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Human history reveals
many periods where people
lost a sense of God’s tran‐
scendence. It may even be
argued that human beings
have been wandering and
lost more than they have
been at home and focused.
Human nature beingwhat it
is, we struggle with who
God really is — the God of
our salvation history or the
“gods” of human constructs.
Relying on our own designs
and pursuits, we forget that
we really are meant to listen
to One upon whom the
Spirit of the Lord rests, Jesus
Christ, and not to ourselves.
That same history that re‐
veals our fickleness and infi‐
delity also reveals God’s
constancy and faithfulness.
God always finds us.

As people wander and
fumble to find their way,
God is there bringing them
back to holiness and giving
them the assurance of His
presence. We have to allow
God’s Word, God’s life, to
touch us and change us. It
can make us more flexible
and attentive to the sacred
in all facets of life so that
every day is one that is holy.
Every day is a time when ful‐
filment is possible for one’s
soul. Jesus stood before
those gathered in the syn‐
agogue as the fulfilment of
words of promise that were
echoed long ago. God

doesn’t forget. He always
comes for us.

Now it is time to remem‐
ber to go to God. Some‐
times our lives are so con‐
fused and tangled that it is
difficult to see theWord and
hand of God. But when we
realise, deep within, the
depth of friendship God
offers to us it really has the
power to turn sadness to

joy. The promise is fulfilled.
Going frequently to God’s
Word, allowing ourselves to
be enriched and rejuven‐
ated, and pondering the
certainly of God’s fidelity
and promise permanently
transforms us. We will be
more aware of the sacred
and the holy and less inves‐
ted in things that pull us
away.

Writing an autobiography is
not as easy as it sounds. We
are immediately faced with
choices: Do we strictly tell
the facts of our lives, or do
we help people get an in‐
sight into our likes and dis‐
likes, emotions and feelings,
ambitions and goals? How
much of who we really are
do we want to reveal? If the
autobiography is meant for
family legacy, both facts
and self-revelation are im‐
portant. If the autobio‐
graphy is by a political fig‐
ure, then facts are what
count. If the autobiography
is by an entertainment per‐
sonality, then personal rev‐
elation is more interesting.
How we write depends on
what we want to convey. At
the beginning of Luke’s gos‐

pel he explicitly states that
he sets out to “compile a
narrative of the events” of
Jesus’ person and mission.
He claims that he has “in‐
vestigat[ed] everything ac‐
curately anew.” Luke wants
to get it right He knows how
important his writing is—its
purpose is to “realise the
certainty of the teachings”
Jesus brought us. Luke’s
story of Jesus, however, is
more than facts.

In this gospel Jesus
clearly proclaims who he is
and what he comes to bring.
He is One who lives “in the
power of the Spirit”; he
comes to bring a new teach‐
ing. He is God’s anointed; he
comes to bring the human
community glad tidings,
liberty, sight, freedom, fa‐

vour. He is the long-awaited
Messiah; he comes to bring
manifest signs of salvation.
The “eyes of all . . . looked in‐
tently at him.” Do our eyes
look intently upon him?
Why should we? Because in
Jesus is fulfilled all our long‐
ings, all our hopes, all our
expectations. The same in‐
tensity with which the
people of Nehemiah’s time
heard the Law proclaimed
by Ezra is focused on Jesus
in the synagogue. Their in‐
tense anticipation is met by
Jesus’ dramatic assertion
that the Scripture passage
from Isaiah “is fulfilled” in
their hearing. In the :first
reading Ezra reads from the
book of the Law; in the gos‐
pel Jesus is the book, the
Good News, theWord made

flesh. Ezra interprets what
he read; in the gospel Jesus
himself is the interpretation.
Ezra’s word was an inspiring
word that had power and
moved the people to wor‐
ship and praise; Jesus’ word
is a creative word fulfilled in
him and continues in the
gospel in which we
ourselves encounter Jesus
and are moved to be dis‐
ciples. The feasting, joy, and
new strength on the holy
day when Ezra read the Law
are now fulfilled in a new or‐
der in which the feasting is
on Jesus and the strength
comes from our sharing in
the same Spirit.

Jesus is enfleshed today
in the lives of those who en‐
counter him, the gospel’s
very fulfilment, throughout
the ages. Now we-our own
lives-announce the mean‐
ing of the Word proclaimed
and en.fleshed. We can do
so because, like Jesus, in our
baptism we also have been
anointed with the Spirit. By
our baptism we have re‐
ceived a share in Jesus’ sav‐
ing deeds. As his followers,
we make present his saving
mystery. Living the paschal
mystery means that we con‐
tinually look for the poor,
captive, blind, and op‐
pressed among us.We don’t
have to look very far! “Today
this Scripture passage is ful‐
filled”is now true onlywhen
we ourselves respond to
those around uswho need a
nourishing, strengthening,
joyful word. This means that
God’s word isn’t something
we only hear on Sunday, but
becomes a living word in
our hearts, inspiring us to be
in our very selves living gos‐
pels. As we gradually grow
into being anointed by the
Spirit, we, like Jesus, are the
fulfilment of the Scriptures.

Good news for the poor

Living the Paschal Mystery

People can easily lose a
sense of the sacred and
transcendent.Whenwe lose
a sense of God’s special
presence, we need to be
brought back. Ezra brought
people back to the word of
God and they realised what
they were missing. Jesus

proclaims God’s word in the
synagogue with true con‐
viction and tells those
gathered that he is the fulfil‐
ment of all that Isaiah
taught. Even though people
get lost, distracted, discour‐
aged, and often journey
down thewrongpath, God’s

timeless law remains. When
we allow ourselves to truly
hear God’s word and act on
it, that living word slowly,
over time, changes us. It has
the power to soften and
mould us, creatingwithin us
a joyful spirit. We realise the
truth in what God speaks

and become open to God’s
love. Gradually and gently
God leads us back where we
belong. We discover again
the sacred character of life
and the wonder of God’s
power. It is no wonder that
Luke addresses his remarks
to Theophilus. It is a name
that means “beloved of
God,” a name that can be
used by anyonewho desires
friendship with God.

Plant YourWorks in theWord
One of the things about
Scripture is that even the
smallest word and shortest
phrase can be critical to the
overall message. When you
take a quiet moment to rest
with theWord, you find how
quickly the most mundane
sentence can reach out and
grab you, pulling you into a
deeper contemplation of
some truth you hadn’t even
considered until then.

But we often fail to act as
the Israelites in the Book of
Nehemiah, standing before
the Water Gate “listening at‐
tentively.” Whether it’s at
Mass during the Liturgy of
theWord or at home poring
over the Bible, time after
time we find ourselves less
mindful than we could be.
Our ears accept the sounds
of the words and our eyes
glance over the shape of the

letters.
But are we mindful—

truly?
The best answer is hope‐

fully at least sometimes.
There are always tasks to be
completed, problems
weighing on our minds that
we can’t quite give over to
God. We lose ourselves in
these things instead of in
Scripture. We “clock in” with
Bible reading instead of
“diving in.”

We can never forget that
the words of the Lord are

spirit and life. They are the
soil that quickens the seed
of all stewardship. There is
no mindfulness, no prayer,
no graciousness, no gratit‐
ude or accountability or
sense of commitment un‐
less there is theWord.

So let us pray today for
mindfulness, that our every
action will be grounded in
the law of God — giving it
true spirit and life.
— Tracy EarlWelliver, MTS

Everyday Stewardship

Live the Liturgy



Bernadette, Jean Maureen,
Christopher, Paula, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa, Cath

and Norman, the sick sisters at Oaklea, David, Marion,
Dave, Neil, Paul, Andrew, Jacob, Stella, David, Alisa,
Susan, Clive, Mary

Marjorie Balmer
AinéWarren
Matthew Laws

Patrick Deehan

Let us know if you would like a name added to our
prayer list.

23 THIRD SUNDAY OF
ORDINARY TIME (C)

24 Monday
St Francis de Sales

25 The Conversion of Saint
Paul

26 Wednesday
Ss Timothy &Titus

27 Thursday

28 Friday
St Thomas Aquinas

29 Saturday

30 FOURTH SUNDAY OF
ORDINARY TIME (C)

Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/1 Cor 12:12-30 or 12:12-14, 27/Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Audrey & Gerry Barry (RIP)
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

2 Sm 5:1-7, 10/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 25-26/Mk 3:22-30
09:00 Breakfast with God Mercy Chapel
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Lorraine Elizabeth Purdy (RIP)

Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Ps 117: 1bc, 2/Mk 16:15-18
12:05 Mass St Mary’s AinéWarren (RIP)

2Tm 1:1-8 orTi 1:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 27-28, 29-30/Mk 4:1-20
12:05 Mass St Mary’sWylamWilson (RIP)
12:45 WednesdayWalk Upper Room

2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29/Ps 132:1-2, 3-5, 11, 12, 13-14/Mk 4:21-25
10:00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10:00 OpenHouse St Mary’s Catholic Centre
10:30 Mass St Cecilia’sMary Newman & DoreenThomas (RIP)
12:05 Mass St Mary’s John & Jean Lane (RIP)
17:00 Eveningwith Jesus and Friends Mercy Chapel

2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6a, 6bcd-7, 10-11/Mk 4:26-34
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Pat Hamilton

2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 16-17/Mk 4:35-41
10:15 Confessions St Mary’s
11:00 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Rosemary Corbett
11:45 Confessions St Mary’s
18:00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s Harry & Nellie Randle (RIP)

Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15-17 [cf. 15ab]/1 Cor 12:31—13:13 or 13:4-13/Lk 4:21-30
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Shaun Dover (RIP)
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

This Week

Question: Is it right to sue
someone? Isn’t it a way of
getting revenge?
Answer: Revenge is inflicting

harm for harm’s sake, the
idea of an eye for an eye, a
tooth for a tooth, and then
some. There is often a fine
line between justice and
mercy, between
compensation and
forgiveness. Unfortunately,
things can happen to us
that cause harm, suffering,
and damage, regardless of

people’s intentions. When
someone is hurt, especially
in such a way that special
care or treatment is
required, the cost of that
care needs to be paid.

In a perfect world, those
with special needs, handi‐
caps, or disabilities would
find the help and care they
need, including those who
are injured or hurt. But
justice is not always forth‐
coming, and people are not

always fair. So, using the
legal system to right a
wrong is sometimes the
only option.

In some cases, it is the
only way that people can
get the help they need and
deserve. However, frivolous
lawsuits, or ‘fishing for
money’ is not only unfair,
but immoral as well. The law
is there to protect people
and making use of it when
necessary is a good thing.

Why do we do that?

First Reading: Ezra and
Nehemiah were the
religious and political
leaders of Judah in the mid-
5th century BC. They
grounded their leadership
in Scripture (“the book of
the law.”) What role does
sacred Scripture have in
guiding your life?
Second Reading: Paul used
the human body as an
analogy for the “many parts”
of the Christian community
in Corinth that should unite
as the “one body” of Christ.

In what ways do you find
this a challenging vision for
community?
Gospel: Today’s reading
contains both the opening
prologue to the Gospel of
Luke and the initial reaction
to Jesus’ return to his
hometown of Nazareth.
Luke is the only Evangelist
to provide us with a
prologue outlining his
motivation to write his
Gospel. What details do you
find most interesting from
Luke’s prologue?

Questions for theWeek

Saint of theWeek

One of the most famous
members of the Dominican
Order, St. Thomas Aquinas
(1225 – 1274) is well-known

by many for his theological
work, “The Summa Theolo‐
giae.” Born in Italy, his
mother wanted him to be‐
come a Benedictine and
had high hopes that he
would eventually become
abbot of Monte Cassino,
where he spent much of his
youth. To change his voca‐
tion, she had him kid‐
napped by his brothers on
his way to Paris at the age of
19. He spent two years in
their captivity. Despite this,
nothing could shake him
from his vocation to be‐
come a Dominican priest
and he was eventually re‐
leased. Once free, he went

to Paris and then to Co‐
logne, where he finished his
studies with Albert the
Great.
His greatest contribution to
the Catholic Church is his
writings. The unity, har‐
mony, and continuity of
faith and reason, of revealed
and natural human know‐
ledge, encompasses his
writings. The Summa Theo‐
logiae, his last and, unfortu‐
nately, uncompleted work,
deals with the whole of
Catholic theology.
The patron saint of teachers,
theologians and students,
St. Thomas Aquinas died in
1274. His life and the impact

he had on the whole
Church, however, remains
alive today.patron saint of
athletes.

First Reading
Ezra read plainly from the
book of the law of God, in‐
terpreting it so that all
could understandwhatwas
read. (Neh 8:8)

Psalm:
Your words are spirit, Lord,
and they are life. (Ps 18[19])

Second Reading:
For in one Spirit we were all
baptised into one body,
whether Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free persons, and
wewere all given todrink of
one Spirit. (1 Cor 12:12)

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Lord has sent me to
bring the good news to the
poor, to proclaim liberty to
captives. Alleluia!

Gospel:
“Today this Scripture pas‐
sage is fulfilled in your hear‐
ing.” (Lk 1:21)

White Flower Appeal
This weekend we are having
a retiring collection for the
White Flower Appeal to sup‐
port the work of SPUC.

Confirmation for Adults
Bishop Robert is coming to
the parish to confirm some
of our young people on
Tuesday, 15 February.

There are many adults in
the parish who, for one
reason or another, missed
out on the opportunity to
receive this important sacra‐
ment when they were
younger. We’d like to invite
you to consider receiving
this sacrament and com‐
plete your Christian Initi‐
ation. If you’ve been mean‐
ing to do something about
this for a long time but just
haven’t gotten around to it,
this is your chance. Take the
hint from the Holy Spirit.

Fr Philip will have a few
short meetings in prepara‐
tion. If you’d like to join give
your details to one of the

clergy, email us or phone
andwe’ll let you knowwhen
we’re meeting.

Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity
Our Father,
We seek you in so many
ways and places in our life.
We seek you for guidance
and for comfort.
But you have told us that
when there is hunger, it is
up to us to feed the hungry.
We ask you to help us see
you in other Christians
and humbly ask you for
strength in the search for
what we have in common.
Bless our efforts to look at all
the ways we are united in
faith,
and grant us courage to
change our hearts and
minds to realise your will.
We ask all this throughChrist
our Lord and brother,
in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Announcements

One of the most important things to happen in the early
Church was the embracing of Greek philosophy. It might
not sound very important, or particularly consequential;
however, its effects cannot be underestimated. Basically,
Christians were saying that our belief can stand up to lo‐
gical and philosophical scrutiny. For example, whenwe say
that Jesus is risen from the dead that statement ought to
be reasonable; if it is true—and it certainly is—then itmust
stand up to scrutiny. In effect, Christianity was siding with
science and philosophy. Some of the greatest minds in his‐
tory have turned their attention to the tenets of the Chris‐
tian faith, and christianity, despite common opinion, is not
merely a collection of fairy tails, legends andmyths.

We seem to be living in a world where opinion has been
raised to the level of objective fact; where the conclusions
drawn from years of careful, repeatable and verifiable re‐

search can be dismissed because we read something on
Facebook written by someone whose friend’s sister said
something! Truths we don’t like are so easily dismissed and
replaced by ‘alternative facts’ that confirm what we are
hearing in our own echo chambers.

Thomas Aquinas would have none of that! His life and
enormous intellect was dedicated to searching for the
truth and he found it, not in books, but in a person: Jesus
Christ who is The Truth. The closer we are to the truth the
closer we are to Jesus.

I sometimes wonder if so many people abandoning the
faith is related to their abandoning the truth. When we re‐
place theTruthwith our opinionwe’re falling into the sin of
idolatry. We’re replacing Jesus with something
we’ve created ourselves. When that hap‐
pens we need help from true experts. For‐
tunately, there’s no shortage of saintswho
have gone on that journey before us. St
Thomas Aquinas, pray for us!
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