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Unity and diversity can exist
together. Our western
minds have a grave diffi‐
culty seeing unity without
conformity. We tend to be‐
lieve that unless everyone
believes the same thing, as‐
sents to the same body of
truths, styles, and opinions,
unity is not possible. Jesus,
in today’s Gospel, expresses
a tenderness and an intim‐
acy that the disciples actu‐
ally can witness. This same
tenderness and love are also
reflected in his desire for
unity and oneness. Jesus
passionately wants all to be
one. It is very clear that the
success of Jesus’ mission
and the advance of the Gos‐
pel rises or falls with
whether this unity is
achieved. And it is a unity
that is achieved around a
person and not particulars.
Our church is extremely

divided. These divisions all
centre on various theolo‐
gies, philosophies, struc‐
tures, and styles. We allow
these particular concerns
and interpretations, valid as
many can be, to drive
wedges betweenus andput
us at odds with each other.
They enrage us and cause us
to lash out at other mem‐
bers of the Body of Christ.

Differences are bound to ex‐
ist in any group. We are
unique and diverse people.
Staunchly clinging to partic‐
ular agendas and ideologies
while waving the “we’re
right, you’re wrong” banner
as we forge ahead in battle
does little to advance the
realmission of Christ.We are
perceived as weak, frac‐
tioned, self-focused and
serving, and lacking em‐
pathy and love. How can the
work of salvation be accom‐
plished like this? We sacri‐
fice our credibility. For
what?
“I am the Alpha and the

Omega, the first and the
last, the beginning and the
end.” These words describe
exactly who the glorified
Christ really is. Jesus wants
us to see this glory! Believe
this! This is the unifying
principle that draws the
Body of Christ together as
one, not our particular pref‐
erences of worship! We give
too much power to our pref‐
erences, and all too easily
forget that the real mission
of Christ is much more than
that! If we can work at truly
loving each other as mem‐
bers of Christ’s Body despite
the differences that can so
quickly divide us, then

maybewe’ll all be a bitmore
convincing to those who do
not believe. The Risen Christ
comes to us through the
Eucharist. It doesn’t matter
where or how. Gather
wherever you can and re‐
ceive. We cannot substitute
Jesus’ passion with our own.
We are one.

The saying “Blood is thicker
than water” goes back at
least to the twelfth century.
In different languages and
various literary works there
aremultiple ways of putting
it, but the message is essen‐
tially the same: our family
ties and heritage are
stronger and more endur‐

ing than other relationships
we form. In wholesome, lov‐
ing families, the shared
unity is based not only on a
common gene pool ascrib‐
ing similar physical traits,
characteristics, and manner‐
isms, but on a bond of tradi‐
tion, habits, and beliefs. The
shared unity is an alliance of

persons that time, distance,
or even death cannot com‐
pletely erase. In this gospel
Jesus prays that we “may all
be one” as Jesus and his
Father are one. This is no
casual relationship that Je‐
sus is desiring. It is a unity of
persons with Persons,
grounded in divine Love,
that goes backmuch farther
than the twelfth century-
this unity reaches back into
eternity itself.

Jesus’ prayer for his dis‐
ciples at the Last Supper is
not only for them, “but also
for those who will believe in”
him because they have
heard the disciples’ word.
This includes each one of us,
here and now. His prayer for
us? First and foremost, that
we“be one” in him. This one‐
ness is a communion of Je‐
sus’ disciples with himself
and his Father that knows
no limits and knows no time
restrictions, enduring into
eternity itself. Jesus’ loving
prayer for unity spills over
into his desire that we share
in his risen glory, thatwe“be
brought to perfection,” that
we be loved, that we know
he was sent by the Father.
This prayer equips uswith all
we need to be faithful dis‐
ciples and makes clear our
work as his followers: help
“the world” come to unity,
glory, perfection, love. Our
work, ultimately, is to trans‐
form the world.

In this intimate prayer of
Jesus before his suffering
and death, we see clearly
howmuch Jesus sustains us
in our discipleship. Our peek
into what is deepest in Je‐
sus’ heart encourages us.
The gift of the Spirit that we
receive helps us see whowe
are to be as the one Body of

Christ: those whose lives are
spent in self-giving sur‐
render for the sake of oth‐
ers. Truly, Jesus’prayer at the
Last Supper is not only for
the disciples who were
present with him so many
years ago, but is also his
prayer for us today. In this
very heartfelt prayer, Jesus
reveals the intimacy he en‐
joys with his Father—the
same intimacy he desires
with and for us. Such a love!
Such a unity! Such a gift!
Such a Life!

Most often when we
think of living the paschal
mysterywe think in terms of
the concrete self-surrender‐
ing acts we undertake in or‐
der to live the dying and
rising mystery of Christ. The
gospel for this Sunday
affords us an opportunity to
reflect on a completely
different kind of self-sur‐
render—that of giving our-
selves over to God in the in‐
timacy of prayer.

Just as Jesus’ prayer re‐
veals us as sharing in Jesus’
love for and unity with his
Father, so will our own
prayer reveal both our love
and unionwith God and our
love and union with each
other. As Jesus was promp‐
ted in his prayer to look not
to himself but to the well-
being of his disciples, so
does our prayer draw us out
of ourselves toward God
and concern for others.
Thus, prayer itself is a kind of
self-giving surrender for
others. Our intimate prayer
leads to a stronger bond of
communion with God. This
bond unites us with each
other in the same love, in‐
timacy, and oneness that Je‐
sus shares with his Father.

May they
all be one!

Living the Paschal
Mystery

We all have our ideas of who
God is. We have to remem‐
ber, however, that our ideas
of God often do not capture
who God really is. God is a
wonderful mystery whose
identity is inexhaustible.
This makes life an exciting
journey in search of belief,
love, glory, and unity. Dis‐
playing all of the tenderness
of a real love story, we hear
from Jesus that God wants
nothing more than for the
world to believe. The same
depth of affection given to
Jesus, God the Father de‐
sires to share with us. Re‐
ceiving this love gives the

believer an even greater un‐
derstanding of what gives
us purpose and meaning.
With God’s unconditional
love as our anchor, we can
endure the greatest of hard‐
ships knowing that we carry
the hope of glory within us.
Sharing in the same incred‐
ible eternal destiny and
glory that God gave His Son,
we can all be one just as Je‐
sus and the Father are one.
Why is understanding all of
this important? Because
given the myriad choices of
what can possibly define us,
we now have the primordial
truth of whowe are given to

us by God. We know, bey‐
ond doubt, where to look
for true happiness and

where our lives will end.

God’s gameof telephone

You’ve probably played the
game of “pass it on” before,
maybe years ago on the
playground. It’s a simple
concept: one person whis‐
pers something in another
person’s ear, and it gets re‐
peated person by person
throughout the group, until
finally the last one to hear
the message has to say it
out loud. Whatever ends up
being said at the end of the
game is usually a far cry
from the original statement,
and everyone has a good
laugh.
As individuals, we don’t

receive news in the same
way. Our personalities, our

histories, our weaknesses,
and our strengths determ‐
ine how we interact with in‐
formation we encounter in
the world, both good and
bad. One person will inter‐
pret a compliment posit‐
ively; someone elsewill take
offence. One person reacts
to news of a job promotion
with joy, another is disap‐
pointed that now they will
have less time with their
family. The same news can
mean completely different
things to different people.

But what God gives us is
the truth in love, and the
truth in love is the same in
every place and in every
time, for every person of
every race. When Christ

prayed to the Father that
“the love with which you
loved me may be in them,”
he was asking that the mag‐
nificent gift that had been
imparted to him would also
be imparted to us.
Our job is to play a game

of pass it on with this gift of
love. How do we keep it
from becoming warped?
Through remaining commit‐
ted to the word of God, to
the sacraments, and to one
another.

In this game, we don’t
change the message. The
message changes us. And
we have to give it away to
keep it.

— Tracy EarlWelliver, MTS

Everyday Stewardship

Live the Liturgy



Bernadette, Jean Maureen,
Christopher, Paula, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa, Cath,

the sick sisters at Oaklea, David, Marion, Dave, Neil, Paul,
Andrew, Jacob, Stella, David, Alisa, Susan, Mary, Jack,
Richard

Clive Ciraldi; Lilian Naisby,
Raymond Boddy, Ronnie
Foster, Patricia Snowdon

Let us know if youwould like a name added to the list.

29 SEVENTH SUNDAY
OF EASTER (C)

30 Monday

31 TheVisitation of the
BlessedVirginMary

1 St Justin, Martyr

2 Thursday

3 Ss Charles Lwanga &
Compansions

4 Saturday

5 PENTECOST SUNDAY
(C)

Acts 7:55-60/Ps 97:1-2, 6-7, 9 [1a, 9a]/Rv 22:12-14, 16-17, 20/Jn 17:20-26
10:30 Mass St Mary’s In thanksgiving
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the parish.

Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab/Jn 16:29-33
12:05 Mass St Mary’s ÁineWarren (RIP)
20:00 Prayer Group St Cecilia’s

Zep 3:14-18a or Rom 12:9-16/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6/Lk 1:39-56
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Steve Daroczy (RIP)
13:00 Over 60s St Mary’s Catholic Centre
17:00 ChosenTuesday Upper Room

Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-36ab/Jn 17:11b-19
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Carol Beckman (RIP)

Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11/Jn 17:20-26
10:00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10:00 OpenHouse St Mary’s Catholic Centre
10:30 Mass St Cecilia’s Holy Souls
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Clare Barrett & Family
17:00 Eveningwith Jesus and Friends Mercy Chapel

Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab/Jn 21:15-19
12:05 Mass St Mary’s HarrietWilson (RIP)

Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 11:4, 5 and 7/Jn 21:20-25
10:30 Confessions St Mary’s
11:00 Mass St Mary’s LodwidgeMass Fund
11:45 Confessions St Mary’s
12:00 RCIA Upper Room
18:00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s Ronnie Foster (RIP)

Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-23
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Tony & Sal Schofield (RIP)
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the parish.

This Week

Question:How can I know if I
have a vocation to be a per‐
manent deacon?
Answer:Any and all gifts that
the Holy Spirit gives to the
church are for the good of

the community. As mem‐
bers of the Body of Christ,
what one member does
affects all. What the body
does also affects each mem‐
ber. A vocation or call to
ministry is tested and veri‐
fied by the church. Through
prayer, instruction, and ser‐
vice, a vocation is tested,
and then acknowledged by
the official call to orders or
to service.

If you are considering
becomingadeacon, the first

stepwould be to talk to your
parish priest. He will be able
to give you more specific in‐
formation on the program
in your diocese, what is ex‐
pected of you, and how you
apply. You might also begin
to see a spiritual director,
someone who can help you
with your faith journey and
vocation discernment. They
do so by focusing on prayer,
your relationship with God,
and spiritual practices. Fi‐
nally, you’ll need to see the
diocesan vocation director
in charge of deacons to ap‐
ply. Best wishes!

Why do we do that?

First Reading: In Acts, we are
first introduced to Saul
(Paul) at the stoning of
Stephen, the first recorded
Christian martyr. After his
conversion, Paul would look
back at his persecution of
the Church with deep re‐
morse. How do you deal
with regret in your life?
Second Reading: We hear
today the final vision that
John received. How do you
imagine John thought
about all the visions he had

received from the Lord?
Gospel: In his final prayer
during the farewell dis‐
course, Jesus speaks about
his disciples as the Father’s
gift to him. What gifts have
God given you?

Questions for theWeek

Saint of theWeek

St. Joan of Arc (1412 – 1431)
has had her story told

throughout history through
many books, movies and
plays. She was born in the
village of Domrémy, near
theprovince of Lorraine, to a
French peasant family. At a
young age, she began to ex‐
perience visions and voices,
which were later identified
to be of St. Michael, St. Cath‐
erine of Alexandria, and St.
Margaret of Antioch. At the
age of 13, all three saints told
her that shewas to drive the
English from French territ‐
ory, and that shemust bring
the Dauphin to Reims for his
coronation. Trusting in God,

she did as she was told.
During the Hundred

YearsWar, St. Joan of Arc led
French troops against the
English and recaptured the
cities of Orléans and Troyes.
Captured near Compiegne
the following year, she was
sold to the English and
placed on trial for heresy
and witchcraft, eventually
being found guilty and
burned at the stake in
Rouen.

St. Joan of Arc was can‐
onised by Pope Benedict XV
on May 16, 1920, and is the
patron saint of themilitary.

First Reading
‘“Behold, I see the heavens
opened and the Son ofMan
standing at the right hand
of God.” (Acts 7:56)

Psalm:
The Lord is king, most high
above all the earth. (Ps
96[97])

Second Reading:
The one who gives this
testimony says, “Yes, I am
coming soon.” Amen!
Come, Lord Jesus! (Rev
22:20)

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
JI will not leave you
orphans, says the Lord; I will
come back to you, and your
hearts will be full of joy.
Alleluia!

Gospel:
That they may be brought
to perfection as one, that
the world may know that
you sent me, and that you
loved them even as you
lovedme. (Jn 17:23)
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Mill Hill’s General Chapter
Please keep in your prayers
Fr Christopher and Fr Philip
and everyone attending the
General Chapter of the Mill
Hill Missionaries.

Certificate in Pastoral
Ministry – starting in
September 2022
Certificate in Pastoral Min‐
istry – starting in September
2022
Are you currently in‐

volved in Church ministry
but wish you knew more
about your faith? Do you
sometimes lack confidence
and feel you could benefit
from further training and
formation? Do you want to
grow in your faith and min‐
istry and perhaps find new
ways to share your giftswith
others? We have a course
designed just for you.
The Certificate in Pastoral

Ministry is an online, two-
year learning experience
created with the busy per‐
son in mind. It will take you

on a journey of discovery
about key aspects of the
Catholic faith while helping
you to reflect upon your
own ministry and the min‐
istry of others.
To find out more join us

online for one of our inform‐
ation evenings: Tuesday
14th June 2022 or Wednes‐
day 22nd June 2022 from
7:30pm - 9:00pm. To register
your interest for one of the
information evenings, or for
further information please
email adminfaith.mission‐
@diocesehn.org.uk.

Bishop Séamus’s 80th
Birthday
We are blessed in Our Lady
of Mercy with Bishop
Séamus’s presence among
us and with his ministry to
us. He is celebrating his 80th

birthday on 7 July. Bishop
Robert has sent the follow‐
ing note to everyone in the
diocese.

Bishop Robert would like
to invite you to a Mass to

mark the 80th birthday of
Bishop Seamus. This will be
on Thursday 30th June 2022
at 12.05 pm at St Mary’s
Cathedral.

All are most welcome to
attend.

I am sure that of us will
want to take up this invita‐
tion and we’ll let you know
what the parish has got
planned soon.

Announcements

Disunity is not a gift of the
Holy Spirit. One of the signs
what we are open to the
Holy Spirit in our lives is
when we reach out and join
with other people.

Jesus’ prayer that we
may all be one is quite
rightly interpreted in terms
of his desire that all those
who bear the name ‘Chris‐
tian’ be united in one body
and one profession of faith.
However, I think his prayer

must be heard on many
levels.

In our relationships with
family, friends, work col‐
leagues, acquaintances,
even with people we see on
the TV, the Holy Spirit urges
us to reach out with bonds
of friendship and compas‐
sion. Too often, however, we
reach out with division, em‐
phasising our petty differ‐
ences, exaggerating ima‐
gined slights and past hurts.

All these things prevent us
from ‘being one’ as Jesus
prayed. They put up divi‐
sions and highlight differ‐
ences; they sow seeds of
disunity—none of which is
a gift of the Holy Spirit.
As we prepare for the

coming of the Spirit at
Pentecost we’re invited to
look where we are not at
one with someone else, for
whatever reason. It
is precisely
there we need
to invite the
Spirit to come.

Flock Notes


