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What has been the most
difficult challenge you faced
in your life? Many difficult
human experiences can
“turn up the heat” in our
lives, causing us to question
the why of things or even
fall into despair. Some
people just somewhat pass‐
ively accept what life brings,
even death, and chalk diffi‐
cult experiences up to hap‐
pening “because they do.”
They seemingly endure and
move on. Taking life at face
value, there really is no ulti‐
mate meaning to things. It’s
easier to ignore that inner
prompting calling us to un‐
derstand why. It’s there
whether we admit it or not.
To question or not to ques‐
tion — that is the question!
People sometimes give up
the God search because it
causes too many questions.
Once we open the door to
the possibility of God’s exist‐
ence, then all of the awk‐
ward, challenging, and tra‐
gic pieces of life have to find
their place.

It gets messy. But the
search is so important to liv‐
ing. We can easily dry up
and become arid, abandon‐
ing any hope for purpose
and meaning because it’s
too difficult and non-ra‐
tional at times. In searching
for answers to the how and
why of life, human beings
also embark on a search for
God. When one finally
stumbles upon the real liv‐
ing tangible presence of
God, then that discovery al‐

lows life’s ironies and ten‐
sions to be held side by side
with the all-encompassing
totally unconditional, un‐
merited love of God! Then
when life’s heat gets turned
up, difficulties and chal‐
lenges abound, dryness and
heartache become the
norm, the soul remains in
joyful repose. There is no
fear.

The beatitudes celebrate
life’s ironies and tensions,
holding them all together in
the Kingdom of God.
Poverty, hunger, weeping,

being insulted and hated
are not things we would
normally associate with be‐
ing God’s friends. But they
are! In fact, those who ex‐
perience these uncomfort‐
able realities of life are actu‐
ally better off than those
who do not. This is what
makes Jesus’ message so in‐
triguing! Don’t give up
questioning. Questioning
the apparent inequities and
polarities of human experi‐
encewill certainly challenge
one’s faith. But it’s the only
way to deepen it.

Today, as much as at any
time in history, the world is
divided into the “haves”and
“have-nots.” This is seen
clearly in the stark differ‐
ence between the affluent
West and the poverty of
much of Asia and Africa.
There are some cities in the
world that are little more
than giant slums. There are
rural communities that
make their livelihood with
farming tools that were in
use in biblical times. This is
all compounded by
droughts, wars, and racial
massacres. In some coun‐
tries people are subsisting
on one bowl of rice a day,

while in the affluent coun‐
tries, shopping malls mul‐
tiply with merchandise that
far surpasses moderate
needs. There are whole sec‐
tions of supermarkets that
carry a vast variety of pet
foods. It is possible to spend
as much on a dinner party
as some fellowhumans earn
in a year.

The scriptures today
centre on antitheses. Luke’s
beatitudes differ from Mat‐
thew’s inasmuch as they
look to very concrete hu‐
man and social categories
and are less given to spir‐
itual elaboration. The Lucan
Jesus speaks of those who

are the real poor, hungry,
and sorrowful and contrasts
them with the rich, the well
fed, and the merrymakers.
The former are favoured by
God, while the latter face a
bleak future.

Jeremiah has his own an‐
tithesis, using plant life as
imagery for the human con‐
dition.The tree in its verdant
splendour is close to the
river with an ample supply
of water; the bush, on the
other hand, is planted in a
wasted and arid desert with
no sustenance to assure
growth. It is clearly illustrat‐
ive of human choices, with
some placing their whole

trust in God, and others, in
human pursuits.

A careful readingof Paul’s
message today helps us
bridge these antitheses. It is
the resurrection of Christ
that makes all the differ‐
ence. No resurrection, no
Holy Spirit. A risen Christ
means a Spirit-filled Chris‐
tian. To believe in the risen
Christ and to place our trust
in him is to be the tree
planted near living water.
This means that we are out‐
fitted to bridge the gap
between rich and poor. We
are ill at ease with social in‐
equality and findways, even
though modest, to bring
about a just society both at
home and abroad. Ex‐
amples abound today that
are more than ample proof
of this. A group of Christian
people fund, support, and
sustain a private school for
underprivileged minority
children in a large city, with
remarkable results. In an‐
other case, a prominent
artist volunteers each week
to teach gifted poor chil‐
dren how to paint. There are
“big brothers” and “big sis‐
ters” who give of their time
generously to help seriously
disadvantaged youth. Some
major pharmaceutical com‐
panies have worked to over‐
come barriers to bringing
important medical drugs, in
a cost-effective way, to
needy countries.

Christ reminds us that
the poor we will have al‐
ways with us. They are the
beloved of God. But blessed
are those who seek to
bridge the gap. They reach
out to the poor, the hungry,
and the weeping. The truth
is that prayers are said not
only on one’s knees. To
touch the neediest is also to
pray.

Happy are youwhen people hate you

Living the Paschal Mystery

The humanheartwill always
find itself wanting unless it
finds its rest in God. Many

people haven’t yet figured
out that pursuing purely
secular ideologies and in‐

terests and side stepping
their relationship with God
causes them to fall short of
their potential. When we
seek our satisfaction, seek
our strength, and establish
priorities based entirely on
the things of this world, we
come up empty. There is
never enough and we are al‐
ways reaching for more. We
develop distorted senses of
justice, lose our moral axis,
and lower our benchmarks
for change, growth, and de‐

velopment. That is why
knowing the beatitudes and
God’s vision they contain is
so important. They remind
us that our consumption,
success driven lives can ac‐
tually hurt and exploit oth‐
ers; quickly moving us away
from God’s idea of how
things need to look. God ul‐
timately will set things
straight. We can assist in
that mission now by trust‐
ing, hoping, and looking to
God for our cues for how to
live, set goals for ourselves
and discern the best way to
share this world with our
brothers and sisters.

The gift of theMission
We all know that there are
times when life can feel, as
Jeremiah writes, empty and
wasted. There are moments
whenwe think we resemble
a barren bush, thirsting in
the desert sun.

That’s why it is imperat‐
ive for us to know the loca‐
tion of our water source. I
promise you, it’s closer than
you think. God never
planted a seed in barren
ground.

For me, it’s the Mass. Go‐
ing to Mass is where I find
total peace and renewal. I

don’t have any great theolo‐
gical explanation for this —
Mass is simply where I can
truly rest in God for a time,
where nothing and no one
in the world can touch me.
And wouldn’t you know it,
it’s in the toughest times
that I need Mass the most
— that my roots stretch
harder for that water.

Woe to the rich, says Je‐
sus — woe to the popular,
to the content, to the happy.
It’s not because He hates to
see us smile. It’s because He
knows our humanity. He
knows our limitations. He

knows that when things are
going really well, we often
stop looking for God.

What replenishes you as
a disciple, as a steward, as a
Christian? If it feels far away
or hard to reach,why is that?
How can you bring it closer?

We are all trees planted
near water, to yield our fruit
in due season. Let’s pray for
the strength to know where
our water source is, and to
seek it both in good times
and in bad.

— Tracy EarlWelliver, MTS

Everyday Stewardship

Live the Liturgy



Bernadette, Jean Maureen,
Christopher, Paula, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa, Cath,

the sick sisters at Oaklea, David, Marion, Dave, Neil, Paul,
Andrew, Jacob, Stella, David, Alisa, Susan, Clive, Mary

Marjorie Balmer, Áine War‐
ren, Matthew Laws, Patrick
Deehan, David Jones,

Mary Ann Banks, Rose Hutchinson, Nancy Anderson, Sr
Mary Fintan, Norman Dowson, Norah Doherty

Let us know if youwould like a name added to the list.

13 SIXTH SUNDAY OF
ORDINARY TIME (C)

14 Ss Cyril &Methodius

15 Tuesday

16 Wednesday

17 Thursday

18 Friday

19 Saturday

20 SEVENTH SUNDAY
OF ORDINARY TIME
(C)

Jer 17:5-8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6 [40:5a]/1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/Lk 6:17, 20-26
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Áine Warren (RIP)
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

Jas 1:1-11/Ps 119:67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76/Mk 8:11-13
08:00 Breakfast with God Mercy Chapel
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Intentions of Oaklea Sisters

Jas 1:12-18/Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 18-19/Mk 8:14-21
12:05 Mass St Mary’s George Harrison (RIP)
13:00 Over 60s St Mary’s Catholic Centre
17:00 ChosenTuesday Upper Room
18:30 Confirmation St Mary’s

Jas 1:19-27/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5/Mk 8:22-26
12:05 RequiemMass St Mary’s Intentions of Oaklea Sisters
12:45 WednesdayWalk Upper Room

Jas 2:1-9/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mk 8:27-33
10:00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10:00 OpenHouse St Mary’s Catholic Centre
10:30 Mass St Cecilia’s Intentions of Oaklea Sisters
12:05 Mass St Mary’s James McAuliffe (RIP)
17:00 Eveningwith Jesus and Friends Mercy Chapel

Jas 2:14-24, 26/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mk 8:34—9:1
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Intentions of Oaklea Sisters

Jas 3:1-10/Ps 12:2-3, 4-5, 7-8/Mk 9:2-13
10:15 Confessions St Mary’s
11:00 Mass St Mary’s Joe & Rosina Maxfield (50th Wedding)
11:45 Confessions St Mary’s
18:00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s Intentions of Oaklea Sisters

1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13 [8a]/1 Cor 15:45-49/Lk 6:27-38
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Dave & Linda Gibson
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

This Week

Question: How can a priest
counsel people about mar‐
riage when he has never
beenmarried?
Answer: If a marriage coun‐
sellor is in a bad marriage
does that mean that he or

shewill be a bad counsellor?
If one's counselling ability
depended upon first-hand
experience, would that re‐
quire counsellors to be per‐
fect before they can help
others? Obviously not.
Some of the skills necessary
to help others do come out
of personal life experience.
But you don't need per‐
sonal, first-hand experience
in order to understand
something. We would not
think that a doctor, who is
an oncologist, would not be
able to treat cancer because

he himself has never been
sick. We also would not ex‐
pect every doctor to treat
cancer. It is the same with
priests.

Essentially marriage is a
relationship and we've all
been involved in different
kinds of relationships: in our
family, with our friends, and
with God. And so coun‐
selling people about mar‐
riage is really helping them
to look at the issues that
really are part of their rela‐
tionship, finding ways to
better understand them‐
selves in relationship to one
another and in relationship
to God. In many ways a
priest's training, back‐

ground, and experience, as
well as his personal know‐
ledge of many different rela‐
tionships in families and
couples, gives him a broad
background from which to
draw upon. Most priests are
quite capable of helping
couples prepare for mar‐
riage and discussing the is‐
sues that are important as
they begin their life to‐
gether. And they do not do
it alone. With the help of
married couples and spe‐
cially trained counsellors,
most parishes offer a very
good preparation for the
sacrament of marriage.

Why do we do that?

First Reading: The prophet
Jeremiah speaks of the
blessings andgood fortunes
one receives by trusting in
the Lord. How have you
seen this reward present in
your life?
Second Reading: Paul chal‐
lenged those in Corinthwho
did not believe that Christ
rose from the dead. In what
ways do you defend the
faith with unbelievers?
Gospel: In presenting both
divine blessings and woes

to his disciples, Jesus em‐
phasises a great reversal of
these conditions in the fu‐
ture. What does this teach
us about God’s sense of
justice?

Questions for theWeek

Saint of theWeek

The history of St. Conrad of
Piacenza is quite fascinat‐

ing. Amember of one of the
most noble families of Pi‐
acenza, he was known for
his utmost honesty. Oneday
while out hunting with
friends, he thought he saw
some game in an area of
brush and ordered his at‐
tendants to set fire to the
brush in order to scare it out
of hiding. Unfortunately, the
dry brush quickly ignited,
and fire started to spread.
Soon, the surrounding area
was engulfed in flames.

Unfortunately, a known
arsonist happened to be in
the same area as the fire.

This man was later im‐
prisoned, tried, and con‐
demned to death for the
damage. But on his way to
his execution, St. Conrad of
Piacenza, full of guilt,
stopped the proceedings
and confessed to the fire. To
make restitution for the
damages, Conrad had to sell
all his belongings, which re‐
duced him to poverty. Soon
after, he decided to retire to
a hermitage, where he be‐
came a hermit of the Third
Order of St. Francis, and his
wife entered the Order of
Poor Clares.

First Reading
Blessed is the one who
trusts in the Lord, whose
hope is the Lord. (Jer 17:7)

Psalm:
Happy the man who has
placed his trust in the Lord.
(Ps 1)

Second Reading:
If the dead are not raised,
neither has Christ been
raised, and if Christ has not
been raised, your faith is
vain. (1 Cor 15:16-17)

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth,
for revealing the mysteries
of the kingdom to mere
children. Alleluia!

Gospel:
“Blessed are you who are
poor, for the kingdom of
God is yours.” (Lk 6:20)

Big Picture Bible Course
Monday, 29 February 2022 at
6pm in St Mart’s Catholic
Centre.

The Big Picture is an in‐
spiring and very enjoyable
journey through the Bible
for both those new to Scrip‐
ture study as well as those
with a deeper knowledge of
the Bible.

Each participant will
need their own Big Picture
Book/Journal which in‐
cludes a TV quality DVD. The
books cost £10. Everyone
will also need a Bible, but
any translation will do.

The Course covers 12 en‐
gaging sessions taking you
through Salvation History,
starting at the very begin‐
ning with God the Creator
right through to the End
Times with the Second Com‐
ing of Christ.

Your journal gives you 6
daily Bible reflections and
questions for you to prayer‐
fully ponder before then
meeting with your sharing
partner or group.

Each session includes an
informative overview of the
topic followed by a 15
minute DVD presentation
from amazing speakers
filmed around the biblical
world. These are also avail‐
able as free downloads to
anyonewho has bought the
course book.

The Big Picture Bible
Course is a great follow up
to the Alpha Course, but
don’t think that you can’t at‐
tend if you haven’t been to
Alpha.

Catholics are often ac‐
cused of not knowing their
Bible—The Big Picture is a
chance to rectify that.

Wedding Congratulations
Congratulations to Emily
and Ryan who were mar‐
ried at St Cecilia’s last Sat‐
urday. We wish them every
blessing and happiness in
their married life.

St Joseph’s, Panyangara
We’ve heard back from Fr Ig‐
natius and our sisters and

brothers in Panyangara
(Pan•yang•ar•ra—keep
practicing because we’ll be
testing you on it!). They are
delighted to know that our
parish in Sunderland is pray‐
ing for them and looking for
ways to support them. We’ll
let you know about our len‐
ten project in a fewweeks.

Sacrament of
Confirmation
OnTuesday evening Bishop
Robert will be in the parish
to confirm 42 young people
and two adults. Please keep
all the confirmandi in your
prayers.

Giving
Do you give your donation
by standing order? Do you
use envelopes? Do you use
GiftAid? All this helps the
parish. If you’d like to know
how to set up any of this
talk to one of the clergy.

Announcements

During the rite of confirmation the candidates renew their
baptismal promises. The bishop asks them several ques‐
tions and they respond ‘I do.’ Two simple words, but with
deep significance. With a simple ‘I do’ we get married, we
become priests or religious, wemake solemn vows.

When we renew our Baptismal vows not only do we re‐
affirm our commitment to live the Christian life,
we also renew all our commitments, espe‐
cially if we’ve allowed them to grow luke‐
warm. Commitments can’t just be made
once and then forgotten about: we need
us to keep saying‘I do’again and again.

Flock Notes
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Income—January 2022
Collections £5,188.71
Rent £680.00
Candles £492.50
Piety/CTS £50.00
Donations £330.02

Total £6,741.23

Stewardship
Expenditure—January 2022
Heat & Light £2,964.93
Repairs £1,271.23
Wages £2,993.41
Water Rates £42.85
Council Tax £249.00
Gen. Admin. £2,063.76
Diocesan Levy £16,696.94

Total £26,282.12


