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At sixty years of age, Maria
and Paul had a beautiful life.
High school sweethearts,
they had four children, five
grandchildren, a successful
business, good friends and a
fabulous beach house. They
felt very blessed. Their strong
faith in God saw them
through some difficult chal-
lenges.Without warning, Paul
died suddenly. Maria was
devastated. Why did God do
this? Why did God allow this
to happen? An indescribable
depth of sadness weighed
heavily upon her heart. She
felt betrayed by the God she
thought was looking out for
her. She was overwhelmed by
despair. Have you ever experi-
enced such incredible and
deafening sadness? Where is
God in all of the pain?

We often want God to fix
things or intervene and
change nature’s course.When
He doesn’t act as we desire, it
shakes our faith. We do not al-
ways understand or appreci-
ate why things happen as
they do. There is much that is
beyond our control. John the
Baptist prepared the way for
Jesus and Jesus is the way to

God.There is something more
going on in life than what we
can see with human eyes. We
are on a sacred path, and God
is with us. God is with us in
our confusion, suffering,
doubts, and intense sadness.
Jesus announced God’s vision
for humanity and taught
people to see God and them-
selves for who they are. There
is a way through and beyond
all hardship and suffering.
God does not abandon us.

God has a clear vision for
the future, both for us indi-
vidually and for ourworld. It is
a vision of harmony and gen-
tleness where all will live as
one and the “wolf shall be a
guest of the lamb.”God is not
indifferent. He is the God of
“endurance and encourage-
ment.” In God, we see what
we may be, what may come
and who we can become.
When Maria opened herself to
God’s creative presence, she
learned to trust. She began to
realise that she could endure
more than she had imagined.
She also discovered a spark of
encouragement, bringing her
through the sadness towhere
she could be. In retrospect,

Maria knew that God’s reas-
suring presence was with her.

Prepare the
way of the Lord!

We sometimes hear it said
that we must fight fire with
fire. In the practical world,
firefighters often set backfires
or controlled fires to contain a
forest fire by depriving it of
fuel. In a metaphoric sense,
this phrase means to respond
in like kind, to use the same
weapons to attack another

who is attacking us. In both
cases fire is used in a destruct-
ive sensewith the hope that it
produces a happy outcome.
Fire-really and metaphorical-
ly-is filled with contradictions.
Fire can destroy; fire can
purify. Fire can burn; fire can
warm. Fire can blind; fire can
light. Fire can consume; fire

can melt. Fire is a powerful
image. In this gospel fire is
used in two ways: fire can
destroy; fire can bring Life.

John the Baptist prepared
“theway of the Lord”by calling
the people to repentance so
they would not be “thrown
into the fire” of “the coming
wrath.” John announced im-
pending judgment and
offered a baptism of repent-
ance. John also announced
One to come who would en-
act that judgment andbring a
baptism in the Holy Spirit and
fire. The fire of judgment will
destroy those who are fruit-
less; the fire of the Spirit will
help the faithful bear good
fruit. Advent is, in the end,
about jumping into the fire.
This is our time to embrace
our baptism, to allow the
Holy Spirit to set us afire anew
for living the Gospel.

John baptised with water;
followers of Jesus are bap-
tised with“the Holy Spirit and
fire.”The imageof fire reminds
us that we are purified and
made holy by our baptism;
we receive the Holy Spirit and
God’s Life is within us. This is
what empowers us to bear
fruit. All we need to do is say
yes to God’s will and be faith-
ful to our baptismal call. We
also remember that baptism
plunges us into the mystery
of Christ’s dying and rising.
Conforming ourselves to
Christ, we take on our own
challenges to die to self for
the sake of others.

Advent is a time to re-
kindle the urgency about liv-
ing our baptismal commit-
ment, about following Christ
faithfully, about producing

good fruit. In the midst of the
busyness of our Christmas
preparations, we are called to
take a few minutes of prayer
each day to welcome Christ’s
Presence; to recognise the
Christ in the other who is less
fortunate than we are; to
greet Christ our Light in the
myriads of lights we use to
decorate our homes. Let us be
on fire with the wonder of
this season, prepare to celeb-
rate Christ’s incarnated Pres-
ence among us, open
ourselves to the purifying and
enkindling Presence of the
Holy Spirit within and among
us. This is that to which our
baptism calls us.

This is a time of the year
when many opportunities to
think of others arise. The red
kettle and bell ringing remind
us that others are less fortu-
nate than we and need our
help. At the same time, we
cannot forget to be mindful
of those with whom we live,
work, and play, especially at a
time when busyness might
cause us to be tired and short-
tempered and when getting
our own things taken care of
might cause us to be so short-
sighted that we do not see
the need of those so close to
us. This is a time when we
may have plenty of oppor-
tunities to repent for being
too distracted or too busy or
too intent on getting some-
thing finished. It is also a time
to be on fire with the love and
care we have for family and
friends. Advent is, in the end,
about jumping into the fire.

Living the Paschal Mystery

The God in whom we believe
is “the God of endurance and
encouragement.” Have you
ever thought about God in
those terms? Our sight can
become limited by the con-
cerns of the world and our in-
dividual lives. We can look to
the past and see what is hap-
pening in the present, but the
future is primarily left to our
imaginations. God has a clear
vision for the future. It is one
where the “wolf shall be a
guest of the lamb and the leo-
pard shall lie down with the
kid.” It is a vision of harmony

and gentleness where all will
live as one. We can see the
complete picture of life in
God. We see what we may be,
what may come, and who we
can become. Preparing the
way for the Lord means mov-
ing beyond the limitations of
ideology, time, space, prefer-
ence, and self-focused con-
cern so that we can see as
God sees. God will give us
what we need to endure
whatever comes, and the en-
couragement we need to get
where we can be.

Live the Liturgy

Howmuch is enough?

I’ve got some great news for
some of you: Jesus Christ
doesn’t care what name you
bear. He doesn’t care where
you were born, and he
doesn’t care what your family
tree looks like. Hedoesn’t care
where you grew up or where
you went to school.

I’ve also got some bad
news for some of you: See
above.

It’s so easy to take our sal-
vation for granted. The mercy
of God makes it so. Look at

John the Baptist — he was
pouring water on everybody
who wanted it. Everybody
but one group: those who ex-
pected it. Those who thought
it was a given because of who
they were, because of what
they were. Those who had no
intentionof doing thework of
repentance.

Sometimes, because God
is so faithful, we make the
mistake of forgetting that He
is also just.

I am baptised, we think. I
made my First Communion,
and I was Confirmed. That’s

enough.
I went to Catholic school. I

know all the Ten Command-
ments and I can tell you any-
thing you want to know
about the Popes. That’s
enough.

I’m on parish council. I put
money in the basket, and I vo-
lunteer. That’s enough.

None of it is enough. It
would never be enough. And
before we look upon the
Pharisees and Sadducees
with too much judgment, we
need to remember: the work
of repentance is ongoing. It is
a process that we must com-
mit to within ourselves, con-
tinuously.

God is the missing ele-
ment to this equation. He is
the onewho raises children to
Abraham from the stones. If
we rely only on our own abil-
ities, our own merits, our own
offerings, it will never be
enough.

— Tracy EarlWelliver, MTS

Everyday Stewardship

For six years I lived with a
priest from Iraq. His hospital-
ity was amazing. Every single
morning, he would greet me
with gracious words and a
friendly tone. “Father, good
morning! It’s good to see you,
my friend!”He never stopped
doing it, even though we
lived in the same house for

years. It was remarkable, and
I never forgot it.

It’s not easy to welcome
those we live with, is it? Fa-
miliarity, grudges, resent-
ments, fatigue, and distrac-
tions gunk up our daily inter-
actions. Saint Paul says in Ro-
mans 15:7, “Welcome one an-
other, therefore, just as Christ

has welcomed you, for the
glory of God.” How has Christ
welcomed us? With mercy,
tenderness, joy, and above all,
love … not because we de-
serve it, but “for the glory of
God.”

New year challenge: This
morning, how did you greet
the first three persons you en-
countered? If you’re like me, it
was a bit routine, token, and

love-less. I invite you this
week to increase the love
with which you greet people
— especially if you see them
every day. Instead of saying,

“Hey” try “Good morning,
beautiful.” Instead of “Hi” try

“It’s really good to see you,
how are you?” and so on.
Above all, greet them with
love. That’s how the Lord wel-
comes us.

Gospel Reflection



Bernadette, Jean Maureen,
Christopher, Paula, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa, Cath, the
sick sisters at Oaklea, David,

Marion, Dave, Neil, Paul, Andrew, Jacob, Stella, David, Alisa,
Susan, Mary, Jack, Richard, Margaret, Moira, Gerry, Nick, Maur-
een, Stella, Rose, Keith, Kelly, Kitty andTerry

Let us know if youwould like a name added to the list.

The Holy Souls.

Question: Why do Catholics
make the sign of the cross?

Answer:The sign of the cross is
a devotional practice that
dates back to the first
Apostles. When making the
sign of the cross, we remem-
ber Jesus Christ who died for
us and also bear witness to
the fact that we belong to
him and are called to share
the Good News to all the
world. At our Baptism, we
were signed with a cross and

marked for Christ. That mark
remains onus throughout the
entirety of our lives. We re-
mind ourselves of that mark
every time we make the same
gesture over our bodies. We
also remind ourselves that to
be a Christian means we are
to “put on Christ” and be
Christ for a world that needs
to know him. In a way, this de-
votional gesture covers us

with Christ so that others may
see him in us.

Catholics are not the only
ones who make the sign of
the cross. Orthodox,
Lutheran, and Anglicans are
examples of other Christians
who maintain this same an-
cient tradition.

Why do we do that?

First Reading: About two hun-
dred years after the death of
King David, the prophet
Isaiah in around 760 BC
prophesied the arrival of a
new and ideal ‘King David’
that would bring about peace

among people and animals.
How can any of us today help
make this promised future a
reality?

Second Reading: Paul taught
the Roman Christians that be-

ing a welcoming and unified
community of Jewish and
Gentile believerswas oneway
to glorify God. Do you think
your group of friends are wel-
coming to others?

Gospel: John the Baptist
taught the people that re-

penting of sins and produ-
cing“good fruit”was essential
for preparing for the kingdom
of heaven. What good works
are you doing for your family
and friends as we continue
through the season of Ad-
vent?

Questions for theWeek

Saint of
theWeek
Saint Ambrosewas born to an
aristocratic Roman Christian
family in 339 in what is now
Trier, Germany. One popular
legend tells of a swarm of
bees alighting on the infant
Ambrose’s face and leaving
behind a drop of honey
which his father took as a sign
that Ambrose would be an
eloquent speaker with a ‘hon-
eyed tongue.’

Ambrose was educated in
lawand rhetoric in Rome. Like
his father, he went into public
service and was made gov-
ernor of Ligruaia and Emilia

about 373. In the second year
of his governorship, he went
to moderate the election of
the bishop of Milan because
the heretical Arians were
challenging the succession.
Unbaptized and untrained in
theology, Ambrosewas called
by popular acclamation to be
bishop.Thoughhe attempted
to flee, he was found and
within a week he was bap-
tized, ordained, and consec-
rated bishop on December 7,
374.

As bishop Ambrose stud-
ied scripture and the writings
of Church fathers, he gave his
property and wealth to the
poor, and became an impact-
ful orator, hymn writer, and
renowned teacher. He highly

praised consecrated virginity,
likely influenced by his sister
who took the veil. A contem-
porary with St. Martin of
Tours, he also defended the
faith against the Arian heresy
(which questioned Christ’s di-
vinity), and against the state.
Ambrose required Emperor
Theodosius do public pen-
ance after the massacre of
Thessalonica. His classic edu-
cation contributed to his writ-
ing and sermons which at-
tracted and converted Saint
Augustine of Hippo who Saint
Ambrose baptized.

Saint Ambrose is one of
four original doctors of the
Church. He died in 397 in
Milan, Italy. His remains can
be seen today at the Basilica

di Sant’Ambrogio, where he
lays with Saint Gervasus and
Saint Protasus.

First Reading:
Not by appearance shall he
judge, nor by hearsay shall
he decide, but he shall judge
the poor with justice, and de-
cide aright for the land's
afflicted. (Is 11:3-4)

Psalm:
In his days justice shall flour-
ish, and peace till the moon
fails (Ps 71)

SecondReading:
Welcome one another, then,
as Christ welcomed you, for
the glory of God. (Rom 15:7)

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight, and
all mankind shall see the sal-
vation of God. Alleluia!

Gospel:
John the Baptist appeared,
preaching in the desert of
Judea and saying, “Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand!” (Mt 3:1-2)
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If you could choose oneof the
saints to have a drink in the
pub with, who would it be?

I think St Peter would be
great fun, but then I wouldn’t
mind an evening with St
Joseph, learning about Jesus’
hidden years. As much as I
like St Paul, he’s probably too
serious for a good night out.
Someone who definitely
wouldn’t be my first choice is
John the Baptist. I mean, can
you imagine going into the
pup with someone dressed
like that! What would people
think? All he seems to talk
about is repentance, and who
wants to spend an evening
doing that? Anyway, why
does he talk about it so
much?

I think the answer lies in
understanding what repent-
ance is, and to do that we
need to look at John’s other
message, taken from Isaiah’s
prophecy: ‘prepare the way of
the Lord.’

We can all be pretty good

at putting up road blocks in
our lives, especially when it
comes to our relationship
with God. Sinful habits, unfor-
given slights, laziness: all
these act as road bocks, get-
ting in the way of us and
God’s grace. The biggest road
block, however, is a refusal to
admit we need a saviour, that
we have any need for Jesus at
all. Jesus can’t come to us un-
less we freely choose to let
him in.

Repentance is humbly ad-
mitting the truth: there are
problems in our lives, of our
own making, that are beyond
our power to resolve. In other
words, sin. As soon as we do
that we clear the way for Je-
sus to come and save us.

An evening with John the
Baptistmight not be themost
fun evening, but it might be
just what we need
to make way
for Jesus this
Advent.

Flock Notes

4 SECOND SUNDAY OF
ADVENT (A)

5 Monday

6 Tuesday
Saint Nicholas, Bishop

7 Wednesday
Saint Ambrose, Bishop, Doctor

8 THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION OF THE
BLESSEDVIRGIN
MARY

9 Friday
Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin

10 Saturday

11 THIRD SUNDAY OF
ADVENT (A)

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9:00 MASS Convent Ints of Clare Barrett
10.30 MASS St Mary’s Jean Rowe
5.00 MASS St Mary’s People of the Parish

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9.00 Arise Mercy Chapel
12.05 MASS St Mary’s Holy Souls
12.45 Chaplet of Divine Mercy St Mary’s
17.15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel
6.30 Catholicism St Mary’s Catholic Centre

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
12.05 MASS St Mary’s Noel Balnig (RIP)
1.00 Over 60s St Mary’s Catholic Centre
4.30 Chaplaincy Tuesdays Upper Room

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
12.05 MASS St Mary’s Denise Conn (RIP)
5.15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel
6.30 RCIA Upper Room

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
10.00 Open House St Mary’s Catholic Centre
10.15 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10.30 MASS St Cecilia’s Colin Stones (RIP)
12.05 MASS St Mary’s Violet Gibson (RIP)
5.00 Restore Mercy Chapel

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
12.05 MASS St Mary’s Holy Souls
12.45 Holy Rosary St Mary’s
5.15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel
7.00 Taizé Prayer Vigil St Cecilia’s

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
10.30 Confessions St Mary’s
11.00 MASS St Mary’s Ints ofTony Daley
11.45 Confessions St Mary’s
6.00 VIGIL MASS St Cecilia’s JohnWhelan (RIP)

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9:00 MASS Convent James & NoraWard (RIP)
10.30 MASS St Mary’s People of the Parish
3.00 Parish Carol Service St Mary’s
5.00 MASS St Mary’s Margaret Norman (RIP)

Taizé Prayer Vigil
The university chaplaincy is
leading a night ofTaizé prayer
this Friday at 7pm in St
Cecilia’s. This is the perfect
way to mark the start of Ad-
vent. The church will be open
late into the night for adora-
tion, worship and prayer.

Bambinelli Sunday 2022
Next weekend don’t forget to
come to Mass with the Jesus
figurines from your nativity
sets for the Bambinelli bless-
ing. After the blessing you
wrap up the figurine, put it
under the tree and open it on
Christmas morning.

Parish Carol Service
Next Sunday afternoon at
3pm we’re holing our parish
carol service. There’ll be read-
ings from scripture, your fa-
vourite carols and activities
for children. Afterwards, we’ll
have mince pies in the hall.
This is theperfectway tomark
the half-way point of Advent
and get into the spirit of
Christmas!

Gift Aid
Thanks to the generosity of
our 77 GiftAid parishioners
who gave £34,270 last finan-
cial year, we were able to
claim from HMRC £8,567.52.
There are letters at the back of
the church from the diocese

for all GiftAiders detailing
your contributions.

GiftAid is free money for
the parish! All you have to do
is be a taxpayer and register
with the parish. We can then
claim back 20% extra on top
of your offering, at no cost to
yourself. There are forms at
theback of the church to fill in
and return. Make your contri-
butions to the parish go even
further in 2023!

Announcements


