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One of the greatest tempta‐
tions human beings face is
leaving the truth of who
they are, where they came
from and who created them
in pursuit of more personal
satisfactions. When we con‐
sider all that desires our at‐
tention in a given day, there
are many lures that attract
us to illusions about
ourselves. We can easily
find ourselves distracted or
tired, preoccupied with pre‐
serving our status in life, so‐
cial relationships, current
trends, and corporate de‐
mands, and intrigued by
pursuing what we perceive
to be the “path of least res‐
istance.” The daily concerns
of life can quickly take our
eyes off of our truth,making
the empty promises of
worldly accomplishments
and ideologies seem so at‐
tractive. What is at risk in
giving into this temptation?

We cease giving thanks
to and worshipping our Cre‐
ator as we pursue our own
self-sufficiency, power, and
prestige. We replace the
true God with a “pet” one.
While many do not totally
dismiss the idea of God and
pretend to remain at least
remotely connected, they
do not invest themselves
heart, mind, and soul in the
relationship either. That is
why we are so easily
swayed. If something at‐
tractive comes along, we
lunge for it. After all, having
a position above and over

everyone else is a good
thing, isn’t it? In more hon‐
est moments, many have to
admit that they believe this
to be true. The Evil One is
very convincing. But he can
only gain control if we allow
him to.

About temptation, St.
Basil remarks,“As thepilot of
a vessel is tried in the storm,
as the wrestler is tried in the
ring, the soldier in the battle
and the hero in adversity, so
is the Christian tried in

temptation.” And here is
found the reason for Lent. It
is a wonderful opportunity
to get a handle on the at‐
tractive lures of illusion that
easily captivate us and bring
us off track. It is also a time
for some honest reflection
rooted in prayer, fasting,
and selfless giving that can
bring us to temptation’s
remedy: love. Love of his
Father gave Jesus resist‐
ance. It can do the same for
us.

Pride, of course is a deadly
sin. However, I wonder if
there isn’t a form of pride
that isn’t sinful. For example,
can you be proud of your
parish without committing
amortal sin?

I think the answer is yes
and I would love to think
that every parishioner at
Our Lady of Mercy is proud
of their parish. It might be
for different reasons or be‐
cause of different things,
but I hope we can all find
something here to be proud
of. After all, none of us
wants to belong to a ‘me‐
diocre’parish.

Even if there is plenty for
us to be proud of and thank‐
ful for, everyone one of us

must continually ask
ourselves before God, ‘What
can we do to make the par‐
ish more inviting, more wel‐
coming, more accepting,
more inclusive, more outgo‐
ing… what can we do so
that more and more people
want to be involved?’

I was reading a study re‐
cently about the average
American parish. Appar‐
ently, thirty precent of the
families in the parish are in‐
volved, thirty percent are
uninvolved and forty per‐
cent are actively disen‐
gaged. Remember, that’s
the average American par‐
ish, I’d say for the average
UK parish the figures were
worse!

In broader society, it is
generally held that eighty
percent of the work gets
done by just twenty percent
of the people. It might seen
cynical, but the 80/20 rule
also seems to hold true in
parishes as well.

None of these numbers
are encouraging, but none
of them are particularly sur‐
prising. We simply have to
face the fact that the way
we’ve been doing things for
a long time just doesn’t
work very well.

Time and again we see in
the gospel that an en‐
counter with Christ changes
people in profound ways.
That’s the the fundamental
work of a parish: to be a

place where people en‐
counter Christ and are trans‐
formed.

We’ve deliberately
chosen the First Sunday of
Lent as our first Stewardship
Sunday. Jesus stands up in
the face of temptation and
boldly states who he is and
what he’s all about. He
doesn’t hide and he isn’t
passive in the face of the
real difficulties the Devil
brings his way. Jesus gives
us the perfect model of
what his disciples should be
like.

Two weeks ago, in this
column, I said that steward‐
ship is everything we do
after we say ‘I believe’. In
today’s Gospel, Jesus is do‐
ing just that. Lent, with its
focus on prayer, fasting and
almsgiving naturally draws
our attention to what we
have received fromGod: our
time, our talents and our
treasure. Lent is the best
time to look again at our
stewardship of everything
we have received from God.
Are we using well
everything he has given us?
Are we multiplying the gifts
he has given and are we re‐
turning that increase back
to him?

You received a pledge
card as you came into
church this weekend. Two
weeks ago you received the
Parish Handbook. You’ve
had a chance to read all the
different ways you can min‐
ister in Our Lady of Mercy
Parish. Today, after the
holimy, you’ll be invited to
make a pledge to God; to
put it in writing, and place it
in the offertory basket as
your offering to him this
year. We’re inviting you to
make three pledges: for
prayer, for involvement and
for sharing your talents.

Every Sunday we pray
the Creed. ‘I believe…’ This
week we’re adding ‘there‐
fore I do…’ Happy Steward‐
ship Sunday, Happy Lent!

Jesus was tempted by the devil

Stewardship Sunday

Human beings did not
come to believe in God just
because of someone’s

private testimony about
him. Rather, belief in God
became real when human
beings understood that all
of human history is being
guided and lead, kept and
sustained by a God who is
incredibly in love with all
that he has made. It is this
realisation that leads us to
thanksgiving and gratitude
for the one who gives us
“this land flowing with milk
and honey.” It also leads us
to adoration and worship as

we continue to see the cre‐
ative power of God’s pres‐
ence in all of the events of
our lives. The Church stands
as a living witness to all of
these things and calls us this
Lent to reflect and remem‐
ber. There is a great tempta‐
tion for human beings to
leave the truth of who they
are, where they came from
and who created them. Fall‐
ing into this temptation we
cease giving thanks to and
worshipping our Creator as

we pursue our own self-
sufficiency, power, and
prestige.While having more
may seem better, the only
thing we really need more
of is love. This fortifies us
and keeps us from falling.

Filling theBasket This Lent

Lent calls us into deeper
everyday stewardship be‐
cause it beautifully creates
opportunities to be mindful
of the call of Christ in even
the most mundane mo‐
ments of our day.

Many of us will particip‐
ate in the time-honored tra‐
dition of doing penance, or
“giving something up” for
Lent. When we do this, we
are mimicking the Israelites
who filled their baskets with
the first fruits of their har‐
vest, “and having set them
before the Lord, your God,
(bowing) down in his pres‐
ence”(Deuteronomy 26:10).

What are we going to
bring before the Lord this
Lent? What are our first
fruits?

If you’re struggling with

ideas for how to “fill your
basket,” it can help to come
at the problem from the op‐
posite side. Take a look at
the six characteristics of
Everyday Stewardship and
think about themoments in
your day when you fail to
fulfill the virtues to which
they call you.

What is keeping you from
being mindful of the call of
Christ throughout your day?
I promise you, if you listen,
you’ll hear it more than
once.

What is keeping you from
being prayerful? When you
have set your first fruits be‐
fore the Lord, what keeps
you from bowing down in
His presence to finish the
offering?

What keeps you from be‐
ing grateful — especially of
the small things that so of‐

ten go unnoticed?
What keeps you from be‐

ing gracious, from leaving
people smiling as they walk
away
What keeps you from being
committed and account‐
able? Where do your ex‐
cuses come from and what
makes you indulge them?

— Tracy EarlWelliver, MTS

Everyday Stewardship

Live the Liturgy



Bernadette, Jean Maureen,
Christopher, Paula, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa, Cath,

the sick sisters at Oaklea, David, Marion, Dave, Neil, Paul,
Andrew, Jacob, Stella, David, Alisa, Susan, Clive, Mary

Sr Mary Fintan, Norman
Dowson, Norah Doherty

Let us know if youwould like a name added to the list.

6 FIRST SUNDAY OF
LENT (C)

7 Monday

8 Tuesday

9 Wednesday

10 Thursday

11 Friday
CAFOD Family Fast Day

12 Saturday

13 SECOND SUNDAY OF
LENT (C)

Dt 26:4-10/Ps 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15 [cf. 15b]/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13
10:30 Mass St Mary’s ÁineWarren (RIP)
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mt 25:31-46
08:00 Breakfast with God Mercy Chapel
12:05 Mass St Mary’s George & Neil Brown (RIP)
18:30 Big Picture Bible Course St Mary’s Catholic Centre
20:00 Prayer Group St Cecilia’s

Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19/Mt 6:7-15
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Isabella & Christopher Burns (RIP)
12:45 Rosary St Mary’s
13:00 Over 60s St Mary’s Catholic Centre
17:00 ChosenTuesday Upper Room

Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19/Lk 11:29-32
12:05 Mass St Mary’s In thanksgiving (JCK)
12:45 WednesdayWalk Upper Room

Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8/Mt 7:7-12
10:00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10:00 OpenHouse St Mary’s Catholic Centre
10:30 Mass & Adoration St Cecilia’s SheilaWard (RIP)
12:05 Mass & Adoration St Mary’s Sheila Burnikell (RIP)
17:00 Eveningwith Jesus and Friends Mercy Chapel

Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8/Mt 5:20-26
11:30 Stations of the Cross St Mary’s
12:05 Mass St Mary’sMary Common (RIP)
12:45 Soup Lunch St Mary’s Catholic Centre

Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8/Mt 5:43-48
10:00 Prayers for Healing St Mary’s
10:30 Confessions St Mary’s
11:00 Mass & Healing St Mary’s Stella Close (RIP)
11:45 Healing & Confessions St Mary’s
12:00 RCIA Upper Room
18:00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s Holy Souls

Gn 15:5-12, 17-18/Ps 27:1, 7-8, 8-9, 13-14/Phil 3:17—4:1 or 3:20—4:1/Lk 9:28b-36
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Molly South
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

This Week

Question: After a civil di‐
vorce, is a Catholic obligated
to pursue an annulment?
Answer: Many Catholics are
not exactly sure what an an‐

nulment does. An annul‐
ment does not deny that a
marriage took place, nor
does it deny that there once
was love. It does not mean
that people say anything
untrue, such as they never
loved each other or that
everything in their marriage
was wrong. An annulment
does not negate children,
nor make them illegitimate.

An annulment addresses the
spiritual aspect of marriage.
In effect, an annulment says
that at the time of the wed‐
ding, there was either some‐
thing present or something
absent that prevented the
sacrament from taking
place. It is a spiritual de‐
termination that, if granted
in the affirmative, allows a
person to marry in the
Church.

Annulments have no
legal standing and are un‐
able to be used in a civil

court. Therefore, a Catholic
has no moral obligation to
pursue an annulment. How‐
ever, when the tragedy of
divorce occurs, and there is
no hope for reconciliation,
annulments may help bring
some spiritual closure to a
person’s life. Some people
have found the process to
be healing and others have
found it to be difficult.
Speak to your priest or a
member of the Diocesan
Tribunal staff to decidewhat
is best for you.

Why do we do that?

First Reading: Moses taught
the Israelites the import‐
ance of remembering and
thanking God for how God
saved them from Egyptian
slavery. What has the Lord
done for you that warrants
your gratitude and thanks‐
giving?
Second Reading: Paul speaks
of the importance of sincer‐
ity of heart and speech in
one’s belief in Jesus. How
well do you uphold this spir‐
itual exercise?

Gospel: Jesus confronts and
defeats the devil before he
begins his public ministry.
As we begin the season of
Lent, in what ways do you
think the devil is present in
your life?

Questions for the Week

Saint of the Week

St. Catherine of Bologna
(September 8, 1413 – March
9, 1463) came from an up‐

per-class family in Ferrara, a
city in Italy, and received an
education at the court,
where she learned reading,
writing, singing and draw‐
ing. But despite her advant‐
ages, her heart yearned for
God.

She joined a group of re‐
ligious women in Ferrara at
the age of 18. Four years
later, that same group
joined the Poor Clares, an
order founded by St. Francis
and St. Clare of Assisi. In
1456, she and 15 other sisters
were sent to establish a Poor
Claremonastery in Florence.

As abbess, St. Catherine

of Bologna worked to estab‐
lish the new community
and maintain a semblance
of peace throughout. She
was a model of piety and re‐
ported experiencing mir‐
acles and several visions of
Christ, and theVirgin Mary.

In 1463, St. Catherine of
Bologna became seriously
ill, and she passed away. She
was buried without a coffin
and her body was exhumed
18 days later because of
many cures attributed to
her at her graveside and the
sweet scent coming from
her grave. Her body was dis‐
covered incorrupt (meaning

it was not decaying) and re‐
mains so today.

First Reading
‘We cried to the LORD, the
God of our fathers, and he
heard our cry.’ (Dt 26:7)

Psalm:
Be with me, O Lord, in my
distress. (Ps 9o[91])

Second Reading:
For, if you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord
and believe in your heart
that God raised him from
the dead, you will be saved.
(Rom 10:9)

Gospel Acclamation:
Praise to you, O Christ, king
of eternal glory! Man does
not live on bread alone, but
on every word that comes
from themouth of God.

Gospel:
Filled with the Holy Spirit,
Jesus returned from the
Jordan and was led by the
Spirit into the desert for
forty days, to be tempted
by the devil. (Lk 4:1-2)

Big Picture Bible Course
We started last week, but it
isn’t too late to join. Come
along on Monday at 6.30
and make the Bible a part
of your lenten journey.

RCIA
The catechumens and can‐
didates celebrate the rite of
election this Sunday with
Bishop Robert in Newcastle
Cathedral. Please keep then
in your prayers.

Parish Retreat
Do you want to deepen
your prayer life? When
we’re generous, God is even
more so and we receive
from him far more than we
can give.

We’re inviting everyone
to take part in our parish re‐
treat this Lent, starting from

27 March. You’ll meet with a
trained prayer guide one-
to-one, either on line or in
person, for about 30
minutes each day for five
days. In addition you’ll be
asked to pray for 30minutes
a day.

This is a special invitation
from God to you this lent.
What will your answer be?

St Cecilia’s Toddlers’
Group
The group is restarting on
Tuesday, 8 March from 9–
11.30 am. It costs £3 per child
and every child must be ac‐
companied by an adult.

CAFOD Family Fast Day
Family Fast Day is on Friday
11 March. Please give up one
meal that day and donate
the money to CAFOD who

are supporting their sister
organisation CARITAS in
Ukraine, as well as many
other countries throughout
the world.

St Joseph’s Panyangara
Our lenten project this year
is to help buy ‘eco stoves’ to
support families in our sister
Parish, St Joseph’s, Pan‐
yangara, Uganda.

Most food is prepared on
open fires using firewood.
This causes deforestation,
loss of habitat, produces
harmful fumes for young
children and means women
spend hours each day look‐
ing for firewood.

Eco stoves are far more
efficient, use much less
wood and produce no
harmful fumes. At £30 each,
they are far beyond the
reach of many families.

For Lent we’re inviting

Announcements

Happy Lent!That’s right, Lent is a happy time! Admittedly, if
we spend the next 40 days thinking about our sinfulness
and all the bad we’ve done and how good we are at mess‐
ing things up, then the next 40 days aren’t going to be a
whole lot of fun. But is that really supposed to be the focus
of Lent? I don’t think so.

Lent isn’t about us andour sinfulness, it’s aboutGod and
God’s forgiveness. That’s why it is a happy season! 40 days
praising and thanking God that despite our seemingly end‐
less creativity when it comes to our capacity to sin, God’s
mercy is never frustrated or exhausted.Wemight
lose patience and get fed up with ourselves,
especially when it comes to those stub‐
born sins that are so hard to get rid of, but
that never applies to God: he’s ready to
forgive again and again. So, happy Lent!

Flock Notes
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every family to try and raise
£30 or whatever they can to
buy a family in Panyangara
an eco stove as an Easter
gift. Please put your dona‐
tion in an envelope marked
‘Eco Stove’ and put it in the
collection or hand it in.

We’re looking how we
can grow our links with Pan‐
yangara and thought that
this was a really good start
to our friendship. More im‐
portantly, though, please
keep the parishioners of
Panyangara in your prayers
as they are praying for us
this lent.

Mass & Prayers for
Healing
Next Saturday, 12 March
we’re having a special morn‐
ing of prayers for healing.

Starting at 10am there
will be praise and worship,
prayers and time for reflec‐
tion. Then after Mass at
11am there will be time for
adoration, prayers for heal‐
ing for individuals and
anointing.

All of use stand before
God in need of his healing
touch in different parts of
our life. Come next Saturday
morning and experience
the gift of his healing.


