
Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

January 31, 2021 
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Our Prayer List for the Sick 
Frequently parishioners will call to 

place a family member or friend on the 
prayer list for a surgery or brief illness 
and forget to notify the office after 
their recovery.  Our prayer list has 
grown quite extensively so we are refreshing our 
list. If there is someone who can be removed from 
the prayer list, please call the parish office and leave 
a message, send us an email or stick a note in the 
office window after mass.  Thank you for your help! 

Adult Inquiry for the Church (RCIA) 
Are you interested in joining the Catholic Church?  Are 

you already a baptized member of the Catholic Church, 
but have not completed the sacraments of Eucharist 
and/or Confirmation?    Then the Rite of Christian Initia-
tion for Adults (RCIA) is for you.  The RCIA is a process for 
unbaptized adults as well as those baptized in another 
denomination or those who have not completed the Sac-
raments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucha-
rist) to: 

-learn more about the Catholic faith; 
-enter into the Catholic Church and/or 
-complete the sacraments of initiation. 
It is also an opportunity for us who are members of the 

Church to refresh our knowledge of our faith and explore 
our faith in greater detail. 

We will begin our RCIA process in January due to Covid 
concerns at this time.  If you are interested please con-
tact Joyce Bujak at 734-697-3879 (land line) or at bujak-
joyce@yahoo.com  (with RCIA in the subject line) with 
your name and phone number/and or email address and 
we will contact you with registration information. 

Burning of Palms and  
Paczki Party 

Mark your calendars:  Fat Tues-
day, February 16, 2021: 

There will be a Mass at 6:30 
p.m., followed by the burning of the old palms outside.  
Please bring your old palms that evening or anytime in 
the weeks before.  The evening will end with paczkis for 
all provided by Fr. Joe.  COVID restrictions will apply. 

-The Worship Commission 

mailto:bujakjoyce@yahoo.com
mailto:bujakjoyce@yahoo.com
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January 31, 2021 
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Most of us are quiet people who desire to live a good 
and holy life, promote the values and mission of the Gos-
pel as best we can and desire to one day inherit the sur-
prise of life eternal God promises to us. We are not trail 
blazers. We are simple peo-
ple who want to do the sim-
ple things of life well. But 
there are others who left a 
more profound impact along 
the way of the paths they 
walked. Folks like Dorothy 
Day, Martin Luther King, Thomas Merton, Gandhi, St. 
Teresa of Calcutta, and many others left lasting impacts 
and legacies. Like Moses, they show us by word and deed 
who God is and what integrity and a purpose driven life 
look like. They show us how to be holy. We need Moses 
people like these to give us inspiration, hope and an ex-
ample of holy living. 

We do not need to do what they did or even mirror 
their relationship with God. Each one of us is God’s spe-
cial creation, with a purpose and soul known only to us. 
We need to learn how to open up and bring, without 
compromise, our soul-ness to life. We know when some-
one is authentic and centered because they always point 
to truth, even though they struggle and sin themselves, 
and they embody an unspoken timeless wisdom that just 
sounds and feels right. Jesus taught with this same type 
of authority and it astonished many who listened. We do 
not need to move mountains, advance a cause, write 
books or become notable. All we have to do is become 
credible witnesses of the faith we profess. Moses people 
can teach us how to do this. 

St. Oscar Romero was an amazing man and a Moses 
figure for sure. He saw God in the burning bush and 
brought the flame of Gospel faith to the poorest of the 
poor, challenging the evils of the society in which he 
lived. He was tireless and persistent. He must have got-
ten very close to the problem because it cost him his life. 
He suspected it would. St. Romero said, “When we leave 
Mass, we ought to go out the way Moses descended Mt 
Sinai: with his face shining, with his heart brave and 
strong to face the world’s difficulties.” We can learn from 
this wisdom. If we allow the power of the Mass to truly 
transform us, we will leave that holy encounter changed. 
Our face will shine, and we will have courage. We can 
then bring what we have received to life’s challenges. 
That sounds doable, doesn’t it? Because of the example 
of our simple holiness, people will be amazed. 
©LPi 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Embracing Change in Christ 

It’s officially one month since we popped the cham-
pagne, toasted 2021 and wrote down a list of resolu-
tions. This is usually the time when we start to take a 
good, hard look in the mirror to assess what we have 
done — or have not done — with the first month of this 
brand-new year. 

New years can be scary, can’t they? Full of promise, 
sure, but also full of room for failure. Full of space for our 
old baggage, old fears and the continuation of old mis-
takes. 

The same can be said of Christ, and the new life he of-
fers us, if we are brave enough to accept it. Opportuni-
ties like that can be intimidating. In that moment, we 
might find ourselves like the man with the unclean spirit 
crying out: “What have you to do with me, Jesus of Naz-
areth? Have you come to destroy us?” 

Jesus is a comforter of the afflicted; he is a consoling 
figure, but he is also a challenging one. Sometimes we 
have grown attached to our afflictions. The idea of cor-
recting bad habits or forming new ones is frankly terrify-
ing to us. We have a voice deep inside who sees Christ 
and his invitation to repentance, and it cries out in fear: 
“I know who you are!” 

When we live in the present, disavowing the baggage of 
the past or fear of the future, we submit ourselves to the 
promise of redemption. Let us be brave everyday stew-
ards and invite Christ’s healing power into our lives. We 
won’t regret it — I’m sure the demoniac never did. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 10 a.m. or by         
appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  January 30 
9:00 a.m. Cleaning Group 4 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Martha Stopchinski, Req. by Flo, Toni & Dianne 
   † Joseph Cuber, Req. by Toni Doupe 
5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, January 31, 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Mary Dean & Robert Lear, Req. by Virginia Lear 
Monday, February 1 
No Mass 
Tuesday, February 2, Presentation of the Lord 
No Mass 
Wednesday, February 3 
 No Mass  
Thursday, February 4 
No Mass 
6:30 p.m. Reconciliation Liturgy 
Friday, February 5, St. Agatha 
No Mass 
   9 a.m. Cleaning Group 1 
Saturday,  February 6, Sts Paul Miki & Companions 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Rita Valade, Req. by Mary Ann & Larry Tyrchniewicz 
   † Joanne Vasely, Req. by Tom Kyle 
5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, February 7, 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Ronald Mazurek, Req. by Kathy Mazurek 
 † Dolores Lumsden, Req. by Virginia Lear 

Weekly Offering 
January 17                                      Env. = 83 
Weekly……………………………………………………$1,247.00 
Grounds Maintenance ............. .......................$55.00 
FFC ......................................... .......................$195.00 
Christmas ............................... .......................$205.00 
Poor Box ..................................... .......................$7.00 
Solemnity of Mary ................... .......................$20.00 
Mass Intentions ....................... .......................$30.00 
Energy ...................................... .......................$10.00 
Religious Education.................. .......................$40.00 
First Offering ............................ .......................$10.00 
Christmas Flowers.................... .......................$10.00 
TOTAL……………………….…………………………..$1,829.00 
 
AOD Loan Balance as of 12/31/20.…….$470,032.00 

Readings for the week of January 31, 2021 
Sunday: Dt 18:15-20/1 Cor 7:32-35/Mk 1:21-28 
Monday: Heb 11:32-40/Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4/Heb 2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22
-32 
Wednesday: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15/Mk 6:1-6 
Thursday: Heb 12:18-19, 21-24/Mk 6:7-13 
Friday:  Heb 13:1-8/Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21/Mk 6:30-34 
Next Sunday: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 
1:29-39 

Sanctuary Lamp 
 

†Walter Mandruch, req. by Chris Dixon 
(January 17 thru January 31) 

†Francis Lents, req. by Chris Dixon 
(January 24 thru February 7) 
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Our Prayer List for the Sick 
Frequently parishioners will call to place a family 

member or friend on the prayer list for a surgery or brief 
illness and forget to notify the office after their recovery.  
Our prayer list has grown quite extensively so at the 
beginning of each quarter (January, April, July, and 
October) we will be refreshing our prayer list for the sick.   

If there is someone who needs to remain on our prayer 
list for the  sick list, please call the parish office or slide a 

Never Write Another Check to SS 
Simon and Jude Again! 

Our parish has been using an Online Giving system that 
is strengthening stewardship as well as making it easier 
for members to support our parish. There are many 
benefits for the parish and for parishioners that choose 
to give online. Some of the benefits for the parishioner 
include: no need to write checks; you can give even if 
you are unable to attend services; and your contribution 
amount can easily be adjusted. 

The benefits for the parish include: no check processing 
fees; more consistent giving with recurring contributions; 
online donation summaries for record keeping; reaches a 
wider demographic of givers; and accommodates all 
special parish collections and missions. 

Those who wish to continue to use traditional methods 
of offering may do so, however, we ask that you 
prayerfully consider Online Giving. If you would like to 
enroll, please visit our website at 
www.stssimonandjude.com, click on the Online Giving 
tab, and follow the directions. If you have any questions 
about the program or about setting up your account, 
don't hesitate to call our parish office at (734) 722-1343.  
Thank you! 

TV / Online Mass on Facebook 
Do you know someone unable to get to 

church because of illness, frailty, or other 
struggles? For the homebound,  you can 
tune in on Saturdays at 4:30 and Sundays 
at 10 a.m. on Facebook.  Just go to the 
Ss. Simon & Jude Catholic Community 
page, scroll down to Videos, and watch Mass from the 
comfort of your home.  Archbishop Vigneron has ex-
tended the stay at home dispensation until February 
17th. 

 
 

We are very fortunate to have the support of our     
advertisers to offset the costs of printing our bulletin. 
Please thank them when you can, and give them the  
support of your business. Also, please mention that you 
saw their ad in our parish bulletin. For information on 
advertising in our bulletin, call LPI at 800-477-4574. 

A Prayer for our Church 
 

Gracious God, we the family of Ss. Simon and Jude, 
thank you for the continuing opportunity to carry 
out our mission of service and outreach to each 

other and the greater community. 
Please show us the way to continue to grow and 

prosper as the Community of Ss. Simon and Jude. 
With heartfelt gratitude and love,  

we pray to you, Lord. Amen. 

Announcement 
Due to the COVID-19 virus, the February Scrapbooking 

Event has be cancelled for the time being.   

A Gentle Reminder 
A recent study that traced how 

the COVID-19 virus most quickly 
spreads found that the nose 
spreads more virus than the throat 
or lungs. 

In order to keep our parishioners 
safe, please follow these guidelines: 

 Make sure your mask covers your nose, mouth and 
chin. 

 Do not wear you mask under your chin with nose 
and mouth exposed. 

 Do not remove your mask while around others. 
 When going up to receive communion, don’t pull 

down your mask--take the host in your hands, go 
back to your seat, pull up your mask from your chin 
to expose your mouth and place the host on your 
tongue. 

Wear your mask properly to protect yourself and every-
one around you.  Thank you! 
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