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THE BLESSED TRINITY 
WHAT GOD IS LIKE - FAITH SEEKING 
UNDERSTANDING

I BOW MY KNEES BEFORE THE FATHER, FROM WHOM 
EVERY FAMILY  IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH TAKES ITS 
NAME. I PRAY THAT, ACCORDING TO THE RICHES OF HIS 
GLORY, HE MAY GRANT THAT YOU MAY BE 
STRENGTHENED IN YOUR INNER BEING WITH POWER 
THROUGH HIS SPIRIT, AND THAT CHRIST MAY DWELL IN 
YOUR HEARTS THROUGH FAITH, AS YOU ARE BEING 
ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN LOVE. I PRAY THAT YOU MAY 
HAVE THE POWER TO COMPREHEND, WITH ALL THE 
SAINTS, WHAT IS THE BREADTH AND LENGTH AND 
HEIGHT AND DEPTH, AND TO KNOW THE LOVE OF CHRIST 
THAT SURPASSES KNOWLEDGE, SO THAT YOU MAY BE 
FILLED WITH ALL THE FULLNESS OF GOD. NOW TO HIM 
WHO BY THE POWER AT WORK WITHIN US IS ABLE TO 
ACCOMPLISH ABUNDANTLY FAR MORE THAN ALL WE 
CAN ASK OR IMAGINE, TO HIM BE GLORY IN THE CHURCH 
AND IN CHRIST JESUS TO ALL GENERATIONS, FOREVER 
AND EVER. AMEN. 

Ephesians 3:14-21 
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ANY QUESTIONS? 

WHAT GOD IS LIKE - FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN REASON AND FAITH 

Observable to the Senses 

Abstractions/Ideas 

Material World 

Immaterial World Knowable by our own power 

Knowable by a greater power 
GIVEN 

Given as a gift 

Received with trust 
Not contradictory to  
TRUTH observed naturally TRUTH 
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WHAT GOD IS - EXISTENCE AND ESSENCE

RECAP: THE CHURCH’S SYNTHESIS OF SCRIPTURE 
▸  God is One Divine Essence in Three Co-Equally Divine Persons - Father, Son, Holy Spirit 

▸  God possesses His Divine Essence through an ordered act of knowledge and love —> 
Begetter, Begotten, Life; Speaker, Word, Breath; Lover, Loved, Love 

▸  The Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed upholds the Divinity of the Son and the Spirit against 
Subordinationism and Arius, as well as the distinctions in God against the Monarchians 

▸  The Persons of the Trinity always are and work together in the way that is proper to each 

▸  Each Person of the Trinity is “in” the other - where one is the others are also 

▸  So, what does all that mean? 

IMAGES FROM 
SCRIPTURE 
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WHAT GOD IS LIKE - FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING

MANIFESTATIONS AND REPRESENTATIONS 

▸  A voice that speaks from heaven 

▸  A flame that burns but does not 
consume 

▸  Pillars of fire and smoke that guide us 

▸  Bread from heaven 

▸  Rock and water  

▸  Storm clouds, thunder, lightning 
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WHAT GOD IS LIKE - FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING

TABERNACLE WORSHIP 
▸  Altar for animal sacrifices 

▸  Washing basin 

▸  Lampstands 

▸  Bread of the Presence 

▸  Altar of incense 

▸  Veil 

▸  Glory Cloud 

WHAT GOD IS LIKE - FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING

THE VINEYARD  
▸  Isaiah 5 

▸  Vine grower, vineyard owner plants 

▸  The Vine is planted by the Vine grower 

▸  The Vine is supposed to bear fruit 

▸  John 15 

▸  I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine 
grower. He takes away every branch in my 
that does not bear fruit… 



9/21/21 

6 

WHAT GOD IS LIKE - FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING

THE MASTER BUILDER  
▸  Job 38 

▸  Where were you when I founded the earth? Who 
determined its size; do you know? Who stretched 
out the measuring line for it? Into what were its 
pedestals sunk, and who laid the cornerstone?  

▸  John 2 

▸  He was speaking of the Temple of His Body 

▸  Ephesians 2 

▸  You are built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and the prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the 
cornerstone, in whom the whole structure is joined 
together… a dwelling place of God in the Spirit 

EXTERNAL/MATERIAL 
ANALOGIES 
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WHAT GOD IS LIKE - FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING

BAD ANALOGIES OF THE TRINITY 
▸  The Trinity is like an egg - white, yolk, shell 
▸  But this is Tritheism - three different and separate entities; also, God does not have parts 

▸  The Trinity is like water - solid, liquid, gas 
▸  But this is Modalism - there are no real distinctions as a water molecule can’t exist in all the states at the same 

time; it must change modes 

▸  The Trinity is like a three-leaf clover 
▸  But this is also Tritheism because the leaves are different and separate entities participating in the one flower 

▸  The Trinity is like a man - father, husband, son 
▸  But this is Modalism in that there are no real distinctions; the man is different only in the relationships he has 

with other people outside of himself 
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WHAT GOD IS LIKE - FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING

THE SUN ANALOGY 
▸  The Son is the radiance of 

God’s glory and the exact 
representation of his 
being, sustaining all 
things by his powerful 
word - Hebrews 1:3 

▸  Father - Sun 

▸  Son - Light/Radiance 

▸  Holy Spirit - Heat 

WHAT GOD IS LIKE - FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING

THE FAMILY ANALOGY 

GOD IN HIS DEEPEST MYSTERY 
IS NOT A SOLITUDE BUT 

A FAMILY, SINCE HE HAS IN 
HIMSELF FATHERHOOD, 

SONSHIP AND THE ESSENCE OF 
THE FAMILY WHICH IS LOVE. 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ANALOGY 

WHAT GOD IS LIKE - FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING

THE PROBLEM WITH MATERIAL ANALOGIES 

▸  Material things are bound by space and time and only function within space 
and time, while God is utterly transcendent  

▸  Material things have parts, while spiritual realities, including God, do not have 
parts. God is utterly simple, i.e. not a composition, mixture, amalgamation, etc. 

▸  Material analogies of the Trinity can really only speak of God in relation to 
material things; also, they tend to make Him more in our image 

▸  Material analogies are necessarily external to God, while the Trinity is a 
revelation of His internal life 
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WHAT GOD IS LIKE - FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING

RECAP: THE BASIC DOCTRINE 
▸  God is One and possesses One Divine Essence 

▸  In God are three really distinct Persons - the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 

▸  The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy 
Spirit is God BUT the Father is not the Son, the 
Son is not the Father, the Holy Spirit is not the 
Father or the Son 

▸  There is distinction in God only where there are 
opposing relations 

▸  The Father generates the Son, the Father and 
the Son “spirate” the Holy Spirit 

WHAT GOD IS LIKE - FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING

ARE THERE ANY SPIRITUAL ANALOGIES?  
▸  We are made in God’s image and so must have 

common characteristics - What characteristics might 
they be? What is our interior life like?  Where is 
God’s image particularly stamped into our nature? 

▸  We are not just our bodies but also have spiritual 
souls that enables higher functions 

▸  Tangent: We DO NOT become angels after 
we die; we are humans, NOT angels 

▸  We have a mind, knowledge, and will that is able to 
function even internally 

▸  We can have an internal idea that we assent to or 
delight in (the experience of solving a puzzle) 



9/21/21 

11 

WHAT GOD IS LIKE - FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING

GOD’S SPIRITUAL FACULTIES AND INTERNAL PROCESSES 
▸  Scripture says: 

▸  The Son is the perfect image of the Father, Word/Logos, the Wisdom of God 

▸  The gifts of God, grace, love are poured into our souls by the Holy Spirit 

▸  Also, being rational spirit, God has a mind, intellect, and will 

▸  Therefore, it seems that in an analogous sense the Son proceeds in God by way of the intellect 
and the Holy Spirit by an act of love 

▸  Or in other words, the Trinity is like God understanding and accepting Himself perfectly 

▸  The Father’s understanding of Himself is so perfect that it is the Son 

▸  The Holy Spirit is the experience of the Father’s delightful recognition of the Son’s perfection 

REFLECTION ON THE 
NATURE OF LOVE 
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ALL SORTS OF PEOPLE ARE FOND OF REPEATING THE CHRISTIAN STATEMENT 
THAT ‘GOD IS LOVE’… OF COURSE, WHAT THESE PEOPLE MEAN WHEN THEY 
SAY THAT GOD IS LOVE IS OFTEN SOMETHING QUITE DIFFERENT: THEY REALLY 
MEAN ‘LOVE IS GOD’. THEY REALLY MEAN THAT OUR FEELINGS OF LOVE, 
HOWEVER AND WHEREVER THEY ARISE, AND WHATEVER RESULTS THEY 
PRODUCE, ARE TO BE TREATED WITH GREAT RESPECT… 

C.S. Lewis 

WHAT GOD IS - EXISTENCE AND ESSENCE

WHAT GOD IS LIKE - FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING

WHAT IS LOVE ANYWAY? 
▸  Beloved, let us love one another, because love 

is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God. Whoever does not love does 
not know God, for GOD IS LOVE - 1 John 4:7-8 

▸  Love is willing the good for another; OR ALSO a 
free gift of goodness for another 

▸  Goodness must be rooted in Truth 

▸  Love and Gift both imply the additional realities 
of Lover/Beloved or Giver/Recipient 

▸  Love is relational, rooted in Truth, and 
connected to Goodness 
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WHAT GOD IS LIKE - FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING

HOW IS GOD LOVE? 
▸ The First Person gives Himself 

▸ The Second Person receives the gift of the First 

▸ The Third Person is the delightful recognition of the true goodness of 
the Gift that is shared between the First and the Second Persons 

▸ The Father loves, the Son is loved, the Holy Spirit is the love they share 

▸  “A bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice 
said, 'This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen 
to him!’” - Matthew 17 

I HAVE NOT EVEN BEGUN TO 
THINK OF UNITY WHEN THE 
TRINITY BATHES ME IN ITS 
SPLENDOR. I HAVE NOT EVEN 
BEGUN TO THINK OF THE 
TRINITY WHEN UNITY 
GRASPS ME… 

St. Gregory of Nazianzus 
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WHAT GOD IS LIKE - FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
▸ What is one takeaway from today’s session? 

▸ What is your favorite analogy?  Do you understand how it might be 
lacking? Can you describe in what ways it falls short? 

▸ What was the Psychological Analogy again? How do our spiritual 
souls tell us about the inner life of God? 

▸ Why is it important to know the doctrine of the Trinity? 

▸ Can you see the Trinitarian significance of “putting on the mind of 
Christ” or “having the Law written on our hearts”? 


