
Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

February 14, 2021 
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Adult Inquiry for the Church (RCIA) Begins 
 Please join us in exploring what it means to be Catholic.  

The Adult Inquiry/RCIA Process will be held on Tuesday 
evenings from 7 - 8 p.m.  in the Parish Hall.  We begin 
February 9th and continue on Tuesdays until Easter.  We 
will spend some time with Scripture and reflect on who 
we are as Catholic Christians as we work with those seek-
ing to join the Catholic Church at Easter.  We will also try 
to answer any questions you may have about the Church 
or living the Faith.  Covid precautions will be in place.  
NOTE:  On the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday (February 
16), the program will begin at 7:30 p.m. to accommodate 
Mass and the burning of palms. 

Burning of Palms and  
Paczki Party 

Mark your calendars:  Fat Tues-
day, February 16, 2021: 

There will be a Mass at 6:30 
p.m., followed by the burning of the old palms outside.  
Please bring your old palms that evening or anytime in 
the weeks before.  The evening will end with paczkis for 
all provided by Fr. Joe.  COVID restrictions will apply. 

-The Worship Commission 

Religious Article Sale 
On Saturday, February 27th and Sunday, 

February 28th, the Holy Land Family will be 
selling beautiful hjand carved religious art-
work made from olive wood and mosaics to 
help the Christian families in the Holy Land 
who rely on the selling of their religious work to make a 
living.  These families’ livelihoods have been largely af-
fected to the political conflict in the region. The Christian 
population in Bethlehem is decreasing and your support 
will help these families maintain their employment and 
allow them to stay in their homeland.  We invite you to 
come and browse before or after Mass, and we greatly 
thank you for your support.  God Bless You! 

Lend a Hand 
Our Church is in need of help with 

Live Streaming our masses on Face-
book Saturday and Sunday. If you’re 
interested, please contact Curtis 
Frizzell 734-564-0481 for more information. 
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Please contact the parish office if there is someone that no 
longer needs to be on our prayer/sick list.  Thank you. 

Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Sharron Mann 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Rich Nicholson 
Ron Wrobbel 
Erin Maddix 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Florence Grace 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
William Haun 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Dennis Collins 
Henry Johnson 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Eleanor Nibert 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Diana Collins 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Midlred Sova 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 
BobQuesada 

Joseph Randazzo  
Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Mary Burczycki    
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Doug Vega   
Mike Brookes 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Deborah Young 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Anthony Romej 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The Church, as a voice of the Gospel, proclaims the sa-

credness of all human life. Everyone created by God is 
fashioned in God’s image and has Divine DNA at the cen-
ter of their soul. God never leaves what God creates but 
always remains intimately bound to what he has given 
form. Everyone has a place and because they have re-
ceived the gift of Divine Blessing, nobody deserves to feel 
inferior, unworthy, unwanted, unclean or marginalized. 
Even the most broken of souls has a place. We, the Body 
of Christ, have the privilege and responsibility to give 
voice to the voiceless. The cries of the little one in his or 
her mother’s womb are just as sacred as the cries of one 
who is homeless and hungry. The migrant deserves our 
attention as much as the forgotten elderly and even the 
prisoner, with a heart hardened by anger and resent-
ment, deserves respect and dignity. 

The Gospel of Life is often hard to swallow, and we 
would rather keep those we consider unclean, different 
or unfixable in a place by themselves. There is far too 
much violence in this world and the result of that vio-
lence is the assault on human life. Many are forced to 
leave the place they call home in search of safer ground, 
finding few if any along the way who will help them. How 
different today’s Gospel story would be if Jesus gave in to 
what was politically correct at that time. The leper would 
have been turned away and a soul, already beaten down 
by disease and fear, would have experienced an even 
deeper wound. Jesus wouldn’t have captured much at-
tention from anyone, nor would he have mirrored the 
Father’s compassion and love. 

Where do we stand with all of this? Do we at least un-
derstand that God’s vision is often in conflict with the 
vision put forth in our world and even the one we ad-
vance ourselves? There is no doubt that it is incredibly 
challenging to find a place for everyone at the table. This 
challenge is compounded when the systems of operation 
and structure that are so ingrained in us affirm power 
and privilege rather than inclusivity and justice. Every-
thing really goes askew when the powerful begin to con-
trol who is entitled to wholeness and inclusion, and 
greed becomes a driving force. Prejudice and entitlement 
raise their ugly heads and we find ourselves with quite a 
mess. It’s time to admit that things have been a mess for 
a very long time. The mess needs to be healed, not by 
erasing it but by allowing God to touch it and make it 
whole. We need to bring God back to the center of life 
where God belongs. There are no easy solutions to the 
world’s dilemmas. But, knowing that wholeness, healing, 
and dignity are worthy pursuits, we can more confidently 
labor to achieve God’s vision. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
The Unfailing Goodness of God 

I have always wondered why Jesus told the cleansed 
leper not to publicize how he had been healed by the 
Son of God. It’s not that I can’t understand why Jesus 
would want to keep the matter quiet — after all, he 
knew that as soon as people heard, he would be mobbed 
with requests for healings, and his movements restricted.  

What gets me is the fact that Jesus simply must have 
realized the leper would not listen to him. Why give 
someone a command you know they will ignore? It’s a 
complicated question, and when I reflect on it, I can’t 
help but connect it to another equally complicated ques-
tion: why does God, all-good and all-knowing, allow bad 
things to happen? 

Yes, God is all-good and all-knowing. So when He gives 
us free will, He knows what we will do with it. However, 
He is also all-powerful. He can and will bring good from 
any situation, any tragedy, or even any instance where 
someone ignores Him. 

Was it a sin for this leper to do other than what Jesus 
had said? That’s a heavy question for a Sunday morning! 
But it’s plain to see that, even though this man ignored 
Jesus’ command, God still used his actions. How many 
were brought to Christ because of the news spread by 
this leper! 

As someone trying to live out a stewardship way of life, 
what is God requesting of you right now? 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 10 a.m. or by         
appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  February 13 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Gilbert Burczycki, Req. by the Burczycki Family 
5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, February 14, 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family 
11:30 a.m. Baptism 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, February 15 
No Mass 
Tuesday, February 16 
No Mass 
6:30 p.m. Mass/Burning of the Palms/Paczki Party 
7:30 p.m. Adult RCIA 
Wednesday, February 17, Ash Wednesday 
9 a.m. Mass  
6:30 p.m. Mass 
Thursday, February 18 
No Mass 
Friday, February 19 
No Mass 
   9 a.m. Cleaning Group 3 
Saturday,  February 20 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Rachel Jackson, 3rd Anniversary, Req. by Chris  
    Dixon 
 † Sharon Randazzo, 6th Anniversary, Req. by Joe 
    Randazzo  
5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, February 21, 1st Sunday of Lent 
10 a.m. Mass 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Weekly Offering 
January 31                        Env. = 56 
Weekly…………………………..$1,803.00 
1st Offering ............................ $9.00 
Solemnity of Mary ............... $10.00 
Energy .................................. $58.00 
Poor Box ................................ $7.00 
Maintenance ....................... $20.00 
Mass Intentions ................... $80.00 
FFC ..................................... $189.00 
TOTAL…………………………..$2,176.00 
 
 

Readings for the week of February 14, 2021 
Sunday: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/1 Cor 10:31—11:1/Mk 1:40-45 
Monday: Gn 4:1-15, 25/Mk 8:11-13 
Tuesday: Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Mk 8:14-21 
Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Lk 9:22-25 
Friday:  Is 58:1-9a/Mt 9:14-15 
Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Lk 5:27-32 
Next Sunday: Gn 9:8-15/1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15 

Sanctuary Lamp 
 

†George Moore, req. by Cheryl Moore 
(January 31 thru February 28) 

Join Us! 
Parish registration forms are in the pamphlet center 

between the doors.  Complete both sides of the form 
and turn it in to the parish office.  Welcome to our 
Church! 


