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January 10, 2021 
The Baptism of the Lord 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Our Prayer List for the Sick 
Frequently parishioners will call to place 

a family member or friend on the prayer 
list for a surgery or brief illness and forget 
to notify the office after their recovery.  Our prayer 
list has grown quite extensively so we are refreshing 
our list. If there is someone who needs to remain on 
the sick list please contact the parish office as soon 
as possible. 

Join Us! 
Parish registration forms are in 

the pamphlet center between the 
doors.  Complete both sides of the 
form and turn it in to the parish 
office.  Welcome to our Church! 

Adult Inquiry for the Church (RCIA) 
Are you interested in joining the Catholic Church?  Are 

you already a baptized member of the Catholic Church, 
but have not completed the sacraments of Eucharist 
and/or Confirmation?    Then the Rite of Christian Initia-
tion for Adults (RCIA) is for you.  The RCIA is a process for 
unbaptized adults as well as those baptized in another 
denomination or those who have not completed the Sac-
raments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucha-
rist) to: 

-learn more about the Catholic faith; 
-enter into the Catholic Church and/or 
-complete the sacraments of initiation. 
It is also an opportunity for us who are members of the 

Church to refresh our knowledge of our faith and explore 
our faith in greater detail. 

We will begin our RCIA process in January due to Covid 
concerns at this time.  If you are interested please con-
tact Joyce Bujak at 734-697-3879 (land line) or at bujak-
joyce@yahoo.com  (with RCIA in the subject line) with 
your name and phone number/and or email address and 
we will contact you with registration information. 

mailto:bujakjoyce@yahoo.com
mailto:bujakjoyce@yahoo.com
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January 10, 2021 
The Baptism of the Lord 

We need history. We need it in order to understand 
ourselves, personally and collectively. The pieces of our 
histories may not have always been the most positive, 
honest, exemplary, dignified, proud and best moments 
of our lives, but they are ours. We have to acknowledge, 
remember, accept, and often heal them. We cannot for-
get them or pretend that they never existed. As horrible 
as the atrocities of events like Auschwitz, brutal injus-
tices committed throughout the human journey, or per-
sonal painful experiences in our own stories, we need to 
remember. These times when humanity in general or 
people in particular have lost their way are times that 
need to be reconciled and redeemed. 

If we lose the memories, we will make the same mis-
takes again. The human soul needs a strong sense of af-
firmation, direction, and clear purpose. Without these 
essentials, we will easily run amuck and repeat the sins 
of our past. God’s voice throughout history has spoken 
precisely about this! We are reminded through the 
voices and example of many prophets and witnesses not 
to make the same mistakes again, come back to center, 
discover the purpose given to us by God, maintain a 
sense of proper direction, seek healing for wounds and 
be reconciled to our Creator. 

Baptism is so incredibly important for the salvation of 
humankind, not only eternally but here and now. Our 
existence depends upon it. It gives us the affirmation we 
need from God by gifting us with the same intimate rela-
tionship Jesus had with the Father. We are blessed with 
the direction and clear purpose we need in order to be 
productive stewards and faithful Christians. Baptism calls 
us to remember, accept, and deal with the sins and ineq-
uities of our past regardless of how hurtful and serious. 
We consciously choose to turn away from them and put 
on the new life of Christ. To do this well, we must look 
hard and long at our sins and failings, listen to what they 
are saying and learn from them. If we ignore the past, 
collectively or personally, or pretend that it never hap-
pened, we will never grow. We will surely die. 

People need to hear the message, lived and spoken, 
delivered by the baptized members of the Body of Christ. 
It is an essential message of hope that is layered with 
visions of justice, peace, reconciliation, redemption, 
blessing, and healing. It is a message that helps us re-
member what has gone before, the graces and the sins, 
and bring ourselves by God’s help where we need to be. 
We are called to do much more than sit home behind our 
closed doors. We have a message to deliver. Are we 
ready to do so? 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
When God Whispers 

“You don’t need to shout. My hearing works just fine.”  
Are you a parent that has used that one on your kids? 

I’m not sure at what age they realize that the volume of 
their voice doesn’t correlate to the likelihood of receiving 
a favorable reply — it might be sometime in the teenage 
years, when the talking slows down altogether.  

But I’ve got to admit, it would be nice if God always 
gave us a loud and dramatic sign when He wanted some-
thing — the booming voice and the torn-open heavens 
(“This is my beloved Son!”) really get the message across. 
Sometimes I find myself envious of the Apostles, who 
were able to witness such things in person. 

The fact of the matter is, in the year 2021, God is more 
likely to speak in a whisper than in a shout. The prophet 
Isaiah forewarns that Christ himself will not be a noise-
maker — for all his preaching, he will not cry out or shout 
to bring forth justice to the nations. His way is altogether 
different than that. 

We are not the Apostles, and we do not have the privi-
lege of seeing the Holy Spirit descend on Christ like a 
dove. But here’s the good news: God doesn’t need to 
shout. Our spiritual hearing works just fine. We just have 
to be listening. 

Let’s wake up each morning ready to hear God’s whis-
pers throughout the day. Let’s make a conscious effort to 
invite those whispers into our hearts, where they can 
become a catalyst for grace in this world. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Lend a Hand 
Our after mass sanitizing groups could use one or two 

more volunteers--especially after Saturday mass. Please 
call our coordinator, Johanna Gajda at 734-326-8044. 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 10 a.m. or by         
appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  January 9 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Sr. Gerald Mulvanny, Req. by the Parish 
5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, January 10, The Baptism of the Lord 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Ronald Mazurek, Req. by Kathy Mazurek   
Monday, January 11 
No Mass 
Tuesday, January 12 
No Mass 
Wednesday, January 13 
 No Mass  
Thursday, January 14 
No Mass 
Friday, January 15 
No Mass 
  Cleaning Group 2 
Saturday,  January 16 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Clarice Vega, Req. by Joyce Bell 
 † Gilbert Burzycki, Req. by the Burzycki Family 
5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, January 17, 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Walter Mandruch, 17th Anniversary,  
  Req. by Chris Dixon       

Weekly Offering 
January 3                                      Env. = 162 
Weekly……………………………………………………$1,148.00 
Energy ........................................ .....................$30.00 
Grounds Maintenance ............. .......................$30.00 
FFC ........................................... .......................$60.00 
Christmas ............................ .......................$7,106.00 
Religious Education.................. .......................$50.00 
Poor Box ..................................... .......................$7.00 
Holy Days ................................. .......................$50.00 
Mass Intentions ..................... .......................$360.00 
Christmas Flowers.................... .......................$35.00 
Angel Bread.............................. .......................$22.00 
Advent Books ............................. .......................$1.00 
TOTAL……………………….…………………………..$8,899.00 
 

Readings for the week of January 10, 2021 
Sunday:  Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Acts 10:34-38/Mk 1:7-11 or Is 55:1
-11/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [3)]/1 Jn 5:1-9/Mk 1:7-11 
Monday: Heb 1:1-6/Mk 1:14-20 
Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12/Mk 1:21-28 
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18/Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14/Mk 1:40-45 
Friday:  Heb 4:1-5, 11/Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16/Mk 2:13-17 
Next Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20/ 
Jn 1:35-42 

Sanctuary Lamp 
 

†Russ Lozon, req. by Chris Dixon 
(December 27 thru January 10) 

†Walter Mandruch, req. by Chris Dixon 
(January 17 thru January 31) 


