
TV / Online Mass on Facebook 
Do you know someone unable to get to 

church because of illness, frailty, or other 
struggles? For the homebound,  you can 
tune in on Saturdays at 4:30 and Sundays 
at 10 a.m. on Facebook.  Just go to the 
Ss. Simon & Jude Catholic Community 
page, scroll down to Videos, and watch Mass from the 
comfort of your home.  Archbishop Vigneron has ex-
tended the stay at home dispensation until February 
17th. 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

February 7, 2021 
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Adult Inquiry for the Church (RCIA) 
Are you interested in joining the Catholic Church?  Are 

you already a baptized member of the Catholic Church, 
but have not completed the sacraments of Eucharist 
and/or Confirmation?    Then the Rite of Christian Initia-
tion for Adults (RCIA) is for you.  The RCIA is a process for 
unbaptized adults as well as those baptized in another 
denomination or those who have not completed the Sac-
raments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucha-
rist) to: 

-learn more about the Catholic faith; 
-enter into the Catholic Church and/or 
-complete the sacraments of initiation. 
It is also an opportunity for us who are members of the 

Church to refresh our knowledge of our faith and explore 
our faith in greater detail. 

We will begin our RCIA process in January due to Covid 
concerns at this time.  If you are interested please con-
tact Joyce Bujak at 734-697-3879 (land line) or at bujak-
joyce@yahoo.com  (with RCIA in the subject line) with 
your name and phone number/and or email address and 
we will contact you with registration information. 

Burning of Palms and  
Paczki Party 

Mark your calendars:  Fat Tues-
day, February 16, 2021: 

There will be a Mass at 6:30 
p.m., followed by the burning of the old palms outside.  
Please bring your old palms that evening or anytime in 
the weeks before.  The evening will end with paczkis for 
all provided by Fr. Joe.  COVID restrictions will apply. 

-The Worship Commission 

mailto:bujakjoyce@yahoo.com
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5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
If I only knew then what I know now, how different life 

would be. This sentiment, expressed in myriad ways, is 
found on every human being’s lips at one point or an-
other. Life may have brought us to a vulnerable place 
where we see some of the poor choices we made and 
the effects they are having. Perhaps we fell into some 
destructive and dysfunctional relationships or behaviors 
and are finding how they held us captive. Our zeal and 
passion for life may have drifted away and we are waking 
up to the reasons apathy has taken hold. Life can be 
hard. In fact, some would describe their lives as a drudg-
ery. They walk through each day with an anxious unset-
tledness, wondering when their restlessness will cease. 
There is a temptation to believe that what I see is all I will 
get. Mortality and hopelessness await the dawn. If I 
could only have known what would come in the future, I 
could have made better choices and avoided all of this 
misery! 

Really? While we can certainly give into weakness, sin, 
impulsiveness, and idiosyncrasies that cause us to stum-
ble over ourselves, life is really a journey. If we don’t 
make the mistake of wallowing in the mire of self-pity 
and realize the new life God is calling us to, then there 
are thrills, adventures, surprises, and soul-searching 
graces we can surely miss. We are not tethered to our 
past nor are we bound to the ills life can bring upon us. 
We are never hopeless or helpless. The problem is that 
our myopic vision only allows us to see the misery and 
misfortune that is before us, not the potential that can 
come from choosing healthier and more life-giving op-
tions. Jesus came that we might have fullness of life. We 
need to learn how to reach for Jesus’ hand and let him 
help us to our feet. 

We need to allow God into our pain and heal our past. 
We have to wrestle with our histories, agonize and 
search and cry out for the Divine healing we need to re-
store our faith, hope, and love. Job could not see how his 
story would end or trust the guidance of the God who 
called him. We live in that same blindness and suffer 
from the same lack of confidence. Once we allow our-
selves to be touched by God’s healing power, we begin 
to see that all of the pieces of our lives are necessary 
parts of a greater whole. Along the way of our lives, God 
uses our omissions and failures to create new things and 
possibilities. When doors close, others open and we can 
be amazed by the joyful and unexpected surprises we 
receive. Once we know the power of God’s creative, 
healing, life-giving, forgiving, and dynamic presence, it is 
no wonder we want to put ourselves at the service of 
others and show them what life can be. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
The Audacity of Holiness 

Do you know a holy person? I’m not talking about piety 
— that’s important, too, in its own way. But right now, 
I’m speaking of holiness.  

St. Therese of Lisieux called holiness “a disposition of 
the heart that makes us humble and little in the arms of 
God, aware of our weakness, and confident — in the 
most audacious way — in His Fatherly goodness.” 

The holy person sees a storm on the horizon of life, and 
rather than give themselves over to fear and despair 
(natural and understandable reactions), regards the gath-
ering winds as an opportunity to rely more fully on God. 
The holy person takes a bad situation and sanctifies it 
with charity and understanding that defies our fallen hu-
man nature.  

Peter’s mother-in-law was still in the throes of a fever 
when Jesus grasped her hand. It wasn’t until she took his 
hand and allowed him to help her up that “the fever left 
her and she waited on them.” Before the fever could 
leave her, she had to commit to holiness — to put her 
trust in him in a most audacious way. She had to find it 
within herself to lift her weakened hand to grasp his — 
and as soon as she did, she was rewarded. Her bodily 
health restored, she gave thanks, and attended to his 
needs. 

God’s hand is always outstretched to us. Will we take it, 
even if the fever of sin and pride and worldly concerns 
rages in our souls? Will we muster the strength? Will we 
be audacious enough to have confidence in His Fatherly 
goodness? 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 10 a.m. or by         
appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  February 6, Sts Paul Miki & Companions 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Rita Valade, Req. by Mary Ann & Larry Tyrchniewicz 
   † Joanne Vasely, Req. by Tom Kyle 
5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, February 7, 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Ronald Mazurek, Req. by Kathy Mazurek 
 † Dolores Lumsden, Req. by Virginia Lear 
   † Jeffery Jackson, Req. by Margaret Reyez & Family 
    5-7 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, February 8 
No Mass 
Tuesday, February 9 
No Mass 
6 p.m. Baptismal Prep Class 
Wednesday, February 10, St. Scholastica 
 No Mass  
Thursday, February 11, Our Lady of Lourdes 
No Mass 
Friday, February 12 
No Mass 
   9 a.m. Cleaning Group 2 
Saturday,  February 13 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Gilbert Burczycki, Req. by the Burczycki Family 
5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, February 14, 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family 
11 a.m. Baptism 

Weekly Offering 
January 24                                      Env. = 52 
Weekly……………………………………………………….$827.00 
Grounds Maintenance ............. .......................$55.00 
FFC ........................................... .......................$52.00 
Maintenance ............................ .......................$10.00 
Poor Box ..................................... .......................$7.00 
Mary, Mother of God ............... .......................$10.00 
Mass Intentions ..................... .......................$180.00 
Energy ...................................... .......................$40.00 
Religious Education.................. .......................$30.00 
First Offering ............................ .......................$10.00 
Used Books ................................ .......................$2.00 
TOTAL……………………….…………………………..$1,223.00 

Readings for the week of February 7, 2021 
Sunday: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 1:29-
39 
Monday: Gn 1:1-19/Mk 6:53-56 
Tuesday: Gn 1:20—2:4a/Mk 7:1-13 
Wednesday: Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/Mk 7:14-23 
Thursday: Gn 2:18-25/Mk 7:24-30 
Friday:  Gn 3:1-8/Mk 7:31-37 
Saturday: Gn 3:9-24/Mk 8:1-10 
Next Sunday: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/1 Cor 10:31—11:1/
Mk 1:40-45 

Sanctuary Lamp 
 

†George Moore, req. by Cheryl Moore 
(January 31 thru February 28) 

†Francis Lents, req. by Chris Dixon 
(January 24 thru February 7) 

Announcement 
Due to the COVID-19 virus, the February Scrapbooking 

Event has be cancelled for the time being.   


