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God delights in you. How do
you feel when you hear
that? Delight usually comes
with an exuberant flow of
joy that seemingly arises
from one’s toes with the ex‐
pression of great glee. Re‐
flecting upon the deep
measure of joyGodhas in us
can be a source of joy for
ourselves. Delight is infec‐
tious. A very young brother
and sister were playing on
the beach when the all too
familiar ice cream truck
made its daily rounds. The
boy shook with excitement
and delight as he took his
sister’s hand and exclaimed,
“The ice cream man is here,
isn’t it great!”As they ran off
toward the truck, one could
hear the girl reply, “Yeah, I
can’t wait!” The experience
of a child’s delight in some‐
thing so simple as ice cream,
lifts our spirits from our bur‐
dens and transports us to
the lighter, more innocent
side of life.

Life is not meant to be a
burden. Believe it or not,
God actually wants us to be
happy! In fact, the wedding
feast at Cana shows us that
God even puts His blessing
on our happiness. It is okay
to celebrate the wonder of
ourselves and others. Life is
good. It is always interesting
to note that Jesus saves the
good wine until last. You
would think it would be the
other way around. The su‐
perb quality of Jesus’ wine
points to the superior qual‐
ity of life we find in Christ. It
is not a life of burdens but a
life of wonder and delight!
In Christ, we are lifted from
the superficial and
mundane to a life of pur‐

pose, hope, and love.
God is with us through

the long haul, through the
challenges and sorrows as
well as the successes and ac‐
complishments. In spite of
the fact that we often
wander from thepath, God’s
celebratory delight in us re‐
mains. As spouses are asked
to remain faithful to each
other through whatever life
brings, God remains faithful
too. This promise remains
through this life and into the
next. All we have to do is
take the advice of Jesus’
mother to heart when she
says, “Listen to him.” This

wisdom saves us from fool‐
ishly giving in to the illusion
that we can make better
wine than Jesus.

No matter what is poten‐
tially inside gift-wrapped
boxes, little children will in‐
variably go for the biggest
one. They want the largest
piece of pie. They want the
prettiest doll. They want the
heaviest baseball bat. They
want the most french fries.
From earliest childhood we
have an innate sense that
more is better, and we carry
that into adulthood. We shy
away from scarcity and
gravitate toward plenty. We
avoid want and embrace
having.We seek to have sav‐
ings, reserves, supplies, ex‐
tras, storage bins. Of course,
we can go overboard on
abundance.Yet, we all know

that just enough isn’t
enough. This Sunday’s gos‐
pel is about runningout, not
having enough. It is about a
bride and groompotentially
being embarrassed on their
most important day. It be‐
comes about abundance
signifying that all is well,
that love and life abound. It
becomes about Jesus’
“hour.”

What is Jesus’“hour”? It is
a time of the revelation of
God’s immense gift of
abundance. In this gospel,
not one jar of water became
wine, but six. Not a little bit
of wine, but over a hundred
gallons. Not partially filled
jars, but“to the brim.”Not in‐

ferior wine, but “good wine.”
Not just one sign, but “the
beginningof his signs.”More
is yet to come. In the “more”
is God’s glory revealed. In
the “more” is God’s abund‐
ance-a sign of the fullness of
Life and love God offers us.

The epiphany of Jesus’
glory is a sign of the persist‐
ence of God’s overtures of
love to us, a love so im‐
mense that it is not measur‐
able, not able to be con‐
tained, not ever exhausted.
There are signs of God’s
abundant love—God’s
most lavish gift to us—all
around us. What are the
signs? Obvious miracles,
yes, in Jesus’ time. But many
miracles are still happening
today: the gift of life at the

birth of a baby, the peace of
reconciliation, the warmth
of faithful love, the satisfac‐
tion of success, the beauty
of a sunrise or sunset. God’s
glory is revealed in many
signs of abundance. Abund‐
ance, ultimately, is a sign of
messianic times, of God’s
fullness of salvation offered
to us. This is why Jesus
came. In the abundance of
who he is, Jesus reveals the
fullness of who we might
become. God’s glory is God’s
Presence. Yes, God’s glory is
revealed in many signs of
abundance. Most fully in Je‐
sus himself. Most fully in us,
the Body of Christ, as we
come to deeper belief and
continue his ministry.

Belief is directed to a
who rather than awhat. Our
own encounters with Jesus
(in prayer, through others, in
struggling with daily self-
giving) are truly epiphanies
of God’s glory which also in‐
vite us to respond to abund‐
ance with belief. These epi‐
phany signs might come in
many ways—through oth‐
ers in a cry for help, in a
lonely person’s plea for com‐
panionship, in the spontan‐
eous laughter of delight, in
the beauty of nature. The
challenge for us is to see
these as revelations of God’s
glory, as epiphanies of God’s
love for us, and an oppor‐
tunity to respond in belief.
Yes, these common, ordin‐
ary signs of God’s abund‐
ance, love, and glory are all
around us. By responding to
other persons (recognising
them as revelations of God
to us) we ourselves also be‐
come signs of God’s abund‐
ance, God’s fullness. We
ourselves are the goodwine
kept until after Jesus’ ascen‐
sion when we take up Jesus’
mission as disciples. Living
the paschal mystery means
that we empty ourselves in
order to be filled with the
goodness of God’s glory.

Living the Paschal Mystery

Marriage Feast at Cana

Relationships are hard to
clarify. Determining
whether people in our lives

are simply acquaintances
and associates or a deeper
level of friend is a journey

that takes time. Identifying
and celebrating those
people who really care
about us is a lifelong adven‐
ture that involves both mo‐
ments of intense elation
and heartache. Some rela‐
tionships are more easily
definable than others. Two
peoplewho are in lovemust
decide whether the love
they share has the freedom
and depth necessary for
lifelong commitments.
Other relationships may
look like friendship but may
harbor grave dysfunction

and toxicity. Discernment is
needed on all fronts. Our re‐
lationship with God also
needs definition and dis‐
cernment. God has taken
creation as His spouse and
human beings as His chil‐
dren. God delights in us and
all that He has made. The
wedding feast at Cana
demonstrates God’s invest‐
ment in all of this, especially
our happiness. Life is a time
for celebration and great re‐
joicing!

I Hope I AmLikeHim
“If every flower wanted to be
a rose,” wrote St. Therese of
Lisieux, “spring would lose
its loveliness.”

Who is God asking you to
be today? There is an obvi‐
ous answer that springs to
mind right out of the gate.
God wants me to be a good
person (a good father, a
good husband) today;
today, Godwantsme to be a
saint.

But this answer fails to
get to the heart of the ques‐
tion. We are all striving
today to serve the same
Spirit, but we are given

different gifts to do so. The
one who has the gift of
knowledge may fail if today
he decides he wants to be a
healer. The one who has the
gift of “varieties of tongues”
might falter in the expres‐
sion of wisdom.

Think about thewedding
at Cana and the players in
the scene: the servers, the
guests, the bride and
groom. They all have a
unique role to play, and
though it is to the servers
that Mary gives the instruc‐
tion, “Do whatever he tells
you,”her words apply to all.

Today, arewe called tobe

the servers — do we wait
on God’s instruction and
carry it out, no matter how
foolish or impossible it may
seem to our human ears?
Are we asked to be the dis‐
ciples, to bear witness to a
miracle and to give our testi‐
mony? Are we called to imit‐
ate the Blessed Mother her‐
self and give encourage‐
ment to follow God’s word?

Let us examine our gifts
and listen in the silence of
our hearts to the direction
of the Spirit. Then and only
then, let us do whatever He
tells us.

— Tracy EarlWelliver, MTS

Everyday Stewardship

Live the Liturgy



Bernadette, Jean Maureen,
Christopher, Paula, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa, Cath

and Norman, the sick sisters at Oaklea, David, Marion,
Dave, Neil, Paul, Andrew, Jacob, Stella, David, Alisa,
Susan, Clive

Marjorie Balmer
AinéWarren

Let us know if you would like a name added to our
prayer list.

16 SECOND SUNDAY OF
ORDINARY TIME (C)

17 Monday
St Anthony

18 Tuesday

19 Wednesday
StWulstan

20 Thursday
St Fabian, St Sebastian

21 St Agnes

22 Saturday

23 THIRD SUNDAY OF
ORDINARY TIME (C)

Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 [3]/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Stella Chaytor (RIP)
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

1 Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mk 2:18-22
09:00 Breakfast with God Mercy Chapel
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Deceased Clergy of Covid-19

1 Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28/Mk 2:23-28
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Patricia Morris

1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10/Mk 3:1-6
12:05 Mass St Mary’s AinéWarren (RIP) & Family
12:45 WednesdayWalk Upper Room

1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a, 10b-11, 12-13/Mk 3:7-12
10:00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10:30 OpenHouse St Mary’s Catholic Centre
10:30 Mass St Cecilia’s John & Catherine McConville (RIP)
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Maureen Richardson & Eileen
17:00 Eveningwith Jesus and Friends Mercy Chapel

1 Sm 24:3-21/Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11/Mk 3:13-19
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Eveline & Bob Rodgers (RIP)

2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Ps 80:2-3, 5-7/Mk 3:20-21
10:15 Confessions St Mary’s
11:00 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Sarah & Alan RIddell
11:45 Confessions St Mary’s
18:00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s James & Agnes Mullen (RIP)

Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/1 Cor 12:12-30 or 12:12-14, 27/Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Audrey & Gerry Barry (RIP)
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

This Week

Question: How can we pray
for the dead throughout the
year?
Answer: We commemorate
the faithful departed on

November 2nd each year.
However, we can and
should continue to pray for
the dead. Our growth in
Christian perfection takes a
long time. At the time of our
death,many of usmight not
be saints yet. But God, in His
mercy, allows for those who
love Him to experience
purification after death. Our
word for that state is

Purgatory. It’s the
antechamber of heaven, so
to speak. We know we’re
getting in the house, but
we’re not quite ready to go
all the way in. There’s rain to
shake off our coats and dirt
that’s clogging our shoes.

Here on earth, we can
pray for the souls in Purgat‐
ory. One way is to request
that your parish offer aMass
for the intention of a spe‐
cific loved one. We can also

remember the departed in
our daily prayers. Just as we
have special intentions for
family and friends here on
earth, we can pray for those
who have died. It’s also a
good act of Christian charity
to pray for the forgotten,
those who have no one else
to pray for them.God knows
who they are!

Why do we do that?

First Reading: The prophet
Isaiah used marriage
imagery (bridge and
groom) to describe the
Lord’s love for his people,
Israel. What do you see as
some implications of this
marriage imagery?
Second Reading: Paul taught
the Corinthians that the
individual gifts of the Holy
Spirit are meant to benefit
and unify the community of
faith. How do you use your

spiritual gifts within your
faith community?
Gospel: Jesus turning water
into wine at the wedding
feast in Cana was one of the
first public “signs” he
performed revealing his
divinity. It also showed
Jesus’ compassion, sparing
the family shame at running
short of wine. How do you
imagine the family reacted
to Jesus’ intervention and
rescue?

Questions for theWeek

Saint of theWeek

St. Sebastian | January 20
Not much is known about
the life of St. Sebastian (256

– 287), except that he was a
Romanmartyr whose name
has been mentioned
throughout history since
early 350.
We see St. Sebastian many
times in art, especially from
iconic paintings from Guido
Reni, Andrea Mantegna and
Hendrick ter Brugghen. His‐
torical scholars now agree
that a spiritual story has the
beloved saint entering the
Roman army because only
there could he assist Chris‐
tian martyrs without arous‐
ing suspicion on himself.
Eventually he was found
out, brought before Em‐

peror Diocletian and de‐
livered to Mauritanian arch‐
ers to be shot to death.
Pierced with arrows, he was
left for dead, but managed
to survive. He recovered
from his wounds but still re‐
fused to leave.

One day, St. Sebastian
took up a position near
where the emperor was to
pass. He confronted the em‐
peror, condemning him for
his cruelty to Christians. This
time the sentence of death
was carried out, and St. Se‐
bastianwas beaten to death
with clubs. Today he is the
patron saint of athletes.

First Reading
As a young man marries a
virgin, your Builder shall
marry you; and as a bride‐
groom rejoices in his bride
so shall your God rejoice in
you. (Is 62:5)

Psalm:
Proclaim the wonders of
the Lord among all the
peoples. (Ps 95[96])

Second Reading:
But one and the same Spirit
produces all of these, dis‐
tributing them individually
to each person as he
wishes. (1 Cor 12:11)

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Speak, Lord, your servant is
listening: you have the
message of eternal life. Al‐
leluia!

Gospel:
Jesus did this as the begin‐
ning of his signs at Cana in
Galilee and so revealed his
glory, and his disciples
began to believe in him. (Jn
2:11)

Thank-you!
Fr Christopher, Fr Philip and
Deacon Eddy thank-you so
much for your kindness and
generosity with cards and
gifts this Christmas.

Eric, in particular, would
also like to thank you for all
the treats he received. He
promises to be a good boy
in 2022!

Closure of Halls
We’re still waiting to hear
about when we can reopen
the halls. We’ll keep you in‐
formed. In the meantime,
stay safe!

Our Lady of Mercy in 2022
Despite the problems of
2020 and 2021, by God’s
grace our parish community
continues to grow and
strengthen.

Thanks to everyone who
offered feedback on the Par‐
ish Mission Statement dur‐
ing Advent. The Parish Pas‐
toral Council will take all
your responses to prayer

when we meet again at the
end of themonth.

The Parish Stewardship
Committee have been pro‐
ducing a Parish Handbook
detailing all the different
ways parishioners can min‐
ister and support the parish.
We’ll be launching this soon
and inviting you to make a
personal commitment to
serve the parish.

At the endofMarchwe’re
having a parish mission/re‐
treat run by the Jesuits. It’ll
be a week of individual and
community prayer and a
time of renewal and bless‐
ing for the whole parish.
More details to follow.

After the success of the
Alpha course we looking at
running it again in the very
near future. If you missed it
the first time don’t miss it a
second time!

As soon as we’re able to
use the hall again, we’re go‐
ing to hold the Big Picture
Bible Course. It’s a 12 week
course that introduces the

major themes of the Bible
through a daily commit‐
ment to read a passage of
scripture and to share
weekly with a small group.
We’re going to offer many
opportunities for on-going
faith formation so that
everyone has a chance to
grow in their faith and ex‐
plore the beauty of Catholi‐
cism.

The major event of 2021
was the 40 Hours’ Devotion.
We’d love to be able to do it
it again this summer.

There’s also the ordinary,
everyday, activities of parish
life, principally theWeekend
Mass, catechetical forma‐
tion, ministries and out‐
reaches—we’ll be investing
time and effort into all of
these as we seek to discern
God’s will for our parish.

What else would you like
to see happing in your par‐
ish in 2022?

White Flower Appeal
Next Sunday is the annual
appeal for SPUC.

Announcements

136 litres! That’s howmuchwine Jesusmade at Cana. That’s
about 181 bottles! And this isn’t any old cheapplonk—even
the steward, who knew a thing or too about wine, was im‐
pressed by the quality! Although John doesn’t say it, I am
quite sure it was all drunk and a very good timewas had by
all!

For us Christians, joy is central to our experience of the
Gospel, which is also something Pope Francis has fre‐
quently spoken about. Christian joy, however, doesn’t
mean wearing a plastic smile all the time. It isn’t about ig‐
noring the difficulties and sadnesses of daily life. However,
Christian joy is about finding something deep, lasting, and
truly meaningful, something that will never wear out or be
lost or spoilt by the world: the love Jesus has for
each one of us. That’s the source of Christian
joy. However, there is a warning at Cana for
all of us. Jesus turned the water into wine:
we must be careful through our false wit‐
ness not to turn it back into water!

Income
Collections £6,022.46
Rent of premises £940.00
Candles £529.20
Piety £314.00
Fundraising/Donations £85.00

Total November— £7,890.66

Collections £7,334.09
Rent of premises £880.00
Candles £864.56
Piety £295.00
Fundraising/Donations £70.00

Total December— £9,443.65

Total—£17,334.31

Expenditure
Heat & Lighting £1,380.69
Repairs & Renewals £457.90
Water Rates £22.51
Council Tax £249.00
General Admin £4,339.35

Total November— £6,449.35

Heat & Lighting £2,964.93
Repairs & Renewals £1,271.23
Water Rates £22.51
Council Tax £249.00
General Admin £1,857.35

Total December— £6,365.45

Total—£12,814.90

Stewardship November & DecemberFlock Notes
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