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People who are concerned
with their own advance‐
ment and agenda have little
room for anyone else. With
an almost addictive pursuit
of esteem and acknowledg‐
ment from others, they be‐
come little more than en‐
titled embodiments of the
vice of pride. Public humili‐
ation or embarrassment can
hit them hard. While avoid‐
ing humiliation and embar‐
rassment may be advant‐
ageous to obtaining worldly
success, they are much less
desirable motivations for
entering the Kingdom of
God. Avoiding embarrass‐
ment is a self-serving motiv‐
ation. Pride and all of its
manifestations have no
place on God’s agenda,
neither do worldly success
and fulfilment. In fact, we
have been clearly told that if
we love our lives, we will
lose them. Therefore, if you
really want to find your true
station in life, learn to give
yourself away.

While this may sound
foolish to secular ears, it ac‐
tually makes perfect sense.
God, who is love, makes
each of us in His image.
Love, and therefore God, is

in our DNA. That being the
case, love is never love if it is
kept to oneself or hoarded.
Love needs to be shared and
given away. Therefore, it is
the only proper motivation
for entering the Kingdom of
God. The door to happiness
is only opened when we
realise that all we are and all
we have is due only to God’s
grace. Without God we are
nothing.

Love is the remedy for
pride and protects us from
ourselves. God asks us to be
humble. Only when we are
free from the traps of pride
and arrogance that we can
begin to follow the path to
true humility. Only one who
is humble can rightly love
and be of service to God.

“God makes use only of the
humble as his instruments
(Jean-Pierre de Caussade).”
The humble one does not

need others to give them
worth and value. Their self-
esteem comes from the
much more secure founda‐
tion of God. Only those who
are entirely free can give
themselves freely to others.
Love must always be our
motivation for doing all
things. Be content that God

has invited you to the ban‐
quet of life. Concern your‐
self with accepting the invit‐
ation, and don’t worry
about where you will sit.

This Sunday’s gospel in‐
cludes two related parables,
one directed to banquet
guests and the other to ban‐
quet hosts. However, the
banquets in the parables are
more than fine meals. At
stake in these banquets is
relationships and inclusivity.
All are invited. All share in

the one place of honour. All
receive of the generosity of
the divine Host who lavishes
us with all good things.
The first parable about wed‐
ding guests invites us to re‐
flect on knowing ourselves
in relation to others. The

“wedding banquet” imagery
of the gospel is eschatolo‐

gical imagery; that is, we
might think of God as the
host and the wedding ban‐
quet as the Lord’s heavenly
banquet. We are all invited
to the banquet (offered sal‐
vation); but we must re‐
member that it is God who
invites. Our own relation to
God is as those who are
poor; we cannot “buy” our
own place in heaven. God
invites us to this exalted po‐
sition. God raises us up! By
God’s choosing us we are
raised up to share in divine
riches and bestowed the
great dignity of sharing in
God’s very Life. If this is how
God relates to us, then this is
how the disciple relates to
others. As God has be‐
stowed dignity on us, so do
we shower others with dig‐
nity. As God invites all of us,
so do we invite all others
into relationship with us
that enlarges who we are
and how we live.
The second parable about
hosts invites us to reflect on
how we wish God to relate
to us. We know we are poor
(a metaphor for sinners).
God doesn’t extend an invit‐
ation to the banquet only to
those who seem worthy,
but extends the invitation to
all who would respond. No
one is excluded from the
banquet. Neither should we
exclude others from our
own attention and ministra‐
tions. If we wish God to in‐
vite us who are poor to the
divine banquet, then we
also extend ourselves to all
others regardless of social,
economic, religious, sexual
status or orientation.

At Jesus’ “wedding ban‐
quet”all who hear and heed
Jesus’ admonition to humil‐
ity, inclusivity, and generos‐

ity sit in the one “place of
honour.” There is one “place
of honour” because we are
all one Body in Christ. There
needs to be only one place
near our Host, symbolising
our unity and strength in his
one Body. Further, we can
never exhaust the gift of this

“place of honour.” It is a share
in the very Life and ministry
of our Host. This “place of
honour,” therefore, is not a
limited space, a single seat,
a physical arrangement of
host and guests one to an‐
other. It is a spacious rela‐
tionship of all of us to the
risen Jesus that is a share in
his divine Life. This “place of
honour” is given to “the
righteous,” all of us who
have chosen to live and act
as Jesus the Host. How
blessed are we!

To be invited to the one
“place of honour”means that
we must let go of any- thing
that limits our relationship
to our Host and to each
other. If we wish God to
raise us up (“repaid at the re‐
surrection of the right‐
eous”), then we must live
our lives raising others up.
We must build strong rela‐
tionships of unity. We must
forget about seeking our
own place of honour and in‐
stead give ourselves over to
the “place of honour” to
which our Host invites us.

Each Sunday we are in‐
vited to God’s banquet
table. We ourselves are
nourished at the same time
that we are called to share
the abundance of God’s Life
by reaching out to others in
need. We eat and drink in or‐
der to be gracious to others.
This is the most profound
blessedness!

Grow in
humility

Living the Paschal
Mystery

“Humble yourself the more,
the greater you are.” These
words from Sirach are
packed with wisdom. Who
we become, and the success
we achieve, is due not only
to our own merits but also
to God’s grace. Without God,
we cease to be. This is a
simple fact. If we ever feel
entitled to honour, superior
treatment, or privileges,
then we are deluding
ourselves. The person who
truly understands and is re‐
sponsible for their well-
being and success will

quickly become a servant of
others. We tend to forget
how important service is.
Being generous and kind,
especially to those who can‐
not repay us, is the hallmark
of the Christian life. Are we
willing to put ourselves last?
An easy way to seek an an‐
swer is to determine how
much value you place on sit‐
ting in the seat you occupy
today or the space you
choose to park your car.
Would you offer these to
someone else?

Humility and Stewardship

Some people have “the rich
relation” in their family tree.
Aunt Cindy, who is always
traveling somewhere new
and exciting. Cousin Richard
and his lake house. Your sis‐
ter and brother-in-law who
buy a new car every year.
Oftentimes these relatives
take great happiness in
sharing their wealth. You
can usually count on an
exotic gift from Aunt Cindy’s
latest adventure or an invit‐

ation to go out on Richard’s
pontoon boat at the end of
the summer.

Yet sometimes, that per‐
son wants something in re‐
turn. Not money, of course,
but something else. Atten‐
tion. Flattery. Gratitude.
Cindy wants you to ask her
where she got the priceless
artefact in Istanbul, so she
can talk about the many an‐
tiquities dealers she visited.
Richard wants you to ask
about his new boat, so he
can talk about how well

business has been this year.
Maybe the person just
wants to know you like the
gift or that the experience
offered is pleasing to you.

This is a natural inclina‐
tion that we all possess.
There is nothing wrong with
wanting to be the person
people count on. There is
nothing wrong with want‐
ing to offer worthy gifts.
There is nothing wrong with
hoping that maybe, just a
little, we might be appreci‐
ated.
What matters is the spirit we
carry within our hearts
when we do it. What mat‐
ters is our destination as we
approach that proverbial
table. Are we headed for the
place of honour, expecting
it to be waiting for us? Or are
we making our way to the
lowest place, simply thank‐
ful to be invited to the meal?
— Tracy EarlWelliver, MTS

Everyday Stewardship

Live the Liturgy



Bernadette, Jean Maur‐
een, Christopher, Paula,
Peter, Emilia, Jean, Teresa,
Cath, the sick sisters at

Oaklea, David, Marion, Dave, Neil, Paul, Andrew, Jacob,
Stella, David, Alisa, Susan, Mary, Jack, Richard, Margaret,
Moira, Colin, Gerry, Nick, Maureen and Stella.

Fr Dermott Donnelly,
Maud Todd, Peter Algar,
George Cain, Mary Eliza‐

beth Hallan Scott, Veronica Stafford; George Bowler

Let us know if youwould like a name added to the list.

28 TWENTY-SECOND
SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME (C)

29 Passion of St John the
Baptist

30 Tuesday
Ss Margaret Clitherow, Anne
Line andMargaretWard

31 St Aidan and the Saints
of Lindisfarne

1 Thursday

2 Friday

3 St Gregory the Great

4 TWENTY-THIRD
SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME (C)

Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Ps 68:4-5, 6-7, 10-11/Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14
08:00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
09:00 Mass Convent Ints of Jack Foster
10:30 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish
17:00 Mass St Mary’s Elizabeth Ann Rodwell (RIP)

1 Cor 2:1-5/Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102/Mk 6:17-29
08:00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
09:00 Breakfast with God Mercy Chapel
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Charles AlfredWeddell (RIP)
17:15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel

1 Cor 2:10b-16/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13ab, 13cd-14/Lk 4:31-37
08:00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Fr Michael Carrie
13:00 Over 60s St Mary’s Catholic Centre
16:00 ChosenTuesday Upper Room
17:15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel

1 Cor 3:1-9/Ps 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21/Lk 4:38-44
08:00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of the Daroczy Family
17:15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel

1 Cor 3:18-23/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 5:1-11
08:00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
10:00 OpenHouse St Mary’s Catholic Centre
10:15 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10:30 Mass St Cecilia’s Holy Souls
12:05 Mass St Mary’s John & Pat Hair (RIP)
17:00 Eveningwith Jesus and Friends Mercy Chapel

1 Cor 4:1-5/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28, 39-40/Lk 5:33-39
08:00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Bob & Eveline Rodgers (RIP)
17:15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel

1 Cor 4:6b-15/Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21/Lk 6:1-5
08:00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
10:30 Confessions St Mary’s
11:00 Mass St Mary’s James Schev (RIP)
11:45 Confessions St Mary’s
18:00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s People of the Parish

Wis 9:13-18b/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14-17/Phlm 9-10, 12-17/Lk 14:25-33
08:00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
09:00 Mass Convent Ints of Sr M. Regina
10:30 Mass St Mary’s Audrey Gibson (RIP)
17:00 Mass St Mary’s Wedding Anniversary Intention

Question: I have been going
to Mass for years and have
always wondered: why do
we make the three signs of

the cross before the Gospel?
Answer: Certainly, many
people go to Mass or other
devotions, doing and saying
things out of habit or rever‐
ence and not really under‐
standing the reasons be‐
hind some of these things.
But everything we do has a
meaning or purpose that
helps us to worship better,
proclaim our beliefs, or fo‐
cus the attention of the
people on something that
has a greater importance or
significance. A review of the

meaning of various gestures
and practices can help us
have a deeper appreciation
for what we do.

There is a little prayer
that goes with the three
crosses before the Gospel:

“May the words of the Holy
Gospel be on my mind, on
my lips and in my heart.” In
standing to hear the Gospel,
we acknowledge that Jesus
is present, and the words of
the Gospel are addressed to
us. All of the gestures and
special postures we adopt

before the Gospel are inten‐
ded to help us prepare for
hearing the Word as well as
act on it. The incense, the Al‐
leluia, the deacon or priest,
and the special dialogue
and announcement that in‐
troduces the Gospel help us
focus our attention on the
Good News we are about to
hear. The three signs of the
cross show our desire and
good intention to hear and
live the Gospel.

Why do we do that?

First Reading: Sirach speaks
of humility as a virtue to em‐
brace. Why do you think
Jewish wisdom tradition of‐
ten saw humility as an ad‐
mirable human trait?
Second Reading: Hebrews
speaks of the sacrificial
blood of Jesus providing us
with unprecedented direct
access to God. How do you
share this good news with
others?
Gospel: Jesus spoke to the

“leading Pharisees” about
the importance of humility
and to freely give to those
on the margins with no ex‐
pectation of repayment.
When have you done so in
your life?

Questions for the Week

Saint of
the Week
Saint Gregory the Great
lived in a most turbulent
time. There were devastat‐
ing episodes of plague, the
sacking of Rome and the
breakdown of strong Ro‐
man rule, invasions by Lom‐
bards and Franks, floods,
and a widening gap
between imperial Byzan‐
tium and the Roman
Church.

Born around 540 into a
noble Roman family, Saint
Gregory was probably
trained in law, and started
his public service as a Pre‐
fect of Rome. However,

upon the death of his father,
he converted his family
home to monastery, where
he resided as a monk. He
built six more monasteries
in Sicily and one in Rome.

Often called the father of
the medieval papacy and
Apostle of the English, Saint
Gregory was proclaimed
Pope by acclamation in 590.
Although he was reluctant
to assume this post, prefer‐
ring the cloistered life, his
accomplishments were
many. He was an extremely
capable manager of Church
estates and tenants and is
known for his reform of the
liturgy. He was instrumental
in the consolidation of
papal power and led the

fight against the many her‐
esies promoted by small
Christian groups at the time.
Through his prolific corres‐
pondence he oversaw mon‐
astic life, curtailing the
power of grasping bishops,
correcting abuses, and en‐
forcing discipline. He was
particularly concerned with
the conversion of England,
sending 40 monks from his
monastery including Saint
Augustine of Canterbury to
evangelise there.

Saint Gregory died in
604 and was sainted imme‐
diately. He is one of four key
doctors of the Western
Church, including Saints Au‐
gustine, Ambrose, and
Jerome.

First Reading
Humble yourself the more,
the greater you are, and
you will find favour with
God. (Sir 7:18)

Psalm:
In your goodness, O God,
you prepared a home for
the poor. (Ps 67[68])

Second Reading:
You have approached
Mount Zion and the city of
the living God. (Heb 12:22)

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
If anyone loves me he will
keep my word, and my
Father will love him, and we
shall come to him. Alleluia!

Gospel:
“For every one who exalts
himself will be humbled,
but the one who humbles
himself will be exalted.” (Lk
14:11)
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Famine in Panyangara
Thanks to your generosity
we’ve sent nearly £6,000 for
famine relief. Fr Ignatius has
sent us a letter of thanks and
some pictures of the food
we have brought being dis‐
tributed. We’ll continue to
collect funds during the rest
of this month. Thanks again
for your generosity in help‐
ing our sister parish!

CAFOD
Thank you to everyone who
continues to support CA‐
FOD through the collection
boxes. Last month the col‐
lection raised £218, which
has been sent off to CAFOD.
CAFOD works throughout
the world's most deprived
areas.and through its sister
agency CARITAS in Ukraine.

Please continue to give
through this scheme"

Autumn 2022
We’ve got loads of activities
planned this autumn—
here’s a taste.

25 September Meeting
Parish Ministers: an oppor‐
tunity for you to share your
experiences of ministering
in the parish and say how
the parish can better sup‐
port you.

29 September–1 October
40 Hours’ Eucharistic Devo‐
tion: back by popular de‐
mand! An extended mo‐
ment of prayer and grace for
the parish and the city.

1–30 October Rosary
Rally: Host a statue of Mary
in your home and pray the
rosary with your family.

3 October First Recon‐
ciliation and Holy Commu‐
nion Programme parents’
meeting.

5 October Rite of Chris‐
tian Initiation of Adults: a
course for adults thinking
about being baptised or
joining the Catholic Church.

10 October Methods of
Prayer: a four-week course
on different ways of praying,
part of our ongoing forma‐
tion series.

St Arnold Society (SAS)
St Arnold of Metz is the pat‐
ron saint of beer and brew‐
ers. The parish and the uni‐
versity chaplaincy are
launching a St Arnold Soci‐
ety and you’re welcome to
join! Once a month we meet
in a pub for a chat about
faith and theology with
some inspirational speakers.

More details to follow!

Announcements

You’d think we Christians
would be good at humility,
after all, Jesus teaches about
it so much and gives us the
perfect example of a life
lived in humility, as do the
saints, especially our Mother
Mary. So why is it that so
many of us struggle so
much with this particular
virtue?

I think part of the prob‐
lem lies in the fact that the
virtue of humility is so often
confused with false mod‐
esty, which is not in the least

bit virtuous. False modesty
can be practised in front of a
mirror, whereas humility
takes a lifetime to perfect.

Fundamentally, false
modesty and humility have
completely different found‐
ations: a lie and the truth.

False modesty is who we
would like people to think
we are: our perfect idea of
ourselves and the image we
try to portray. We ignore the
contradictions and cover
over the blemishes and
rough edges, in the hope no

one looks too closely.
Humility is about accept‐

ing the whole truth about
ourselves. Part of that truth
is our fallenness and sinful‐
ness and the litany of mis‐
takes we have made. But
the other part is our
blessedness, our being
made in God’s image and
likeness of God, our gifts
and talents, our uniqueness.
Humility can hold both
truths. Ultimately, humility
is learning to see
ourselves as
God sees us.

Flock Notes


