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Barry had a life sentence in
prison for doing unthink‐
able crimes. He would often
remark to the chaplain that
he was an atheist and could
not bring himself to believe
in any “god.”When the chap‐
lain asked why, Barry
quickly retorted that the
book of Genesis speaks of
God creating everything
and feeling very good about
it. God’s creation of people
and things is beautiful.
Barry continued,“If there is a
God who creates something
and likes what He makes
and that God is good, then
how could He have created
someone as evil as me?”The
chaplain fell silent as tears
welled up in his eyes. “God
loves you too, Barry. The
stuff that you did is another
matter. God puts His image
and likeness in each one of
us, in our souls. How can
God not love himself?” God
cannot despise or hate any‐
thing or anyone. He made
you. Life hurt you. He is al‐
ways about unconditional
love andmercy. Barry found
a glimmer of hope that day
andwas touched by love.

Zacchaeus met love in‐
carnate in Jesus. He knew
there was something spe‐
cial about him, and he had
to see Jesus for himself.

Realising and knowing
God’s unconditional, penet‐
rating love is a game-
changer. Sinners don’t re‐
pulse Jesus, he wants to eat
with them! We can often
find ourselves conflicted
about how God sees us. We
want to believe that He
loves us, but other tapes
playing in our heads con‐
vince us that this cannot be
true. We carry our sins
around like heavy sacks
weighing on our shoulders.
We are crippled.

God’s divine blessing
lives in each of our souls. It is
our essential goodness, a
free gift given to us by God.
The beginnings of salva‐
tion’s blessings are dis‐
covered when we begin to
understand who God is,
whowe are, and howwe are
to act relative to our broth‐
ers and sisters. We become
more focused and cour‐
ageous, eager to gather up
all of the fragments of our
lives and become whole. Za‐
cchaeus, after meeting Je‐
sus, finally knew who he
was. He saw his sins and his
potential for goodness as a
blest child of God.When we
allow God to meet us and
touch us in such a profound
way, we find what our
selfishness has lost. We are

on the road to salvation.

When do we find ourselves
up a tree? When we are in a
difficult situation and can't
seem to find a way out. The
idea is to climb down, to
find a solution. In this gos‐
pel story, Zacchaeus does
the opposite. He goes up a
tree to solve his problem.
What's not to like about this
Zacchaeus story? All kinds

of things feed our imagina‐
tion. A “wealthy man”
throws aside social propri‐
ety and does what an en‐
thusiastic little kid would
do—he climbs a tree! And
he doesn't pick an easy
tree—he climbs a sycamore
tree, a very tall tree, one
without branches close to
the ground. He chooses a

very difficult way to get
what he wants: “to see who
Jesus was.” And he gets
more than he climbed for—
Jesus tells him, “Today salva‐
tion has come to this house.”

Zacchaeus’s short stature
kept him from seeingJesus
with his physical eyes. His
ardent desire to encoun‐
terJesus, however, indicates
that he had already seen
him with the eyes of his
heart. Encountering Jesus
does not depend upon the
goodness of one's life, but
encountering him can bring
about conversion of life. Za‐
cchaeus chooses to put his
life in right order. For this
does Zacchaeus come to
salvation. Encountering Je‐
sus and choosing to put our
own life in right order brings
us to the same salvation.We
only need to seeJesus with
the eyes of our hearts wide
open. All of us are invited to
salvation. Those are saved
who seek Jesus (Zacchaeus
made the first step when he
climbed the sycamore tree
to see Jesus) and are open
to being sought by him (Je‐
sus stayed at his house).
Those are saved who
change their lives when
they encounter Jesus. See‐
ing Jesus isn't enough. En‐
counter must lead to a faith
relationship that makes a
difference in our lives.
Moreover, since Jesus con‐
tinues his saving mission
through us his followers, we
must be equally responsive
to others. We must put our
own affairs in order and care
for those in any need. We
must also live in such a way
that when others encounter
us, they encounter Jesus.

Zacchaeus is the last per‐
son Luke's gospel mentions
before Jesus enters Jerus‐

alem—it is as though Luke
chooses to end his gospel
account with a memorable
story about why Jesus
came: “For the Son of Man
has come to seek and to
save what was lost.” If “salva‐
tion has come” even for this
short tax collector, then
who would ever be ex‐
cluded?

Most of us don’t have to
be so creative or go to the
extreme of climbing a tree
to encounter Jesus. How‐
ever, this gospel forewarns
us that we ought to not be
complacent about our spir‐
itual lives. Zacchaeus re‐
minds us that we must also
always be willing to change
and grow and be vigilant
about our relationshipswith
others, for these are baro‐
meters of our relationship
with God. Creativity in seek‐
ing Jesus might mean that
we are innovative in our per‐
sonal prayer life rather than
continually reciting the
prayers we might have
learned long ago. What
prayers might better meet
our spiritual needs now so
that we can grow in our re‐
lationships? It might mean
that we keep certain days of
the year (perhaps the days
of theTriduumor somedays
during Advent) as a “mini re‐
treat” in order to diligently
seekJesus and a better rela‐
tionship with him. It might
mean that we don't wait for
people to come to us and
ask for help but that we no‐
tice others’ needs and offer
to help before they ask. In
these and countless other
ways we encounter Jesus—
and salvation comes to our
house.

Today I must stay at your house!

Living the Paschal
Mystery

God does not set things in
motion or create something
and then step back to at‐
tend to othermatters.When
God creates, God remains
connected. God’s continued
and constant presence is ne‐
cessary for everything we
see to exist. Without God,
life as we know it would
cease. God’s imperishable
spirit is in all things! Being
the author of love, God can‐
not despise or hate Himself.
Therefore, God cannot des‐
pise or hate anything or any‐
one. How can God be re‐

pulsed by the image of Him‐
self reflected in a human
soul? Jesus goes to the
homes of sinners. His very
presence there is enough to
change even the most con‐
flicted and self-serving of
hearts.The soulwho realizes
its utter dependency upon
God is a soul who knows sal‐
vation. The beginnings of
salvation’s blessings are dis‐
covered when we under‐
stand who God is, who we
are, and how we are to act
relative to our brothers and
sisters. We find what our selfishness lost.

Dowewatch Jesus fromadis‐
tance?

It seems to me that Zac‐
chaeus may have gotten
more than he bargained for
when he scaled that syca‐
more tree.
We can only speculate as

to what the original inten‐
tions of the wealthy tax col‐
lector were. We know he
wanted to see Jesus, of
course — but what does
that mean? Was he simply
curious about this famous

and controversial man?Was
hemoved by what he heard
of Jesus’ teachings? Was he
trying to catch a glimpse, or
to get close?
Whatever his initial mo‐

tivations, we can safely as‐
sume he did not expect Je‐
sus to look up and say: “Get
down. I am coming to your
house today.”

I often findmyself taking
the same posture as Zac‐
chaeus in the tree. Perhaps I
have a problem I'm wrest‐
ling with or a personal fault

I need to overcome. At times
I know I need to give of my‐
self in ways that scare me.
Whatever it is, I amwatching
Jesus from a distance. I am
removed. Because I worry
that when he gets close, he
will get in my space. He will
see whatever it is I don’t
want to deal with or tackle.

I need to remember that
Jesus does not come to con‐
demn, but to assist. It is
God’s desire to make us
“worthy of His calling.”To do
that, He knows we need
help. He knows we need
Him in our space.

I’ll say this for Zacchaeus
—hewas ready. He jumped
right down, acknowledged
what he had to be ashamed
of, and vowed to do better.
He brought Jesus home.

— Tracy EarlWelliver, MTS

Everyday Stewardship

Live the Liturgy



Bernadette, Jean Maur‐
een, Christopher, Paula,
Peter, Emilia, Jean, Teresa,
Cath, the sick sisters at

Oaklea, David, Marion, Dave, Neil, Paul, Andrew, Jacob,
Stella, David, Alisa, Susan, Mary, Jack, Richard, Margaret,
Moira, Gerry, Nick, Maureen, Stella, Rose, Keith and Kelly

Margaret Patricia Rogers
and Dominic English,
Miriam Rogers, Florence

Isabella Davis, Alan &Maureen

Let us know if youwould like a name added to the list.

30 THIRTY-FIRST
SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME (C)

31 Monday
St AnthonyMary Claret

1 ALL SAINTS

2 ALL SOULS

3 Thursday
StWinefride; St Martin de Porres

4 St Charles Borromeo

5 Saturday

6 THIRTY-SECOND
SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME (C)

Wis 11:22–12:2/Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13, 14/2Thes 1:11–2:2/Lk 19:1-10
08:00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
09:00 Mass Convent Ints of Sr M Raphael &Family
10:30 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish
17:00 Mass St Mary’s Dominic English (RIP)

Phil 2:1-4/Ps 131:1bcde, 2, 3/Lk 14:12-14
08:00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
09:00 Arise Mercy Chapel
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Augusty Mathai (RIP)
12:45 Chaplet of Divine Mercy St Mary’s
17:15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel
18:30 Prayer 101 St Mary’s Catholic Centre
18:30 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s David Mead (RIP)

Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a
08:00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Ints of Mr Jayesh
13:00 Over 60s St Mary’s Catholic Centre
16:30 Chaplaincy Tuesdays Upper Room

Wis 4:7-14/Ps 25:6, and 7b, 17-18, 20-21/Rom 5:17-21/Mt 11:25-30
08:00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Holy Souls
17:15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel
18:30 RCIA Upper Room

Phil 3:3-8a/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Lk 15:1-10
08:00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
10:00 Open House St Mary’s Catholic Centre
10:15 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10:30 Mass St Cecilia’s Holy Souls
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Dominic English (RIP)
17:00 Restore Mercy Chapel

Phil 3:3-8a/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Lk 15:1-10
08:00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
12:05 Mass St Mary’s Tracy Craggs (RIP)
12:45 Holy Rosary St Mary’s
17:15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel

Phil 4:10-19/Ps 112:1b-2, 5-6, 8a and 9/Lk 16:9-15
08:00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
10:30 Confessions St Mary’s
11:00 Mass St Mary’s Stella Close (RIP)
11:45 Confessions St Mary’s
18:00 Vigil Mass St Cecilia’s Colin Stones (RIP)

2 Mc 7:1-2, 9-14/Ps 17:1, 5-6, 8, 15 [15b]/2Thes 2:16–3:5/Lk 20:27-38 or 20:27, 34-38
08:00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
09:00 Mass Convent Jan Furtek (RIP)
10:30 Mass St Mary’s People of the Parish
17:00 Mass St Mary’s Dominic English (RIP)

Question: If someone is in‐
terested in becoming a
priest, how does he go
about it?
Answer: Discerning a voca‐
tion can happen in any

number of ways. It might
come as a surprise to the
person called or to family or
friends. Sometimes it is a
gradual process, and other
times it is as quick and
bright as lightning. Regard‐
less of how it starts, a voca‐
tion to the priesthood or re‐
ligious life requires a process
of discerning, testing, and
preparing. The best place to
begin would be with lots of
prayer, receiving the sacra‐
ments, and attending daily
Mass whenever possible.
Then talk to your pastor or a

priest you know and trust.
Your diocese may have a vo‐
cation director who can
provide you with guidance
and information. The Serra
Club is also a great resource
for information and con‐
tacts to help you discern if
indeed God is calling you.

Remember that many
young Catholic men have
considered the priesthood.
Some are ordained and oth‐
ers realise this is not their
calling. However, we are all
called to be of service to
others as we practice our

faith. These are extraordin‐
ary times in which we live,
and they require an ex‐
traordinary witness to faith
and to God’s presence in the
world. Our work, our min‐
istry as Catholics, is to be the
body of Christ with and for
others. The Church needs
priests. If God calls you to or‐
dained service in the
church, He will provide the
grace, direction, and sup‐
port you need. Just listen
and respond with all your
heart, mind, and soul.

Why do we do that?

First Reading: Wisdom
teaches us that the Lord
mercifully and lovingly
awaits us to stop sinning
and return to Him. What be‐
haviors in your life are hold‐
ing you back from a deeper
relationship with Jesus?
Second Reading: Paul is con‐
cerned that the believers in
the city of Thessalonica are
being misled by others
about the second coming of

Christ. What do you think is
an effective way to address
any messages that belittle
or disregard our beliefs?
Gospel: Jesus sees in Zac‐
chaeus, the chief tax col‐
lector, an opportunity to
teach the crowds that as the
Son of Man, he has“come to
seek and to save what was
lost.” Are you included in
that description? How does
that make you feel?

Questions for the Week

Saint of
the Week
Saint Wolfgang of Ratisbon
(now Regensburg) was born
around 934 in Swabia, Ger‐
many. The son of a wealthy
family, hewas tutored in the
home before he studied at
theMonastery of Reichenau
and Wurtzburg. In 956 he
elected to go to Trier with
his friend, Henry, who was
appointed archbishop
there. Wolfgang served as a
teacher in the cathedral

school at Trier.
After his friend’s death, he
became a Benedictine
monk joining a monastery
in Augsburg. There he led
the school which flourished
under his hand and was or‐
dained in 968. In 972 he was
sent to be a missionary to
the pagan Magyar tribes
(Hungarian clans). The
Christmas of 972 he was ap‐
pointed Bishop of Regens‐
burg, near Munich, by Em‐
peror Otto II, the post he
would hold until his death.
The new Bishop continued
to wear his Benedictine

habit and held to the auster‐
ities of monastic life. He
preached and worked at re‐
form and took such care of
the poor he was called “the
Great Almoner.” The saint
also tutored the future Holy
Roman Emperor, St. Henry II.
Saint Wolfgang died in 994
while traveling Austria, in
the town of Puppingen near
Linz. He was canonised in
1052.

First Reading:
But you have mercy on all,
because you can do all
things. For you love all
things that are and loathe
nothing that you have
made. (Wis 11:23-24)

Psalm:
I will bless your name for
ever, O God my King. (Ps
144)

Second Reading:
We always pray for you, that
the name of Jesus may be
glorified in you, and you in
him, in accord with the
grace of our God and Lord
Jesus Christ. (2 Thes 1:11-12)

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessings on the King who
comes, in the name of the
Lord! Peace in heaven and
glory in the highest heav‐
ens! Alleluia!

Gospel:
“Today salvation has come
to this house. For the Son of
Man has come to seek and
to save what was lost.” (Lk
19:9-10)
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BankDetails &Offerings
So few of us carry cash any
more, so do you want to
make your offering by direct
debit? Please use the refer‐
ence ‘Offering’ so we know
where to account for it. Our
bank details are:
Name: DHN Sunderland Our
Lady of Mercy
Sort Code: 40-34-18
Acc No: 84456955

CAFOD Family
Fast Day
Many thanks to
everyone who
contributed to
CAFOD following
Family Fast Day on

7th October. We
raised £600 for our
sisters and
brothers,mainly in
East Africa, where
a severe drought is
causing a dreadful
famine. This money
has been sent to
CAFOD. Please
continue to support
CAFOD through
the collection
boxes.

Calling Artists,
Craftspeople and
Creatives
Every year we put up a
Nativity Scene in our

churches, would you like to
help do something really
spectacular for Christmas
this year?
We’re inviting anyone

with an artistic or creative
bent, or anyone who wants
to try something new to
come along to a meeting to
explore howwe can prepare
our nativity scenes in St
Mary’s and St Cecilia’s this
year.

If youwant to help out in
St Cecilia’s we’ll meet in the
Church after the 6pm Mass
on Saturday, 5 November;
for St Mary’s we’ll meet after
Mass in the Church after the
10.30 Mass on Sunday, 6
November.

November Lists for the
Dead
Envelopes are available at
the back of the church for
offerings and lists for the
dead. Pleaseput them in the
basket in front of the altar.

Christmas Stars
In addition to the usual lists

Announcements
At the beginning of Septem‐
ber I spent a few hours in
Jericho. At the main cross‐
roads of this ancient city,
there is a very large and very
old sycamore tree. Legend
has it that it was the tree
from today’s gospel.
Of course, there is noway

to know for sure. The tree is
certainly very old and it is on
the right spot where Jesus
would have passed on his
way up to Jerusalem, but
likemany other things in life
we can’t be certain.

Some things just have to
be taken on faith; other
things, however, we can be

more certain about: like
when we open our lives to
Jesus he always accepts the
invitation.

For Jesus, Zaccheus’
simple desire to know more
about him was enough. Je‐
sus did the rest.
The same applies for us.

Out simple desire to be holy,
to know him more, to grow
closer to him is more than
enough for him. When we
offer what we have, simple
and imperfect as
it may be, Je‐
sus does all
the rest.

Flock Notesfor the dead, please pick up
a star from the back of the
church and write the names
of your deceased loved ones
on it. Put them in the basket
in front of the altar and we’ll
use them to decorate the
Christmas Trees we put up
on the sanctuary this Christ‐
mas.


