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An entire town is wiped out
by fire, a tornado rips through
several neighbourhoods, a
bomb claims a maternity hos-
pital and a sudden heart at-
tack takes the life of a soul
mate. Life is unpredictable
and dramatic. Many buy into
the sad illusion that the secur-
ities and familiarities we see
around us today will remain
forever: our homes, our
friends, our spouses, our
churches, and even our
health. We are stunned and
shaken by a sudden change,
finding ourselves bewildered,
mortified, and even em-
bittered. We do not like
change, especially change
driven by sources beyond our
control. Are there any guaran-
tees in life? We often live as if
our lives come with lifetime
warranties. When they break,
they can be fixed or replaced.
Such is not the case. Many
things are irreplaceable and
unable to be fixed. During
life’s inevitable chaos, God
says: “Do not be afraid.” Seri-
ously? How can one not be
afraid when things are falling
apart?

Fear is normal and it has a
purpose. It is unrealistic, and
somewhat unhealthy, to

strive to live without any fear.
Fear teaches us lessons and
can be a catalyst to discover-
ing more profound things.
What we do with fear and
how we understand it is crit-
ical. Fear can either cripple us
ormoveus forward. Goddoes
not want fear to cripple us. If
we look around at all that can
change in our lives and con-
sider what we might have to
do, we can easily wallow in
the mire of self-misery. Or we
can step up to the challenge,
as Mary did, and do what
needs doing! We can stand
tall, as did Joseph, and do the
right and just thing! What
gives us this courage? Faith.

God is with us. This is the
focus of our Advent prepara-
tions. We need to be re-
minded thatwe are not in this
alone. God not only made us
and loves us, but God keeps
us! In the person of Jesus
Christ, God is the sign we
need to persevere! Do not be
afraid and do not be unbe-
lieving! Hold fast to what God
has done in giving us His only
begotten Son. We do not
have to anxiously attempt to
control life’s unpredictability.
God has blessed us with the
birth of His Son. Trust that He

is with us and will not aban-
don us, even in death.

Joseph did as the
angel had told him

Sometimes when things are
not as they appear to be, we
make very wrong judgments.
For example, we might peer
out the window on a sky-
blue, sunny winter day and
judge it is warm enough to
wear a lighter jacket, only to
go outside and find it is freez-
ing cold. Or, in a more serious

vein, we might notice a
coworker away from his or
her desk for a long time and
judge the coworker for taking
too long a coffee break, when
in fact the individual has left
work to tend to an elderly
parent who has fallen and
broken a hip.

In this gospel, the state of

affairs is not what it appears
to be, either. Mary is not un-
faithful, but faithful. Mary is
with child, but a virgin. The in-
fant is not only an earthly
child, but also a heavenly
One. Yet the infant is not
heaven-bound, but an earth-
bound Emmanuel. Joseph is
not the father, but in a father’s
role names the Child Jesus.
When the Spirit of God is at
work, and we cooperate as
did Mary and Joseph, some-
thing altogether new hap-
pens: mystery abounds, “God
is with us.” Mystery curbs our
judgments and opens us to
the workings of the Holy
Spirit all around us. Twice the
gospel emphasises that these
events happened “through
the Holy Spirit.” The incarna-
tion and redemption are
wholly God’s work, not our
own. We are called to cooper-
ate with God’s plan. If we
judge too quickly, especially
based on merely what ap-
pears to be, we may easily
miss God’s call to participate
in such great events.

If God chose such people
as Joseph and Mary to co-
operate in the divine plan of
salvation, is it not reasonable
to think that Son’s continued
Presence in the world is
brought about by us? Paul as-
sures us of this very thing
whenhewrites in the letter to
the Romans that “we have re-
ceived the grace of apostle-
ship, to bring about the obed-
ience of faith” and we “are
called to belong to Jesus
Christ.” God’s choice to co-
operate with humanity in
bringing about salvation is
not limited to Mary and

Joseph, but continues in our
own hearing God’s word and
obedience toGod’swill, in our
own cooperating in that
same “Spirit of holiness.”
Through us, something alto-
gether new can happen!

Two names are given to
the One incarnated in Mary’s
womb: Jesus, meaning “God
saves the people from their
sins,” and Emmanuel, mean-
ing “God is with us.” Simply
put, the names reveal that the
very Presence of God among
us is a saving Presence. Fur-
ther, if we are to be that in-
carnated Presence in our
world today, then our lives
must be characterised by the
sameholiness as is of the very
essence of God, enabled by
the“Spirit of holiness.”

To be holy as God is holy
requires of us a self-emptying
not unlike that of Mary and
Joseph. Without understand-
ing everything about God’s
saving plan, they cooperated
fully and something alto-
gether new happened. The
Son of God took flesh in the
womb of Mary because she
cooperated with the grace of
the Holy Spirit that overshad-
owed her. We, too, are called
to cooperate with the grace
of that same Spirit who over-
shadows us in our daily living.
When we hold back an un-
founded or unkind judgment,
we a.re cooperating with the
Holy Spirit. When we are
obedient to God’s will, we are
cooperating with the grace of
the Holy Spirit. Through us,
something altogether new
can happen, too.

Living the Paschal Mystery

“God is with us.”This is the one
constant in the unpredictabil-
ity of life. The particulars of
our lives can change, not only
instantly but dramatically.
People experiencing a time of
peace can easily find them-
selves at war. Times of
prosperity can rapidly be-
come times of want. Our vis-
ion for the future can be des-
troyed, and our securities
placed in jeopardy. These fi-
nal days of Advent allow us to
make final preparations. The
true safety and security we
seek can only come from God.

The rest, harmony, and peace-
fulness we desire are found in
God alone. How do we know
this to be true? God Himself
gave us a sign: Emmanuel,
God with us. Do not be afraid,
and do not be unbelieving.
Hold fast to what God has
done in giving us His only be-
gotten Son. We do not have
to anxiously attempt to con-
trol life’s unpredictability. All
we need to do is make sure
that our hearts are in the
proper place and seeking the
right things!

Live the Liturgy

St Joseph the Steward

St. Joseph is one of the
greatest examples of stew-
ardship we have in the Gos-
pels. Here is a man who un-
derstands care and reverence
for the property of God, a
man chosen to be steward
over the very life and breath
of God’s Son and Spouse.

Joseph was mindful. He
recognized what belonged to
God. When he understood
that Mary was to be the
mother of God, he was not

jealous or bitter. He did not
presume to claim ownership
over her.

Joseph was prayerful. He
accepted the opportunity to
be in relationship with God,
even if it was in a radical and
unexpected way. How many
of us would trust a crazy
dream we have where an an-
gel tells us our fiancée is car-
rying the Son of God? Well,
those of us who are already
profoundly connected to God
through prayer. Joseph was
open to receiving God, and so

he was open to the truth in a
way many of us would not
have been.

Joseph was gracious. Even
before he had full under-
standing of the situation, he
was unwilling to exposeMary
to shame. He did not give
himself over to feelings of be-
trayal.

Joseph was committed.
He persevered. The Lord had
no shortage of strange and
even dangerous-sounding
tasks for Joseph, but he sub-
mitted to each one.

Joseph was accountable.
When he awoke from his
dream,“he did as the angel of
the Lord had commanded
him, and took his wife into his
home.”

Joseph was a man entrus-
ted with many gifts, and he
gave of them wisely. Let us
pray that we have the grace
to follow in his example.

— Tracy EarlWelliver, MTS

Everyday Stewardship

A seminary professor of mine
once said, “Don’t confuse en-
thusiasm for a virtue with the
virtue itself.” How easy it’s
been in my life as a priest to
talk about the greatest of vir-
tues— love—and totally fail
to live up to its concrete de-
mands!

Fortunately, our religion is

not mainly about ideas or vir-
tues but about persons. The
angel of the Lord says to
Joseph, “Do not be afraid to
takeMary as yourwife, for the
child conceived in her is from
the Holy Spirit” (Mt.1:20). We
don’t know exactly why
Joseph was scared to receive
Mary and therefore Jesus. We

do know the solution: take
Mary home. It’s so concrete.
Look at her. Listen to her. Talk
to her. Protect her. Help her.
Laugh with her. Eat with her.
Rest with her. Christianity be-
gins here for Joseph, so it
must with us, too.
New year challenge: This

week I challenge you to
choose a concrete way to
“take Mary into your home.”

Praying a weekly or daily Ros-
ary is a proven way. Perhaps
for you it’s making a little
shrine with a statue or image.
Maybe it’s praying a weekly
Litany of Our Lady on Sat-
urday night. Whatever it is,
make sure it is a concrete ac-
tion and do it. She will be
there. Soon her virtues will
follow, especially love.

—Father JohnMuir

Gospel Reflection



Bernadette, Jean Maureen,
Christopher, Paula, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa, Cath, the
sick sisters at Oaklea, David,

Marion, Dave, Neil, Paul, Andrew, Jacob, Stella, David, Alisa,
Susan, Mary, Jack, Richard, Margaret, Moira, Gerry, Nick, Maur-
een, Stella, Rose, Keith, Kelly, Kitty andTerry

Let us know if youwould like a name added to the list.

The Holy Souls.

Question: What is the His-
panic Advent custom of “Las
Posadas”?
Answer: “Posada” is the Span-
ish word for inn or lodging.
“Las Posadas” refers to a tradi-

tional Advent custom in pre-
paration for the birth of Jesus,
beginning on December 16.
For nine successive evenings,
groups reenact the search of
Mary and Joseph for shelter in
Bethlehem.

Two children dress asMary
and Joseph, sometimes with
Mary riding on an actual don-
key. They are usually accom-
panied by children dressed as
angels and shepherds along
with the Wise Men. Adults ac-
company them as they pro-
cess to designated homes

where they sing Christmas
songs and request lodging.
Part of the group enters the
home and becomes the
chorus that responds to the
request for lodging. In the be-
ginning the request is re-
buffed. They move to several
more homes where the ritual
is repeated. Eventually, at the
last home, their need is recog-
nised, and they all enter the
home where a party ensues.
This is repeated in different
neighbourhoods and homes
each of the nine days.

While this custom teaches
children an important aspect
of the Christmas story, it also
emphasises the need for hos-
pitality to strangers and the
continual need we all have to
make room for Jesus in our
“posada.” As we struggle to ar-
rive at a fair and just immigra-
tion policy, it would be good
to recall the fact that Mary,
Joseph, and Jesus were also
immigrants looking for a hos-
pitable place to dwell.

Why do we do that?

First Reading: Isiah proph-
ecies to King Ahaz of Judah
the coming birth of Em-
manuel, meaning “with us is
God.”When do you feel God’s
presence in your life?

Second Reading: Written
about twenty years after the
death and resurrection of Je-
sus, Paul’s opening words in
his Letter to the Romans
provides one of the earliest
testimonies to the divinity of

Jesus Christ. And now as be-
lievers, Paul tells us we are
“called to be holy.” How has
this season of Advent help
you develop holiness?

Gospel: In recounting the
birth of Jesus, Matthew fo-
cuses on how Joseph came to

terms with this miraculous
event. Can you name a time
when you had to discern how
God is working in your life?

Questions for theWeek

Saint of
theWeek
Saint John, sometimes called
John Cantius, was born in the
Polish town of Kanty in 1390.
Not much is recorded about
his early life, however, he was
a bright young man who did
well in his studies at the uni-
versity in Krakow. He earned
his doctorate in philosophy
and went on to be ordained
and earn a doctorate in theo-
logy as well.

He began teaching at the

university immediately fol-
lowing the conferring of his
doctorate in philosophy. Un-
fortunately, his popularity
worked against him, and he
was dismissed from his post
on false charges. Saint John
was reassigned to a post as a
parish priest in the town of
Olkusz, Bohemia. His parish-
ioners did not receive him
with open arms, and he was
unsettled in his new position.
But John did not give up, his
honest care for the people of
his parish eventually en-
deared him to them.

After a time, hewas invited

back to the university and he
returned to teaching, filling
leadership roles in the philo-
sophy and theological areas
until the end of his long life.
Saint John deeply cared for
the poor, giving everything
but only what he needed to
survive away. He lived an aes-
thetic life but was such an en-
gaging man that he often
dined with nobility.
Saint John of Kanty died on
December 24, 1473. He was
canonised in 1767, by Pope
Clement XIII.

First Reading:
Therefore the Lord himself
will give you this sign: the vir-
gin shall conceive, and bear a
son, and shall name him Em-
manuel. (Is 7:3-4)

Psalm:
Let the Lord enter! He is the
king of glory. (Ps 23)

SecondReading:
The gospel about his Son,
descended from David ac-
cording to the flesh, but es-
tablished as Son of God in
power. (Rom 1:15)

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
The virgin will conceive and
give birth to a son and they
will call him Emmanuel, a
name which means ‘God-is-
with-us’. Alleluia!

Gospel:
“Joseph, son of David, do not
be afraid to take Mary your
wife into your home. For it is
through the Holy Spirit that
this child has been conceived
in her.” (Mt 1:20)
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There’s a old joke that goes:
How do you make God
laugh? You tell him your
plans!

Sometimes, though we’re
less than amused when God
intervenes in our lives and
changes everything we had
planned. I can’t imagine
Joseph was smiling much—
at least not initially—when
he learned that his plans for a
normal, quiet, family life with
his new bride were not going
to turn out the way he expec-
ted. Being told you’re going
to be the foster father to the
Son of God and that yourwife
to be is already pregnant by
the Holy Spirit is an awful lot
of anyone to have to digest.
And yet, that is what St
Joseph did. Whatever his
doubts and reservations—
and he must have had
plenty—he took God at his
word and welcomed Mary
and Jesus into his home.

Sometimes God seems to
ask us the impossible and

were tempted to respond
with incredulity. For example,
when we’re asked to forgive
someone who’s really deeply
offended us or when we re-
ceive a frightening diagnosis
and God tells us to trust, or
when someone we love dies
and God tells us to believe
this isn’t the end.

At such times, we’d dowell
to remember what Gabriel
said to Mary at her annunci-
ation: ‘For God all things are
possible.’ In other words, for
God there’s no such thing as
impossible.

God’s plans are not always
the same as our plans—and
that’s not necessarily a bad
thing.When he does ask us to
change in some way, and do
the seemingly impossible, we
might struggle but Joseph is
a good friend who encour-
ages us to trust
and give up
our plans in
favour of
God’s.

Flock Notes

18 FOURTH SUNDAY OF
ADVENT (A)

19 Monday

20 Tuesday

21 Wednesday
Saint Peter Canisius, Priest, Doctor

22 Thursday

23 Friday
Saint John of Kęty, Priest

24 Saturday

CHRISTMASTIDE BEGINS

25 THE NATIVITY OF THE
LORD

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9:00 MASS Convent Dec’d ofWard & Garvey Families
10.30 MASS St Mary’s James & Julia Maddison (RIP)
5.00 MASS St Mary’s People of the Parish

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9.00 Arise Mercy Chapel
12.05 MASS St Mary’s Flor Millanes (RIP)
12.45 Chaplet of DivineMercy St Mary’s
5.15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel
6.30 Catholicism St Mary’s Catholic Centre

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
10.00 Nativity Play St Mary’s Church
12.05 MASS St Mary’s Pauline Kelly (RIP)
1.00 Over 60s St Mary’s Catholic Centre
1.00 THREE DAYS OFMERCY Confessions until 7 pm
4.30 Chaplaincy Tuesdays Upper Room

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
12.05 MASS St Mary’s Mary Leslie (RIP)
1.00 THREE DAYS OFMERCY Confessions until 7 pm
5.15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
10.00 Open House St Mary’s Catholic Centre
10.15 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10.30 MASS St Cecilia’s Tom Simmons & Janice Connaughton (RIP)
12.05 MASS St Mary’s David Emmerson (RIP)
1.00 THREE DAYS OFMERCY Confessions until 7pm
5.00 Restore Mercy Chapel

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
12.05 MASS St Mary’s Sylvia Fenwick (RIP)
12.45 Holy Rosary St Mary’s
5.15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
10.30 Confessions St Mary’s
11.00 MASS St Mary’s Jessy James (RIP)
11.45 Confessions St Mary’s

7.00 MASS St Cecilia’s Mary, Bobby & Carol Dixon (RIP)
7.00 MASS St Mary’s People of the Parish

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9:00 MASS Convent Ints of Sr Mary Baptist
10.30 MASS St Mary’s St Joseph’s Parish, Panyangara

ThreeDays ofMercy
Prepare yourself for the com-
ing of Christmas by celebrat-
ing the sacrament of recon-
ciliation. If you’ve been away
from this sacrament for a
while, this invitation is espe-
cially for you. Jesus wants you
to experience his love and
mercy first hand!

On Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday of this week a
priest will be in the Mercy
Chapel every hour, on the
hour from 1 pm to 7 pm. He’ll
stay there for as long as there
are people for confession and
then comeback at the start of
the next hour.

Don’t worry if you’ve for-

gotten the words or can’t re-
member the Act of Contrition.
Don’t feel ashamed or embar-
rassed, don’t think ‘what will
the priest think of me if I say
what I did?’Don’t let anything
come between you and Jesus’
love for you this Christmas!

BishopRobert Byrne
Wewere sad to hear this week
that Bishop Robert Byrne has
resigned as Bishop of Hex-
ham & Newcastle.We remem-
ber his visit for the 40Hours in
July 2021 and his visit for Con-
firmation in February 2022.
Bishop Robert took a keen in-
terest in everything happen-
ing at Our Lady of Mercy.

We thank him for his min-
istry as our Bishop and wish
him will in his retirement and
pray that God will bless him
with health and happiness.

We also pray for Arch-
bishop Malcolm McMahon
who is the Apostolic Adminis-
trator of the Diocese until a
new bishop is chosen.

Parish Boundaries
The diocese has sent notifica-
tion of the new parish bound-
aries. There is a map at the
back of the church so you can
see the boundaries. The map
now shows that the former
parishes of St Mary’s, St
Cecilia’s and St Patrick’s are
now Our Lady of Mercy Par-
ish.

Announcements


