
parish newsletter
22 January 2023 | Third Sunday in OrdinaryTime (A)

Father JohnMuir

When I was a young semin-
arian, I asked a wise old priest
how to pray better. He said
simply, “Don’t lie when you
pray.” He helped me to see
how much energy I waste in
trying to appear acceptable
to God when I pray. For me,
prayer was showing off for
God and hiding what was
ugly.

It’s stunning that the Gos-
pel of Matthew tells us of Je-
sus, “He left Nazareth and
went to live in Capernaum by
the sea, in the region of Zebu-
lon and Naphtali…”This isn’t
just the Lord’s relocation up
north. It’s his moving into
places of shame and defeat.
This region was where the en-
emy invasion of Israel began
centuries before. Jesus left

the comfortable confines of
Nazareth and sought out a
place of darkness, not to
bring shame, but to an-
nounce the dawning of his
light.

When we pray, we usually
prefer Jesus to stay put in our
little Nazareths — where we
feel comfortable, successful,
and in control. But he moves.
He re-locates into the Zebu-
lons and Naphtalis of our
shame, embarrassment, fear,
and sense of being defeated.
The question for us is: will we
allow him to take up resid-
ence in those places in our
prayer time? Will we talk to
him honestly about our
places of darkness? If we do,
we’re no longer lying when
we pray.
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I will make you fishers of men

We all like security. We like to
be without anxiety, with no
care in the world. Security
gives us a sense of certainty,
safety, well-being, serenity,
peace. This gospel suggests
that maybe Peter, Andrew,
James, and John all had a
modicum of security.They
had jobs (fishermen). They
had each other as brothers for
help and support. They had
things they needed to secure
a livelihood (nets and boats).
Even with the scant details of
this gospel, we might con-
clude these four men were
content with their lives. Then
a stranger walks up to them
and invites them to leave
everything to follow him“[a]t
once” and “immediately.” And
they do! Why in the world

would they do this? Why
leave the security of a good
life they know for an un-
known ministry to people, in-
vited to follow an unknown,
lone man? At the beginning
of Jesus’ public ministry, the
mystery of what he is about is
revealed:something new is
happening.Jesus has a com-
mand about him, a persona,
an immense Presence that
brings forth response.

John’s ministry is finished;
with his arrest, the traditionof
Old Testament prophets dies.
Enter Jesus, inaugurating a
new reality. Jesus calls Peter
and Andrew, James and John
to leave their life as they knew
it and become disciples who
now proclaim the “gospel of
the kingdom.” Humanity

moves now from darkness
into “a great light.”New teach-
ing happens now. New heal-
ing comes now. New Life is
given now. Now, a new Pres-
ence.

To recognise this “king-
dom of heaven” in our midst
invites us to enter ever more
fully into God’s reign by fol-
lowing Jesus. The good news
is that the Light begins shin-
ing here—among the Gen-
tiles, in the darkness. The call
of disciples is to be here—in
thedarkness.Thewayout of a
dark and condemned land is
to hear Jesus’ call to follow
him. We cannot hear it often
enough, for this is the way to
living in the Light. This is how
God’s kingdom is established:
faithful disciples hear Jesus’

call, repent, and faithfully fol-
low. In this way gloom and
darkness are overcome.

Every encounter with Je-
sus provokes a response; the
gospel for this Sunday shows
a response of discipleship
that is quick and decisive. Our
own call to discipleship
comes at our baptism, but
unlike the disciples in the
gospel our response isn’t usu-
ally so quick and decisive. We
spend our whole life trying to
see the great Light that is the
Saviour of the world. We
spend our whole life passing
from death (darkness and
gloom) to living in the Light.
We spend our whole life en-
countering Jesus, hearing his
call, and working to be faith-
ful in continuing his saving

ministry.
We practice following Je-

sus in the simple, everyday
things that comeourway: the
friend who needs a listening
ear, the elderly parent who
needs a comforting phone
call, the sick child who inter-
rupts our sleep. Jesus invites
us to turn from ourselves to-
ward those in need, to turn
from darkness to Light. Jesus
invites us to continue his min-
istry of making “the kingdom
of heaven... at hand.” The
kingdom of God is not a
place, but is the recognition
of God’s just and rightful rule
over all creation. This is the
same saving ministry to
which Jesus’ disciples were
called; it is our own ministry.
It is fulfilled every time we

bring Jesus’Presence to those
we meet in the ordinary cir-

cumstances of our daily liv-
ing.

Living the Paschal Mystery

When Jesus called Simon and
Andrew, they left “at once” to
follow him; when he called
James and John, they did like-
wise. St. Peter, St. Andrew, St.
James and St. John, pray for
us, that God will grant us sim-
ilar courage and clarity when
called by Christ.

Live theLiturgy

Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Social media has made it far
too easy for me to share my
opinion.

These virtual spaces tend
to strip our words of all em-
pathy. Someone will post
something that I think is non-
sense, and I just have to tell
them why — and quickly!
Hurry! Before they delete it!

Nine times out of ten,
when the dust is settled, I find
that I’ve said too much and
listened too little.

As I’ve gotten older, the
motto I try (not always suc-
cessfully) to live by is this: You

do not have to be on the at-
tack all of the time, even if it’s
for what you think is the
truth.

I can’t help but notice that
the first thing Jesus does
when he hears of the arrest of
John the Baptist is to retreat.
He doesn’t punch a hole in a
wall or take to the streets in
protest. He withdraws.

And what does he do after
withdrawing? A lot of pray-
ing, I would imagine. A lot of
thinking, a lot of reflecting. A
lot of listening to the voice of
his Father.

Sometimes we mistake
stillness with vulnerability.
But Christ shows us that to

withdraw, to contemplate,
can actually be a tremendous
show of strength. Even the
fiercest dogs wait for the
command of their master be-
fore they act.

For Christ did not send me
to baptise but to preach the
gospel, and not with the wis-
domof human eloquence.— 1
Corinthians 1:17

(Practicing) Catholic
The Art of Retreat



Bernadette, Jean Maureen,
Christopher, Paula, Peter,
Emilia, Jean, Teresa, Cath, the
sick sisters at Oaklea, David,

Marion, Dave, Neil, Paul, Andrew, Jacob, Stella, David, Alisa,
Susan, Mary, Jack, Richard, Margaret, Moira, Gerry, Nick, Maur-
een, Stella, Rose, Keith, Kelly, Kitty, Terry and Eileen

Let us know if youwould like a name added to the list.

Sheila McNichol, Joan Ander-
son.

GaudateMass Setting
Bishop Chadwick Educational
Trust has commissioned a
Mass from the composer Will
Todd. TheMasswill be used in
our schools and primary
schools and they would like
to invite parishioners to come
to a workshop to meet the
composer and help inspire
the composing of the music
for theMass.

The workshop is on Wed-
nesday, 25 January at 6pm in

St Mary’s Catholic Centre.
Announcements

Question: What is the differ-
ence between a chastise-
ment and a punishment?
Answer: The distinction
between chastisement and
punishment is, in many ways,
a subtle one, but which is still
relevant in our Catholic tradi-
tion.

First, chastisement is a

concept that is grounded in
Sacred Scripture. Here, we see
chastisement as a response
by God to people’s actions
that is intended to teach a les-
son. As St. John Paul II ob-
served, “chastisement ap-
pears to be…akind of divine
pedagogy, in which the last
word is reserved tomercy: He
scourges and then shows
mercy, casts down to the
depths of the nether world,
and he brings up from the
great abyss” (Tobit 13:2). The
idea here is that in order to
capture our attention or to
highlight how we have not
lived out our covenant-rela-
tionship with God as we

should, there are times when
Goduses events in life todraw
us back to the quality of rela-
tionship or faith that we
should have.

The concept of punish-
ment, however, has a differ-
ent sense. The Catechism of
the Church observes that
punishment is the con-
sequence of a damaging ac-
tion that“has the primary aim
of redressing the disorder”
and to protect the com-
munity and the common
good from further damage or
harm (see no. 2266). Although
we always hope that
someone who is being pun-
ished for a crime or some

other harmful action will
learn from their actions, pun-
ishment isn’t necessarily in-
tended to teach a lesson in
the same way that a chastise-
ment is.
Ultimately, how we make the
distinction between chastise-
ment and punishment is a
matter of discernment. As
with almost everything in life,
our experiences can be an op-
portunity for grace — or for
something less—depending
on how open we are to recog-
nising themovement ofGod’s
Spirit within them.

Why do we do that?

First Reading: The prophet
Isaiah foresaw a future re-
versal of fortune for the
people living in the land of
Zebulun and Naphtali. When
have you received an unex-
pected blessing or gift in your

life?

Second Reading: Paul urged
the believers in the city of
Corinth to be of oneheart and
one mind as a community of
faith, united in Jesus. How do

you resolve division or con-
flict in your home or work-
place?

Gospel: In the Gospel reading
we hear about the beginning
of Jesus’ public ministry in Ca-
pernaum which included
teaching, healing, and calling

the first four disciples. How
do you think people initially
reacted to Jesus?

Questions for theWeek

Barbara Koop, later Mother
Marianne Cope, was born in
Germany on January 23, 1838,
and immigrated with her par-
ents to New York when she
was 2 years old. In August of
1862 shewent to the sisters of
the Third Order of Saint Fran-
cis in Syracuse, New York and
took her vows the next year.
Her early religious life saw her
working as a teacher and ad-
ministrator for local Catholic

schools until she was called
uponby the bishop to use her
administrative skills as super-
ior of St. Joseph’s Hospital in
Syracuse, New York. She de-
voted herself to the care of
the sick and infirm and the
hospital flourished under her
leadership. As the Provincial
Mother of her order in Syra-
cuse, Cope, along with six
other sisters, she answered a
call made by the Hawaiian
government to run the
Kaka’ako Branch Hospital on
Oahu that served as a receiv-
ing station for people suspec-
ted of having leprosy.

Of the more than 50 reli-
gious communities in the
United States and Canada
who were asked by the gov-
ernment to help the suffering

communities and hospitals
for those with leprosy
(Hansen’s disease) in Hawaii,
Mother Marianne and her sis-
ters were the only ones to an-
swer the call. They immedi-
ately got to work transform-
ing the hospital environment
for those with leprosy and
their families. Of this mission,
she said—
“I am hungry for the work

and Iwishwith allmy heart to
be one of the chosen ones,
whose privilege it will be to
sacrifice themselves for the
salvation of the souls of the
poor Islanders.... I am not
afraid of any disease, hence, it
would be my greatest delight
even to minister to the aban-
doned‘lepers’.”

In 1888, Mother Marianne
and two sisters took on an
even more challenging as-

signment and went to the
Hawaiian island of Molokaʻi, a
leper colony, to open a new
home devoted to the protec-
tion of girls and women with
leprosy as well as to take
charge of the home that her
friend, Saint Damien de
Veuster, had established for
men and boys. She helped
improve life on the island by
introducing pride, cleanli-
ness, and a little fun to the
colony. She often provided
bright scarves and dresses for
the women she served and
cheerfully carried out her mis-
sion until she died on August
9, 1918. While in service, she
was awarded the Royal Order
of Kapiolani by the Hawaiian
government for her selfless
love and care of those in need
and never contracted leprosy.
She was canonised in 2012.

Saint of theWeek

First Reading:
The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great
light; (Is 9:1)

Psalm:
Here I am, Lord! I come to do
your will. (Ps 39)

SecondReading:
I urge you, brothers and sis-
ters, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that all of you
agree in what you say, and
that you be united in the
same mind and in the same
purpose. (1 Cor 1:10)

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus pro-
claimed the Good News of
the kingdom and cured all
kinds of sickness among the
people. Alleluia!

Gospel:
He left Nazareth and went to
live in Capernaum by the sea,
in the region of Zebulun and
Naphtali, thatwhat hadbeen
said through Isaiah the
prophet might be fulfilled.
(Mt 4:13-14)
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To call someone a sheep is to
imply they have no mind of
they own and that they just
follow the crowd. It is not a
nice thing to say about any-
one and none of us readily ad-
mit to being a sheep.

Christ is our Shepherd and
he knows us better than we
know ourselves. Sometimes
we all follow a crowd or just
accept themajority opinion is
right. That’s why it is import-
ant we take care who it is we
are following. Jesus says, ‘Fol-
low me’. Are you going to fol-
low him or will
you follow
s o m e o n e
else?

Flock Notes

6.00 VIGIL MASS St Cecilia’s Ints of David Stephen Cook

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9:00 MASS Convent Ints of Sr M Raphael
10.30 MASS St Mary’s Lorraine Elizabeth Purdy (RIP)
5.00 MASS St Mary’s People of the Parish

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9:30 MASS Convent Ints of Sr M Calasanctius (RIP)
12.05 MASS St Mary’s Ints of P & CMaggiore
12.45 Chaplet of DivineMercy St Mary’s
1.15 REQUIEMMASS St Cecilia’s SheilaMcNichol
5.15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel
6.30 Catholicism Upper Room
8.00 Prayer Group St Cecilia’s

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9:30 MASS Convent John Forman (RIP)
12.05 MASS St Mary’s John & Jean Lane (RIP)
13.00 Over 60s St Mary’s Catholic Centre
5.15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9:30 MASS Convent Mr Casey (RIP)
12.05 MASS St Mary’s Sheila & Harry Burnikell (RIP)
5.15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel
6.00 MusicWorkshop St Mary’s Catholic Centre
6.30 RCIA Upper Room

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9:30 MASS Convent Ints of Margaret Bagley
10.00 Open House St Mary’s Catholic Centre
10.15 Confessions St Cecilia’s
10.30 MASS St Cecilia’s Holy Souls
12.05 MASS St Mary’s Olive Swales & Sayer Family (RIP)
5.00 Restore Mercy Chapel & Upper Room

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9:30 MASS Convent Ints of John & Geraldine
12.05 MASS St Mary’s Norah Doherty (RIP)
12.45 Holy Rosary St Mary’s
5.15 Evening Prayer Mercy Chapel

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9.00 First Confessions St Mary’s
11.00 MASS St Mary’s Bryan Chapman (RIP)
11.45 Confessions St Mary’s
6.00 VIGIL MASS St Cecilia’s People of the Parish

8.00 Morning Prayer Mercy Chapel
9:00 MASS Convent Mary Newman & DoreenThomas (RIP)
10.30 MASS St Mary’s Jean Rowe (RIP)
5.00 MASS St Mary’s Thanksgiving to the Holy Spirit

Drop your nets
and be feee

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

There are times I wish I had no
obligations. It would be great
to takemywife’s hand, hop in
the car, and drive into the
sunset.Where we were going
would not matter as much as
the fact that we would have
nowhere we had to be. There
would be nothing we had to
do. No bills. No commit-
ments. No problems. Free-
dom!

Life doesn’t work like that,
however.When Jesus came

along and asked some fisher-
men to drop their nets and
follow him, they did just that.

Wow! In some ways, they ex-
perienced true freedom. That
is what Jesus offers all of us.
Yet, true freedom looks quite
different than my dream
scenario.

In living in the true free-
dom that Jesus offers, there
are things we must do and
places we must go. That is be-
cause freedom only exists in
following God’s will, not our
own. We are called to be and
called to give ourselves com-
pletely to God without reser-
vations. We always have the
free will to not respond to His
call, but we will find that a
negative answer may com-
plicate our lives even further.
God’s path for us calls on us to
give freely of what we have
been given. Saying no to that

call means we carry the
weight of thosegifts.Wewere
never meant to keep them.
The path of God’s will may
seem long andwinding, but it
is the one that leads us into
that sunset. It is the way to
true freedom.


