
      

Many weeks have flown by since 
my last article on the front page. I 
hope you enjoyed the articles 
from members of the Parish Team, 
they are here to minister and assist 
the parish and school in the best 

possible way. I am incredibly grateful for each of 
them for the dedication and hard work. I think we all 
agree that summer was - different.  As we “open” the 
school and parish year, it will be different too. Covid-
19, with its implications, has created a new normal; at 
least for now. So, after this Labor Day weekend we 
begin the challenging, yet exciting journey of a new 
school and pastoral year at St. Clare. Challenging –
because we suddenly had to shift gears and create 
new ways to teach and communicate, with no road 
map or tried and true game plan to follow.  Often 
times when faced with this type of challenge we 
“fold our hand” and toss the cards in, feeling para-
lyzed by fear of the unknown.  The exciting part of this 
is we have seen how resourceful and 
innovative we can be when put to the 
task, creating new opportunities and 
possibility to embark on something 
new. I hope we all will choose the lat-
ter.

Our Parish Team met last week to plan 
the next three months. Normally this 
meeting occurs in June and we plan 
the year, but as mentioned already 
we are operating in a new normal.  
Please read the bulletin and check 
our website frequently to stay in-
formed of adjustments to our daily op-
eration, programs and ministries. If you 
would like to receive the bulletin elec-
tronically, please e-mail Colleen Kee-
lan, our Social Media Coordinator, at 
ckeelan@stclarem.org. Let her know 
your thoughts and suggestions about 
our website, bulletin, Facebook, Insta-

gram, Parish App, Evangelus, and Constant Contact 
– These are the platforms our parish uses to keep you 
informed. 

OUR SCHOOL IS BACK
We are pleased and excited to welcome back our 
students and their families. We started with half day 
sessions last week, full days begin this week. Our 
weekly School Mass will be virtual on Fridays at 10 am 
livestreamed on the School Facebook Page. The 8:00 
am Friday morning Mass will still take place in the 
church.

I want to take a moment to lift up in praise and grati-
tude our principal Ms. Ann Crowley. Her leadership in 
preparing the school for the new year with the never 
ending changes, directives, regulations and recom-
mendations from both the State and the AOD would 
have been an insurmountable task for the faint of 
heart. Ann spent countless hours in zoom meetings, 
answering calls and welcoming new families to our 
beloved school. Her car was in the lot so often some 

thought it may have been aban-
doned there!  Ann – thank you for 
your untiring dedication, love and en-
thusiasm in making St. Clare a school 
of choice for the students and par-
ents.   

RECTORY CHAPEL
On August 27, during our weekly Ro-
sary, I blessed our rectory chapel that 
has undergone a bit of a facelift.  The 
chapel has always been the personal 
prayer space for the priests residing in 
the rectory, however with the 
pandemic the chapel has become 
our virtual spiritual home for prayer 
and connecting us to each other as a 
school and parish community. We 
have celebrated Mass, prayed devo-
tions, adored the Blessed Sacrament 
and shared information. We have of-
fered petitions for 
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prayer and requests for special graces, we have 

prayed with and for all of you, parishioners, friends, lis-

teners from near and far, our first responders and health 

care professionals. Any and all who joined in became 

part of our collective voice raised to the Lord to end 

the pandemic. My hope is when this passes, our chapel 

will again serve as a gathering place for the Intercesso-

ry Prayer Ministry on Monday night, and our Meditation 

Group on Tuesday afternoon. The project is not finished 

yet but this is the most important part. 

There were several people that participated in this work 

who I want to recognize and thank for their efforts. 

Ann Baxter, a stained glass window artist, whose work 

can be seen in the sacristy and over the doors of school 

and Whittier entrances to our church, created and do-

nated a stained-glass window in honor of her parents 

David and Louise Brady for the chapel. 

• Michael Meda a former student of St. Clare who 

donated his services to paint the ceiling and 

walls. 

• Bob Ternes, donated his talents as a carpenter 

and created the woodwork detail for the win-

dows.

• Bill Lusk who created and donated the emblem 

of the Michaelite Fathers on the altar.

• Bruce Higgins who installed the track lighting with 

more efficient bulbs, and as always

• Michael McDevitt coordinating much of the ac-

tivity and scheduling.

Two items came from St. Philomena Church: a beautiful 

Cross and the picture of Our Lady. The Altar and Taber-

nacle were part of the original pieces in the chapel.

NEWS OF BAPTISM

You may have heard the story well covered in Detroit 

and beyond about the recent misuse of the words dur-

ing the Sacrament of Baptism and resulting conse-

quences. I encourage you to visit www.aod.org/

sacramentsupdate and review the materials there with 

the letter from Archbishop Vigneron and the FAQ sec-

tion.

If you or someone you know were Baptized by Deacon 

Springer or received sacraments from Father Hood, 

please visit that website, fill out the form at the bottom 

of the page. You will be contacted by the AOD for fol-

low-up.

Just a reminder:

• Our Baptismal Team has been informed of the 

situation and the team, Deacon Rich and myself 

will follow the instruction. 

• Due to COVID restrictions all Baptisms will be cel-

ebrated on Sunday after 11 am Mass or on an-

other day. We do not have permission to Baptize 

in the home. As a parish we are following proto-

cols for the safety of all who visit our church 

where we believe is a safe place for the celebra-

tion of the Sacraments.

Mary Lou and David Muer are the coordinators of our 

Baptismal program. If you have any questions or inquir-

ies about our process, please contact them at 

muermlm@gmail.com. 

SAINTS OF THE WEEK

Tuesday, 9/8 - Nativity of Our Lady – only the births of 

Christ , John the Baptist and Our Lady are celebrated in 

the liturgical calendar. 

Wednesday, 9/9 - St. Peter Claver – Jesuit, missionary 

priest ministering to Africans who were transported and 

sold as slaves in what is now Columbia. 

Friday, 9/11 - Patriot day – National Day or 

mourning and remembrance of the World 

Trade Center attack.

FAMILIES OF PARISHES

Over the next two years, all parishes of the 

Archdiocese of Detroit will join other parishes in 

new groupings called “Families of Parishes.” 

Families of Parishes are groups of parishes, gen-

erally three to six, sharing resources to advance 

the mission. As a response to AOD suggestion, 

last Monday I hosted a lunch with pastors of our 

neighboring parishes: St. Paul, St. Matthew and 

St. Ambrose to share some ideas, concerns and 

enjoy fraternal time. 

This new model of Families will allow the priests, 

Continued on page 3
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deacons, and lay staff associated with each parish to 

better share their gifts and talents with the whole Family 

of Parishes. The premises of this new creation is: declin-

ing and aging population of priests and deacons, de-

clining number of people participating in the life of the 

parish and less financial resources. Archbishop Vigneron 

stated that our mission to unleash the Gospel hasn’t 

changed, but how we approach that mission must shift 

in response to our circumstances. We must move for-

ward with greater collaboration and better stewardship 

of our resources. Please read the Vicariate News and 

visit: https://www.familiesofparishes.org/ for more infor-

mation.  

 

ELECTION 2020 

We are in the home stretch of the election season, the 

Archdiocese of Detroit has prepared a special website 

www.aod.org/responsible-citizenship with many re-

sources for all, including a letter from Archbishop Vigne-

ron and guidelines from the USCCB and MCC. I encour-

age you to visit this page and share it with others.  

 

COVID 19 AT ST. CLARE 

Given the current situation of the COVID-19 crisis and all 

the things associated with it, I would like to offer a few 

thoughts:  

 

SAFETY FIRST 

We have maintained the safety protocols prescribed by 

the Archdiocese and I can say: our procedures work 

and they do matter to all of us, because they help us 

keep everyone safe (masks, social distancing, sanitizing, 

less singing, etc.) We have ample sanitation stations, 

extra wipes, disposal baskets, extra masks, directional 

signs and warnings. Our ushers assist with seating and 

Communion procedures. We have asked parishioners 

attending Masses to evaluate our current plan and 

make suggestions. We have put them in place to the 

best of our ability.  

 

Our church seating capacity is 840, the Governor’s de-

cree allows 50% capacity, in our case that would be 

420. With Social distancing regulations that means 200 

for our church.  Since the reopening of the Church for 

services in June our Sunday Mass attendance has not 

exceed 120 participants. On average there are 80 at 

each weekend Mass. We have plenty of room with 

good social distancing for each of our 4 pm, 9 am and 

11 am weekend Masses. Weekday morning Mass at 8 

am on Wednesday and Friday average 15 participants, 

evening Mass on Tuesday and Thursday at 6:30pm aver-

age 35 participants.  
 

COMMUNICATING WITH YOU 

At the beginning of summer we sent a letter to all regis-

tered parishioners. We post all new information on our 

parish website, Facebook and in our Bulletin, and we 

used these media platforms to inform and share what is 

happening in our parish and school. We regularly up-

date and send Constant Contact messages to all who 

are signed up and we joined the Evangelus platform to 

stay connected and informed. Our parish app is con-

stantly refreshed.   The following links can provide more 

information: 

https://stclarem.org/social-media 

https://stclarem.org/constant-contact-newsletter 

https://stclarem.org/evangelus 

 

SEEING IS BELIEVING 

For some, seeing is believing. We livestream our 9 am 

Sunday Mass and weekday Mass, as well as funerals if 

the family desires so that those unable to attend can 

participate virtually. We also do this so anyone can see 

what Mass looks like with the safety protocols in place 

and get a firsthand view of what people do when they 

receive Communion, how much people are singing, or 

if the usual area you sit in is crowded. With the current 

limitations we know that the angle of the camera is un-

favorable, and we are looking to remedy this in the 

near future.  

  

CHECK-IN 

As a Parish Team we have called every household in 

our directory to check in with families to see how you 

were doing. We are planning to do this again. We have 

updated our data. We have asked if you have any 

needs or prayer requests. Those prayers were placed in 

the prayer basket and we pray them during our daily 

and now weekly rosary. We have held zoom meetings 

with Parish Council, Finance Committee, School Com-

missions, Faith Formations, and the chairs of our parish 

ministries to pray for and support each other, stay in-

formed, connected, and keep our ministries running.  

 

Even with the dispensation from attending Mass in per-

son that has been extended by the Archbishop, we are 

committed to reach out and engage all our parishion-

ers. While times may feel uncertain and pandemic is still 

not over yet, we continue to share our faith, love and 

mercy of God for us. Whether you - our parishioner are 

joining us in person or engaging remotely, here at St. 

Clare we want to help you to grow in faith, draw closer 

to the Lord, stay connected with the parish and school 

community. Be assured of our prayers and love.  
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Labor Day and Flu Shots

Labor Day has arrived!  Wishing all my 

St. Clare family and friends a wonderful 

Labor Day weekend.  During this busy 

and often chaotic time, I hope you can 

find a little bit of peace and happiness.  

As we launch into fall and the month of 

September, we are not sure what the new normal will 

bring.  St. Clare Parish and the Christian Service Com-

mission is committed to finding ways to connect with 

our parishioners as well as continue to provide for the 

needs of the many organizations we assist.

St. Clare Parish will offer flu and pneumonia 

shots on October 2, 2020.  Please sign up in 

advance using the link and information pro-

vided here.  Don’t delay, plan to protect 

yourself and loved ones by getting a flu 

shot.  Questions may be directed to our Parish Nurse, 

Agnes Topacio: 313-737-9575.

Flu Shot Info

https://flu.vna.org

Clinic ID: 311 | Passcode: SRBkF4Y

Mike McDevitt 313-647-5025|Christian Service Coord.  

mmcdevitt@stclarem.org

Faith Formation

Happy Labor Day Weekend.

St. Joseph the Worker, pray for us.  Let 

us pray this weekend 1) That we love 

our job/ministry. 2) for the unemployed 

or under employed. 3) For just wages. 

4) That we reach out to coworkers. 5) 

for those in unpleasant working condi-

tions. 6) That we thank God that we 

have a job/ministry. 

First Communion:

Congratulations to our young ones who received their 

First Holy Communion at a special Mass last Saturday. It 

was a beautiful, quiet, meaningful liturgy.  May they and 

we, always keep Jesus close to our heart and receive 

Him frequently in Holy Communion. 

Children’s Religious Education:

Some things are still in process, but classes will begin with 

face to face instruction starting in October.

Watch the bulletin, website, constant contact for further 

information.  

Adult Faith Formation: 

Keep in touch with us through this bulletin.  The planning 

team has met this past week so more details will be 

coming next week.  

Sr. Kathy Avery | skavery@stclarem.or

Christian Service Corner

Collection Report - August 30, 2020

Parishioner Envelopes $5,842

Online Giving $1,428

Total Collection: $7,270

Goal $10,331

Under for the week by: ($3,062)

Be Bold. Be Holy. Be Catholic.

Thank you for supporting the New Evangelization.

Login to WeShare

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Dear St. Clare of Montefalco Families, 
 

Two weeks are behind us with our 

hugely successful Parent/Student/

Teacher Orientation Meetings and our 

First Week of School happening in 

face to face capacities.  We had 

every single family except one (let us 

know they were on vacation) attend 

the Orientation sessions.  We implemented a few differ-

ent interactions with the students. Our Grade 5 stu-

dents met their teacher through zoom in their class-

room. Rain on Wednesday had Sr. Kathy and Father 

Andrew suggest we use the church instead of zooming 

for our first meet ups with grade 2 and grade 1 families.  

All our orientation meet ups were moving.  The commit-

ment the St. Clare of Montefalco School families have 

toward making sure everyone is kept safe during this 

unusual time is to be commended.  Parents and chil-

dren had temperatures taken before they left their cars 

to attend the meetings. This same process was used 

this past week when the young people came to school 

for their first week of lessons.  

 

Lessons during the first week focused on processes and 

procedures allowing mask wearing and six foot dis-

tancing to become second nature once on school 

property.  Lunch and recess times plus entering and 

exiting the school in a scaffolding manner were prac-

ticed too. Safety is our priority.  Half days allowed for 

our students to embrace these new practices knowing 

they would go home to take a break this first week with 

half days.   

The upcoming week following Labor Day is one begin-

ning with a half day, two full days and then our first Vir-

tual Friday for all students in KG through GD 8.  In a few 

weeks all students in Grades 3 thru Grade 8 will have 

new Chromebooks.  The younger children will all have 

iPads. We troubleshoot right up front to make sure all of 

our families will be ready if, for some reason, a class or 

the school needs to go to Distance Learning before 

our one to one Chromebooks arrive.    As we await the 

arrival of these devices we need to know we can 

reach our children to impart our lessons to them in the 

Google Classroom platform.  

 

The teachers, staff, PTO and many parishioners have 

gone above and beyond measure volunteering and 

donating their time to assure our school would be 

ready for our students.  Even our Archdiocese Superin-

tendent Kevin Kijewski  addressed all families in a letter 

reminding families it will take everyone to make sure 

school is successful this school year.  Read letter here. 

 

My personal thanks goes out to all of you.  My word, I 

really believe your prayers, support, and optimism are 

going to put St. Clare of Montefalco Catholic School in 

the forefront of educational options for families in our 

greater community.  

 

Peace, safe health, and love sent 

your way, 

 

Principal 

ST. CLARE PARISH COMMUNITY 

St. Clare School 

Have you considered that this time of challenge and uncertainty could possibly be the Church in Detroit’s finest 

hour? This is a time for our parishes and communities to do what we do best: rise up. In southeast Michigan, we 

are no strangers to challenges, and we, with the grace and love of God, have always been resilient, rising from 

the ashes and overcoming these trials. 

 

Over the past year, even amidst trial, we haven’t stopped working to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, or 

equip individuals to know the love of God. This pandemic has not stopped us from sharing the Gospel! But this  

mission isn’t something we can do alone. Your generosity to the Catholic Services Appeal makes all these efforts 

possible. It brings livestreamed Mass to those who can’t attend, powers our Christian Service programs and  

outreach, helps us learn how to better share Jesus in our diverse and multicultural Detroit community, and helps 

individuals and families grow closer to God even while physically distanced. Your gifts to the CSA does all this, and 

so much more. 

 

Jesus told his disciples, “Rise up, and be not afraid.” Now it is our turn to answer the call, to rise up and be united in 

the mission of Christ. Please, prayerfully consider making a one-time or recurring gift to help continue this mission 

and to help each parish, family, and individual throughout the Archdiocese bring the hope of Jesus and his  

message to Southeast Michigan and beyond. 

Catholic Service Appeal 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Saturday, September 5
4:00 PM St. Clare Parishioners

Sunday, September 6
9:00 AM Maggie Cassar 

Susan Kuhl
11:00 AM Edna Fekin (14th Anniv.)

Milda Figueras (1 yr. Anniv.) 
Joann Giffer

Tuesday, September 8 - Devotion to St. Michael
6:30 PM St. Clare Parishioners

Wednesday, September 9 - Devotion to our Lady
8:00 AM All Healthcare Professionals

Thursday, September 10
6:30 PM All Teachers and Students 

Friday, September 11 - Divine Mercy Chaplet
8:00 AM Maggie Gravino

Jeremiah and Anna Bronson
William B. McNanney

(Special Intention)

Saturday, September 12
4:00 PM Emanuel Buhagiar

Maggie Cassar
Barbara Boks

Sunday, September 13
9:00 AM The Brotherhood of Hope 

(Celebrating 40 Years of Ministry)

11:00 AM Colleen Giffer
Mary and Pete Maniaci
Tim Riley
Kathleen M. Leavey-Hatty (2nd Anniv.)

Make a Prayer Request

313-647-5000 #9

https://stclarem.org/make-a-prayer-request

To add/remove from the prayer list go to:
https://stclarem.org/prayer-list

Michael Anderanin II

Marti Benedetti

Anne Berschback 

Karen Bolton

Krista Brenneman

Henry & Charles 

Brenneman

Betty Burt

Ann Carson 

Marie Ciaramitaro

Glenn Closurdo

Robin Dalby

Kathie DeMumbrum

Nicole DeRosa 

Terry DeRosa

Donna Dettmer

Helen Edmonds 

Karen Galkowski

Patrick Giffer 

Clayton Guensche 

Christine Kahanak

William C. Hess

Ted Kirles

Robert Koch

Ashleigh Kohlitz 

Mary Ellen LeRoy

Anita Leisen

Joseph Lisy

Bahia Mahfet

Josephine Marino

Mary Ann McGrail 

Mary Ann McLaughlin

George R McMullen, Jr. 

William B. McNanney 

Sarah McPharlin

Kyle McPherson 

Lynn Miller 

Jo Ann Morandini

Jim Olinzock 

Kathy Overton

Katerina Palucaj

Dennis Panas

Mary Beth Panas

Carol Provencal 

Bob Phillips

Anne Purvis

Lawrence Radgowski

William Rigg 

Larry Rochwalski

Kathleen Root 

Kathleen Ruggero 

Charles Rutherford

Karen Sapp 

Michael Scanlon 

Barbara Shaheen

Father James Smalarz 

Dolores Stefanski 

Neal Steinmetz

Albert Sullivan

Diane Sullivan

Brian Tague 

Tracy Tripp

Jeffrey P. Valentic

Meghan White 

Robbie Williams

All Suffering from

COVID-19

Weekly Mass Intentions Please Remember in your Prayers

Sunday Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Ez 33:7-9; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Rom 13:8-
10; Mt 18:15-20

Monday Labor Day

1 Cor 5:1-8; Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12; Lk 6:6-11

Tuesday Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary

Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6ab, 6c; 

Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or Mt 1:18-23

Wednesday Memorial of Saint Peter Claver, Priest

1 Cor 7:25-31; Ps 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17; 

Lk 6:20-26

Thursday 1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab,
23-24; Lk 6:27-38

Friday 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6, 
12; Lk 6:39-42

Saturday The Most Holy Name of Mary

1 Cor 10:14-22; Ps 116:12-13, 17-18; 

Lk 6:43-49

Sunday Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sir 27:30—28:7; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11
-12; Rom 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35

Scripture Readings for the 

Week of September 6, 2020
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17819 East Warren • Detroit, MI 48224
pointeautotech@yahoo.com

pointeautotech.com

WASHER / DRYER
REPAIR

Call Dave Dressler

G.E., Whirlpool, Kenmore Specialist

(586) 791-4466

  — Stoves & Refrigerators —

313/882-7152
19511 Mack avenue • Grosse Pointe Woods

We shall never know all the good that a 
simple smile can do.     ~Mother Teresa 

Hardwood 
Flooring

44275 Groesbeck Hwy
Clinton Twp., MI

(586) 323-9476

Patrick F. O’Hara, P.C.

377 Fisher Road • Suite F
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

Income Tax Services

(313) 885-9700

Certified Public Accountants

www.OHaraCPA.net

By frequenting these advertisers 
you are directly supporting the 

publication of this bulletin.
Call Deb Myers 800-783-1623 for details!
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Kay Agney
Broker/Owner

Parishioner at
St. Clare of Montefalco

Higbie Maxon Agney
has been proud to

serve Grosse Pointe
since 1929

office: 313.886.3400
cell: 313.460.3041

kay@higbiemaxon.com Michael J. Fikany
Broker/Owner

FIKANY
JAMES R.

REAL ESTATE
CO.

16824 Kercheval Place, Suite 202, Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

A Great Experience
Of Family Togetherness

Open 6:30 am - 4 pm
7 Days a Week

20273 Mack Ave. 884-4144

586-779-9200

FREE
ESTIMATES

M . T.  C H A R G O T
B U I L D I N G  C O .

Serving the
Community
Since 1980

New World Design, Old World Craftsmanship

Mark T. Chargot Specializing in:
586-759-6842
www.mtchargotbuilding.com

Additions • Renovations
Kitchens • Bathrooms

CELEBRATING

years

Breakfast & Lunch  313.458.8440
 18480 Mack Ave   Grosse Pointe

Providing Insurance 
and Financial Services

George Humphry
Agent, Parishioner

734-728-1100
www.georgehumphry.com$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts - 24 Hour Emergency Service
WaterWorkPlumbing.com313-558-8757

Matthew McGrail, Owner/Executive Chef
www.corkandgabel.com l Reservations: 313-638-2261

2415 Michigan Ave Corktown

Voted Metro Times Best New Restaurant
in Wayne County, 2019

Featured in Hour Magazine 
January 2020

Your One-stop garden shop for 91 years!

17727 Mack Ave.  •  313-882-9085

Tables
Tents &
Chairs

$2.00 OFF
20 LB. PROPANE FILL

WITH COUPON
Trust Pointe Carpet Care

for all your cleaning needs!

Grosse Pointe owned & operated

for over 20 years!

Pointe Carpet CarePointe Carpet Care

Sooner or later
everyone calls*

313-882-5450*
www.pointcarpetcare.com

levoix
harlevoix and Alter Rd.)
oit, MI 48215

ee Estimates –
Quality Repair

COLLISIONAlter
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