
Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

February 21, 2021 
2nd Sunday of Lent 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Pray the Rosary with the 39’ers 
Mondays at 11 a.m. during Lent. 

Join Us! 
Parish registration forms are in the pamphlet center 

between the doors.  Complete both sides of the form 
and turn it in to the parish office.  Welcome to our 
Church! 

Adult Inquiry for the Church (RCIA) Begins 
 Please join us in exploring what it means to be Catholic.  

The Adult Inquiry/RCIA Process will be held on Tuesday 
evenings from 7 - 8 p.m.  in the Parish Hall.  We begin 
February 9th and continue on Tuesdays until Easter.  We 
will spend some time with Scripture and reflect on who 
we are as Catholic Christians as we work with those seek-
ing to join the Catholic Church at Easter.  We will also try 
to answer any questions you may have about the Church 
or living the Faith.  Covid precautions will be in place.   

Religious Article Sale 
On Saturday, February 27th and Sunday, 

February 28th, the Holy Land Family will be 
selling beautiful hand carved religious art-
work made from olive wood and mosaics to 
help the Christian families in the Holy Land 
who rely on the selling of their religious work to make a 
living.  These families’ livelihoods have been largely af-
fected due to the political conflict in the region. The 
Christian population in Bethlehem is decreasing and your 
support will help these families maintain their employ-
ment and allow them to stay in their homeland.  We in-
vite you to come and browse before or after Mass, and 
we greatly thank you for your support.  God Bless You! 

Lend a Hand 
Our Church is in 

need of help with Live 
Streaming our masses 
on Facebook Saturday 
and Sunday. If you’re 
interested, please con-
tact Curtis Frizzell at 
734-564-0481 for 
more information. 
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Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Sharron Mann 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Rich Nicholson 
Ron Wrobbel 
Erin Maddix 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Florence Grace 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
William Haun 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Dennis Collins 
Henry Johnson 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Eleanor Nibert 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Diana Collins 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Midlred Sova 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 
BobQuesada 

Joseph Randazzo  
Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Mary Burczycki    
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Doug Vega   
Mike Brookes 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Deborah Young 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Anthony Romej 
Cyndi Lombardi 

February 28, 2021 
2nd Sunday of Lent 

A pregnant woman was walking in the store and met an 
old friend. Her friend exclaimed, “You are absolutely 
beaming!” The new life God placed in her womb radiated 
throughout her body. It was brightly visible on her face 
and in her eyes. Transformation and change usually hap-
pen from the inside out. It is 
very rare that simply imposing 
structure from the outside 
does any good. Yes, it is true 
that routines and habits can 
change when things are done 
differently. But, for this change 
to last there has to be an interior renewal and metamor-
phosis as well. Simply regulating behavior and bringing 
someone into conformity with accepted protocols does-
n’t mean their heart and soul come with them. 

Peter was a homeless man who lived in a very remote 
and rudimentary tent community. He was happy to make 
his daily trip to McDonald’s and always welcomed a gift 
card or two so that he could buy some coffee and some-
thing to eat. A generous advocate worked to secure him 
an apartment in hopes of moving Peter out of his make-
shift housing and into something safer. Peter finally got 
the grand tour of his new “digs,” received his own key, 
remarked how wonderful the place was, closed the door 
behind him when they left and never returned. He pre-
ferred his tent. No matter how much things changed on 
the outside, Peter was happy where he was. A poignant 
lesson was learned that day. 

How is your Lent going? By now you ought to have a 
sense of whether you’re really “into it” this year and 
something transformational is happening. For many, it’s 
only the stuff on the outside that changes for a few 
weeks and then they return to business as usual. For oth-
ers, there are some real inner changes happening that 
are deepening their relationships with God, others, self, 
and creation. If we are serious about moving to a new 
place and radiating with the presence of new life and joy, 
then we have to clear the way to listen for God’s call. 
Then, there is God’s request to change things up a bit 
and order our lives differently. After realizing we have 
been called and given a mission, we have to trust that 
this is where we need to be. And then, after all of this 
hard work we are asked to act. The fruit that is revealed 
will indicate whether our journey is authentic. The bril-
liance of conversion will begin to shine on our faces as 
we contemplate the One to whom we are asked to listen. 

©LPi 

Sanctuary Lamp 
 

†George Moore, req. by Cheryl Moore 
(January 31 thru February 28) 

†Rachel Jackson, req. by Chris Dixon 
(February 21 thru March 7) 

Anthony Romej, for Health, req. by Val & Gerard Romej 
(February 21 thru March 7) 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
When Sacrifice Becomes Mundane 

It seems to happen every year, like clockwork: we drag 
a bit, as we enter into the second week of Lent. On Ash 
Wednesday, we feel a bit like soldiers banging our 
shields, rushing into battle. “We’re ready, God!” our 
hearts cry out. “Transform us through sacrifice! Your will 
be done!” 

But by now, these Lenten resolutions are no longer 
novelties — they’ve joined the ranks of everyday incon-
veniences, which somehow are the hardest to bear. Be-
cause transformation, in real life, happens in inches, just 
as a battle is won slowly in the crash of one sword 
against another. It’s not always a dramatic thing, to the 
naked eye. It’s the perseverance in prayer despite weari-
ness, or the continual denial of some pleasure even 
though there’s that nagging voice in our minds saying: go 
ahead, God doesn’t really mind.  

It’s a week when we all need a shock to the system — 
and wouldn’t you know it, this Sunday God gives us a 
double-whammy of dramatic sacrificial scenes. We pic-
ture Abraham, who also cried “Ready!” when God called, 
never imagining what He would ask: the surrender of his 
long-awaited son. We see Christ himself transfigured, as 
God shows us what He is ready to give up for love of us. 

We must remain committed, persevering daily in ac-
knowledging that everything belongs to God. What we 
sacrifice, we simply give back to Him.  

If God is for us, who can be against us? Can we still re-
ply, “Ready!” when we hear the call of God? 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 10 a.m. or by         
appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  February 27 
4:30 p.m. Mass/Aid to Central Eastern Europe Churches 
 Anthony Romej, for his Health, Req. by Val & Gerard  
 Romej 
    Holy Land Family Artwork Sale 
 5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, February 28, 2nd Sunday of Lent 
10 a.m. Mass/Aid to Central Eastern Europe Churches 
 † Marco Rivera, 21st Ann., Req. by Maria Rivera 
 † Fred Taft, Jr., Req. by Kathy Lancaster 
    Holy Land Family Artwork Sale 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, March 1 
No Mass 
11 a.m. Rosary with the 39’ers 
Tuesday, March 2 
No Mass 
   7 p.m. Adult RCIA 
Wednesday, March 3. St. Katharine Drexel 
No Mass  
   6-7:30 p.m. Religious Education 
Thursday, March 4 
No Mass 
6:30 p.m. Reconciliation Liturgy 
Friday, March 5 
No Mass 
6:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross - Worship Committee 
Saturday,  March 6 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Russell Carl Elliott, Req. by Merle Kempisty    
 5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, March 7, 3rd Sunday of Lent 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Ronald Mazurek, Req. by Kathy Mazurek 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family 
     5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Weekly Offering 
February 14                        Env. = 72 
Weekly…………………………..$2,254.00 
1st Offering .......................... $15.00 
Energy .................................. $70.00 
Poor Box ................................ $7.00 
Little Books .......................... $23.00 
Solemnity of Mary ............... $10.00 
Grounds/Maintenance ........ $15.00 
Religious Education ............. $10.00 
TOTAL…………………………..$2,404.00 
 
 
 

Readings for the week of February 28, 2021 
Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Rom 8:31b-34/Mk 
9:2-10 
Monday: Dn 9:4b-10/Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20/Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20/Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10/Lk 16:19-31 
Friday:  Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Next Sunday:  Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/]/1 Cor 
1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25 or Ex 17:3-7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/
Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42 
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TV / Online Mass on Facebook 
Do you know someone unable to get to 

church because of illness, frailty, or other 
struggles? For the homebound,  you can 
tune in on Saturdays at 4:30 and Sundays 
at 10 a.m. on Facebook.  Just go to the 
Ss. Simon & Jude Catholic Community 
page, scroll down to Videos, and watch Mass from the 
comfort of your home.  Archbishop Vigneron has ex-
tended the stay at home dispensation until March 17th. 

Our Prayer List for the Sick 
Frequently parishioners will call to 

place a family member or friend on the 
prayer list for a surgery or brief illness 
and forget to notify the office after 
their recovery.  Our prayer list has 
grown quite extensively so at the 
beginning of each quarter we will be 
refreshing our prayer list for the sick.  If there is someone 
who needs to remain on the sick list please contact the 
parish office. 

Lend a Hand 
Our after mass sanitizing groups could use one or two 

more volunteers--especially after Saturday mass. Please 
call our coordinator, Johanna Gajda at 734-326-8044. 

 
 

We are very fortunate to have the support of our     
advertisers to offset the costs of printing our bulletin. 
Please thank them when you can, and give them the  
support of your business. Also, please mention that you 
saw their ad in our parish bulletin. For information on 
advertising in our bulletin, call LPI at 800-477-4574. 

Lenten Mass Schedule 
Here are the Mass dates from February 17 thru April 4:  

 Ash Wednesday - 9 
a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

 Stations of the Cross - 
6:30 p.m. on Fridays 

 Rosary - 11 a.m. on 
Mondays  

 Holy Thursday Mass - 
6:30 p.m. April 1 

 Youth Group Stations 
- April 2, 12:30 p.m. 

 Good Friday Service - 
April 2, 1:30 p.m. 

 Tenebrae - April 2,  
   8:30 p.m. 

 Blessing of the Bas-
kets - April 3, 11 a.m. 

 Easter Vigil - April 3, 
8:30 p.m. a.m. 

 Easter Sunday Mass - 
10 a.m. 

St. Vincent de Paul Corner 
When you make a monetary donation to 

St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) using your SVdP 
envelopes, 100% of your donation stays in 
our parish and is used to serve the needy 
here in our area of Westland.  Non-monetary donations 
to St. Vincent de Paul, including the monthly food 
collection and the Christmas Giving Tree, are also used 
for the needy in our area.   

A Prayer for our Church 
 

Gracious God, we the family of Ss. Simon and Jude, 
thank you for the continuing opportunity to carry 
out our mission of service and outreach to each 

other and the greater community. 
Please show us the way to continue to grow and 

prosper as the Community of Ss. Simon and Jude. 
With heartfelt gratitude and love,  

we pray to you, Lord. Amen. 

A Gentle Reminder 
A recent study that traced how 

the COVID-19 virus most quickly 
spreads found that the nose 
spreads more virus than the throat 
or lungs. 

In order to keep our parishioners 
safe, please follow these guidelines: 

 Make sure your mask covers your nose, mouth and 
chin. 

 Do not wear you mask under your chin with nose 
and mouth exposed. 

 Do not remove your mask while around others. 
 When going up to receive communion, don’t pull 

down your mask--take the host in your hands, go 
back to your seat, pull up your mask from your chin 
to expose your mouth and place the host on your 
tongue. 

Wear your mask properly to protect yourself and every-
one around you.  Thank you! 
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