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Even though Pentecost is
rightly celebrated in late
spring, the robust experi‐
ence of a New England fall
can provide a profound
metaphor for reflection. A
full expression of autumn
colours is beautiful to be‐
hold. But, with all of its
majesty and beauty, the ob‐
server knows the experi‐
ence of death is soon to
come. Creation will be dark
and barren for a while.
Pentecost cannot be separ‐
ated from the cross. Before
God’s transformative, life-
giving power can bear fruit,
we must first die.

Pentecost is all about
leaving the lifeless dead
wood behind and allowing
God, through the power of
the Holy Spirit, to create
something new. These
Pentecost creations happen
repeatedly over and over
again. The birthing process
of the Church is ongoing.
God is always bringing life
out of death and creating
something where there was
once nothing. That is why
the fall is such an apropos
metaphorical season for
Pentecost. In order to really
receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit we have to die to what
we once knew and what no

longer works.
When fire and wind find

their fullest expression, they
are in no way gentle nor
kind. They have the poten‐
tial to level anything in their
paths. We are experiencing
great turmoil in our world,
nation, and our Church.
Whether the result of cir‐
cumstance or the work of
the Holy Spirit, much of
what we knew to be normal
and constant is changing.
Common systems and insti‐
tutional structures that may
have worked for a time no
longer do.When the old and
familiar need to be left be‐
hind, God creates some‐
thing new. Change and dis‐
order do not need to be our
enemies. They always bring
opportunities for some‐
thing exciting and new.
What we need is untiring
faith, firm hope, and perfect
love.

What we need is for the
Holy Spirit to enlighten us to
see what is important and
what we must do. “O Holy
Spirit, descend plentifully
into my heart. Enlighten the
dark corners of this neg‐
lected dwelling and scatter
there Thy cheerful beams.”
(St. Augustine) If we experi‐
ence joy, even in the midst

of turbulence, then we will
know we are exactly where
God needs us to be. If not,
then perhaps there is a les‐
son in the decaying leaves
that graciously descend to
the ground on a crisp au‐
tumn day.

As the saying goes, “You can
lead a horse to water, but
you can’t make it drink.”
Horses can have a mind of
their own and be stubborn.
So can humans! We often
need prodding—motiva‐
tion—to do something, es‐
pecially if it’s something we
don’t enjoy. When it comes

to us humans, motivation
plays a huge role in why we
do anything and how we do
everything. Need is a strong
motivator, as is love. An‐
other’s enthusiasm and pas‐
sion can prod us into action.
Admiration for someone’s
goodness can move us to
follow in his or her foot‐

steps. We tend to do more
and be more when we act in
union with others. There is
strength in numbers, not
only to ease the load any
one person carries, but also
to increase creative insight
and ideas, encourage and
support each other, and to
fill up what is lacking in any
individual. We will drink the
proverbial water to which
we are led when we are
thirsty enough or motivated
enough.

This solemnity is really
about motivation, the
reason why we listen to Je‐
sus and choose to follow
him. We followers of Jesus
never stand alone. We have
each other to motivate
ourselves toward faithful ac‐
tion. But even more: we al‐
ways have the Spirit who
dwells within and among us
and binds us into one.
Through the Holy Spirit we
all share in the same risen
Life, the same saving mis‐
sion, the same love. There is
strength in numbers. There
is motivation in numbers.
Our strength is the gift of
the Spirit who binds us in
love and unity as the one
Body of Christ. Our motiva‐
tion is that with the gift of
the Holy Spirit we become
one with God’s love in a
unique way. We become
bigger than ourselves.

In this gospel Jesus re‐
minds us that our love binds
us together and to him. Our
love motivates us to keep
his commandments and
word, the measure of our
being together in com‐
munity. Love is a strong mo‐
tivator. The strength of our
love for Jesus is the measure
of how well we keep his
commandments and word,

how well we care for each
other. Why and how we
keep Jesus’commandments
and word is, in the end,
keeping him—the divine
Word who was sent by the
Father. Pentecost is a celeb‐
ration of both the gift of the
Spirit and the effects of that
gift—we are sharers in the
one Body of Christ who take
up Jesus’ mission to preach
the Good News of salvation.

The Father sent the “Ad‐
vocate, the Holy Spirit” to
teach us “everything.” What
is this “everything” we need
the Spirit to teach us? Why
and how keeping Jesus’
commandments and word
is the unconditional condi‐
tion of loving him. Why and
how this love is the well‐
spring of our relationship to
Jesus and his Father in their
Spirit. What the Spirit
teaches us, in the end, is
why we do anything and
how we do everything. Oh,
how we need Pentecost!

The gift of the Holy Spirit
motivates us to live as faith‐
ful followers of Jesus who
share in his risen Life. This
way of living might be so
simple as a reassuring touch
or helping hand. It might be
so great as making a sacri‐
fice of time to join the parish
choir or volunteering for
some task that needs to be
done for the good of all. Liv‐
ing the Gospel means that
we bask in the good gift of
God’s Life that the Spirit
brings. Living the paschal
mystery means that this
good gift has its cost-we still
must die to ourselves in or‐
der to be the true Presence
of Christ for others.

Come,
Holy Spirit

Living the Paschal
Mystery

St. Josemaria Escriva tell us,
“To live according to the Holy
Spirit means to live by faith
and hope and charity. To al‐
low God to take possession
of our lives and to change
our hearts, to make us re‐
semble him more and
more.” Today we celebrate
the gift of the Holy Spirit
given freely by God to us.
The Holy Spirit is the very
breath of God and the true
source of our power and
strength. When we accept
that God is the beginning
and the end of all things, we
open ourselves to receiving
this powerful presence. The

Holy Spirit alone is the one
who teaches us how to pray,
who stirs us to lift our eyes
to heaven in search of our
Creator and opens them to
recognise the wonderful
gifts of faith, hope, and love
God gives us. The Holy Spirit
is the one who teaches us
how to understand
ourselves, God, others, and
the world. When we allow
God’s Own breath to truly
take possession of us, we
realise that we are meant to
become like God and know
Him as He really is. This ulti‐
mate helper lifts our eyes
from what is below to what

is above and empowers us
to live life with joy and
keener vision!

Do You Speak Stewardship?

If you are married, I’m guess‐
ing that you know the best
way to break bad news to
your spouse, whether you
realise it or not. Maybe it’s
simply that you know not to
talk about the budget after
your wife’s football team has
lost. Maybe you know your
husband will take the news
that your sister is coming to
stay a little easier if you tell
him over his favourite din‐
ner. We do the same thing
with our children, our
friends, our coworkers —
we have all learned the lan‐
guage of the people we
love.

The truth is the same in
every language, but it’s im‐
portant for us to convey that
truth graciously. That’s what
Pentecost teaches us. The
gift of being able to speak in
tongues afforded the
Apostles a practical skill to
spread the Gospel message,
but it also served as a
powerful symbol of the im‐
portance of effective com‐
munication. Evangelisation
can only happen when
you’re speaking in words a
person is able, ready, and
willing to hear.

Let’s ask ourselves: what
is the language we need to
speak to share the truth
with the person who is

standing in front of us? Is it
the language of quality
time? The language of con‐
cern? The language of
laughter and friendship?
The language of authenti‐
city, of plain talk and frank‐
ness?

The Holy Spirit gave the
Apostles the ability to speak
in tongues, and it seems mi‐
raculous when we read
about it in the Gospels —
but only consider that we all
have this same ability, in a
certain way. The Holy Spirit
can and will show us how to
speak the truth, if we only
ask.

— Tracy EarlWelliver, MTS

Everyday Stewardship

Live the Liturgy



Bernadette, Jean Maureen,
Christopher, Paula, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa, Cath,

the sick sisters at Oaklea, David, Marion, Dave, Neil, Paul,
Andrew, Jacob, Stella, David, Alisa, Susan, Mary, Jack,
Richard

Clive Ciraldi; Lilian Naisby,
Raymond Boddy, Ronnie
Foster, Patricia Snowdon

Let us know if youwould like a name added to the list.

5 PENTECOST SUNDAY
(C)

6 Mary, Mother of the
Church

7 St Robert of
Newminster

8 Wednesday
StWilliam of York

9 Jesus Christ the
Eternal Priest

10 Friday

11 St Barnabas

12 TRINITY SUNDAY (C)

Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/Jn 20:19-23
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Tony & Sal Schofield (RIP)
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the parish.

Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14/Ps 87:1-2, 3 and 6, 6-7/Jn 19:25-34
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Sr. M Elizabeth Ann Boyd
20:00 Prayer Group St Cecilia’s

1 Kgs 17:7-16/Ps 4:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8/Mt 5:13-16
12:05 Mass St Mary’s DoudMass Fund
13:00 Over 60s St Mary’s Catholic Centre
17:00 ChosenTuesday Upper Room

1 Kgs 18:20-39/Ps 16:1b-2ab, 4, 5ab and 8, 11/Mt 5:17-19
12:05 Mass St Mary’s MaureenMullen (RIP)

1 Kgs 18:41-46/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13/Mt 5:20-26
10:00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10:00 OpenHouse St Mary’s Catholic Centre
10:30 Mass St Cecilia’s In thanksgiving
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Constantino & Filomena Balnig (RIP)
17:00 Eveningwith Jesus and Friends Mercy Chapel

1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16/Ps 27:7-8a, 8b-9abc, 13-14/Mt 5:27-329
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Richard Beck

Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6/Mt 5:33-37
10:30 Confessions St Mary’s
11:00 Mass St Mary’s Brian Chapman (RIP)
11:45 Confessions St Mary’s
12:00 RCIA Upper Room
18:00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s JamesMullen (RIP)

Prv 8:22-31/Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [2a]/Rom 5:1-5/Jn 16:12-15
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Billy Cameron (RIP)
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the parish.

This Week

Question: Is the Catholic
Mass really celebrated the
same throughout the whole
world?
Answer: One of the truisms
of the Catholic Faith is that

“wherever you go in the
world, the Mass is the same.”
In fact, the answer to this
question is both “yes” and

“no.”
On the one hand, the es‐

sential elements of the Ro‐
man Rite are the same. The
structure of the Mass as it is
presented in the Roman
Missal is consistent and this
is one of the beauties of be‐
longing to a liturgical tradi‐
tion.

On the other hand, how‐

ever, there are elements of
celebrations that can vary
depending on the country
or even local region you
might be in. For example, in
certain parts of the world,
certain feasts and solemnit‐
ies are celebrated on differ‐
ent days (in some places the
Solemnity of the Ascension
of the Lord can be celeb‐
rated on Thursday of the
Sixth Week of Easter or it
may take the place of the
Seventh Sunday of Easter,
depending on what diocese
you are in). Whether it is the
use of certain liturgical col‐
ours, local celebrations of

regional saints, special sea‐
sonal blessings of crops or
produce, or the use of dance
and processions all demon‐
strate a sort of organic vari‐
ety that can exist even
within our established litur‐
gical tradition. While we al‐
ways respect what is essen‐
tial to the rite, such local
variations and traditions are
very much in keeping with
the vision of liturgical re‐
newal and adaption envi‐
sioned by the Second Vat‐
ican Council’s Constitution
on the Sacred Liturgy (nos.
37-40).

Why do we do that?

First Reading: On Pentecost
Sunday, the Holy Spirt des‐
cended upon the apostles
and gave them the gift of
speaking in multiple lan‐
guages of the mighty acts of
God accomplished in Jesus
Christ. What gifts of the
Spirit might you pray for
today?
Second Reading: Paul speaks
of believers in Christ as hav‐
ing the “Spirit of God” dwell‐
ing within them. How do
you experience the pres‐

ence of the Holy Spirit in
your life?
Gospel: The resurrected Je‐
sus breathed on the dis‐
ciples and gave the Holy
Spirit to them to forgive or
retain sins. How often do
you partake in the sacra‐
ment of reconciliation?

Questions for theWeek

Saint of theWeek

Born to nobility, St. Norbert
of Xanten, was ordained as a

subdeacon and served in
the court of Henry V, Em‐
peror of Germany, however,
at court it was easy to be dis‐
tracted by wealth, power
and luxury and he lived a
worldly and corrupt life
there. By the grace of God
while traveling in a storm he
was nearly struck by light‐
ning and almost killed. This
experience changed St.
Norbert and he became
penitent, left his court post,
and after a period of dis‐
cernment in a monastery,
felt called to be a priest.

Norbert became an itin‐

erant preacher, preaching
against worldly attitudes
but at the Pope’s request fi‐
nally settled in northern
France and founded the
Norbertine order estab‐
lished according to the rule
of St. Augustine. The order
grew rapidly and soon foun‐
ded a woman’s branch.
Norbert traveled and
preached across Germany
where he also founded a lay
branch of the Norbertines.
In Belgium he preached
against heresies which
denied the Blessed Sacra‐
ment.

Eventually he was made
Archbishop of Magdeburg,
Germany, and later he
traveled to Rome in support
of Pope Innocent II, against
the antipope. Afterward he
returned to Germany to
court of Emperor Lothar as
advisor. At end of life, in fail‐
ing health, St. Norbert was
carried back to Magdeburg
where he died.

First Reading
And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and began
to speak in different
tongues, as the Spirit en‐
abled them to proclaim.
(Acts 2:4)

Psalm:
Send forth your spirit, O
Lord, and renew the face of
the earth. (Ps 103[104])

Second Reading:
For those who are led by
the Spirit of God are sons of
God. (Rom 8:14)

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the
hearts of your faithful and
kindle in them the fire of
your love.
Alleluia!

Gospel:
“The Advocate, the Holy
Spirit whom the Father will
send in my name, will teach
you everything and remind
you of all that I had told
you.” (Jn 14:26)
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Certificate in Pastoral
Ministry – starting in
September 2022
To find out more join us on‐
line for one of our informa‐
tion evenings: Tuesday 14th
June 2022 or Wednesday
22nd June 2022 from 7:30pm
- 9:00pm. To register your in‐
terest for one of the inform‐
ation evenings, or for fur‐
ther information please
email adminfaith.mission‐
@diocesehn.org.uk.

Bishop Séamus’s 80th

Birthday
Bishop Robert would like to
invite you to a Mass to mark
the 80th birthday of Bishop
Seamus. This will be on
Thursday 30th June 2022 at
12.05 pm at St Mary’s Cathed‐
ral.

All are most welcome to
attend.

I am sure that many of us
will want to take up this in‐
vitation and we’ll let you
know what the parish has
got planned soon.

Monthly Prayer Vigil at
Derwentside IRC
A monthly interfaith prayer
vigil has been held outside
the barrier to the
Derwentside Immigration
Removal Centre since Au‐
gust. During the last few
weeks, women have been
moved into the Centre
which is now England’s
main IRC for women and
will eventually detain 80
women who are seeking
asylum. The prayer vigils will
continue - both to pray for
the women and to stand in
solidarity with them. As a
faith community, we are
called to witness to justice
and compassion. Please
participate in the prayer vi‐
gil if you can. The next vigil
is planned for Sunday 5th
June. The vigil begins at
3.00pm and the short prayer
service incorporates a time
of silence. The postcode for
the centre on Corbridge
Road, Medomsley is DH8
6QY. To avoid disruption to

local residents, park away
from the site if you can. If
you are unable to join in
person, please join in prayer
from home at 3.00pm. For
more information, contact
Liz Archibald at lizarchibald
.justiceandpeace@gmail
.com

Morning and Evening
Prayer in theMercy
Chapel
The mornings and evenings
are brighter and the days
are longer. Why not start
and end your day praying
the Prayer of the Church
with the priests in the Mercy
Chapel? The chapel is open
from 7.30 am to 5.30 pm and
we pray at 8 am and 5.15 pm.

You’re also free to pop in
during the day to light a
candle and say a prayer be‐
fore the Blessed Sacrament.

Announcements

Being able to name the
seven gifts of the Holy Spirit
was, for many of us, a pre-
requisite to being con‐
firmed. As much as I agree
with that list, I think they
missed out an important
one. (I often joke that when
I’m pope I’ll fix it by adding
an eighth gift of the Holy
Spirit!) It is the gift of variety.

When the Holy Spirit is
present and we’re open to
the Spirit’s work among us

there is wonderful, beauti‐
ful, amazing, frustrating,
creative, messy variety! The
Spirit doesn’t just pour out
gifts upon the faithful, the
Spirit pours out a variety of
gifts in wonderful technicol‐
our!

Have a look around at all
the different people who
have come to Mass with you
this weekend. Look at all the
different talents and experi‐
ences, backgrounds, joys

and hopes that people
bring to this parish. How
wonderful it is that we’re
not all the same! Variety, of
course, sometimes makes it
difficult to agree or reach
consensus; variety means
that we’re not always facing
the same direction; variety
means that we have to com‐
promise and work hard to
keep everyone together. All
of this is a gift, all
of it is from the
Holy Spirit!

Flock Notes


