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Father JohnMuir

John is pointing to a baptism
greater than his and to a per-
son greater than him. Jesus
asks John to baptise him in
order to “fulfil all righteous-
ness” and thus show forth his
continuity with the tradition
in which John stands. But
more happens. When the
heavens open, the Spirit des-
cends and Jesus is an-
nounced as the “beloved
one”, a new tradition is born,
and humanity’s relationship
with God is changed forever.

In the first reading, Isaiah
speaks of a servant in whom

God is pleased, upon whom
God’s spirit rests, through
whomGod’s work of justice is
brought to completion. This
servant image is fulfilled in
Jesus who is announced in
the gospel as the “beloved
Son”.

The economy identifies us
as consumers, and our pur-
pose in life is to buy. The en-
tertainment industry identi-
fies us as spectators and our
role is to “tune in.” Baptism
identifies us as God’s beloved
children, and our calling is to
remain faithful to our identity
and act in accord with our
new relationship with God.

This is my beloved Son, listen to him
Gospel Meditation

Water is the most abundant
substance on our earth. We
drink it, we wash with it, we
play in it, we transport on it,
we grow food with it, we di-
lute with it, we sit on a shore
and dream with it. Consider
any given day and how often
water comes into play. Yet,
unless the water is shut off to
our homes or places of work,
we seldom think about it. It’s
just there—everywhere and
all the time. Water is so easy
to take for granted. Given the
abundance and usefulness of
water, it ought to be no sur-
prise that our first sacrament,
baptism, uses water as its
primary symbol. And just like
the water around us, we can
so easily take our baptism for
granted. This festival and gos-
pel can be a reminder to us

that we can never take either
water or our baptism for
granted. Toomuch is at stake.

Jesus comes to John, who
is baptising in the River-
Jordan. John is pointing to a
baptism greater than his and
to a person greater than he.
Jesus asks John to baptise
him in order to “fulfil all right-
eousness” and thus show
forth his continuity with the
tradition in which John
stands. But more happens.
When the heavens open, the
Spirit descends and Jesus is
announced as the “beloved
Son,” a new tradition is born,
and humanity’s relationship
with God is changed forever.
We who are baptised into
Christ become God’s beloved
sons and daughters, and God
is “well pleased” with us, too,

when we are faithful to our
relationship with God and to
each other. Through baptism
we are invited into this new
tradition.

Baptism inaugurates us
into a Spirit-filled tradition
where a new covenantal rela-
tionship with God becomes
possible.We are invited into a
union with God’s “beloved
Son” that confers on us his
identity, his going “about do-
ing good”, his intimate rela-
tionship with his father. We
cannot take our baptism for
granted because it is not
simply a ritual that happens
and is finished, but it is a rela-
tionship and way of life to be
lived.

Plunged into the baptis-
mal waters, we die to our old
self; rising from the waters,

we enter into the new Life
baptism promises. Baptism
inaugurates us into the
paschal mystery of Jesus
Christ. It inaugurates us into
his way of life, one totally
taken up with bringing heal-
ing and freedom (see first
reading) to all those we meet
in our daily living.

This dying and rising is the
“stuff” of our Christian living.
What enables us to continue
to say yes to such living is that
we know the dying always
leads to rising; death always
brings Life.We know this with
certainty because Jesus was
baptised, his identity as be-
loved Son was revealed, he
was faithful to his mission to
bring forgiveness and justice,
and he died and then rose.
The pattern of Jesus’ life is the

pattern of our own lives.
Paschalmystery living is as

concrete as Jesus’ life andmis-
sion. For example, like Jesus,
we are living justly when we
die to selfishness and rise to
the needs of others. Like Je-
sus, we “show no partiality”
when we die to judgments
and categorising or labelling
others and rise to seeing all
people as beloved children of
God. Like Jesus, we do good
when we forgive; we heal
others when we offer kind
words instead of words that
tear down, or help another
without being asked. Our
baptism is ongoing in our
lives when we live the great-
ness John recognised in Je-
sus. If John were alive today,
would he see that same
greatness in us?

Living the Paschal Mystery

The offerings of gold, frankin-
cense andmyrrhwere carried
by the magi over many miles
of hard travel to be laid at the
feet of Jesus. What gifts do
we bear through the journey
of life to lay at the feet of the
King? Do we protect them as
we should?

Live theLiturgy
Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

When I was little, you could
tell I believed in the destruct-
ive power of the monsters
who lived beneath my bed
because I would never let my

ankles anywhere near the
bottom of the mattress. (It’s
common knowledge that
bare ankles are premium
monster bait — ask any child
you know).

You can often tell what a
person believes by what they

fear.
But here’s the thing: belief

isn’t always enough. It’s obvi-
ous that Herod believed in
Christ’s power because of
how terrified he was by it and
by the room he made in his
life for the possible impact of
the Messiah. In fact, if belief
was the only measure of or-
thodoxy, you could stand
most modern Christians next
to Herod and he would tower
above them.

Remember, there’s some-
thing just as bad as disobey-
ing God: discounting Him. I
know I am guilty of that in a
thousand small ways each
day. In the person I ignore or

the opinion I sneer at. In the
unkind words I let roll from
my tongue. In the prayers of
thanksgiving that I don’t say
because I am“too busy.”

I believe in God, but I do
not fear Him — mostly be-
cause my very modern under-
standing of the concept of
“fear”would lump God in with
those monsters beneath my
bed.

Butwhat if we understood
fear in a more traditional
sense — awe, reverence, and
wonder? “All kings shall pay
him homage, all nations shall
serve him.”— Psalm 72:11

When Herod heard the
news of the coming of the
Messiah, it compelled him to
do something. Not the right
thing, mind you, but some-
thing. It moved him into ac-

tion.
So, then, it shouldmoveus

all.
We saw his star at its rising,

and have come to do him
homage.—Matthew 2:2

(Practicing) Catholic
Faith and fear



Bernadette, Jean Maureen,
Christopher, Paula, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa, Cath, the
sick sisters at Oaklea, David,

Marion, Dave, Neil, Paul, Andrew, Jacob, Stella, David, Alisa,
Susan, Mary, Jack, Richard, Margaret, Moira, Gerry, Nick, Maur-
een, Stella, Rose, Keith, Kelly, Kitty, Terry and Eileen

Let us know if youwould like a name added to the list.

Stephen Smith

Mass at Oaklea
If you are attending Mass at
Oaklea Convent, please use
the back entrance via the
gate and rear car park, rather
than the main Convent en-
trance.

Welcomeback!
Welcome back to school for
our teachers, staff and pupils.
We hope you had a great holi-
day and are now ready for the
new academic year.

StartingUp
Things are restarting this

week after the Christmas
break. The Catholicism series
continues on Monday at 6.30
in the Upper Room; likewise
the RCIA continues on Wed-
nesday at 6.30 pm, also in the
Upper Room.

PopeBenedict XVI
A Diocesan Requiem Mass for
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
will be celebrated at St Mary’s
Cathedral on Monday 9 Janu-
ary at 12.05pm. Bishop
Séamus will preside at this
Mass and everyone is wel-
come to attend.

PreciousMoments
What have been the most sig-
nificantmoments in your life?
You probably celebrate your
birthday every year, so the
day you were born must be
pretty important. How about
elementary, high school, or
college graduations? Hope-
fully you do something spe-
cial on or around your wed-
ding anniversary if you are
married. Do you have chil-
dren? The birth of each child
is probably near the top on
the list of moments you will
never forget. Then there are
the sad moments of life:
deaths, breakups, and tra-

gedies. As you reflect on all
these moments, you can see
that you would not be who
you are today without having
experienced them. Of course
as a Christian, you have one
moment in time that has had
an even greater impact on
you and perhaps it didn’t
even come tomind: your Bap-
tism.

You might say you don’t
remember it because you
were an infant. Perhaps you
do not even know the date it
took place. Youmight not feel
like it has had much impact
on you at all. However, it has
made all the difference.

Whether you feel the

difference or not, on that day
you were made a new cre-
ation in Jesus Christ. Youwere
marked for Him with an in-
delible mark that no one can
remove, not even you. On
that day, you inherited a tra-
dition and lineage of faith
that has changed the face of
the earth. Today, that baptis-
mal grace beckons you to a
real and substantial relation-
ship with the One whose
name was invoked on that
day. It also calls you to re-
spond with a stewardship
way of life, where your gifts
make a difference and glorify
God. If today is the day you
start taking all this seriously,

Announcements

Question: How are the feasts
of the baptism of Jesus and
the account of the wedding
feast of Cana related to the
Epiphany celebration?
Answer: The Epiphany season
focuses on revealing Jesus to
the world. Following the

Christmas celebration, the
liturgical year lays out a series
of manifestation points in
which Jesus is made publicly
known. From its very begin-
ning, the Christian com-
munity highlighted three
events in the life of Jesus.
These are the Epiphany, the
Baptism of the Lord and the
wedding feast at Cana.

The Epiphany discloses Je-
sus to the world of the Gen-
tiles, represented by themagi
from the East. The accounts of
Jesus' baptism reveal his
identity and mission, along
with exposing him to those to

whom he was sent to minis-
ter. The miracle of turning wa-
ter to wine at the wedding
feast of Cana, unique to
John's Gospel, is the first pub-
lic sign that Jesus performs,
thus manifesting his public
identity and his powers.

Today in the Roman
Church, these are usually cel-
ebrated on three different
feast days: Epiphany, the Bap-
tism of the Lord, which is usu-
ally the first Sunday of Ordin-
ary Time, and the wedding
feast of Cana, which is pro-
claimed on the 2nd Sunday of
Ordinary Time in lectionary

year C.
These feasts connect

around the concept of epi-
phany, public manifestation
of Jesus to the world. They
help us get to know more in-
timately who Jesus is and
what he is about. Spend some
time delving more deeply
into your understanding of
who Jesus is. Continue to cul-
tivate these "epiphany" mo-
ments in your life.

Why do we do that?

First Reading: Part of one of
the “Suffering Servant” songs,
the first reading says that the
servant of God is called to
serve the cause of right. How
can you serve righteousness
this week?

Second Reading: Peter, in her
sermon to the family of the
Roman centurion Cornelius
says that God does not have
favourites but desires the
good of all people. Do you
sometimes behave more fa-

vourably towards some
peoplemore than others?

Gospel: God the Father de-
lights in his Son and says his
favour rests on him. Those
words are also addressed to
us. How does it make you feel
to know that God the father

delights in you?Questions for theWeek

Leonard LaRue, or, Benedict-
ine Brother Marinus LaRue
O.S.B., had his cause officially
opened for sainthood in June
2021.This incredible man was
born in Philadelphia on Janu-
ary 14, 1914, and died on Octo-
ber 14, 2001, at the age of 87.

While captaining the 7,
600-ton U.S. Merchant Mar-
ine ship, the SS Meredith Vic-
tory, during the Korean war,
Leonard led the largest hu-
manitarian rescue operation

by a single vessel in history,
whether during war or civil-
ian conditions. Under his
leadership, his crew and he
evacuated 14,000 Korean
refugees, including women
and children, to safety. To ac-
complish this, he swiftly un-
loaded all cargo from the
freighter and allowed as
many refugees as could pos-
sibly fit into the five empty
cargo spaces and onto the
deck. Despite the extreme
cold, lack of adequate food
and water, the fact that the
crew didn’t know Korean, and
the refugees didn’t know
English, communist submar-
ines hunting for them, and
constant shelling and fight-
ing nearby, he managed to
transport all 14,000 refugees
490 miles southeast to safety.

They arrived at Geoje Island
on Christmas day with no in-
juries along with 5 additional
people added to their num-
bers as 5 women gave birth
during the treacherous two-
day ordeal.

LaRue’s successful deliver-
ance of those under his pro-
tection spoke volumes of his
bravery and love of those
who were victims of war and
violence. According to the
U.S. Department of Transport-
ation Maritime Administra-
tion, his mission is re-
membered as a Christmas
miracle and “One of the
greatest marine rescues in
the history of the world.” Cap-
tain LaRue remained in com-
mand of the Meredith Victory
until it was decommissioned
in 1952.

Inspired by the Benedict-
ine monks, Leonard entered

St. Paul Benedictine Abbey in
New Jersey as a monk in 1954
shortly after the decommis-
sioning of his ship. There, he
lived out the rest of his life as
Brother Marinus LaRue in
prayer among the brothers of
his religious community. He
was the Abbey’s dishwasher,
bell ringer, and gift shop at-
tendant.

Leonard LaRue, or, Bene-
dictine Brother Marinus
LaRue O.S.B. died on October
14, 2001, at the age of 87 and
had his cause officially
opened for sainthood in June
2021.

Saint of theWeek

First Reading:
Here is my servant whom I
uphold, my chosen one in
whom my soul delights. (Is
42:1)

Psalm:
The Lord will bless his people
with peace. (Ps 28)

SecondReading:
God does not have favour-
ites, but that anybody of any
nationality who fears God
and does what is right is ac-
ceptable to him. (Acts 10:35)

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia! The heavens
opened and the Father’s
voice resounded: ‘This is my
Son, the Beloved. Listen to
him.’Alleluia!

Gospel:
‘This is my Son, the Beloved;
my favour rests on him.’(Mt 3:
17)
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At our baptism, depending
whether we were infants or
adults, our Godparents or we
spoke our baptismal vows.
We promised to live the Chris-
tian life and to make our lives
more and more like Christ’s.
Those were pretty big prom-
ises and throughout the
Church’s year we renew them.

As with all sacraments,
baptism is all about both
what we can see and hear
andwhatwe can’t.We see the
water being poured and hear
the baptism formula, we also
hear the vows spoken by the
Godparents; what we don’t
see or hear is what God doing.

As our baptism vows are

being spoken by us, God is
making his own promise. He
promises to be with us every
day of our lives; to be with us
wherever life takes us and to
never abandon us. He prom-
ises to surround us with his
love and never let anything
come between us and his
love.

Above all, God speaks tous
the words we heard him
speak at Jesus’s baptism:“You
are my beloved son or daugh-
ter; I delight in you!” What a
wonderful truth to begin
2023: we bring
delight to God
the Father!

Flock Notes

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9:00 MASS Convent Ints of Liz Sears
10.30 MASS St Mary’s SeverinoMillanes (RIP)
5.00 MASS St Mary’s People of the Parish
6.30 Parish Stewardship Committee Upper Room

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9:30 MASS Convent Pat Carlin (RIP)
12.05 MASS St Mary’s Eveline & Bob Rodgers (RIP)
12.45 Chaplet of DivineMercy St Mary’s
5.15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel
6.30 Catholicism Upper Room
8.00 Prayer Group St Cecilia’s

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9:30 MASS Convent Ints of Sr Maureen
12.05 MASS St Mary’s ÁineWarren (RIP)
13.00 Over 60s St Mary’s Catholic Centre
5.15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9:30 MASS Convent Ints ofThelma, Hugh, Joan & Richard
12.05 MASS St Mary’s Mary Summers (RIP)
5.15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel
6.20 RCIA Upper Room

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9:30 MASS Convent Ints of Sr M Hilda
10.00 Open House St Mary’s Catholic Centre
10.15 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10.30 MASS St Cecilia’s James & AgnesMullen (RIP)
12.05 MASS St Mary’s FionaTowning (RIP)
5.00 Restore Mercy Chapel & Upper Room

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9:30 MASS Convent Special Intention
12.05 MASS St Mary’s FloserpidaMillanes (RIP)
12.45 Holy Rosary St Mary’s
5.15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
10.30 Confessions St Mary’s
11.00 MASS St Mary’s MillieTowning (RIP)
11.45 Confessions St Mary’s
6.00 VIGIL MASS St Cecilia’s Catherine & JohnMcConville (RIP)

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9:00 MASS Convent Deceased Sisters of Oaklea
10.30 MASS St Mary’s Shaun Dover (RIP)
5.00 MASS St Mary’s People of the Parish


