
Decorating for Christmas 
I do apologize to all of you that love to help 

decorate for Christmas. This year, we kept 
helpers to a very limited number. Next year, I 
hope to have you all back in full force!!!   

Thank You,  
Sue Webb 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 
32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 
734-722-1343   www.stssimonandjude.com 

catholic 

January 17, 2021 
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Adult Inquiry for the Church (RCIA) 
Are you interested in joining the Catholic Church?  Are 

you already a baptized member of the Catholic Church, 
but have not completed the sacraments of Eucharist 
and/or Confirmation?    Then the Rite of Christian Initia-
tion for Adults (RCIA) is for you.  The RCIA is a process for 
unbaptized adults as well as those baptized in another 
denomination or those who have not completed the Sac-
raments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucha-
rist) to: 

-learn more about the Catholic faith; 
-enter into the Catholic Church and/or 
-complete the sacraments of initiation. 
It is also an opportunity for us who are members of the 

Church to refresh our knowledge of our faith and explore 
our faith in greater detail. 

We will begin our RCIA process in January due to Covid 
concerns at this time.  If you are interested please con-
tact Joyce Bujak at 734-697-3879 (land line) or at bujak-
joyce@yahoo.com  (with RCIA in the subject line) with 
your name and phone number/and or email address and 
we will contact you with registration information. 

mailto:bujakjoyce@yahoo.com
mailto:bujakjoyce@yahoo.com


SS. SIMON & JUDE PARISH                                                                                                                                                                                   PAGE 2 

Lend a Hand 
Our after mass sanitizing groups could use one or two 

more volunteers--especially after Saturday mass. Please 
call our coordinator, Johanna Gajda at 734-326-8044. 

Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Sharron Mann 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Rich Nicholson 
Ron Wrobbel 
Erin Maddix 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Florence Grace 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
William Haun 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Dennis Collins 
Henry Johnson 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Eleanor Nibert 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Diana Collins 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Midlred Sova 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 

Joseph Randazzo  
Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Mary Burczycki    
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Doug Vega   
Mike Brookes 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Deborah Young 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Anthony Romej 

January 17, 2021 
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Our faith is not just about ideas. It’s really about having 
an encounter with God and, in particular, the Risen 
Christ! Once we give ourselves over to the notion of 
God’s presence, we have to train 
ourselves to listen for God’s voice 
and be attentive to God’s call. 
Having companions on our faith 
journeys is so incredibly impor-
tant as they can help us fine-tune 
our listening skills and discern God’s voice from others 
we may be hearing. Faith is all about having these pro-
found encounters not only with God but with our broth-
ers and sisters, and creation itself. Anyone or anything 
that is alive with God’s presence becomes an occasion 
for God to speak and call us to deeper graces and experi-
ences. “Come, and you will see.” 

The example and teaching of Jesus, the lives of the 
saints, those living among us and those glorified in 
heaven, and the wonder and beauty of creation can all 
serve to help us listen more clearly and assist in position-
ing ourselves for this profound God meeting. It is an en-
counter that can quickly and easily lead to a friendship 
and intimate intertwining of our souls to their Maker, 
making a claim on us like no other. Then, the Word of 
God moves from being just a body of ideas to something 
we simply accept and do. The person of Jesus Christ 
swiftly moves from being just a good prophet in word 
and deed to the incarnate presence of God Himself, the 
Lamb of God. The voice leads us to the Person behind it. 

The Gospel is hard to follow. We can intellectually de-
bate whether what Jesus said is really what we are asked 
to do. The Gospel ideas do not always make sense in our 
practical, secular world. The person of God always does. 
We can debate the practicality and sense of ideas and 
doing so often keeps the more difficult ones at a safe 
distance away from us. Jesus said to love our enemy, but 
we really don’t need to do that, our minds try to con-
vince us. It just doesn’t make sense. Yet, if we are truly in 
love with the God who is behind the voice of those 
words, they make perfect sense. Our deep and intimate 
love of this God would even find us laying down our lives 
for Him if necessary. Speak Lord, your servant is listening. 

©LPi 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Christ Is Anything but Ordinary 

We’re about to dive headlong into week two of Ordi-
nary Time, and we need to admit, after the hustle and 
bustle of the holidays, things are indeed looking more ... 
ordinary, at least in our spiritual lives. 

The transcendent highs of the Christmas season are 
flatlining a bit and the vivid imagery of the Nativity scene 
has faded. The solemn anticipation of the Advent season 
is by now a distant memory. 

Are you bored yet? 
Here’s a secret: I think that Ordinary Time can actually 

be quite extraordinary, if we’re really living out our bap-
tismal call.  

In today’s Gospel, Jesus point-blank asks Andrew, who 
is following him after hearing John the Baptist’s testi-
mony: “What are you looking for?” He’s asking us the 
same question.  

What are you looking for? Why are you following me? 
Is it for the Christmas cookies and the Advent carols? Is it 
for the King’s Cake on the Epiphany? Is it for the feeling 
we get on Christmas when we just know God has done a 
wondrous thing? 

None of those things are bad, but they are not what 
Andrew was looking for, and they were not what Christ 
promised him when he said, “Come, and you will see.” 
Andrew was looking for the Messiah — the One who 
makes even Ordinary Time extraordinary. The One who 
can sanctify the longest and dullest of to-do lists, on the 
longest and dullest of days. The One whose peace can 
reign in our homes on January 25, not just December 25. 

Remember what you are looking for. Come, and you 
will see. 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 10 a.m. or by         
appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  January 16 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Clarice Vega, Req. by Joyce Bell 
 † Gilbert Burzycki, Req. by the Burzycki Family 
5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, January 17, 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Walter Mandruch, 17th Ann., Req. by Chris Dixon  
 † George Moore, Req. by Cheryl Moore 
Monday, January 11 
No Mass 
Monday, January 18 
No Mass 
Tuesday, January 19 
No Mass 
Wednesday, January 20 
 No Mass  
Thursday, January 21, St. Agnes 
No Mass 
Friday, January 22, Prayer for Unborn Children 
No Mass 
9:30 a.m. Cleaning Group 3 
Saturday,  January 23 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Frances Lents, Req. by Chris Dixon 
5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, January 24, 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Christine Frizzell, Req. by the Mother Cabrini Guild 

     

Weekly Offering 
January 3                                      Env. = 103 
Weekly……………………………………………………….$436.00 
Grounds Maintenance ............. .......................$15.00 
FFC ......................................... .......................$175.00 
Christmas ............................ .......................$2,645.00 
Poor Box ..................................... .......................$7.00 
Solemnity of Mary ................. .......................$200.00 
Mass Intentions ....................... .......................$30.00 
Angel Bread.............................. .......................$12.00 
Advent Books ............................. .......................$1.00 
TOTAL……………………….…………………………..$3,521.00 

Readings for the week of January 17, 2021 
Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20/Jn 1:35-
42 
Monday: Heb 5:1-10/Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20/Mk 2:23-28 
Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17/Mk 3:1-6 
Thursday: Heb 7:25—8:6/Mk 3:7-12 
Friday:  Heb 8:6-13/Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday: Heb 9:2-3, 11-14/Mk 3:20-21 
Next Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10/1 Cor 7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20 

Sanctuary Lamp 
 

†Walter Mandruch, req. by Chris Dixon 
(January 17 thru January 31) 

 

Announcement 
Due to the COVID-19 virus, the February Scrapbooking 

Event has be cancelled for the time being.  So sorry for 
the disappointment.   

Correction 
The Weekly Offering in last week’s Bulletin was for De-

cember 27 and not for January 3.  Sorry for the confu-
sion! 


