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Even Thomas struggles to
remove his boulder! Being
very pragmatic and determ‐
ined, he wants to see the
risen Christ for himself!
Thomas’s boulder is heavy
with mistrust. Many of ours
are too. A certain amount of
skepticism is good, as it can
save us frombeingdupedor
misled. But we can become
so skeptical of things that it
erodes our ability to trust
anything we see or hear.
Skepticism can actually be a
well-disguised defense
mechanism that we use to
prevent us from being hurt
or perceived as a fool. Hav‐
ing too much ego protec‐
tion is a real risk. Thomas,
because of the boulder
blocking his vision, could
not even trust the word of
his friends.

Boulders are hard to
move. It’s difficult to seek
change or take a risk, espe‐
cially when we are so afraid
tobe vulnerable or reluctant
to trust another’s word.
When we are closed minded,
overly pragmatic, unwilling
to see things in a different
way, stubborn or defensive,
it is difficult to be surprised
by God and stretched. We
need to be less guarded,
self-assured, and self-ab‐
sorbed. God cannot break
into the ordinary moments
of our lives and inspire us
when we cling to doubt. If
we are going to discover re‐
surrection faith, we have to
believe that what the wit‐
nesses say is true, especially
when they are credible. We
also have to trust that the

risen Christ is alive in us, too!
While the first witnesses

to the resurrection have
faded into history, there are
many others who have
come after them. They con‐
tinue to inspire by walking
the talk of faith. They are the
martyrs who offer their lives
for the Gospel, the simple
holy people in our com‐
munities who cling so
steadfastly to their faith,
those who have touched
despair and found new
hope and the ones who,
even in spite of ridicule, still
pursue their hunger and

thirst for God. They are our
friends, acquaintances, bib‐
lical heroes, and saints, and
many others who are con‐
vinced that they have seen
the Lord! The risen Christ
may not surprise uswith the
same kind of visit as he did
the first disciples, but God
finds other ways. All we
have to do is open our eyes,
remove whatever is pre‐
venting us from seeing and
believing and exclaim: “My
Lord andmy God!”

Lent is a practical time, a
season we can easily under‐
stand, embrace, use to pro‐
gress in our spiritual lives.
We choose to undertake
penitential practices. They
are concrete: give up some‐
thing we enjoy; do some‐
thing that will help us grow.
These penitential practices
come from and are directed
to our everyday living. Now
we are in the Easter season.
This season is not so easily
understood; risen Life is not
something practical deriv‐
ing from certain spiritual
practices. We know Jesus
rose from the dead; we can‐
not so easily grasp how this
has an immediate effect on
us. The resurrection is a mys‐

tery. Risen Life is different, a
new happening, a fresh ex‐
perience. Most surely, risen
Life is of God. It instills Easter
joy. Like the penance of
Lent, it ought to make a
difference in our everyday
living.
This gospel shows us

why the resurrection makes
all the difference in the
world. When the risen Lord
appears to the disciples
locked away behind closed
doors, fear is allayed by
peace, sin is allayed by for‐
giveness, doubt is allayedby
Presence, unbelieving is al‐
layed by seeing-believing.
The Lord comes to the dis‐
ciples a first time on that
first Easter Sunday evening

when Thomas is not
present. Thomas makes
known quite clearly to the
other disciples what he
needs in order to believe
that Jesus is alive. He must
encounter, see, touch-put
his finger and hand in the
wounds that he expects to
see on Jesus’body.
A week later, when

Thomas is present, Jesus ap‐
pears to the disciples again,
and responds to Thomas’s
unbelief. Jesus is not angry
with Thomas for not believ‐
ing; he does not judge him.
He simply invites: here, see,
touch, and believe. Seeing-
believing—for Thomas and
for us—is not merely an ex‐
ercise in intellectual assent,

but a practical encounter
played out through our ac‐
ceptance of the risen Life
that is offered us. We know
to whom and what our be‐
lief is directed: to Jesus and
the gift of risen Life. We
know how we receive risen
Life: through Jesus’ gift of
the breath of the Holy Spirit
dwelling within us. Jesus’ re‐
surrection is a divine pledge
of “life in his name.” Risen
Life is God’s divine Life
transforming who and how
we are. Resurrection makes
all the difference-for us, for
all of creation.

Perhaps we unfairly fault
Thomas. Perhaps he is a
good model for us of au‐
thentic seeing-believing.
Our believing cannot stand
on hearsay, on blind accept‐
ance of what others have
seen and believe. Rather,
our believing must be
grounded in personal en‐
counter with the risen
Christ, in ongoing conversa‐
tion with him that leads to
conscious choice, and in ex‐
pressing our belief in himby
the way we reach out to oth‐
ers. Here is where the resur‐
rection and the Life it brings
becomes very concrete and
practical for our daily living.
Christ’s risen Life within us
enables us to choose to live
the Gospel he preached. His
risen Life within us prompts
us to set aside fear and
doubt and embrace forgive‐
ness and peace. Jesus allays
our fears and offers us a
whole new relationship
with him-not one where we
need to touch his wounds,
but one in which we utter
with joyful conviction, “My
Lord and my God!”We enter
into a whole new relation‐
ship with each other as we
continue the works of Jesus
that lead others to seeing-
believing. Resurrection
makes all the difference—
for us, for all of creation.

Thomas said, ‘My Lord andmy God’

Living the Paschal Mystery

Life is about to get very in‐
teresting for the disciples.
Finding themselves ques‐
tioning what happened to
Jesus and whether he actu‐
ally was raised from the
dead, they are afraid and
uncertain. In the midst of
this fear, questioning, and
uncertainty, Jesus decides
to surprise themwith a visit!
This visit, complete with the
gift of peace, fills the dis‐
ciples with great excitement
and joy. But their detailed
testimony is not enough to
convince their absent friend

Thomas. He wants to see for
himself. We struggle with
belief as well. It is hard for
some to give themselves
over to the testimony of an‐
other.We want to see the re‐
surrected Christ in person.
God, through thegift of eyes
of faith, gives us the ability
to do precisely that: when
we witness the healing that
comes from forgiveness, the
beauty that flows from love,
the wonder of creation, the
new life that comes after we
fall, and theunique soul that
lives behind each person’s

life. Christ is risen. Life will
get very interesting for us

too, when we stop unbeliev‐
ing and believe!

TheWorld isWatching

If you’re a parent, you know
this to be true: the world is
watching. All it takes is one
slip-up — one bad word,
one selfish action, one un‐
charitable commentary, and
that’s the thing your child
seems to notice.
When he or she calls you

on it, the only thing you can
do is come clean. “Yep, I did
that,” you have to say. “I’m a
work in progress, but luckily,
God never stops working.”

I think it’s fair to say that
we don’t think enough
about the wounds of Christ.
It’s a little understandable,
of course. Our human bod‐
ies flinch at the sight of such
pain and mortification. It’s a

lot to handle, the physical
trauma of a crucifixion. It
carries an R rating in a PG
world.

But the wounds of Christ
are the only thing that could
make Thomas believe. Liter‐
ally nothing else was so
powerful, not even the testi‐
mony of his most trusted
friends. Only by looking at
and feeling the torn flesh—
by beholding that messy
reality — did this Apostle,
this actual companion of
Christ, come to believe in
the Resurrection.
“Christ has no body now

but yours,” goes the famous
quote attributed to St.
Teresa of Avila. What she’s
saying is that we have be‐
come the means through

which God chooses to ac‐
complish His will in the
world. Us, the broken. Us,
the weary. Us, the imper‐
fect. Yes, miraculous events
and apparitions still occur
from time to time, but by
and large, if a person is go‐
ing to come to believe in Je‐
sus Christ in this day and
age, it will be because of
something we Christians do
or say.

Christ has no wounds
now but ours. Our broken‐
ness, our weariness, our im‐
perfection — our reality. It
all belongs to him, and the
world is watching.

— Tracy EarlWelliver, MTS

Everyday Stewardship

Live the Liturgy



Bernadette, Jean Maureen,
Christopher, Paula, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa, Cath,

the sick sisters at Oaklea, David, Marion, Dave, Neil, Paul,
Andrew, Jacob, Stella, David, Alisa, Susan, Mary, Ronnie

Norah Doherty, Nora Rid‐
ley, Cathy Glaister, Clive
Ciraldi

Let us know if youwould like a name added to the list.

24 DIVINEMERCY
SUNDAY (C)

25 StMark

26 ST GEORGE

27 Wednesday

28 Thursday
St Peter Chanel

29 St Catherine of Sienna

30 Saturday

1 THIRD SUNDAY OF
EASTER (C)

Acts 5:12-16/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 [1]/Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19/Jn 20:19-31
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Ron &Mary Cook (RIP)
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17/Mk 16:15-20
12:05 Mass St Mary’s ÁineWarren (RIP)
18:30 Big Picture Bible Course St Mary’s Catholic Centre
20:00 Prayer Group St Cecilia’s

Rv 12:10–12/Ps 125(126)/Rm 5:1–5/Jn 15:18–21
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Jimmy Boxer (RIP)
13:00 Over 60s St Mary’s Catholic Centre
17:00 ChosenTuesday Upper Room

Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Jn 3:16-21
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Glen Daroczy

Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20/Jn 3:31-36
10:00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10:00 OpenHouse St Mary’s Catholic Centre
10:30 Mass St Cecilia’s Holy Souls
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Nora Ridley (RIP)
17:00 Eveningwith Jesus and Friends Mercy Chapel

Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Jn 6:1-15
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Cecilia Ridley (RIP)

Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/Jn 6:16-21
10:30 Confessions St Mary’s
11:00 Mass St Mary’s Ellen Noble (RIP)
11:45 Confessions St Mary’s
12:00 RCIA Upper Room
18:00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s Sylvia Ferguson (RIP)

Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 [2a]/Rv 5:11-14/Jn 21:1-19 or 21:1-14
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Special Intention (50 years)
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish

This Week

Question: Can anyone offer
the Anointing of the Sick to
a sick or dying person, or is
that only something a priest
can do?
Answer: The Letter of James

speaks to us of the ancient
tradition of a special anoint‐
ing and blessing of those
who are sick: “Is there any‐
one sick among you? Let
him send for the presbyters
of the Church and let them
pray over him, anointing
him with oil in the name of
the Lord … If he has com‐
mitted any sins, they will be
forgiven him”(5:14, 15b). This
passage forms the founda‐
tion for the theology of the
sacrament that we call

“Anointing of the Sick.” In
keeping with what we read
in the Letter of James and
the ancient tradition of the
Church, the anointing of a
person of who sick or dying
many only be performed by
a priest or bishop.
Although deacons and

other members of the
Church are not able to cel‐
ebrate the sacrament with a
person who is sick, we can
read Sacred Scripture and
pray with and for those who
are ill. Resources like the
Book of Blessings also con‐
tain special blessings that
can be celebrated by dea‐

cons or lay ministers. In the
end,wewant to be sure that
we show a special care and
concern for the sick, helping
them to always experience
God’s loving comfort
through made tangible
through our acts of charity
and service.

Why do we do that?

FirstReading: Luke tells us of
the success and healing
power of the apostles in the
Jerusalem church in the
early days, weeks, and
months following Jesus’ re‐
surrection. Where do you
see this level of enthusiasm
for the faith today?
Second Reading: The resur‐
rected Jesus appears to
John on the island of Pat‐
mos during his exile for
bearing witness to the faith.
In this encounter, John is ini‐

tially fearful but then reas‐
sured by Jesus. When have
you turned to Jesus in mo‐
ments of fear in your life?
Gospel: The apostle Thomas
challenges his fellow
apostles about the reality of
Jesus’ resurrection, seeking
direct evidenced from Jesus
himself. How often do you
encounter fellow believers
who are skeptical in their
faith?

Questions for theWeek

Saint of theWeek

Central America’s first saint,
St. Pedro de San José Betan‐

cur (1626-1667) was born a
poor shepherd in the Ca‐
nary Islands. His family
lands were seized because
of debt, and he worked as
an indentured servant until
his early adult life when
Pedro left his home to travel
toGuatemala. Hismoney for
the journey ran out long be‐
fore he arrived. He was des‐
titute when he did arrive
and was forced to join the
bread line the Franciscan
Friars had for the poor.

In 1655, he joined the
Third Order of St Francis.
Pedro began to serve the

poor, the enslaved, immig‐
rants, abandoned children,
anyone that needed him. In
1658 he was given a hut
which he made into a hos‐
pital for the poor. This small
start grew into a shelter for
the homeless, a school for
the poor, an inn for priests,
and several small chapels in
poor areas. He was suppor‐
ted by many patrons and
was joined in his work by
both men and women, who
became the Bethlehemite
Brothers and the Bethle‐
hemite Sisters.

Pedro prayed for the

souls of those in purgatory,
walked through the streets
of rich neighbourhoods
ringing a bell and calling the
wealthy to repent, and min‐
istered to prisoners. Most
accounts credit him with be‐
ginning the tradition of
posadas, a procession in
which people representing
Mary and Joseph ask for
lodging from their neigh‐
bours. This tradition contin‐
ues today in Mexico and
Central America. Because of
his work with the poor and
marginalised Pedro is often
referred to as the “Saint
Frances of the Americas”.

First Reading
Yet more than ever, believ‐
ers in the Lord, great num‐
bers of men and women,
were added to them. (Acts
5:14)

Psalm:
Give thanks to the Lord for
he is good, for his love has
no end. (Ps 117[118])

Second Reading:
“I am the first and the last,
the one who lives. Once I
was dead, but now I am
alive forever and ever.” (Rev
1:17-18)

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus said: ‘You believe be‐
cause you can see me.
Happy are those who have
not seen and yet believe.’
Alleluia!

Gospel:
On the evening of that first
day of the week, when the
doors were locked, Jesus
came and stood in their
midst. (Jn 20:19)
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Wedding
Congratulations!
Congratulations to Callum
and Lucca who will be mar‐
ried this Sunday afternoon
at St Mary’s. We wish you
both every happiness and
blessing in your new life to‐
gether!

Cleaning St Cecilia’s
St Cecilia’s needs people
who can help keep the
church clean. If you’ve got
some spare time and can
help please have a chat with
one of the Pauls after Mass.

Prayer for thosewho
have received the
sacraments this Easter.
Let us pray for our newly-
baptised and newly-re‐
ceived brothers and sisters.

God of the Samaritan
Women, the Man Born Blind
and Lazarus, You show your‐
self in many ways. Most of‐
ten in ways we cannot see
until we look with eyes of

faith.
Continue to bless these

our brothers and sisters
who have and who will re‐
ceive the Church’s sacra‐
ments during the upcoming
Season of Easter. Fill their
lives and hearts with your
unending love and grace.

Help us to continue to be
models of living Christian
lives and grant them the en‐
durance to continue to race
to the resurrection.
We ask all this in the nameof
Jesus, your Son who reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

Announcements

It has always struck me that
Jesus’s first gift to the
Church after the resurrec‐
tion is the Holy Spirit and
the forgiveness of sins.
When the priest absolves

a penitent in confession he
begins ‘God the Father of
mercies through the death
and resurrection of his Son
has sent the Holy Spirit into
the world for the forgive‐
ness of sins.’ The Holy Spirit
and the forgiveness of sin

are inseparable. Jesus puts
the two together on the day
of his resurrection and
hands them onto the
Church and every time a
priest says the words of ab‐
solution the church is using
that same power of the Holy
Spirit to forgive.

I think there is some‐
thing else here, however.
We are used to listing off the
gifts of the Holy Spirit, but
perhaps we ought to get

used to adding the gift of
forgiveness as well since it is
so important to Jesus that
we don’t separate the two
gifts. Therefore, when we
find ourselves able to for‐
give others and let go of
past hurts and pain it must
be a sign the Holy Spirit is
working in us. Conversely,
when forgiveness seems
hard, and the pain in‐
tractable, then
the Spirit
should be
our first
port of call.

Flock Notes
Many congratulations to Fa‐
bian, London, Lexus, Lux,
Freya and Anoushka who
will be baptised this Sunday
at the 10.30 Mass in St
Mary’s.
You are all very welcome

and we wish you and your
families every happiness
and blessing!

Special thanks to
Siobhan Carton who helped
prepare these children for
the sacraments.


