
Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

March 7, 2021 
3rd Sunday of Lent 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Lenten Mass Schedule 
Here are the Mass dates from February 17 thru April 4:  

 Ash Wednesday - 9 
a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

 Stations of the Cross - 
6:30 p.m. on Fridays 

 Rosary with the 39’ers 
- 11 a.m. on Mondays  

 Holy Thursday Mass - 
6:30 p.m. April 1 

 Youth Group Stations 
- April 2, 12:30 p.m. 

 Good Friday Service - 
April 2, 1:30 p.m. 

 Tenebrae - April 2,  
   8:30 p.m. 

 Blessing of the Bas-
kets - April 3, 11 a.m. 

 Easter Vigil - April 3, 
8:30 p.m. a.m. 

 Easter Sunday Mass - 
10 a.m. 

Pray the Rosary with the 39’ers 
Mondays at 11 a.m. during Lent. 

Lend a Hand 
Our Church is in 

need of help with Live 
Streaming our masses 
on Facebook Saturday 
and Sunday. If you’re 
interested, please con-
tact Curtis Frizzell at 
734-564-0481 for 
more information. 

Please join us for the Stations 
of the Cross every Friday during 
Lent at 6:30 p.m.  This week’s 
Stations will be hosted by the 
Education Committee.  All are welcome! 

From St. Mary Outreach 
On behalf of myself and all the volunteers at St. Mary 

Outreach we would like to thank you for your generous 
donation of $500.00 on January 28, 2021.  Please be as-
sured this donation will help us to provide food and ser-
vices to those in the community who are experiencing 
great difficulty making ends meet.  

We here at the St. Mary Outreach Center are depend-
ent upon the kindness of caring friends like you.  Through 
thoughtfulness such as yours we will be able to continue 
serving individuals and families in need of food, clothing 
and household items. 

- Judy Wells, Director, St. Mary Outreach 
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3rd Sunday of Lent 
Many prefer a “create as you go” approach to life 

where laws and protocols primarily exist to secure and 
protect liberties rather than dictate and outline proper 
and right behavior. There are no 
real benchmarks for acceptable 
ethical and moral behavior, with a 
“you can’t tell me what to do” atti-
tude prevailing. Parents are even 
limited in what they can request of 
their children, and dealing with threatening behaviors, 
especially from adults, are a challenge as well. Accept-
able and expected conduct seems to amount to safe-
guarding each other’s space rather than increasing 
awareness of necessary relationships that require a more 
refined and higher response. 

We have lost our axis to the world of “anything goes” 
and no longer see the Ten Commandments as practical 
and wise guideposts to effective living. We live on 
“relativism island” where only a possible suggestion to 
“love and do not harm” may be the only standard able to 
be preached. While Jesus most certainly emphasized love 
above anything else, it was never about warm fuzzy feel-
ings or halfhearted humanitarian efforts. The love of 
which Jesus spoke establishes an intimate connection 
with God, neighbor, self, and creation. Because this love, 
who is God Himself, is at the foundational core of our 
lives, it demands actions and attitudes that serve to build 
up, increase, and free up those relationships. Love re-
quires proper conduct. Preserving and enhancing these 
love centered relationships is at the heart of the Ten 
Commandments (and the Beatitudes) and the reason for 
Jesus’ display of anger in the temple. 

The Ten Commandments can save the world from tur-
moil and conflict by instilling basic moral and relational 
principles within us. They also hold a healthy sense of sin 
in balance and always remind us of our relationship with 
God and the freedom God offers. Human beings can be 
so arrogant at times. Our Lenten journey, especially 
when embarked upon with sincerity and resolve, can re-
store all of our essential relationships. When we get ab-
sorbed in life’s preoccupations and demands, things can 
quickly get distorted and we can find ourselves way off 
track. In short, we find ourselves in sin. Humanity is los-
ing a sense of both grace and sin. We need both to un-
derstand what is real and true. Until we do, the oppres-
sive systems and ideologies that hurt so many will never 
change. We are grateful for those courageous souls who 
willingly embrace the conversion and hard work Lent de-
mands and stand against antiquated systems and ideolo-
gies. They give us hope that all is not lost. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Parents Just Don’t Understand 

Anybody remember the old rap song by the Fresh 
Prince, aka Will Smith, “Parents Just Don’t Understand?” 
As we grow up, it is sometimes a struggle for us to imag-
ine that our parents understand us. It can seem impossi-
ble that Mom and Dad remember the stress of exam 
week or peer pressure. We never saw them as children; 
we never saw their disappointed faces when they were-
n’t invited to a party, or their dashed hopes at a bad test 
grade. We never saw them homesick their first week of 
college or nervous to ask their crush to Homecoming. 

We’re often the same way about God. We gripe about 
what He asks of us. “He doesn’t understand sin — he’s all
-good,” we think. “He doesn’t understand temptation — 
He is perfect.” 

In Scripture, God can be very much a father, telling us 
what we can and cannot do. And yet, in His divine genius, 
He is sometimes simply a man at a well, asking for a 
drink. 

 For me, it turns out I didn’t need to tell my parents 
anything about what I was going through as a kid — they 
knew already. What I needed was for them to tell me 
what to do, and how to do it. 

Similarly, we don’t need to tell God about human na-
ture. We need God to tell us about His nature. He’s good 
enough to ask us for a drink, to enter into our humanity. 
But we have to remember, for our own sakes, to have 
the humility to ask Him for something, too — the water 
that will quench our eternal thirst. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 10 a.m. or by         
appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  March 6 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Russell Carl Elliott, Req. by Merle Kempisty    
 5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, March 7, 3rd Sunday of Lent 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Ronald Mazurek, Req. by Kathy Mazurek 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family 
     5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, March 8 
No Mass 
11 a.m. Rosary with the 39’ers 
Tuesday, March 9 
No Mass 
   7 p.m. Adult RCIA 
Wednesday, March 10 
No Mass  
   6-7:30 p.m. Religious Education 
Thursday, March 11 
No Mass 
Friday, March 12 
No Mass 
6:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross - Education Committee 
Saturday,  March 13 
4:30 p.m. Mass/Catholic Relief Services 
 † Gilbert Burczycki, Req. by the Burczycki Family    
 5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, March 14, 4th Sunday of Lent 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family 
 Renee` Plante, on her Birthday, req. by Joe Randazzo 
     5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Weekly Offering 
February 21                        Env. = 52 
Weekly…………………………..$1,827.00 
1st Offering .......................... $25.00 
Energy .................................. $15.00 
Poor Box ................................ $7.00 
Little Books .......................... $35.00 
Grounds/Maintenance ........ $90.00 
FFC ..................................... $345.00 
TOTAL…………………………..$2,344.00 
 
 
 

Readings for the week of March 7, 2021 
Sunday: Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/1 Cor 1:22-25/ 
Jn 2:13-25 or Ex 17:3-7/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-
15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42 
Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43/Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9/Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28/Lk 11:14-23 
Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Mk 12:28-34 
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6/Lk 18:9-14 
Next Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Jn 3:14-21 or 1 Sm 
16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-
17, 34-38  

Sanctuary Lamp 
 

†Rachel Jackson, req. by Chris Dixon 
(February 21 thru March 7) 

Anthony Romej, for Health, req. by Val & 
Gerard Romej 

(February 21 thru March 7) 


