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Pope St. John Paul II rightly
taught, “To believe in Jesus
is to accept what he says,
even when it runs contrary
to what others are saying. It
means rejecting the lure of
sin, however attractive it
may be, in order to set out
on a difficult path of Gospel
virtues.” Acceptance, rejec‐
tion, suffering, betrayal, fear,
reluctance, persecution, and
painful, undeserved and un‐
just death are all played out
in dramatic fashion today.
Jesus spoke of God’s uncon‐
ditional love, mercy, and for‐
giveness. Who doesn’t like
hearing about love, espe‐
cially God’s? Jesus did not
have backs turned on him,
face intense suffering, and

succumb to a horrific death
because he spoke of God’s
love. All of those things oc‐
curred because of the im‐
plications of actually believ‐
ing in God’s love.
God’s love comeswith an

intimate and equal bond
with love of neighbour. This
moves the believer outward
to truly see their brothers
and sisters as equals and
compels them to work for a
world that mirrors God’s
kingdom: a world based on
justice, peace, mercy, and
forgiveness. Sometimes,
people want to keep God’s
love to themselves and use
it solely for their own bene‐
fit. When they only want to
useGod’s love to justify their

own intentions and for their
own projects, problems oc‐
cur.

Sin makes something
hurtful, destructive, and
self-serving look very at‐
tractive and justifiable. The
lure of sin creates friends
who begin to believe the lie
that the sin expounds. This
is what happened on Cal‐
vary. When you begin actu‐
ally doing what Jesus is say‐
ing and translate love into
action, it inevitably will up‐
set popular and longstand‐
ing conventions and struc‐
tures.Manyof these serve to
protect status, foster per‐
sonal gain and success, and
further divide those who
have from those who do
not. Most people who hear
the Gospel are attracted to
what they hear, at first.
When they realise that it
means standing apart from
popular opinion, even if that
opinion is against the Gos‐
pel and sinful, they cower
back in fear and join the
throngs shouting, “Crucify
him!” There is an ambival‐
ence found in many believ‐
ers as they struggle with
whether their belief is
strong enough “to set out
on the difficult path of Gos‐
pel virtues.”

It takes a lot of courage
to admit that the system is
broken and even more cour‐
age to point out the sin. And
it takes an unbreakable love
of God to then accept the
consequences of doing so.

PALM SUNDAY

The liturgies during Holy
Week are unique and rich in
symbolism. The Mass for
Palm Sunday follows the
pattern of the day 2,000
years ago when Jesus
entered Jerusalem. It in‐
cludes a Gospel reading out‐
side the church building
and the entrance of the
priest into the sanctuary
while the congregation
waves palms.
The Holy Thursday Mass

also follows the rhythm of
the ancient Last Supper. The
presider washes the feet of
members of the congrega‐
tion, like Jesus washed the
feet of the disciples. After
Mass, all remaining hosts
are taken to an altar of re‐
pose, where adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament oc‐
curs late into the night. Pa‐
rishioners can remain like
the disciples in Gethse‐
mane, asked to “watch and
pray.”
On Good Friday, we cel‐

ebrate another special litur‐
gical service. Following the
Liturgy of theWord, there is
a communal reverencing of
the cross. The intercessions
are solemn and include
prayers for many different
groups of people, remind‐
ing us that Jesus’ passion is
for thewhole world. There is
no Liturgy of the Eucharist.
Hosts consecrated on Holy
Thursday are distributed,
after which the tabernacle is
empty. The tabernacle re‐
mains empty through Holy
Saturday— just as Jesus de‐
parted from this earthly
world in death — and we
wait in hope for Easter
Sunday!

Maundy Thursday

THE STILLNESS OF
HOLY SATURDAY
Holy Thursday brings us the
Last Supper. On Good Fri‐
day, we exalt the cross and
commemorate the death of
Jesus. On Easter Sunday, we
celebrate! But what about
the day in between?
Between death and life, the
timeholds its breath. For the
first disciples, Holy Saturday
was a day of silence, sorrow,

and waiting. But redemp‐
tion is already beginning!
Jesus descends to the dead
and frees righteous souls
awaiting eternal life. On our
own Holy Saturdays, we too
wait in silence. But it is not
the silence of disappoint‐
ment and confusion. It is the
silence of anticipation. Soon
and very soon, dawn will

alight on the horizon, and
the stone will be rolled back.
Until then, we wait in still‐
ness.

Foot washing is an ancient
practice of hospitality. In Is‐
rael in Jesus’ day, with its
deserts and dusty roads,
washing of feet was an act

of honour on the part of the
host. However, the host
himself would not do the
washing. That was the role
of the servant. The Apostles
would have been accus‐
tomed to this tradition. At
the Last Supper, Jesus takes
on the role of the servant,
washing the feet of his fol‐
lowers and friends. He mod‐
els the humble, loving ser‐
vice to which the Apostles
would soon be called.

Holy Thursday is the
commemoration of the Last
Supper. We celebrate many
things, including the institu‐
tion of both the Eucharist
and the priesthood –“This is
my body, which will be
given for you; do this in
memory of me.” When the
priest washes the feet of his
parishioners, he is model‐
ling the service of Christ.
While foot washing is no
longer a common practice
in our society, we too are in‐
vited to imitate Christ’s sac‐
rificial service to others.

Hailed one moment and re‐
jected the next. This seems
to be the pattern that re‐
peats itself not only
throughout history but in
our own lives as well. Jesus
wants to be triumphantly
welcomed into our hearts
with joy! And welcome him
we do! Then come the times
when we do exactly the op‐

posite and we reject the
teachings of the Gospel and
turn our backs on God’s
friendship. The one who at
one time is a friend now be‐
comes an enemy. Jesus un‐
derstands our ambivalence.
He lived it on the way to the
cross. Understanding the
full array of human emotion,
God accepts us where we

are. There is a great deal of
drama on the road to Cal‐
vary. Our lives can be dra‐
matic as well. In all of those
whirlwind moments it can
be difficult to find God’s
presence and understand
his will. We walk with Jesus
this week seeking inspira‐
tion and hope, the essential
keys needed to unlock the
door to God’s presence in
our lives.

Live the Liturgy

AGodwho knows how it feels

Christ could have spoken
anything from the cross, so
why did he choose to recite
Psalm 22? And why is it so
important that we recite
that same Psalm at today’s
Mass?
“My God, my God, why

haveYou abandonedme?”
We’ve never known the

Jesus of the Gospels to
doubt the will of God.We’ve
never known him to be a de‐
featist or to give into feel‐
ings of despair. He’s the hero
who walks on water, the Sa‐
viour who is welcomed to
Jerusalem with a pathway
of palms. And he knows

how this story ends; he
knows full well that his
Father has absolutely not
abandoned him.

So why does he say this?
Jesus doesn’t make offhan‐
ded comments, especially in
his last hour. Today, when
we repeat the words that he
calls out in his darkest mo‐
ment, we must remember
that he wants us, very par‐
ticularly, to consider them.
With his crucifixion, Jesus

reminds us of his humanity.
He is a man of flesh that can
be torn and blood that can
be shed. Somehow, in tan‐
demwith his divinity, he still
possesses a heart that
knows fear and pain and

longing. And with this
seemingly hopeless cry, he
reminds us of that.

Let us never doubt that
Jesus can relate to us in our
brokenness. This is the
week, friends. This is the
week that reminds us that
our God is a Godwho knows
every pang, every trem‐
bling, and every uncertainty
of human life. Our God
knows what abandonment
feels like. He knows what re‐
jection feels like. He knows
what it is to keep going
when the strength and the
will has disappeared.

— Tracy EarlWelliver, MTS

Everyday Stewardship

My grandmother was fond
of saying that God can write
straight with crooked lines.
All the mess of our daily
lives, the broken relation‐
ships, the hurts we‘ve
caused others and they
have caused us, all the spoilt
love: God can take all that
and transform it into some‐
thing life-giving.

In a sense, that’s what’s
happening on Good Friday.
God takes all that is worst in
us, all that is most contrary
to his image and likeness
that we allow to take root in
our souls, all that is most
crooked, and he forms it
into the straight lines: the

straight lines of his cross.
The cross is Jesus’ love

letter to us, the crooked
lines of our lives made
straight by his mercy.
The the face of such love

all we can do is surrender to
him and try our best to love
him back.

Good
Friday



Bernadette, Jean Maureen,
Christopher, Paula, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa, Cath,

the sick sisters at Oaklea, David, Marion, Dave, Neil, Paul,
Andrew, Jacob, Stella, David, Alisa, Susan, Clive, Mary,
Ronnie

Norah Doherty, Nora Rid‐
ley; Rina Di Marco

Let us know if youwould like a name added to the list.

10 PALM SUNDAY OF
THE LORD’S PASSION

11 Monday

12 Tuesday

13 Wednesday

14 HOLY THURSDAY

15 GOOD FRIDAY

16 HOLY SATURDAY

17 EASTER SUNDAY

Lk 19:28-40/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Lk 22:14–23:56
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Living & Deceased SVPMembers
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14/Jn 12:1-11
09:00 Breakfast with God Mercy Chapel
12:05 Mass St Mary’s George & Neil Brown (RIP)
18:30 Big Picture Bible Course St Mary’s Catholic Centre
20:00 Prayer Group St Cecilia’s

Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17/Jn 13:21-33, 36-38
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Special Intention
12:45 Rosary St Mary’s
13:00 Over 60s St Mary’s Catholic Centre
17:00 ChosenTuesday Upper Room

Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34/Mt 26:14-25
12:05 RequiemMass St Mary’s Rina Di Marco
17:00 Eveningwith Jesus and Friends Mercy Chapel

Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16abc, 17-18/1 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15
10:00 OpenHouse St Mary’s Catholic Centre
18:30 The Lord’s Supper St Cecilia’s The Parish Clergy
18:30 The Lord’s Supper St Mary’s Ellen O’Neill (RIP)

Is 52:13–53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1–19:42
15:00 The Lord’s Passion St Mary’s
15:00 The Lord’s Passion St Cecilia’s
18:30 Stations of the Cross St Mary’s

Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 [30] /Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a,
10-13, 15-18/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Ex 14:15–15:1/Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18 [1b]//Is 55:1-11/Is
12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [3]/Rom 6:3-11/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23/Lk 24:1-12
20:00 The Easter Vigil St Mary’s People of the Parish

Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 [24]/Col 3:1-4/Jn 20:1-9 or Lk 24:1-12 or, Lk 24:13-35
10:30 Mass St Mary’s ÁineWarren(RIP)
10:30 Mass St Cecilia’s Cecilia Finn (RIP)
No eveningMass on Easter Sunday.

HolyWeek

Question: I keep hearing
about the RCIA, what is it?
Answer: RCIA stands for Rite
of Christian Initiation of
Adults and it is the process
by which an adult is pre‐

pared to receive the sacra‐
ments of baptism, confirma‐
tion and eucharist or be
formally received into the
Catholic Church.
The RCIA consists of sev‐

eral stages and steps,
marked by special celebra‐
tions to mark the person’s
journey towards baptism or
reception into the Church
and the other sacraments.

It begins with entry into
the Catechumenate, when
someone makes a public

declaration of their inten‐
tion to seek baptism. Then
follows the period of the
catechumenate when cat‐
echumens learn about the
Catholic faith and join the
community for Mass, learn‐
ing the prayers and customs
of the community.
On the first Sunday of

Lent the catechumens are
formally chosen for baptism
that Easter by the com‐
munity and become the
‘Elect’. Three times during
Lent there are three ‘scru‐
tinies’ or exorcisms where
the elect are blessed and
prepared for baptism.

The high-point of the
RCIA journey is the Easter Vi‐
gil when we celebrate
Christ’s passing over from
death to life. On that night
the elect pass through the
waters of baptism, escaping
death and entering into the
new life of the risen Christ.
After their baptism, the

neophytes (newly baptised)
join with the newly-re‐
ceived in celebrating the
sacrament of confirmation
and eucharist this complet‐
ing their journey to full
Christian initiation. That of
course, is when the real ad‐
venture beings!

Why do we do that?

First Reading: We hear in
today’s reading how the
prophet Isaiah suffered for
his commitment to his call
and for his fidelity to the
Lord. And yet, Isaiah never
lost his faith in God. When
has your faith been put to
the test?
Second Reading: Paul recites
an early Christological hymn
to the Philippians describ‐
ing Jesus’human and divine
nature.Thehymn states that
Jesus “did not regard equal‐

ity with God something to
be grasped.” What do you
think this assertion is teach‐
ing us about Jesus’ dual
nature?
Gospel: In his account of the
passion narrative, we hear
how Luke emphasises the
innocence of Jesus, noting
both Pilate and Herod (Anti‐
pas) find Jesus innocent.
Why do you think Luke high‐
lights the verdict of Jesus as
“not guilty” of any capital
crime?

Questions for theWeek

Saint of theWeek

At the age of 14 St. Berna‐
dette (1844-1879) was living

in abject poverty with her
family in a one-room base‐
ment which had previously
been used as a jail, in the
town of Lourdes in southern
France. She was a sickly
child, having fallen victim to
Cholera in 1854 and would
battle asthma and tubercu‐
losis for the rest of her short
life. Bernadettewas illiterate
and is characterised inmany
accounts as slow or ignor‐
ant. It was in her 14th year
that Bernadette was gran‐
ted 18 visions of a ‘Lady’ at a
grotto in Massabielle. The
Lady instructed Bernadette

to come daily to the grotto
to receive the visions, even‐
tually proclaiming ‘I am the
Immaculate Conception’. A
spring at the grotto, which
appeared where Bernadette
was instructed to dig, has
been a site of miraculous
healing. The Lady also asked
that a chapel be built in the
grotto for pilgrims. Today
theMarian shrine at Lourdes
is one of the world’s most
popular.

During and following the
period of visions, the saint
was examined rigorously by
Church and local authorities.

The popular excitement
around the visions left her
subject to persistent ques‐
tioning and attention. Even‐
tually she sought protection
by retiring to a home for the
poor in a nunnery. She took
her vows in 1866 with the
Sisters of Charity at Nevers.
She worked as an infirmary
assistant, and later a sac‐
ristan, but by the end of her
life she was too sick to parti‐
cipate in convent life. She
died at the age of 35,
humble and penitent until
the end.

First Reading
I gave my back to those
who beat me, my cheeks to
those who plucked my
beard; my face I did not
shield from buffets and
spitting. (Is 50:6)

Psalm:
My God, my God, why have
you forsakenme? (Ps 21[22])

Second Reading:
He humbled himself, be‐
coming obedient to the
point of death, even death
on a cross. Because of this,
God greatly exalted him.
(Phil 2:8-9)

Gospel Acclamation:
Christ was humbler yet,
even to accepting death,
death on a cross.
But God raised him high
and gave him the name
which is above all names.

Gospel:
Jesus cried out in a loud
voice, “Father, into your
hands I commend my
spirit”; and when he had
said this he breathed his
last. (Lk 23:46)
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Holy Places Collection
The annual worldwide col‐
lection to support the holy
places in the Holy Land
takes places this weekend.
The money raised goes to
support the shrines connec‐
ted with the events in Jesus’
life and ministry and also
supports the small Christian
presence trying to survive in
the Holy Land.

Fatima Pilgrimage
There are a few places left
for the pilgrmage to Fatima
with Bishop Séamus on 7–21
July. Contact Siobhan
Kyiacou on 07737 423770 as
soon as you can to secure a
place.

Children’s Liturgy
It’s great to see somany chil‐
dren coming for children’s
liturgy, but we are still short
of catechists to help run it. If
your children attend can

you please consider joining
the team of catechists?
You’ll need to have a safe‐
guarding check but we can
help you with that. Please
speak to one of the catech‐
ists if you can help.

St Joseph’s Panyangara
Our lenten project this year
is to help buy ‘eco stoves’ to
support families in our sister
Parish, St Joseph’s, Pan‐
yangara, Uganda.

For Lent we’re inviting
every family to try and raise
£30 or whatever they can to
buy a family in Panyangara
an eco stove as an Easter
gift. Please put your dona‐
tion in an envelope marked
‘Eco Stove’ and put it in the
collection or hand it in.
We’ve been over‐

whelmed by the response
so far and there’s still a
chance if you’d like to con‐
tribute.

St Cecilias Church
Cleaning for Easter
St Cecilia’s is getting a big
clean for Easter on Wednes‐
day, 13 April, at 9.30 am.
Come along and do your bit
to get our church ready for
the Easter ceremonies.

Gift Aid Envelopes
Please collect your new Gift
Aid boxes from the back of
church. Please note that
numbers have changed this
year so make sure you take
the right box. Thanks for
your generosity! If you have
any problems or questions
please contact Ken Devlin
on 07719 904073.

The Easter ceremonies of
Maundy Thursday, Good Fri‐
day and Holy Saturday are
beautiful liturgies that en‐
able us to walk with Jesus
through his passion, death
and resurrection. Walk with
him this year!

Announcements

‘Sheephave apositive image
inChristianity because Jesus
is the Good Shepherd and
we are his sheep; we also
like to count ourselves
among the sheep in the par‐
able of the separation of the
sheep and goats.

Being likened to a sheep,
however, is not always pos‐
itive. Sheep are quite stupid!
Theypanic easily andblindly
follow where other sheep
are going. Sheep don’t like

to think for themselves.
We see that behaviour

today in the two gospel
readings: Jesus’ joyful entry
into Jerusalem and St Luke’s
Passion. It always strikes me
that the very same people
who were shouting ‘Hosan‐
na!’ at Jesus’ entry to Jerus‐
alem were baying for his
blood just five days later.
How could the crowd have
changed so quickly and so
dramatically? Probably be‐

cause they were behaving
like sheep: sheep without a
shepherd.

Being a sheep is not al‐
ways a good thing. There is
nothing virtuous about fol‐
lowing a mob or about al‐
lowing other people to de‐
cide for you what you
should think or say.
That’s why it is critical

that we make sure we a r e
following the
Good Shep‐
herd and
not anyone
else.

Flock Notes


