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Przemyśl, 26 November 2022 
 
Dear Friends 
 

Pastoral Family Care Department, the official family ministry of the Archdiocese of 
Przemyśl, confronted with the outbreak of the war in Ukraine immediately organized help 
which soon evolved into a full-fledged assistance program. 

The program includes two stages: 
1. Reception: The people fleeing Ukraine (mostly women and children) are welcomed, 

given a place where they can rest, eat a square meal, take a shower, and wash their 
clothes. Additionally, they are provided with medical and psychological care through 
the collaboration of doctors and nurses from various countries. After the basic needs 
of the guests are met, we then start the process of helping them figure out what is next 
in their lives. 

2. Resettlement: Ukrainians receive support in finding more secure living conditions, 
including help with the necessary documents, job search, kindergarten/school for 
children 
As of today, the Pastoral Family Care Department has helped about 1,500 people. For 

about 1,300 of them a home was found in other European countries. We has worked with 
humanitarian organizations in Western Europe, mainly in France, Sweden and Spain, to make 
sure that apart from free accommodation and food, the refugees would receive help with 
administrative matters, employment, and school enrollment for children. The Department has 
also provided extensive help with transport, legal matters and job search within Poland.  

The most recent activity of the Pastoral Family Care Department, in close cooperation 
with the Weatherman Foundation from the United States, was the evacuation of numerous 
refugees from Zaporizhia and Mykolaiv in southeastern Ukraine. 

More than 160 volunteers from various countries have been involved in the program 
so far. Among them are Knights of Columbus Members from Detroit, MI, Parish Members 
and Pastor Andrew Kowalczyk from St. Clare of Montefalco Catholic Church in Grossse 
Pointe Park, MI and Ukrainian refugees who, after receiving professional help and support, 
became ambassadors of the project. 

The mission thus far has been funded primarily by the Weatherman Foundation, St. 
Clare of Montefalco Catholic Church and other smaller private donations. Currently, we do 
not expect continued material support from the two larger groups. 

As winter settles in, we expect a large influx of refugees due to the bombing of 
infrastructure and weather precluding people from living in their current conditions. The 
Department is in desperate need of funds in order to continue taking care of the Ukrainian 
guests living at the centers. The monthly cost of accommodation, food, transport, labor, 
medicine amounts to $137,000; given the Department’s present budget, and over 200 refugees 
currently under its care, the resources will suffice only to cover the cost of another month. We 
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have the ability to quickly increase our capacity to 500 refugees, but that will require 
additional funds.  

Let us share some more precise statistics:   
 Number of refugees helped: 1 457. 
 Total hotel nights paid: 44 708. 
 Average stay length per person: 31 days. 
 Average care cost per person: $22 per day - $700 per month (includes 

accommodation, food, transport, clothing, as well as medical, psychological, and 
educational care). 

 Number of residents in centers: about 200. 
 average program cost: $4,500 per day - $137,000 per month. 
 Last two weeks: 44 new people welcomed. 

I would be very grateful if you considered supporting the Ukrainian refugees with a 
donation to the Pastoral Family Care Foundation, created as a legal tool to continue the 
assistance program developed by the Department and to facilitate fundraising. Thank you in 
advance for all your kindness and generosity. 

Fundacja Duszpasterskiej Troski o Rodzinę (Pastoral Family Care Foundation). 37-
700 Przemyśl, ul. ks. P. Skargi 6. KRS 0001003268; NIP: 7952572776; REGON: 523710774. 
Bank accounts: PKO BP S.A. ODDZIAŁ 1 W PRZEMYŚLU. SWIFT: BPKOPLPW; 
IBAN: PL. (PLN) PL 93 1020 4274 0000 1902 0097 9773 (USD) PL 46 1020 4274 0000 
1002 0097 9799 (EUR) PL 98 1020 4274 0000 1702 0097 9781. 

 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
Fr. Marek Machała 
Director of the Pastoral Family Care Departement 
Chaplain of the migrants 
Archdioceses of Przemyśl, Poland 
President of the Pastoral Family Care Foundation 
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