
TV / Online Mass on Facebook 
Do you know someone unable to get to 

church because of illness, frailty, or other 
struggles? For the homebound,  you can 
tune in on Saturdays at 4:30 and Sundays 
at 10 a.m. on Facebook.  Just go to the 
Ss. Simon & Jude Catholic Community 
page, scroll down to Videos, and watch Mass from the 
comfort of your home.  Archbishop Vigneron has ex-
tended the dispensation until February 17th. 

With Our Sympathy 
We would like to extend our sympathy to the 

family and friends of Eleanor Nibert. Her Mass of 
the Resurrection will be celebrated on Tuesday, 
January 26 at 10 a.m. at L.J. Griffin Funeral Home 
in Canton.  Visitation is Monday, January 25, 1-8 p.m. 

May her family and friends find comfort in their faith at 
this time and may Eleanor rest in eternal peace. 
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Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Adult Inquiry for the Church (RCIA) 
Are you interested in joining the Catholic Church?  Are 

you already a baptized member of the Catholic Church, 
but have not completed the sacraments of Eucharist 
and/or Confirmation?    Then the Rite of Christian Initia-
tion for Adults (RCIA) is for you.  The RCIA is a process for 
unbaptized adults as well as those baptized in another 
denomination or those who have not completed the Sac-
raments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucha-
rist) to: 

-learn more about the Catholic faith; 
-enter into the Catholic Church and/or 
-complete the sacraments of initiation. 
It is also an opportunity for us who are members of the 

Church to refresh our knowledge of our faith and explore 
our faith in greater detail. 

We will begin our RCIA process in January due to Covid 
concerns at this time.  If you are interested please con-
tact Joyce Bujak at 734-697-3879 (land line) or at bujak-
joyce@yahoo.com  (with RCIA in the subject line) with 
your name and phone number/and or email address and 
we will contact you with registration information. 

mailto:bujakjoyce@yahoo.com
mailto:bujakjoyce@yahoo.com
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It was a normal day by all accounts, but John just was-
n’t feeling himself. He was a little lightheaded and out of 
sorts and certainly not himself. Later in the afternoon, he 
experienced chest a sharp pain in his chest and arm. 
Quick thinking and ac-
tion brought John to 
the Emergency Depart-
ment with a diagnosis 
of a significant heart 
attack. Surviving this 
ordeal, he found him-
self face to face with his 
cardiologist having an honest conversation about things 
that needed to change. “I came close to death,” John 
found himself thinking. Then came the remorse. He was 
a young man with a loving wife and children who were 
very close to facing life without him. John found himself 
with intense sorrow for living an unchecked and self-
indulgent life that almost brought him to his demise. He 
wanted to change. 

We all have our wake-up calls. We have experiences 
and encounters that call us to really think twice about 
choices we have made and directions we have taken. 
Often, we find ourselves looking at those we have hurt 
square in the eye and wallowing in our foolishness. We 
regrettably realize that we have allowed our ego needs 
to lure us into making some cruel mistakes. We impul-
sively say things and flippantly do things that reveal our 
unredeemed and unhealed self. It is a self we stumble 
over and try to tame but can’t quite seem to master and 
control. Help! 

We spin our wheels naively thinking that we will some-
how, perhaps through persistence, get ourselves un-
stuck. But, we don’t. We just get out of the car, feeling 
very helpless, and ignorantly look at the mess we got 
ourselves into. Did we ever think to ask someone for 
help? Or, taken the advice of One who is wiser and avoid 
this route altogether? “Come after me,” are words that 
Jesus says to all of us. In order to heed his invitation, we 
have to leave our ego-self behind and follow. When we 
really see and understand the freedom, peace, justice, 
and love he offers, we find ourselves with such sorrow in 
our hearts for how foolish and silly we have been. All of 
the misguided choices and sinful actions come full view 
and we see how risky our random impassioned behaviors 
really have been. Repentance is beautiful. When done 
with a sincere and contrite heart, it directs us to the glory 
that can be ours, ignites us with the challenge of living a 
life in service of others and reminds us that all is well. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Give Until It Hurts 

One of the characteristics of Everyday Stewardship is to 
be committed — to persevere daily in a way of life ac-
knowledging that everything belongs to God.  

I know, I know. Easier said than done. 
Just ask Zebedee. It’s quite an image we get from the 

Gospel, after all. “So they left their father Zebedee in the 
boat along with the hired men and followed him.”  

There was Zebedee, about his business, mending nets 
with his two sons, who were undoubtedly his best work-
ers — they had to have been more dedicated than the 
hired men, who worked for wages rather than for family. 
And in an instant off they go, following this strange man. 

I don’t know about you, but if my kids left me on a hot 
summer day to finish the lawn by myself, I wouldn’t be 
too happy. 

But Zebedee must have been someone quite special. 
Perhaps he realized that his sons didn’t belong to him — 
not really. They belonged to God, and from the beginning 
of time, it had been appointed that they would be among 
the first disciples of Christ. He passed, he called, they 
followed, and Zebedee obliged. He simply went back to 
mending his nets, I imagine.  

Zebedee already understood what St. Teresa of Cal-
cutta would say millennia later: “Give until it hurts.” 

“You’re wasting my time.” “I’ve done so much for her; 
she owes me this.” How often do we think things, and 
even people and relationships, belong to us? The truth is 
none of them do. We must be ready, as Zebedee was, to 
surrender them to God when He comes walking past.  



PAGE 3                                                                                                                                                                                    SS. SIMON & JUDE PARISH  

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 10 a.m. or by         
appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  January 23 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Frances Lents, 26th Anniversary, Req. by Chris Dixon 
5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, January 24, 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Christine Frizzell, Req. by the Mother Cabrini Guild 
Monday, January 25, Conversion of St. Paul 
No Mass 
Tuesday, January 26, Sts. Timothy & Titus 
No Mass 
Wednesday, January 27 
 No Mass  
Thursday, January 28, St. Thomas Aquinas 
No Mass 
Friday, January 29 
No Mass 
Saturday,  January 30 
9:00 a.m. Cleaning Group 4 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Martha Stopchinski, Req. by Flo, Toni & Dianne 
5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, January 31, 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Mary Dean & Robert Lear, Req. by Virginia Lear 

Weekly Offering 
January 10                                      Env. = 93 
Weekly……………………………………………………….$824.00 
Grounds Maintenance ........... .......................$110.00 
FFC ........................................... .......................$96.00 
Christmas ............................... .......................$736.00 
Poor Box ..................................... .......................$7.00 
Solemnity of Mary ................... .......................$60.00 
Mass Intentions ....................... .......................$10.00 
Energy ...................................... .......................$85.00 
Religious Education.................. .......................$40.00 
First Offering ............................ .......................$69.00 
TOTAL……………………….…………………………..$2,037.00 
 
WeShare Online Giving for December.….$2,228.00 

Readings for the week of January 24, 2021 
Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10/1 Cor 7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20 
Monday: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Mk 16:15-18 
Tuesday: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Mk 3:31-35 
Wednesday: Heb 10:11-18/Mk 4:1-20 
Thursday: Heb 10:19-25/Mk 4:21-25 
Friday:  Heb 10:32-39/Mk 4:26-34 
Saturday: Heb 11:1-2, 8-19/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75 [cf. 
68]/Mk 4:35-41 
Next Sunday: Dt 18:15-20/1 Cor 7:32-35/Mk 1:21-28 

Sanctuary Lamp 
 

†Walter Mandruch, req. by Chris Dixon 
(January 17 thru January 31) 

†Francis Lents, req. by Chris Dixon 
(January 24 thru February 7) 

Announcement 
Due to the COVID-19 virus, the February Scrapbooking 

Event has be cancelled for the time being.   

Faith, Family Community 2020 
Due to COVID-19, our donations were down.  That be-

ing said, here are the totals, and thank you for giving: 
Individual Donations: $11,383.00 
Misc. Donations (Charity Poker, etc.): $1,960.00 


