, the Spirit descends

and Jesus is announced as
the“beloved Son,”a new tra‐
dition is born, and human‐
ity’s relationship with God is
changed forever. We who
are baptised into Christ be‐
come God’s beloved sons
and daughters, and God is
“well pleased” with us, too,
when we are faithful to our
relationship with God and
to each other. Through bap‐
tism we are invited into this
new tradition.

Baptism inaugurates us
into a Spirit-filled tradition
where a new covenantal re‐
lationship with God be‐
comes possible. We are in‐
vited into aunionwithGod’s
“beloved Son” that confers
on us his identity, his going
“about doing good” (second

reading), his intimate rela‐
tionship with his father. We
cannot take our baptism for
granted because it is not
simply a ritual that happens
and is finished, but it is a re‐
lationship and way of life to
be lived.

Plunged into the baptis‐
mal waters, we die to our
old self; rising from the wa‐
ters, we enter into the new
Life baptism promises. Bap‐
tism inaugurates us into the
paschal mystery of Jesus
Christ. It inaugurates us into
his way of life, one totally
taken up with bringing
healing and freedom (see
first reading) to all those we
meet in our daily living.

This dying and rising is
the “stuff” of our Christian
living. What enables us to
continue to say yes to such
living is that we know the
dying always leads to rising;
death always brings Life.We
know this with certainty be‐
cause Jesus was baptised,
his identity as beloved Son
was revealed, he was faith‐
ful to his mission to bring
forgiveness and justice, and
he died and then rose. The
pattern of Jesus’ life is the
pattern of our own lives.
Paschal mystery living is as
concrete as Jesus’ life and
mission. For example, likeJe‐
sus, we are living justly
when we die to selfishness
and rise to the needs of oth‐
ers. LikeJesus, we “show no
partiality” (second reading)
when we die to judgments
and categorising or la‐
belling others and rise to
seeing all people as beloved
children of God. Like Jesus,
we do good when we for‐
give; we heal others when
we offer kind words instead
of words that tear down, or
help another without being
asked. Our baptism is ongo‐
ing in our lives whenwe live
the greatnessJohn recog‐
nised in Jesus. If John were
alive today, would he see
that same greatness in us?

Living the Paschal Mystery

The Baptism of the Lord

Jesus stood in line with
everyone else and was bap‐
tised. There is something in‐
credibly humbling about

how this must have played
out. Then, God did some‐
thing truly awesome and in‐
spiring. Through a very

gentle and simple action he
let the world know about
the special relationship He
shares with Jesus. That’s ex‐
actly what is so incredible
about our baptisms as well!
Through those holy waters
God announces to theworld
the special place we also oc‐
cupy in His heart. We no
longer have to wonder
about the purpose of our
lives or struggle to find our
way. We do not need to
fumble around, tripping
over ourselves and wonder‐
ing why we are even here.
The answer has been given.

All we have to do is live out
the vocation we have re‐
ceived, to live the Gospel in
fidelity to our Creator. There
is nothing to fear and worry
has no place. Standing in
line with other sinners, we
have our anchor and God is
very pleased.

I Hope I AmLikeHim

“Who is this Christ? Is he like
you?”

Perhaps you’ve heard
this story, often attributed
to the life of St. Teresa of Cal‐
cutta. A sick man asked her
this question, as he mar‐
velled at her tireless service
to himself and others in the
name of someone named
Jesus Christ.
“He is nothing like me,”

the saint is said to have
answered. “But I hope I am
like him.”

Though the authenticity
of this exchange cannot be
verified, its message rings

perfectly true: all the value
of our stewardship lies in its
relativity to the one in
whose namewe perform it.

Consider the figure of
John the Baptist — a mag‐
nificent, towering character
even purely from a literary
or historical perspective. A
martyr who fed on wild lo‐
custs and boldly spoke truth
to power — a man so great
some mistook him for the
Messiah.

But why is he great? Be‐
cause he prepared the way.
All his accomplishments and
escapades mean nothing if
they are taken out of the
context of salvation history.

He only makes sense relat‐
ive to Christ — and this is
exactly as he wanted it.
“One worthier than I is com‐
ing,” he insists. And because
of that humility and that
total embrace of God’s will,
he is given one of the
greatest honours in theNew
Testament—hebaptises the
Son of God.

Let’s examine our lives in
the light of their relativity to
Christ. How do we prepare
the way? When Christ
comes to us, what do we
do? How do we leave
ourselves open to be actors
in God’s plan?

— Tracy EarlWelliver, MTS

Everyday Stewardship

Live the Liturgy



Bernadette, Jean Maureen,
Christopher, Paula, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa, Cath

and Norman, the sick sisters at Oaklea, David, Marion,
Dave, Neil, Paul, Andrew, Jacob, Stella, David, Alisa,
Susan

Marjorie Balmer

Let us know if you would like a name added to our
prayer list.

9 BAPTISMOF THE
LORD (C)

10 Monday

11 Tuesday
Saint Aelred of Rievaulx

12 Saint Benet (Benedict)
Biscop

13 Thursday
Saint Hilary

14 Friday

15 Saturday

16 SECOND SUNDAY OF
ORDINARY TIME (C)

Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Norah Campbell & John Smith (RIP)
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

1 Sm 1:1-8/Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19/Mk 1:14-20
08:00 Breakfast with God Mercy Chapel
12:05 Mass St Mary’s P. D. Selva (RIP)

1 Sm 1:9-20/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Mk 1:21-28
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Audrey Barry (RIP)

1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10/Mk 1:29-39
12:05 Mass St Mary’sMoira Fisher (RIP)
12:45 WednesdayWalk Upper Room

1 Sm 4:1-11/Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25/Mk 1:40-45
10:00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10:30 OpenHouse St Mary’s Catholic Centre
10:30 Mass St Cecilia’s Ints of Fam. of Emily Mary Elizabeth Chapman
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Bishop Séamus
17:00 Eveningwith Jesus and Friends Mercy Chapel

1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 89:16-17, 18-19/Mk 2:1-12
12:05 Mass St Mary’s David Stoddart (RIP)

1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mk 2:13-17
10:15 Confessions St Mary’s
11:00 Mass St Mary’s Bernard Jackson (RIP)
11:45 Confessions St Mary’s
18:00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s James & Agnes Mullen (RIP)

Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 [3]/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Stella Chaytor (RIP)
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

This Week

Question: Why are babies
wrapped in a white shawl
during the baptism
ceremony?
Answer: When an adult is

baptised, there is a part in
the ceremony when the
newly baptised is vested in
a white garment. It is
symbolic of the changes
that baptism brings in the
life of the baptised as they
are freed from the bonds of
sin and brought into the
saving grace of Christ.
Realities that are so
profound are symbolically

presented so that we might
better grasp and
understand them.

Infants are often dressed
in a baptismal dress, which
is the baptismal garment. In
some places, the shawl is
used as a kind of baptismal
garment. At the place in the
ceremony where the invest‐
iture takes place, the bib is
used. Some are poncho-like
and fit over the baby’s head.
Others are simply placed on

the baby’s chest. If the baby
is dressed in a white gar‐
ment, nothing else is
needed. The prayer says it
all: “See in your white gar‐
ment the outward sign of
your Christian dignity ...
bring that dignity unstained
into the everlasting life of
heaven.” In baptism, we are
given our purpose and goal
in life as believers, and this is
symbolised by the white
garment.

Why do we do that?

First Reading: The prophet
Isaiah was called to bring
words of comfort and good
news to the beleaguered
Israelites held captive in
Babylon. How do you
minister to those in your life
struggling to find God’s
presence?
Second Reading: Paul taught
Titus that baptized believers
are called “to live
temperately, justly, and
devoutly.” How well do you

think you live by this moral
and ethical standard?
Gospel: We hear today the
account of the baptism of
Jesus and God’s words from
heaven, “You are my
beloved Son; with you I am
well pleased.” What do you
imagine Jesus did (prior to
the start of his public
ministry) that was so
pleasing to God?

Questions for theWeek

Saint of theWeek

St. Hilary of Poitiers |
January 13
Born a pagan, St. Hilary (c.

315 – c. 367) studied philo‐
sophy and the meaning of
life, eventually making his
way through the bible. He
became a convert and was
appointedbishopof Poitiers
in 353. Sometimes referred
to as the Hammer of the
Arians, St. Hilary defended
the Nicene Creed against a
popular heresy, Arianism.
He was exiled to Phrygia for
opposing Roman emperor
Constantius II, who pre‐
ferred the heresy which
denies Christ’s divinity.
From Phyrgia St. Hilary
fought with his pen, zeal‐
ously writing against the

heresy.
Eventually he was al‐

lowed to return to Poitiers,
but did so by a circuitous
route, preaching against
Arianism all the way. St. Hil‐
ary was likely the first writer
of hymns in the West, his
writings on the Trinity,
Psalms and Gospel of Mat‐
thew survive today. St. Hil‐
ary was created Doctor of
the Church, a title given to
those who provided import‐
ant contributions to theo‐
logy and doctrine, in 1851 by
Pope Pius IX.

First Reading
Then the glory of the LORD
shall be revealed, and all
people shall see it together;
for the mouth of the Lord
has spoken. (Is 40:5)

Psalm:
Bless the Lord, my soul!
Lord God, how great you
are. (Ps 103[104])

Second Reading:
He saved us through the
bath of rebirth and renewal
by the Holy Spirit. (Ti 3:5)

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Someone is coming, said
John, someone greater
than I. He will baptise you
with the Holy Spirit and
with fire.. Alleluia!

Gospel:
After Jesus also had been
baptised and was praying,
heaven was opened and
the Holy Spirit descended
upon him in bodily form
like a dove. (Lk 3:22)

Closure of Halls
Just before Christmas
Bishop Robert sent a direct‐
ive closing all parish halls
and meeting spaces. This
was in response to the in‐
creasing risk posed by the
omicron variant of the
coronavirus.

Unfortunately, it means
that all activities are cur‐
rently suspend until further
notice. The decision will be
reviewed later in January
when hopefully the situ‐
ation will have improved.

Of course, many groups
were only just getting re‐
started after a long period
of closure. This latest clos‐
ure, therefore, is particularly
frustrating.

Our Lady of Mercy in 2022
Despite the problems of
2020 and 2021, by God’s
grace our parish community
continues to grow and
strengthen.

Thanks to everyone who
offered feedback on the Par‐

ish Mission Statement dur‐
ing Advent. The Parish Pas‐
toral Council will take all
your responses to prayer
when we meet again at the
end of themonth.

The Parish Stewardship
Committee have been pro‐
ducing a Parish Handbook
detailing all the different
ways parishioners can min‐
ister and support the parish.
We’ll be launching this soon
and inviting you to make a
personal commitment to
serve the parish.

At the endofMarchwe’re
having a parish mission/re‐
treat run by the Jesuits. It’ll
be a week of individual and
community prayer and a
time of renewal and bless‐
ing for the whole parish.
More details to follow.

After the success of the
Alpha course we looking at
running it again in the very
near future. If you missed it
the first time don’t miss it a
second time!

As soon as we’re able to

use the hall again, we’re go‐
ing to hold the Big Picture
Bible Course. It’s a 12 week
course that introduces the
major themes of the Bible
through a daily commit‐
ment to read a passage of
scripture and to share
weekly with a small group.
We’re going to offer many
opportunities for on-going
faith formation so that
everyone has a chance to
grow in their faith and ex‐
plore the beauty of Catholi‐
cism.

The major event of 2021
was the 40 Hours’Devotion.
We’d love to be able to do it
it again this summer.

There’s also the ordinary,
everyday, activities of par‐
ish life, principally the
WeekendMass, catechetical
formation, ministries and
outreaches—we’ll be in‐
vesting time and effort into
all of these as we seek to
discern God’s will for our
parish.

What elsewould you like
to see happing in your par‐
ish in 2022?

Announcements

Happy New Year! Ok, it might be wearing a little thin by
now, but we didn’t have a newsletter last week. Have you
made a resolution for 2022? I was reading recently that 50%
of adults make a resolution but only 8% of them actually
keep them!

If you’re still looking for ideas, or if you’ve failed already
(no judgement!), it isn’t too late to start. Here are a couple
of ideas from Pope Francis that you might might useful for
inspiration.

1. Volunteer for a local charity or a parish ministry.
Speaking about St Joseph, Pope Francis said, “Joseph
teaches us this: ‘Do not look so much at the things that the
world praises, look into the corners, look in the shadows,
look at the peripheries, at what the world does not want.’
He reminds each of us to consider important what others
discard.” What work is discarded in our parish? Who is ig‐
nored?

2. Stop judging and gossiping about others. The pope
says we do it so often we rarely notice when we’re doing it.

He invites us to look at ourselves instead. “It is good to ask
ourselves what drives us to correct a brother or a sister, and
if we are not in some way co-responsible for their mistake.”
Instead of nitpicking our neighbours, we can be honest
with ourselves about our own shortcomings,making space
for compassion instead of criticism.

3. Read scripture more often this year. However, be
aware: “It irritates me a little when I hear Christians who re‐
cite verses from the Bible like parrots.” Of course, he isn’t
telling us not to read the Bible; he’s telling us to read it with
a heart open to the Holy Spirit. So please, read and study
the Bible this year. But know what Pope Francis says you’re
signing up for: “The Word of God, infused with the Holy
Spirit, when it is received with an open heart, does not
leave things as they were before: never.”

So, there’s three concrete thing we can do. However,
perhaps more important that what changes we
decide tomake this year in thewaywemake
that decision: asking God to show us what
he wants us to change in our lives. If we’re
doing God’s will this year then it’s far
more likely that resolution will stick.
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