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METRO DETROIT CHURCH AND NONPROFIT LEADERS RENEW 
EFFORTS TO SUPPORT UKRANIAN FAMILIES FLEEING THE WAR  

 
- Efforts are underway to raise $300,000 to provide food, shelter, and other 

essentials for refugees crossing the border into Poland 
- The group is looking into the possibility of bringing families from Ukraine to metro 

Detroit  
 
DETROIT, Mich. (December 13, 2022) – As families continue to seek refuge from the 
war in Ukraine, a coalition of metro Detroit church and nonprofit leaders is renewing 
fundraising efforts to help. The Detroit Community Partnership for Ukraine is asking for 
assistance from the local community to raise $300,000 to aid families whose lives have 
been turned upside down by the conflict, especially now as harsh winter conditions 
bring temperatures as low as 20 below zero. 
 
A press conference to outline their efforts will take place Thursday, December 15 at 
11am at 258 Milwaukee in Detroit. Members of the media are invited to attend. 
 
Reverend Jim Holley of Reverend Jim Holley International Ministries in Detroit and 
Father Andrew Kowalczyk of Saint Clare of Montefalco Parish in Grosse Pointe Park 
are partnering with Father Marek Machala with the Archdiocese of Przemysl and the 
Pastoral Family Care Foundation in Poland to provide food, shelter and supplies to 
families crossing the border into Poland with nowhere to go.  

“60,000 people a day were coming across the border at the height of the conflict,” 
explained Jack Lintol, a local volunteer who has made several trips to Poland to help. 
“95% are women and children. Some families we’ve seen have as many as 8 children.” 

To date, the group has already provided about $400,000 in funding to assist families at 
a hotel on the southeast border of Poland, now known as “Michigan House.” Refugees 
are given a place to stay for 1-2 weeks, along with food, blankets, clothing, and 
supplies. In addition, they receive help determining where they’ll go next. Volunteers 
from Michigan have also helped to renovate homes being used to provide temporary 
shelter. Additionally, the group has provided funding to take food and supplies directly 
into Ukraine. 

The funds being raised will provide continued support to the Pastoral Family Care 
Foundation, Operation Aid (which provides food boxes, water, nonperishable items, 
bandages, and medical supplies), other charities helping Ukrainian refugees, and a 
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possible effort to resettle 30 families in Detroit. Details and logistics for the resettlement 
effort are still being determined.  
 
Lighthouse, a Pontiac-based nonprofit fighting hunger, homelessness, and poverty, will 
provide its online crowdfunding platform HandUp to secure donations. Funds raised will 
be collected by Lighthouse and transferred to each of the respective charities.  
 
Anyone who would like to help can visit, https://handup.org/campaigns/ukraine. 
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