
From the Desk of Fr. Andrew
Happy New Year!

I said happy, certainly we wish hap-
piness for ourselves our loved ones 
and friends, but as we begin a new 
year, the question is: What will this 
year be like? What will it bring? An 
end to COVID, a united country, a 
stable economy?  How about our 

health, peace, and happiness in our families? As our 
catholic community of the Archdiocese embarks on 
the collaboration of Families of Parishes, what will 
that look like? There is so much unknown, perhaps a 
bit of fear, pondering the uncertain, it is hard to look 
to the future with a sense of ease. 

With these and other questions in mind, we come to 
celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God. 
She is called Theotokos – God bearer, for God sent 
his Son born of a woman. The feast of Mary the 
Mother of God is the oldest Marian Feast in the liturgi-
cal calendar. On this first day of the New Year we 
pray through the intercession of our Blessed Mary, for 
peace in the world, that each of us will be a “God 
bearer” in this world, in our families, places of work, 
churches, meetings – all that we do and who we are.  
With questions and unknowns in mind, but with Mary 
at our side we begin the year with joy and hope be-
cause we heard the promises of Advent; we saw the 
miracle of Christmas, and now trusting the Lord we 
need to proclaim, and live it by putting it into prac-
tice. This is the promise and miracle of the Good 
News that has never changed, altered, or lost its 
power. How do we do that? Here is a quote I re-
member hearing at one of the parish retreats: 

"I have come to a frightening conclusion. I am the 
decisive element in my home, parish, or place of 
work. It is my personal approach that creates the 
climate. It is my daily mood that makes the weather. 
As a family member, parishioner, or staff member I 
possess tremendous power to make another person's 
life miserable or joyous. I can be a tool of torture or 
an instrument of inspiration. I can humiliate or humor, 
hurt or heal. In all situations it is my response that de-
cides whether a crisis will be escalated or de-

escalated, and a person humanized or dehuman-
ized" (Anonymous).

As we all make New Year’s resolutions – let’s make 
this one: be a decisive element in your family, parish, 
school, and place of work; that makes things good, 
blessed, and is a blessing to others in deed and 
word. Be Bold, Be Holy, Be Catholic.

BLESSING OF OUR HOMES
It is our tradition to mark the doors of our homes with 
chalk and this inscription: 20+C+M+B+21. The number 
of the new year is split at the beginning and end. The 
initials C, M, and B represent the Three Kings, the 
three crosses stand for “saint.” The Bible says that 
there were three gifts, but never says how many ma-
gi brought them. Nonetheless the tradition claims 
there were three and even ascribed them the 
names of Melchior, Balthasar, and Casper. In icono-
graphy, one is often depicted with dark skin. Their 
remains are said to be in Cologne, Germany. The 
letters also abbreviate the prayer: “Christus Man-
sionem Benedicat” which means May Christ Bless 
this House. So on Sunday, the feast of the Epiphany, 
you may take the chalk home, gather around the 
inside of the front door, and use it to inscribe the 
numbers and letters on the frame while saying: “May 
Christ bless this house, dwell with us, keep us from all 
harm, and make us one in mind and heart, now and 
forever.” Throughout the year those who come and 
go through that door will enjoy the blessing of Christ.

FEAST OF EPIPHANY
This blessing of our homes comes really from the im-
ages of the Gospel today – three kings from the East 
are led to the infant Christ in a mysterious way in 
which God is manifesting Himself to the world. It is the 
continuation of the celebration of Christmas – great 
Epiphany of God Emmanuel, the Epiphany of the 
love of God that shines forth in Christ’s Light. As we 
celebrate the mystery of God among us, we pray 
that the Light of Christ may draw us closer to be-
come the true disciples of Jesus and may illuminate 
the places and instances where we can see God’s 
presence in our midst. 

January 3, 2021
The Epiphany of the Lord

continued on pg. 3
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Bulletin Articles and Insert Requests Deadline 
Monday at 11am | Please send all requests to: bulletin@stclarem.org 

ST. CLARE PARISH COMMUNITY 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NUT SALE 

NUTS FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT, NUTS FOR GIFTS!!   

Gourmet nuts (36oz. can) and/or  Delicious Delights (assorted nuts covered with dark and milk choco-

late in an attractive tin).  $22 apiece 
 

Contact Lou Di Iorio for information, delivery and payment at ldii101528@aol.com 

Start Date Start Time Subject Location 

Monday 

1/4/2021 

7:30 PM Christian Service Meeting Virtual Meeting 

Tuesday 

1/5/2021  

4:00 PM Silent Meditation Rectory Chapel 

6:00 PM Confessions Church; Family Room 

6:30 PM Tuesday Evening Mass & St. Michael 

   and Angels Devotion 

Church 

Wednesday 

1/6/2021  

7:30 AM Confessions Church; Family Room 

9:00 AM Wednesday Faith Formation (hybrid) Church Social Hall - All; Zoom 

4:30 PM Intercessory Prayer Group Rectory Chapel 

6:00 PM Adoration & Christmas Carols Church 

Thursday 

1/7/2021  

9:00 AM Thursday Faith Formation: Men's Bible Study (hybrid) Church Social Hall - All; Zoom 

6:00 PM Confessions Church; Family Room 

8:30 PM Rosary: Live from the Rectory Chapel Parish Facebook Page 

Friday 

1/8/2021  

7:30 AM Confessions Church; Family Room 

9:00 AM Friday Faith Formation (hybrid) Church Social Hall - All; Zoom 

10:00 AM All School (Virtual) Mass Rectory Chapel; School Facebook Pg 

6:30 PM Confirmation: Rite of Welcome Church 

Saturday 

1/9/2021  

2:30 PM Saturday Confessions Church 

4:00 PM Saturday Mass Church 

Sunday 

1/10/2021  

9:00 AM Sunday Mass Church 

9:45 AM Religious Education (after 9 a.m. Mass) Church Social Hall - All 

10:00 AM Confirmation: Rite of Welcome Church 

11:00 AM Sunday Mass Church 

Pledged: $74,654 
 

MANY THANKS to those who have re-

sponded with a gift or a 

pledge!  As you can see, 

we have exceeded our 

goal!  Remember that 

100% of all funds over our 

goal come back directly 

to St. Clare, with no AOD 

assessment.  Thank you for 

the many ways you serve 

one another as Bold, 

Catholic, and Holy peo-

ple of God! 

Catholic Service Appeal 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



St. Clare of Montefalco, Grosse Pointe Park, MI  Page 3 The Congregation of Saint Michael the Archangel 

ST. CLARE PARISH COMMUNITY 

Father Andrew continued from pg. 1 

SAINTS OF THE WEEK 

✓ Tuesday St. John Neumann, Bishop (1811-1860) the 

First Bishop of the United States to be canonized, 

emigrated from Bohemia, became bishop of Phila-

delphia, and founded the first diocesan school sys-

tem.  

✓ Wednesday – St. Andrew Bessette, Religious (1845-

1937) known as Brother Andre, porter of Montreal, 

brother of the Holy Cross Fathers with great devo-

tion to St. Joseph, builder of the Oratory of St. Jo-

seph in Montreal. 

  

GOOD NEWS OF ST. CLARE 

This bulletin covers the end of the Twelve Days of Christ-

mas (Jan. 6) so I would also like to share with you 

Twelve Good News Happenings within our community.   

 

1. With a vaccine now being distributed there is 

hope on the horizon.  To all the people, many 

our parishioners, who are the front-line workers 

that kept us from going without, we thank you 

for your sacrifice and dedication. 

2. The renovations of the restrooms in the lower lev-

el. I want to thank Fritz Schaible the chair of the 

Renovation Committee for his hard work head-

ing up this project. 

3. In January new technology will be installed 

providing quality livestream broadcast capabili-

ties in our church and parish hall. Colleen Kee-

lan, Mark Fikany, and Michael McDevitt took on 

this task, researched and selected two compa-

nies to submit proposals for our new system. The 

Finance Committee supported the selection, 

and the project was awarded to Simoni System 

Inc. We anticipate by the end of this month the 

system will be in place.  

4. The new initiative introduced to our Archdiocese 

on Pentecost Sunday 2020, which will enrich and 

support our parishes, ministries, and mission. It is 

called Family of Parishes. This initiative is in the 

second phase where the grouping of families 

was announced on Dec. 9, 2020. The plan is de-

signed to be implemented in two waves. The first 

wave will occur July 2021. We are part of the 

second wave scheduled for 2022.  Our family 

group is St. Clare, St. Paul, St. Ambrose, and St. 

Matthew.  

5. Following our tradition we give everyone a 

Christmas gift-book from the parish, compliments 

of Sr. Kathy and the Parish Team.  I hope you will 

enjoy the daily reflections provided, a good way 

to start each morning!  

6. Our school, that bravely withstood the “attack” 

of the COVID pandemic, and its related winds. 

With a tremendous amount of daily diligence 

and research of the ever-changing data to de-

termine what was the best course to follow that 

would ensure the safety and wellbeing of our 

school population, we were able, and will con-

tinue to provide quality education thanks to our 

School Administration led by the Principal Ann 

Crowley and dedicated teachers and staff.  

7. Our Ushers, for their presence at our services en-

suring our safety protocols keep all our parishion-

ers and guests safe when visiting our church over 

the last six months, especially the holidays.  We 

have been very good with this, lets keep it up. 

Your cooperation is what makes this possible. 

8. Our Ministers of Care: Stephen Ministers, Be-

reavement, and Connect who quietly journey 

with those walking a difficult life path and 

providing support to our grieving families as they 

process the loss of a loved one.  

9.  Thanks to Zoom and other platforms we were 

and are able to stay connected, be in touch 

with one another (Mass – school/parish, Rosary 

and Devotions, Meetings, Faith Formation. You 

can even attend the Mass around the world if 

you do not like the length of my homily!) etc. 

10. Garden Club – for keeping our grounds beautiful 

and clean.  

11. The lectors, eucharistic ministers, sacristans, and 

musicians who continue to provide the support 

that enhances our worship services. 

12. The last but certainly not the least, I want you to 

know how privileged we are, the staff of our St. 

Clare Community, to be able to serve each and 

every one of you here at St. Clare. You truly are 

a Eucharistic people who celebrate your faith, 

live out the Gospel message, and model for us 

what it means to be the living Church in these 

challenging times.  

 

…and that my friends is just the beginning of the Good 

News of 2021! 

 

In closing, from the parish staff, we wish you and your 

loved ones many blessings and graces throughout 

these holy seasons of Good News. Keep us in your 

prayers and you may be assured that we pray for all of 

you.  

 

Be Bold, Be Holy, Be Catholic. 

 

Happy New Year, 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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May you enjoy a beautiful, happy, 

healthy, and holy New Year.  Thank 

you for having your child/children in 

our religious education program.  A 

large thank you to our catechists.  Do 

you know who your child’s teacher is?  

Are you following what each of your 

children are learning?  Do you pray 

with them? Discuss the Sunday readings with them?  

Christmas Book: The book that has been distributed 

to you at the Mass on Christmas should give you a 

great way to begin prayer with the brief sayings of 

Mother Theresa of Calcutta. She calls us to “Do 

Something Beautiful for God.”  I challenge you to 

keep this book on your dining room table and each 

morning or evening when you gather for a meal, you 

read the quote for the day. Perhaps this will spark a 

discussion and lead to a family action for others.

Children’s Religious Education:  There are no classes 

this week.  They will resume next Sunday, January 10, 

2021.  Students who are online have a Gospel Weekly 

they can use this week.  

Adult Faith Formation. Our classes will begin again 

January 14.  We will be studying Scripture by using 

the Sunday Gospel Readings to review and prepare 

for the Sunday liturgies.

Sr. Kathy Avery | skavery@stclarem.org

ST. CLARE PARISH COMMUNITY

Christian Service Corner

A sincere thank you to everyone who 

participated in the 2020 Giving Tree Pro-

ject.  We had a marvelous turnout of 

donations of wonderful gifts and gift 

cards for our six area organizations.  

Considering the challenges during this 

COVID-19 pandemic, they were all de-

lighted that we were still able to support 

their efforts to keep our most vulnerable warm and fed.  

We had many of our stay at home parishioners send in 

gifts from Amazon or dropped off packages at the Par-

ish Office.  Thank you for helping us continue to pro-

vide assistance to our friends and neighbors in need.

Give the gift of life!  Please sign-up for our 

St. Clare Blood Drive to be held in the Social 

Hall on Friday, January 15.  Thank you, Ag-

nes, for organizing this event.  For an ap-

pointment, log onto the Redcrossblood.org 

(Sponsor code: stclare13) or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-

800-733-2767).  If questions, call Agnes at 313-737-9575.

Be BOLD Be HOLY Be CATHOLIC

Faith Formation

Mike McDevitt | Christian Service Commission

313-647-5025 | mmcdevitt@stclarem.org

CAUTION: Winter conditions create slip-

pery surfaces. Please use extreme care 

walking around church and school 

property.  Watch for black ice and une-

ven surfaces that may exist due to 

freezing temperatures.  Wishing you a safe and 

healthy Christmas and New Year!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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ST. CLARE SCHOOL

The staff and students at St. Clare of 

Montefalco are ready to welcome the 

new year! Our school community 

enjoyed a nice Christmas break that 

allowed everyone to celebrate the birth 

of Jesus and the coming of the new 

year, although celebrations certainly 

looked different this year. We look 

forward to the blessings that will come our way in 2021.

Just before dismissing for Christmas break, four new 

students were inducted into the St. Clare of Montefalco 

chapter of National Junior Honor Society. These students 

joined the two current members to form a total group of 

six outstanding students. In order to be accepted into 

National Junior Honor Society (NJHS), students must 

exemplify the five pillars of the organization: leadership, 

scholarship, citizenship, character, and service. The 

NJHS students at St. Clare exhibit all these qualities and 

more. Our NJHS students act as student leaders by 

exceeding academic expectations and leading school-

wide service projects. Recent projects include weeding 

the school playground and collecting donations for 

pregnant mothers in need. The students in NJHS, 

especially the newest members, are looking forward to 

leading their fellow students in future service-driven 

activities. 

As we begin this new year, St. Clare School wishes you 

and your family nothing but happiness, love, and safety. 

We are so thankful to be blessed with such an incredible 

Catholic community.

With the deepest respect,

We studied about simple and complex machines and 

the meaning of work, now we are creating Rube Gold-

berg machines to show off that knowledge.  We are 

excited to see everyone’s creations in January.

Linear equations and slopes are the key words in math 

this month.  IXL keeps us on our toes and is a great re-

view of material.

We are beginning our literature unit on “The Diary of a 

Young Girl---Anne Frank”.  One of the most poignant 

pieces to this unit is watching an Oscar winning docu-

mentary of a survivor of the Holocaust, Gerda Weis-

mann, telling her story of what she went through.  It re-

ally brings things to life.  As always, AR is a big part of 

our reading program.  The 2nd quarter deadline is Mon-

day, Jan. 25.  Students, remember that you need 15 

points and 5 non-fiction points.

As the new year begins, here are our wishes:

✓ A vaccine for COVID and no more masks

✓ Less corruption in our world

✓ For everything to go back to normal

✓ For people to be kinder to each other

Here’s wishing you the best for the new year!!!! 

Happy New Year from the 8th Grade

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Please Remember in your Prayers 

ST. CLARE PARISH COMMUNITY 

add/remove from the prayer list go to: 

https://stclarem.org/prayer-list 

Weekly Mass Intentions 

Michael Anderanin II 

Patricia Barszenski  

Marti Benedetti 

Anne Berschback  

Karen Bolton 

Krista & Gary Brenneman 

Henry & Charles Brenneman 

Richard & Bonnie Brenneman 

Betty Burt 

Ann Carson  

Art Cervi 

Marie Ciaramitaro 

Glenn Closurdo 

Robin Dalby 

Camille DeMario  

Kathie DeMumbrum 

Nicole DeRosa  

Terry DeRosa 

Donna Dettmer 

Lynn Dodge 

Helen Edmonds  

Karen Galkowski 

Patrick Giffer  

Sonia Grospe  

Michael Guadagnoli 

Clayton Guensche  

Laura Hall 

Christine Kahanak 

Ted Kirles 

Robert Koch 

Ashleigh Kohlitz  

Scott Kooken 

Mary Ellen LeRoy 

Anita Leisen 

Joseph Lisy 

Kamil Loskot  

Bahia Mahfet 

Josephine Marino 

Mary Ann McGrail  

Mary Ann McLaughlin 

George R McMullen, Jr.  

William B. McNanney  

Sarah McPharlin 

Kyle McPherson  

Lynn Miller  

Jo Ann Morandini 

Charlene Murray 

Kathy Overton 

Wilberto Pablo  

Katerina Palucaj 

Dennis Panas 

Mary Beth Panas 

Carol Provencal  

Bob Phillips 

Anne Purvis 

Lawrence Radgowski 

William Rigg  

Larry Rochwalski 

Kathleen Root  

Kathleen Ruggero  

Charles Rutherford 

Karen Sapp  

Michael Scanlon  

Barbara Shaheen 

Father James Smalarz  

Dolores Stefanski  

Neal Steinmetz 

Ross Stone  

Albert Sullivan 

Diane Sullivan 

Brian Tague  

Tracy Tripp 

Jeffrey P. Valentic 

Chris Walsh  

Meghan White  

Robbie Williams 

All Suffering from 

COVID-19 

Sunday Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 

 Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; 

 Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 
Monday Memorial of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, 

 Religious 

 1 Jn 3:22—4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a; Mt 4:12-17, 

 23-25 

Tuesday Memorial of Saint John Neumann, Bishop 

 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44 

Wednesday Saint André Bessette, Religious 

 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; Mk 6:45-52 

Thursday Saint Raymond of Penyafort, Priest 

 1 Jn 4:19—5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17; 

 Lk 4:14-22a 

Friday 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20; 

 Lk 5:12-16 

Saturday 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 9b; 

 Jn 3:22-30 

Sunday Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

 Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11; Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10  

 or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 (3); Acts 10:34-38 or 

 1 Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Saturday, January 2 

 4:00 PM  St. Clare Parishioners 

Sunday, January 3 

 9:00 AM  Frank Boks 

   Chris Clogg 

   Annie Krueger (3rd. Anniv.) 

   Salvatore (Bill) Lipuma 

 11:00 AM  Robert, Judy & Ted Meek 

   Patricia McKeever 

Tuesday, January 5 - Devotion to St. Michael 

 6:30 PM  Religious Freedom 

Wednesday, January 6  

 8:00 AM  For an end to the Pandemic 

Thursday, January 7 

 6:30 PM  Melvin Kirles 

Friday, January 8 

 8:00 AM  All Frontline Workers, Healthcare 

Professionals,  First Responders, and 

those Suffering from Illness 

Saturday, January 9 

 4:00 PM  George and Barbara Peever  

   Susan Stewart (3 month anniv.) 

Sunday, January 10 

 9:00 AM  Elizabeth Maertens 

 11:00 AM  Aura Casabar 

   Patricia McKeever 

December 20, 2020 - Sunday Collection 

Parishioner Envelopes  $3,801 

Online Giving $3,701 

Total Collection: $7,502 

Goal $10,331 

Under for the week by: ($2,830) 

Be Bold. Be Holy. Be Catholic. 

Thank you for supporting the New Evangelization. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



SAINT CLARE of MONTEFALCO
PARISH BUSINESS DIRECTORY

It is through the commitment of these advertisers that this
bulletin is published COST FREE to our Parish.

17819 East Warren • Detroit, MI 48224
pointeautotech@yahoo.com

pointeautotech.com

WASHER / DRYER
REPAIR

Call Dave Dressler

G.E., Whirlpool, Kenmore Specialist

(586) 791-4466

  — Stoves & Refrigerators —

Hardwood 
Flooring

44275 Groesbeck Hwy
Clinton Twp., MI

(586) 323-9476

By frequenting these advertisers 
you are directly supporting the 

publication of this bulletin.
Call Deb Myers 800-783-1623 for details!

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Kay Agney
Broker/Owner

Parishioner at
St. Clare of Montefalco

Higbie Maxon Agney
has been proud to

serve Grosse Pointe
since 1929

office: 313.886.3400
cell: 313.460.3041

kay@higbiemaxon.com

16824 Kercheval Place, Suite 202, Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

A Great Experience
Of Family Togetherness

Open 6:30 am - 4 pm
7 Days a Week

20273 Mack Ave. 884-4144

M . T.  C H A R G O T
B U I L D I N G  C O .

Serving the
Community
Since 1980

New World Design, Old World Craftsmanship

Mark T. Chargot Specializing in:
586-759-6842
www.mtchargotbuilding.com

Additions • Renovations
Kitchens • Bathrooms

CELEBRATING

years

Breakfast & Lunch  313.458.8440
 18480 Mack Ave   Grosse Pointe

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

LICENSED & INSURED
MASTER PLUMBER

Senior Discounts - 24 Hour Emergency Service
WaterWorkPlumbing.com313-558-8757

Matthew McGrail, Owner/Executive Chef
www.corkandgabel.com l Reservations: 313-638-2261

2415 Michigan Ave Corktown

Voted Metro Times Best New Restaurant
in Wayne County, 2019

Featured in Hour Magazine 
January 2020

Your One-stop garden shop for 91 years!

17727 Mack Ave.  •  313-882-9085

Tables
Tents &
Chairs

$2.00 OFF
20 LB. PROPANE FILL

WITH COUPON
Trust Pointe Carpet Care

for all your cleaning needs!

Grosse Pointe owned & operated

for over 20 years!

Pointe Carpet CarePointe Carpet Care

Sooner or later
everyone calls*

313-882-5450*
www.pointcarpetcare.com

levoix
harlevoix and Alter Rd.)
oit, MI 48215

ee Estimates –
Quality Repair

COLLISIONAlter
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