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And to another he said, “Fol‐
low me.”In every moment of
every day, in every circum‐
stance and experience, God
is calling us. We can easily
get distracted and not hear
it or simply ignore it, pre‐
tending it wasn’t even
heard. When we do hear it
and favorably respond,
there are some conditions
that must be met. Jesus
makes it clear that once we
say yes to his invitation, we
must stay focused and forge
ahead. We cannot keep
looking behind or worry
about unfinished business.
There are some tasks, and
discipleship is one, that re‐
quire our full devotion.

There are many “masters”
vying for our attention. We
need something or
someone to give us direc‐
tion. Human nature requires
it. Our motives and actions
reveal what has our allegi‐
ance. It is tempting to give
ourselves to masters that
lure us with intriguing
promises. When given the
choice between a “master”
that promises worldly suc‐
cess, abundant wealth,
status, privilege, and secur‐
ity versus a “master” that

asks for self-sacrifice, hard‐
ship, suffering, ridicule, and
death, to whom do we go?
While the promise of imme‐
diate pleasure is enticing,
there is always a catch. For
all that secular masters can
promise, they always keep
us looking behind, checking
on ourselves, second guess‐
ing choices, calculating op‐
tions, and being slaves to
excessive worry. Our guard
can never come down. Only
one master really promises
life: Jesus Christ. Hearing his
call, we either trust him or
we don’t.

Saying yes to following
Christ does come with a risk.
But it also comes with the
brightness of future hopes
and dreams. There is no
need to keep looking be‐
hind. Sins are forgiven and
regrets serve no effective
purpose. God is not there.
He’s moved beyond all that
stuff. God is in the today and
the tomorrow and what he
can continually do with our
daily affirmation to follow
Him. All we need to do is be
obedient. St. Gianna Molla is
credited with saying, “The
stillness of prayer is the
most essential condition for

fruitful action. Before all
else, the disciple kneels
down.” Begin with prayer.
We will not only hear God’s
call but find the courage to
trust that He will guide us
where we need to be. God
uses us in the most ordinary
of ways through the simple
daily expression of our lives.

Some people can be so
bullheaded. They choose to
stay the course at any cost.
These folks are not simply
stubborn; they are obstinate
in a foolish or stupid way.
Children can be bullheaded
about who can or cannot
play with them, based on
whom they like or not. An

employer might be bull‐
headed about who can use
a conference room and for
how long. A student might
be bullheaded about choos‐
ing to do homework slop‐
pily. In this gospel, when we
hear that Jesus was “resol‐
utely determined to journey
to Jerusalem,” we might be

tempted to think he was
really bullheaded. After all,
‘Jerusalem represents death,
the end of life’s journey.
Traveling to Jerusalem to
meet suffering and death
seems to be a stupid move.
Peter, and presumably the
other disciples, certainly did
not want Jesus to embark
on this journey (see Matt
16:21). They did not under‐
stand that Jerusalem repres‐
ents more than the end of a
journey, more than death.
Jerusalem symbolises the
new Life beyond death.
The journey Jesus invites us
to take is the journey
through death to new Life.
We know the cost, even bet‐
ter than the disciples knew,
even as we also know the
new Life that awaits bey‐
ond. We need to get started
on this journey, and stay on
an unswerving path. We
must be single-minded, but
not bullheaded. We must
travel this journey with full
understanding of that to
which we commit ourselves.
We also take this journey
with full understanding of
what is“beyond”Jerusalem.

Following Jesus requires
much more than simply
walking with him from vil‐
lage to village. Following Je‐
sus calls for being “resol‐
utely determined” to jour‐
ney with him all the way to
Jerusalem-and beyond. Any
excuses, no matter how
seemingly legitimate, keep
us from letting go of where
we are and embracing
where we must go. To be on
this journey requires total
self-surrender to what Jeru‐
salem holds as well as to

“being taken up” into what is
“beyond”Jerusalem: the new
Jerusalem, “the kingdom of

God”fulfilled.
The challenge of this

gospel is for us to be as res‐
olutely determined to ac‐
cept the dying to self that is
necessary to follow Jesus
and cooperate with him in
establishing God’s reign as
Jesus was resolutely de‐
termined to go to his own
suffering and death. We can
be neither naive, stupid, nor
self-excusing. To be “fit for
the kingdom of God” we
must keep our eyes on Jesus
and our destiny. We must let
him be our motivation to
stay the course. The course:
Jerusalem. The price: dying.
The stakes: new Life.

The context for this Sunday’s
gospel is that Jesus is “resol‐
utely determined’’ to go to
Jerusalem and this sets the
tone for the next months of
Ordinary Time for us. On our
own journey to the end of
the liturgical year in Novem‐
ber (hardly on our minds at
this point in June!) we, too,
must be resolute about
hearing the gospel faithfully
and following Jesus, even
when that means we, too,
are going to “Jerusalem,”
which symbolises the ongo‐
ing dying to self that is what
living the paschal mystery
really is.

We hear the gospel faith‐
fully when that gospel is
lived in our everyday cir‐
cumstances. Hearing is
more than words going into
our ears; it demands of us
resolute action. The gospels
often are challenging. This
one challenges us to go to
Jerusalem with Jesus, and
be his faithful followers by
proclaiming that “the king‐
dom of God”is at hand.

Go and
spred the
good news

Living the Paschal
Mystery

God calls us in the midst of
ordinary things. Often only
looking for God in the dra‐
matic, spectacular, the ritual
or the sacred places, we
miss that He is walking be‐
side us. Every moment of
every day, in every circum‐
stance and experience, God
is calling to us, “Follow me.”
Sometimes, we are too dis‐
tracted to hear this call.
Other times, we would
rather ignore it or pretend it
wasn’t heard. God, however,
is very persistent. Whether
we fine tune our hearing to
receive this invitation now
or when we close our eyes in

death, we need to make a
choice. The choice involves
leaving some things behind
and moving forward, taking
risks. Choosing to keep fo‐
cused and single-minded,
the lens we then use to see
our world and one another
is God’s, not our own. Life is
no longer about what is im‐
portant or matters to me
but what matters to God.
We acquire a new filter and
are asked to use that filter to
make choices, establish pri‐
orities, and determine what
direction we will take, and
how to love. Once we accept
God’s invitation, we cannot

keep looking back to what
was left behind, only for‐
ward to the surprises yet to

come.

Guided by the Spirit

There will always be some‐
thing behind us and before
us. Time moves on and the
world continues to rotate.
Will we miss that which ex‐
ists right before our eyes be‐
cause they are shut while
we are consumed by the
past or worried about the
future?

When we go about
whatever work God has set
for us this day, large or small,
we cannot get it done if we

are looking behind us. Being
mindful means to live for
the present. It sounds like
the simplest thing in the
world, but we forget it (I for‐
get it at least once every
day). We must be guided by
the Spirit.

What I’m talking about
here is a radical abandon‐
ment of ourselves to God —
over, and over, and over
again. We cannot put our
hand to the plough, while
our eyes are looking back‐
ward at what is left behind.

We cannot turn back if we
are to move forward.

When we take up the
yoke of stewardship, we will
never be able to bear it if we
rely on our own strength.
When we put our hands to
the plough, we will never
get the job done if we look
backwards at our own track
record for inspiration. There
is no inspiration there. Let
the dead bury their dead.

— Tracy EarlWelliver, MTS

Everyday Stewardship
Live the Liturgy



Bernadette, Jean Maureen,
Christopher, Paula, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa, Cath,
the sick sisters at Oaklea,

David, Marion, Dave, Neil, Paul, Andrew, Jacob, Stella,
David, Alisa, Susan, Mary, Jack, Richard, Margaret,
Maura, Colin and Gerry

Clive Ciraldi; Lilian Naisby,
Raymond Boddy, Ronnie
Foster, Patricia Snowdon,

Vera Wilson, Rosemary Hepple, Thomas Barraclough

Let us know if youwould like a name added to the list.

26 THIRTEENTH
SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME (C)

27 Monday
St Cyril of Alexandria

28 St Irenaeus

29 SS PETER & PAUL,
APOSTLES

30 Thursday

1 Friday
St Oliver Plunkett

2 Saturday

3 FOURTEENTH
SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME (C)

1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11/Gal 5:1, 13-18/Lk 9:51-62
10:30 Mass St Mary’s AlanWilson (RIP)
17:00 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish.

Am 2:6-10, 13-16/Ps 50:16bc-17, 18-19, 20-21, 22-23/Mt 8:18-22
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Filomena Balnig (RIP)
14:30 Corpus Christi Procession St Mary’s Primary
20:00 Prayer Group St Cecilia’s

Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12/Ps 5:4b-6a, 6b-7, 8/Mt 8:23-27
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Mary Kelly (RIP)
13:00 Over 60s St Mary’s Catholic Centre
17:00 ChosenTuesday Upper Room
18:30 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s Ronnie Foster (RIP)

Acts 12:1-11/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/2Tm 4:6-8, 17-18/Mt 16:13-19
12:05 Mass St Mary’s William, Beatrice Snr &Theo Joyce (RIP)

Am 7:10-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Mt 9:1-8
10:00 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10:00 OpenHouse St Mary’s Catholic Centre
10:30 Mass St Cecilia’s NOMASS
12:05 Mass St Mary’s NOMASS
17:00 Eveningwith Jesus and Friends Mercy Chapel

Am 8:4-6, 9-12/Ps 119:2, 10, 20, 30, 40, 131/Mt 9:9-13
12:05 RequiemMass St Mary’s Thomas Anthony Barraclough

Am 9:11-15/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/Mt 9:14-17
10:30 Confessions St Mary’s
11:00 Mass St Mary’s Michael McCoy (RIP)
11:45 Confessions St Mary’s
18:00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s JohnMcConville (RIP)
18:00 Songbird’Concert St Mary’s

Is 66:10-14c/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 [1]/Gal 6:14-18/Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 or 10:1-9
10:30 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish
17:00 Mass St Mary’s Elizabeth Ann Rodwell (RIP)

This Week

Question: I have seen the
title of Vicar General and
Chancellor used in our Cath‐

olic newspaper. Who are
they and what do they do?
Answer:A bishop is in charge
of a diocese and appoints
people to help with its ad‐
ministration. Two of those
positions are the Vicar Gen‐
eral and the Chancellor.
Both play a role in the life of
a diocese, despite the many
jokes priests may tell at their
expense! A chancellor is the

archivist of a diocese,
charged with task of keep‐
ing the records of the dio‐
cese. Often a bishop may
add other responsibilities
and the chancellor may end
up being like the executive
director of the diocesan
office. The chancellor does
not need to be a priest.

The vicar general is a
priest, appointed by the
bishop and acts in the name
of the bishop in administer‐
ing the diocese. He has an
advanced degree in canon

law or theology. He also has
executive authority within
the diocese. This means that
he is involved in the day-to-
day pastoral and temporal
administration of the dio‐
cese. Canon law does not al‐
low a bishop to appoint a re‐
lative to the position, nor
the priest in charge of the
sacrament of penance. In
both cases, the purpose of
the law is to avoid conflicts
of interest.

Why do we do that?

First Reading:We hear today
Elijah’s call to Elisha to fol‐
low him and succeed him as
the prophet to lead the Is‐
raelite people. Elisha did not
hesitate to responsd to the
call. How have you respon‐
ded to God’s call for you?
Second Reading: Paul taught
the Gentile-believers in
Galatia to use their new-
found freedom in their faith
in Christ to “serve one an‐
other through love.” In what

ways do you use your faith
in Christ to serve others?
Gospel: As Jesus begins his
final journey toward Jerus‐
alem, we hear how various
encounters allowed Jesus to
define the parameters of
discipleship. What chal‐
lenges do you encounter in
being a disciple of Jesus?

Questions for theWeek

Saint of theWeek

Saint Oliver Plunkett was
the last Roman Catholic
Martyr to die in England. He
was canonised in 1975, the
first new Irish saint in almost
700 years.

Oliver was born in
Loughcrew, Oldcastle,
County Meath in November
1625, the son of the Baron of
Loughcrew. As a young
man, he wanted to become
a priest, but it was illegal to
travel to the continent to
enter seminary. Even so, he
undertook the dangerous
journey with four other
young men and a Papal En‐
voy. They were pursued by
English privateers, storms at
sea, and robbers on land.
However, Oliver entered
Rome in 1647, and was ad‐
mitted to the Irish College.
He was an excellent student
and was ordained on Janu‐
ary 1, 1654. Oliver remained
in Rome, studied law and

served as chaplain at Spi‐
enza University, ministered
at Santo Spirito hospital,
and cared for the poor and
ill. By 1657 he was a pro‐
fessor of Theology and later
of Apologetics or Controver‐
sies at Propaganda College.

The 1650s were a difficult
time in for Catholics in Ire‐
land, the majority of popu‐
lation, as Cromwell passed
many penal laws against
them, and the practice of
Catholicism was banned.
During this time Oliver was
appointed by Irish bishops
to be their agent in Rome.
Following the Restoration of
Monarchy, Pope Clement IX
appointed Oliver Arch‐
bishop of Armagh and Prim‐

ate of all Ireland 1669. Oliver
returned to a country where
the Catholic Church was in
disarray and divided. He had
to travel largely incognito
and perform his duties in
makeshift locations. He is
credited with unifying the
Church and in traveling
across the eleven dioceses
under his purview, confirm‐
ing thousands, and ordain‐
ing several priests.

In 1673 persecution of
Catholics was again on the
rise and bishops were
banned. Oliver went into
hiding, but in 1679 he was
arrested and charged with
treason. He was hanged,
drawn, and quartered at Ty‐
burn in July 1681. Before his
death he publicly forgave
those responsible.

First Reading
Then Elisha left and fol‐
lowed Elijah as his attend‐
ant. (1 Kgs 19:21)

Psalm:
O Lord, it is you who are my
portion. (Ps 15[16])

Second Reading:
For you were called for free‐
dom, brothers and sisters.
(Gal 5:13)

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Speak, Lord, your servant is
listening: you have the
message of eternal life. Al‐
leluia!

Gospel:
As they were proceeding on
their journey someone said
to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.” (Lk 9:57)
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Bishop Séamus’s 80th
Birthday
Bishop Robert would like to
invite you to a Mass to mark
the 80th birthday of Bishop
Seamus. This will be on
Thursday 30th June 2022 at
12.05 pm at St Mary’s Cathed‐
ral.

All are most welcome to
attend.

NoMass
There will be no Mass in St
Cecilia’s or St Mary’s on
Thursday, 30 June as we’ll be
at the Cathedral in New‐
castle for Bishop Séamus’s
birthday celebration.

Holy Day of Obligation:
Saints Peter and Paul
Wednesday is the Solemnity
of Saints Peter and Paul, a
holy day of obligation. The
Vigil Mass will be at 6.30pm
in St Cecilia’s on Tuesday.

This weekend, after all
Masses there will be a retir‐
ing collection for Peter’s
Pence. This year the Pope is

going to use the proceeds to
help fund the work of
Caritas in Ukraine and the
surrounding countries.

Morning and Evening
Prayer in theMercy
Chapel
The mornings and evenings
are brighter and the days
are longer. Why not start
and end your day praying
the Prayer of the Church

with the priests in the Mercy
Chapel? The chapel is open
from 8 am to 5.30 pm and
we pray at 8 am and 5.15 pm.

You’re also free to pop in
during the day to light a
candle and say a prayer be‐
fore the Blessed Sacrament.

Songbirds’Concert
The Songbirds are holding a
Summer Concert on 2 July at
7pm in St Mary’s Church.
Tickets are on sale at the
back of Church after Mass.

Thanks for your help!
A big thank-you to a few
donors who’ve really helped
us these past few weeks
with money for feeding the
homeless at Open House on
Thursday morning and
throughout the week. Every
day we are giving out more
and more food parcels to
people at the presbytery
door as rising prices are
pushing more people into
poverty.

If you’ve got a few hours
free on a Thursday morning,
why not pass by the Church

Hall and see how you can
help.

Announcements

It was an inspired move on
the part of the Church to
celebrate Peter and Paul to‐
gether, even though in life
they sometimes had a diffi‐
cult relationship.

Peter is the apostle who
cared for the Hebrews,
those Jews who converted
to Christianity. We see him
leading and guiding the
Christian community.

Paul is the apostle of the
gentiles. His gaze is directed

outwards, towards those
who have never heard of
Christ.

In a sense, Peter looks in‐
wards for the good of the
community and Paul looks
outwards to those who do
not yet belong to the com‐
munity.

To be a true Christian
community our parish
needs to be like both Peter
and Paul. We need to look
inwards to the good of the

parish and its parishioners;
but we can’t forget to look
outwards to those who are
not our parishioners.

We need the same bal‐
ance in our lives as well. We
need to look inwards to care
for our selves and see we are
spiritually nourished. At the
same time we have to be
aware of the needs of those
around us and be ready to
respond. We
need both
Peter and
Paul in our
lives.

Flock Notes


