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We bring together  
and welcome into our Catholic Community  

a richly diverse people to pray, to serve,  
and  to learn in the name and presence of Jesus Christ. 

The Spirit 



St. Clare of Montefalco 
A Catholic Community in Detroit and Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 

Michaelite Fathers�

Christmas Day 
December 25, 2017�

From the Desk of our Pastor 

Merry Christmas Everyone! 
 
It is with great joy and hope that I extend to 
everyone our best wishes this Holy Season of 
Christmas.  With joy – because the Good News 
of Emmanuel God with Us is being proclaimed 
once more, and with hope – because once more 

we are invited to welcome Him into our homes, classrooms, 
marriages, hearts and daily struggles. May yours be blessings of 
CHRISTMAS! 
 

To all at St. Clare who make this proclamation and invitation 
possible, to all those who work tirelessly to ensure the smooth 
operation of our parish and school, employees and volunteers – I 
express my gratitude and appreciation.  
 

To you the parishioners of St. Clare thank you for your prayerful 
support, financial contributions and most importantly, the witness 
of your faith. Let us keep each other in remembrance when we visit 
Bethlehem and pay homage to the newborn King. Be Bold. Be 
Holy. Be Catholic.  
 

Christmas Gift 
In our quest to Be Bold, Be Holy and Be Catholic and live our 
pillars of being: healthy, blessed, beautiful and growing we offer 
you a gift – a different kind of book. Last year was about being 
Catholic, rediscovering what is good about being Catholic, what 
are the good reasons to love and remain in the Catholic Church. 
This year’s book is about the third part of our vision statement: Be 
Bold. You may ask what is so bold in this book? This is the bold 
letter from our Archbishop, summing up Synod 16’s conclusions 
brought forth through the  guidance of the Holy Spirit.  This letter 
paves the way of our diocesan church for years to come. As we 
are all one body within this church it is important to reflect on it and 

see where the Holy Spirt is guiding us. Please see the insert in the 
book and be inspired!  
 

Memory Book  
Last month we concluded our year-long celebration of St. Clare's 
90 years in the community. We've compiled a Memory Book of all 
the events of that year as a gift to our parishioners.  The full color 
book is now available. Please stop by the table in the Mack Ave 
vestibule on your way out to pick up your copy. Thank you to all 
those who worked so hard to make last year such a memorable 
one for us all! 
 

Mass Schedule 
 New Year’s schedule at St. Clare  

• Saturday Dec. 30: 4 pm – Holy Family Sunday  
• Sunday Dec. 31: 9 am & 11 am – Holy Family Sunday  
• Sunday Dec. 31:  4 pm – New Year’s Eve.  
• Monday Jan. 1: 10 am – New Year’s Day  
 
New Year’s schedule at St. Philomena  

• Saturday Dec. 30: 4 pm – Holy Family Sunday  
• Sunday Dec. 31: 9 am  & 11 am – Holy Family Sunday  

• Monday Jan. 1: 11 am – New Year’s Day 

 
Thank you on behalf of all of us here at St. Clare for your cards, 
gifts, and best wishes. May the blessings of the Lord this 
Christmas fill your heart and home with joy and grace.  
 

Merry Christmas! 

Fr. Andrew and the 

Pastoral Staff 

stclarem.org  

facebook.com/stclarem 

office: 313/647-5000 

stclareschool.net 

facebook.com/falcons 

school: 313/647-5100 

Religious Education 

facebook.com/stclaremRE 

313/647-5056 
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 St. Clare Community News 

Being Grateful for the gift 
that is St. Clare Parish 

 

At this time of year, it is normal to think about the gifts we have 
given and those that have been received.  We stop and count our 
blessings for all the good in our lives.  Now is also a time to give 
thanks to God for the gift of our parish community.  Some of the 
good news from St. Clare in 2017 as it relates to our Parish Plan: 
 

Making Our Family Blessed: Father James Clarke presented 
our Parish Mission during Lent, our Intercessory Prayer group 
grew even stronger and the on line Formed program was intro-
duced.  Our weekly Faith Formation offerings continued with pop-
ular programs like Ca-
tholicism, the Sacra-
ments, God & Science 
and Oremus.  Our young 
people enriched their 
faith while attending 
Bible Camp and a re-
treat in Steubenville. We 
have seen an increase 
in Baptisms and Wed-
dings which is a beauti-
ful thing!  Many also 
traveled together to 
share in the Beatification 
of Father Solanus Ca-
sey, another faith filled event. 
 

Keep Our Family Growing: We extended invitations to former 
and current parishioners and students and to potential new mem-
bers with the School open houses, Alumni event, Auction, Opera 
Concert, Golf Outing, Oktoberfest and other social events held 
here at St. Clare.  Our newly completed school sign reminds peo-
ple we are here providing a Gospel presence in our community. 
Our RCIA program continues to be a good-sized group each year 
due to the invitation and example of faith our parishioners share. 
 

Keeping Our House Beautiful: Thanks to your continued dona-
tions, additional improvements to the parish were made.  The 
school’s front steps were replaced, sections of the roof were re-
paired and the new sign was completed.  The Church had the 
sound panels and kneelers recovered, stained glass windows 
installed and the grounds looked beautiful once again thanks to 
the hard work of the Garden Club. 
 

Keeping Our Home Healthy: The Ministry Book was created to 
provide better information to our parishioners on the various 

groups and opportunities to get involved at St. Clare.  Leadership 
meetings were held, the last of which provided guidance as to 
how we will be Unleashing the Gospel in the upcoming years.  
Our website and Facebook page continue to be popular and mar-
keting has increased with the expansion of our Easter and Christ-
mas cards to non-parishioners within our parish boundaries and 
an increase in articles about St. Clare events in local papers. 
 

Whether it’s reaching out a hand of welcome at Mass, visiting the 
homebound, contributing financially, sharing your faith with others 
or serving in one of our many ministries; your gift to St. Clare 
matters.  When we work together and practice our faith together, 
we become part of something greater than ourselves.  We have a 
chance to connect with God and with each other as a community 
of faith. 
 

 
 
 

Thank you very much for 
your  continued support 

of our St. Clare  
community.  Merry 
Christmas and many 

blessings in 2018.  May 
you continue to Be Bold, 
Be Holy and Be Catholic! 

 

 
 

What Do You Want for Christmas 
“What do you want for Christmas?”  This is a question we ask 
each other often before Christmas.   Yet how many of us actually 
take a few minutes to kneel before the infant Jesus and ask Him 
what He wants from us this Christmas? 
 
When we kneel before the manger and ask Jesus what He wants, 
it is very possible that we will hear Him whisper that He wants us 
to share a little more of our time with Him.  Maybe each of us 
could make a New Year’s resolution to spend more time with 
God.  
 
• Go to Mass more frequently  
• Find some time for prayer in the morning  
• End our day with spiritual reading 
• Say the rosary while we drive to work 
• Participate in Eucharistic Adoration 
• Stop into church occasionally for a quiet visit 

 

The gift of time with God could be the very best gift we could give 
this year, not only to Jesus but also to ourselves.  It might be just 
what our own hearts are truly longing for. �
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Christian Service and Stewardship 

Christian Service�
Merry Christmas 

 
The Christian Service Commission is a caring, 
fun and vibrant group of about one dozen St. 

Clare parishioners who organize service projects. We are blessed 
to have the full support of Fr. 
Andrew and the very dedicated and 
generous St. Clare community.  We 
recently completed our annual 
Giving Tree Project for the 
Christmas season that supports the 
needs of many in our area.   
 

Twice a year, St. Clare Parish 
supports Mitch Albom’s S.A.Y. 
Detroit (Super All Year) neighborhood 
rebuild efforts by providing a staging 

area for volunteers in our Sweeney Center.  Also, St. Clare is 
sponsoring its own rebuild project, Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors, by assisting a local family refurbish their house after a 
fire.   Thank you to everyone who has donated their time, talent 

and resources! 
 
During the Lenten season we organize a meal 
program in support of St. Leo’s Soup Kitchen 
located at 15th /West Grand in Detroit.  Look for 
sign-up sheets in the church to get involved. This 
parish wide project is a 
wonderful example of 
how many hands come 

together to make a seemingly 
overwhelming task get done.  Thank you 
to everyone who helps in this project! 
 
Our Warm Hand-Warm Hearts Collection 
on January 20-21 will provide hand 
warmers to St. Aloysius’s Neighborhood Services program 
(pictured) and the Pope Francis Warming Center.  Our physical 
and financial support allows both organizations to continue their 
mission to show God’s love and compassion to those in dire 

need.  Our donations provide sandwiches, 
cocoa, coffee and basic necessities for their 
daily walking journey. 
 
We are thankful and grateful for our St. Clare 
family. 
 
Our St. Clare 8th Graders in Ms. Knaus’s class 
created our Giving Tree Gift tags.  I count on 

them each year to restock our tags.  St. Clare students made 

Stewardship Thoughts 

Christmas (Nativity of the Lord) 
 
The Prophet Isaiah’s ancient prophecy speaks of the Christ-child 
as Wonder-Counselor, God- Hero, Father-Forever, and Prince of 
Peace. St. Paul professes Christ is our Savior, while the Gospel 
readings describe the glory of God in Christ, as the Word became 
flesh. The Child is truly Emmanuel: as the shepherds testified, 
God is with us. He is the Light of the World Who penetrates the 
darkness by giving us hope and strength. On this Christmas Day, 
let us, as faithful stewards, stand in awe and total gratitude for 
God’s gift of His Son, Jesus. He is our path to eternal salvation. 
As Jesus was born in humble surroundings, let us offer a prayer 
and be mindful of our brothers and sisters in need among us. 

Christian Service continued… 

homemade cards for our Christmas visit to St. Joseph’s Manor.  
Thank You for your gift of time and talent. 
 
Give the Gift of Life on Jan. 17, 2018 from 2:00 – 7:30 PM Church 
Social Hall 
 

For more information on our group please contact Mike McDevitt  
313-647-5025.  mmcdevitt@stclarem.org.  

St. Vincent de Paul is once again facilitating the Michigan Ener-
gy Assistance Program.  This year the program is divided into 
“crisis prevention” and “crisis intervention.”  The actual applica-
tion is the same for both programs, but people interested in 
crisis prevention must attend an ECOworks workshop or have 
other energy self-sufficiency counseling—and as a result, there 
is a higher cap on the funds available.  If you or someone you 
know needs assistance with their energy expenses, please 
leave a message on our assistance line at 313-647-5062 and 
one of our volunteers will contact you to go over the qualifica-
tion requirements. 
 
As we restock our pantry, we are especially in need of breakfast 
foods.  Please drop off cereal, breakfast bars, pancake/waffle 
mix and syrup. 
 
Thanks in advance for helping us help others. 

St. Vincent de Paul News 
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 St. Clare School, Faith Formation and Community News�

School Happenings�

Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year! 

The faculty, staff, students and parents of St. Clare School, I 
would like to wish the parishioners of St. Clare Parish a blessed 
and happy Christmas and New Year in many languages!�

Faith Formation�
 
Merry Christmas. Having spent a short time in 
Bethlehem this past October, Christmas has a 
little different meaning.  Seeing the caves in the 
mountains and Shepherd’s field, I could picture 

Jesus being born in a strange cave in a little foreign town. I 
touched the Star of Bethlehem, the place where historians be-
lieve Jesus was born.  People from every nation, every different 
religion, waited for three hours to touch this sacred spot.  (This 
small picture does not do it justice.) How is Christmas different 
for me?  I saw faith in action. All these people believe in Jesus, 
born as an infant, but grew up to be the light of the world and 
king of all nations.  There in Bethlehem, I sensed the presence 
of the Holy Family; Mary and Joseph in love with Jesus, the 
King of all Nations.. 
 
One of the most important moments of Christmas should be 
receiving Jesus in Holy Communion or receiving a special 
blessing on this Christmas 
eve or Christmas day. This 
should be the warmth of 
Christmas, the real spirit and 
meaning of Christmas.  Re-
member JESUS is the rea-
son for the Season. 
During Christmas, our pro-

grams take a break because 

this should be quality family time.  Do some activity together: 

have a game night, write thank you letters together, go to the 

show together, praise God together in song, at Mass.  

Stephen Ministry 

 

Sign up to be a Stephen Minister�

Applications for the Stephen Ministry training 
are being accepted through December 28th. 
Please visit our parish website and click on the link 
to Stephen Ministry, you will find the application 
there.  Applications may also be found on the tables 

at the back of church. We are happy to answer 
question and can be reached at the numbers listed below. 
For more information about this program you can visit the St. 
Clare website under service or at www.stephenministries.org  or 
call 313-647-5000 ex. 5054. 
 
• Sue Buckley 313 770-7338  
• Patty Bodien 313 378-4344 
• Margaret Platz 313 884-5417 

Save the date! The 9th Annual St. Clare Golf Outing will be 
held on Friday, July 20th. We are looking forward to seeing 
many Falcon Faithful out on the links and at the after-party.  
 
If you are interested in stopping by the gym for a game or two, 
St. Clare will host home basketball games on the following 
dates: 

January 13th, January 20th & February 10th 
 

Sunday, Feb. 4th at 9:00 am is Winter Sports Mass. 
Once a Falcon... Always a Falcon!  

 
If you have any questions, please contact Bob a Conway at 
(313) 882-6369 or cmconway32@gmail.com.  

St. Clare Athletics 

Last week we had a regular meeting (around our awesome 
Youth Group Christmas tree) on Sunday and delivered Angel 
Tree gifts to homes of children who have a parent in prison on 
Saturday morning.  
 

We are now off for two weeks to 
celebrate the coming of Christ into 
our hearts again this Christmas! 
Praise God! 
�

MERRY CHRISTMAS�

Youth Group 

Feliz Navidad! (Spanish)

Joyeux Noël! (French)�
Mele Kalikimaka! (Hawaiian) �
Froehliche Weihnachten! (German)�

Wesolych Swiat! (Polish)� �

Nollaig Shona Dhuit! (Irish)�

Zalig Kerstfeest! (Dutch)

Buon Natale! (Italian)�

Merı̄kurisumasu! (Japanese)�

����������	
���(Danish)�
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Weekly Activities  Directory 

ST. CLARE OF MONTEFALCO PARISH �
1401 Whittier Rd., Grosse Pointe Park, MI 48230 

 

 

Parish Offices: 1401 Whittier Road ..................... Ph. 313-647-5000 - Fax 313-647-5005 
Parish Secretary ......................................................................................... 313-647-5060 
School: 16231 Charlevoix .................................... Ph. 313-647-5100 - Fax 313-647-5105 
Religious Education Office: 16231 Charlevoix ........................................... 313-647-5056 
 Fax 313-647-5055 

Parish Clustering Prayer 
 

Father in heaven,  You are calling us to grow beyond  
our parish life that has become so  

 familiar and comfortable.  
  

As we form a new faith community, we want to 
respond to your call with generosity and trust in your 

loving providence. 
 

Help us to honestly face  our sense of loss.  
 Give us courage to work through our differences  

and open our hearts that we may embrace  
our new brothers and sisters. 

 
Give us one mind and one heart as we journey 

together, building your kingdom,  
through Christ our Lord,  

 
Amen 

MONDAY (December 25) 10:00 a.m.  Christmas Mass 
 
TUESDAY (December 26) 6:30 p.m. Mass and St. Michael 
Devotion.  Parish Offices Open 
9:30 AM Legion of Mary Meeting - Whittier Room 
11:00 AM Baptism: Daniel Segal - Church 
4:00 PM Christian Meditation - Rectory Chapel 
7:15 PM Al-anon (Adult Children of Alcoholics) - School Library 
 
WEDNESDAY (December 27) 9:00 a.m. Mass 
Parish Offices Closed 
6:00 PM Exposition and Adoration - Church 
7:00 PM Legion of Mary Rosary - Church 
 
THURSDAY (December 28) 9:00 a.m. Mass 
Parish Offices Closed 
 
FRIDAY (December 29) 9:00 a.m. Mass 
Parish Offices Closed 
 
SATURDAY (December 30) 
9:00 AM SVdP Energy Assist. Program - Whittier Rm/Stage R 
2:30 PM Saturday Confessions - Church 
4:00 PM Holy Family Sunday Mass - Church 
 
SUNDAY (December 31) Holy Family Sunday 
9:00 AM  Mass - Church 
11:00 AM Mass - Church 
 
SUNDAY (December 31) New Year’s Eve 
4:00 PM  Mass - Church 

Parish Office Christmas Hours:�
 
• December 25: Closed 
• December 26: Open 
• December 27-29: Closed 
• January 1: Closed 
• January 2: Open�

Maintenance Job Opening�
�

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  2018 is going 
to bring some big changes to my maintenance team at 
St. Clare.  Long time maintenance associate, Dennis 
Hermann, will be retiring in the spring after over 32 

years of service to St. Clare of Montefalco.  I am grateful for 
everything he has taught me about St. Clare and her buildings.  
While he is not leaving any time soon, I am interested in looking for 
a possible replacement to train with Dennis and walk the property 
with him for a couple of months.  A smile; a positive attitude; a 
willingness to work with the St. Clare Team are very important for 
this job.  Also, a knowledge or license for low pressure boiler 
operation is very important.  General HVAC, electrical and 
mechanical skills needed to maintain equipment and upkeep of 
facilities.  Daily custodial work to maintain floors, bathrooms, and 
property inside and out.  Need to be able to climb a ladder and do 
heavy lifting.  This job is full-time and offers benefits. 
 
Secondly, Tim Panas, my part-time maintenance associate is 
leaving us in late January.  Tim has been with us for over five 
years and will be missed for all the duties he performs.  Once 
again, I am looking for someone to positively represent the St. 
Clare family.  We are often the first one a possible new parishioner 
meets.  Skills for this job include many of the ones above but 
largely focus on custodial work on the facilities: floors, bathrooms, 
helping buff and wax the floors, grounds upkeep, light repairs, 
painting, and social hall set-up.  Once again, climbing a ladder and 
heavy lifting occasionally needed. This job is part-time without 
benefits to start, with a potential for growth. 
 
If you think you would like to join our team or know someone, 
please send resumes, work experiences and a letter of interest to 
mmcdevitt@stclarem.org.  
 
Mike McDevitt | Maintenance Coordinator | 313-647-5025�
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 Liturgy�

Please Remember in Your Prayers�
Michael Anderanin II 

Marti Benedetti 
Karen Bolton 

Zenaida Capulong 
Marie Ciaramitaro  
Sam Ciaramitaro  

Kathie DeMumbrum 
Mickey Dietz  

Clayton Guensche  
Colleen Keelan 

Christine Kahanak  
Marty Knorp  
Joseph Lisy 
Bahia Mahfet  

Josephine Marino  
Mary Ann McLaughlin 

Carol Provencal  
Fr. Tony Pizzo  
Bob Phillips 
Anne Purvis  
Joel Rivera  

Larry Rochwalski  
Gloria Tanoury  

Manfred Paul Curt Tonndorf  

Tracy Tripp  
Pat Quayhackx Szczesniak 

James Schoenherr 

Please pray for our Priests and 
Sisters, for our Seminarians, and for 

all who are discerning  
vocations in the Catholic Church. 

Readings for the Week of December 24, 2017 
Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 [2a]/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38 
Monday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 [2a]/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
• Midnight: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13 [Lk 2:11]/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
• Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 
• Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3c]/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
Tuesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17 [6]/Mt 10:17-22 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Thursday: 1 Jn 1:5--2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18 
Friday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/Lk 2:22-35 
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/Lk 2:36-40 

Scripture Readings�

December 30, 2017 � Jan 1, 2018�

Mass� Hospitality�

4:00 PM Roger Jaclyn, Linda Hazlett, Dorothy Ciesluk  

9:00 AM Jerry/Karla Teagan, Schulte Family, Gina & Frank Serraiocco, Katie Weber  

11:00 AM Kathy Quinn, Mike & Eileen Shapiro, Liz Zatina  

4:00 PM 
NY Eve 

John & Michelle Van Camp, Margaret Leahy, Teo Nowakowski  

Mass� Eucharistic�
Ministers�

Lectors� Altar Servers�

4:00 PM Sharon Freitas  
Jacquie Lauth 
Carol Jacklyn 
Sister Valerie Binder 

See Schedule Dominic Trudell 
Michael Hannon 

9:00 AM Bob Koch 
Sue Koch 
Teresa Muniga 
Margaret Platz 
Art Post 
Claudia Rowland 

See Schedule M Manriquez 
M Manriquez 
D Manriquez 
K Dunham 

11:00 AM Denise Cotter 
Dennis Cotter 
Jean Irvin-Stanley 
Corazon Galinato 
Louis Di Iorio 
SUB 

See Schedule Zhaneen Soto 
Samira Asabigi 

4:00 PM 
NY Eve 

Linda Hazlett 
Jacquie Lauth 
Carol Jacklyn 
Sister Valerie Binder 

See Schedule Billy Kuhl 

10:00 AM 
NY Day 

Mary Ann McGrail 
Denise Cotter 
Dennis Cotter 
Lou Di Iorio 

See Schedule Sophia Weiksnar 
David Smith  

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Saturday, December 23 (4th Sunday of Advent) 

4:00 pm Josephine Reitzloff, Peyton Barron, Helen Perpich 

Sunday, December 24 
10:00 am  (4th Sunday of Advent) Robert LaChance (4th Anniv.), Jack 
Reuter (9th Anniv.) 
4:00 pm (Christmas Eve) St. Clare Parish 
6:00 pm (Christmas Eve) St. Clare Parish 

12 Midnight (Christmas Eve) St. Clare Parish 

Monday, December 25 

10:00 am  St. Clare Parish 

Tuesday, December 26 

6:30 pm Edward Olis, Diann Lulis 

Wednesday, December 27 

9:00 am Charles Roarty, Gross Anniversary, Mary Ellen Canestraight 

Thursday, December 28 

9:00 am Edward Olis, Andrew F. Olis 

Friday, December 29 

9:00 am Patricia McKeever, Lenore Mertens Saylor 

Saturday, December 30 

4:00 pm John S. Olis, Sylvia Sicklesteel, Patricia Elsey  

Sunday, December 31 - Holy Family Sunday 
9 am St. Clare Parish 

11 am St. Clare Parish 

Sunday, December 31 - New Year’s Eve 
4 pm St. Clare Parish 




