
Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

February 21, 2021 
1st Sunday of Lent 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Pray the Rosary with the 39’ers 
Mondays at 11 a.m. during Lent. 

Adult Inquiry for the Church (RCIA) Begins 
 Please join us in exploring what it means to be Catholic.  

The Adult Inquiry/RCIA Process will be held on Tuesday 
evenings from 7 - 8 p.m.  in the Parish Hall.  We begin 
February 9th and continue on Tuesdays until Easter.  We 
will spend some time with Scripture and reflect on who 
we are as Catholic Christians as we work with those seek-
ing to join the Catholic Church at Easter.  We will also try 
to answer any questions you may have about the Church 
or living the Faith.  Covid precautions will be in place.  
NOTE:  On the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday (February 
16), the program will begin at 7:30 p.m. to accommodate 
Mass and the burning of palms. 

Religious Article Sale 
On Saturday, February 27th and Sunday, 

February 28th, the Holy Land Family will be 
selling beautiful hjand carved religious art-
work made from olive wood and mosaics to 
help the Christian families in the Holy Land 
who rely on the selling of their religious work to make a 
living.  These families’ livelihoods have been largely af-
fected to the political conflict in the region. The Christian 
population in Bethlehem is decreasing and your support 
will help these families maintain their employment and 
allow them to stay in their homeland.  We invite you to 
come and browse before or after Mass, and we greatly 
thank you for your support.  God Bless You! 

Lend a Hand 
Our Church is in 

need of help with Live 
Streaming our masses 
on Facebook Saturday 
and Sunday. If you’re 
interested, please con-
tact Curtis Frizzell at 
734-564-0481 for 
more information. 
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Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
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BobQuesada 

Joseph Randazzo  
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1st Sunday of Lent 
St. Oscar Romero said, “Aspire not 

to have more, but to be more.” These 
powerful words provide the perfect 
framework for a conversion oriented 
Lenten experience. God is giving us this Lenten sign to 
stop being concerned about what you have and focus on 
who you are. This requires that we create a desert space 
and listen more attentively for God to reveal His pres-
ence. It is all so wonderfully simple on the one hand and 
so incredibly challenging on the other. The message is 
simple: love God, neighbor, and self. Those simple words 
make great sense, but we struggle translating them into 
reality. Our attachments, compulsions, obsessions, addic-
tions, routines, and busyness all anchor us to the “idol of 
the self,” keeping us mired in our compulsive need for 
self-aggrandizement. It’s not about us! 

God vowed, long ago, to nurture, sustain and protect 
the relationship He has with His people. He called us into 
being, nurtures us in being, and sustains us in being. 
Without the Loving Divine Presence, all life would cease. 
Once we slow down a bit and clear away some of the 
clutter, we can see how the journey of our life is unfold-
ing. We can see what brings us in and out of tune with 
God’s love and how we can better imitate God’s loving 
fidelity in our relationship with Him. In short, we will see 
our myopic short sightedness and figure out how we can 
better share the Divine Fire within with others. Lent isn’t 
just about giving stuff up for forty days and indulging 
again at Easter. We need to push things much farther 
and wrestle with the question of how we can be more. 
“Being more” means becoming more fully alive and in 
touch with the holiness of life and the divinity that lives 
in and empowers all beings and things. It is realizing that 
the “quality” of our presence is crucial to being an effec-
tive witness and herald of God’s unconditional love. 

The illusion we have bought into causes us to believe 
that the wrong things and systems matter. We tirelessly 
fight to keep things the way they are, to return to the 
former ways of doing things or restore some nostalgic 
fantasy memory of “life in the good old days.” Lent isn’t 
about maintaining what we have or returning to some-
thing that is gone. It’s about becoming something new. 
It’s about being more focused, centered, convicted, and 
grounded so that we can be a person who truly loves and 
treasures being made in the image of God. The secret to 
Gospel living is not found in accumulating anything for 
ourselves, even merit points for heaven. Gospel living 
means learning how to live with less so that others can 
live with more. The thought of permanently giving some-
thing up makes us feel uncomfortable. Truth often does. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
The Unlikely Suspects 

Have you ever taken a nature walk? Have you leisurely 
strolled through a forest or field, with no real destination 
in mind and your only objective being receptivity to and 
observation of all God’s creation? 

Sometimes, Scripture readings can feel like a nature 
walk. All of salvation history plays out against the back-
drop of the natural world, with all elements of God’s 
creation — plants and animals and the dust of the earth 
itself — turning in a supporting performance. How about 
Jesus in the hot and dusty desert, tempted, living 
“among the wild beasts?” Noah departed from his ark 
with the animals he rescued, observing God’s sign in the 
very clouds of the sky. Even God Himself, offering us sal-
vation from original sin through the waters of baptism. 

How often do we remember that God speaks to us 
through all of His creation, even in the unlikeliest sus-
pects? 

Let’s go back to the nature walk. It sounds like a lovely 
way to pass an afternoon, amongst wildflowers and but-
terflies, but don’t forget the beating hot sun, mosquitos, 
and threat of rain on the horizon. Remember, we’re not 
in heaven yet. Here on earth, God may be present in His 
creation, but that doesn’t mean it’s always easy to en-
dure. 

Lent is, essentially, a time to listen for the voice of God 
in places we may not expect: the mild irritations you ex-
perience when you’re craving the chocolate you gave up, 
or the dull pangs of hunger during the Ash Wednesday 
fast. It’s a golden opportunity to see the divine hand in 
all of creation, even those unlikely suspects. 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 10 a.m. or by         
appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  February 20 
4:30 p.m. Mass/Aid to Central Eastern Europe Churches 
 † Rachel Jackson, 3rd Anni., Req. by Chris Dixon 
 † Sharon Randazzo, 6th Ann., Req. by Joe Randazzo  
5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, February 21, 1st Sunday of Lent 
10 a.m. Mass/Aid to Central Eastern Europe Churches 
 Cecilia Powers, for a Successful Surgery, Req. by  
 Margaret Reyez 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, February 22, Chair of St. Peter 
No Mass 
Tuesday, February 23 
No Mass 
7 p.m. Adult RCIA 
Wednesday, February 24 
No Mass  
Thursday, February 25 
No Mass 
Friday, February 26 
No Mass 
6:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross - St. Vincent DePaul 
Saturday,  February 27 
4:30 p.m. Mass/Aid to Central Eastern Europe Churches 
 Anthony Romej, for his Health, Req. by Val & Gerard  
 Romej 
    Holy Land Family Artwork Sale 
 5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, February 28, 2nd Sunday of Lent 
10 a.m. Mass/Aid to Central Eastern Europe Churches 
 † Marco Rivera, 21st Ann., Req. by Maria Rivera 
 † Fred Taft, Jr., Req. by Kathy Lancaster 
    Holy Land Family Artwork Sale 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Weekly Offering 
February 7                        Env. = 47 
Weekly…………………………..$1,633.00 
1st Offering .......................... $15.00 
Energy ................................ $505.00 
Poor Box .............................. $20.00 
Mass Intentions ................... $45.00 
FFC ..................................... $125.00 
TOTAL…………………………..$2,343.00 
 
WeShare for January...….$1,633.00 
 
 

Readings for the week of February 21, 2021 
Sunday:  Gn 9:8-15/1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15 
Monday: 1 Pt 5:1-4/Mt 16:13-19 
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-32 
Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Mt 7:7-12 
Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48 
Next Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Rom 8:31b-34/ 
Mk 9:2-10  

Sanctuary Lamp 
 

†George Moore, req. by Cheryl Moore 
(January 31 thru February 28) 

†Rachel Jackson, req. by Chris Dixon 
(February 21 thru March 7) 

Anthony Romej, for Health, req. by Val & 
Gerard Romej 


