
With Our Sympathy 
We would like to extend our sympathy to the 

family and friends of Genevieve Smith. Her 
Mass of the Resurrection was celebrated on 
Friday, March 12 .   

May her family and friends find comfort in 
their faith at this time and may Genevieve rest in eternal 
peace. 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

March 14, 2021 
4th Sunday of Lent 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Lenten Mass Schedule 
Here are the Mass dates from February 17 thru April 4:  

 Ash Wednesday - 9 
a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

 Stations of the Cross - 
6:30 p.m. on Fridays 

 Rosary with the 39’ers 
- 11 a.m. on Mondays  

 Holy Thursday Mass - 
6:30 p.m. April 1 

 Youth Group Stations 
- April 2, 12:30 p.m. 

 Good Friday Service - 
April 2, 1:30 p.m. 

 Tenebrae - April 2,  
   8:30 p.m. 

 Blessing of the Bas-
kets - April 3, 11 a.m. 

 Easter Vigil - April 3, 
8:30 p.m. a.m. 

 Easter Sunday Mass - 
10 a.m. 

Pray the Rosary with the 39’ers 
Mondays at 11 a.m. during Lent. 

Lend a Hand 
Our Church is in 

need of help with Live 
Streaming our masses 
on Facebook Saturday 
and Sunday. If you’re 
interested, please con-
tact Curtis Frizzell at 
734-564-0481 for 
more information. 

Please join us for the Stations 
of the Cross every Friday during 
Lent at 6:30 p.m.  This week’s 
Stations will be hosted by the 
Lectors.  All are welcome! 
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4th Sunday of Lent 
Is there something to Lent that goes beyond our own 

spiritual house cleaning and spiritual refinement? Yes, 
there is! It has to do with listening and learning so that 
we can take up the task of the Gospel with greater clarity 
and fortitude. While the spiritual refo-
cusing of Lent is necessary, the fruit of 
this Lenten conversion has much 
more to do with learning how we can 
be a better Church than it does about 
our eternal salvation. Salvation is a 
gift that flows out of God’s unconditional Mercy and can-
not be merited. The spiritual maturity we can experience 
as a result of our Lenten disciplines serves to reduce the 
anxiety and apprehension we may experience as messen-
gers of good, but very challenging, and unsettling, news. 

St. Oscar Romero said that, “a church that doesn’t pro-
voke any crises, a gospel that doesn’t unsettle, a word of 
God that doesn’t get under anyone’s skin, a word of God 
that doesn’t touch the real sin of the society in which it is 
being proclaimed, what gospel is that?” When we listen 
to those descriptive and provocative words, do they 
resonate with anything in our experience? As messen-
gers of the Gospel, we are called to bring an unsettling 
message to the world. If our main concern is protecting 
our self-interests, then we are missing something huge! 
Many really struggle with being rejected, dismissed, or 
perceived as someone who is speaking out of turn. There 
is a counter cultural message that must be preached that 
clearly sides with the poor, marginalized, victimized, op-
pressed, neglected, disregarded, and lost souls through-
out the world. There is a widespread misery among the 
peoples that is all too often allowed to fester with no one 
coming forward to offer a change or resolution. 

The Church can speak to the needed structural changes 
that will allow people to earn just wages, feed their fami-
lies and share abundantly and equally in the gifts of 
God’s good earth. Such a vision is not some optimistic 
fairy tale, but the vision of the Creator himself. Lent re-
minds us, as St. Oscar Romero also states, that, “we are 
workers, not master builder, ministers, not messiahs. We 
are prophets of a future not our own.” We are not called 
to labor simply for the benefit of the here and now but of 
the “what is to come.” Our myopic vision can be replaced 
by a more far reaching Lenten vision that is much greater 
and deeper in scope. As long as we are carrying the right 
blueprints with us and our thoughts extend beyond our-
selves, then even the little things we do and the simplest 
prayer we utter go a long way. They give witness to our 
preference for the light of Christ and not the darkness of 
error and sin. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Awake, O Sleeper! 

This morning came a little earlier than I would have 
liked — Daylight Savings Time always does. Sometimes 
that morning sunlight seems more intrusive than illumi-
nating. You’re still half-lost in sleep, and that sun is de-
manding of you a lot more than you’re ready to give.  

I’ve said it, and I’m sure you’ve said it, too. “Just five 
more minutes.” You hit the “snooze” button on your 
iPhone once (maybe twice? Show of hands?) and turn 
away from the window.   

So many kings of the Old Testament were steadfast in 
their sleepy ways, rejecting the light their God tried to 
share with them. Likewise, John tells us that, though 
Light — Christ — was sent into the world, the world pre-
ferred darkness.  

Sometimes it seems, when reading through Scripture, 
that all throughout salvation history, God has been trying 
to pull back the curtains, to rouse us from our defiant 
slumber. And we resist Him. Time and time again, we 
resist Him. 

Light brings a certain responsibility with it. It seems to 
compel productivity. Furthermore, there’s no hiding in 
the light. Any photographer worth his salt knows how to 
manipulate it, highlighting the good and casting some 
merciful shade on the bad.  

As we enter into the fourth week of Lent, we’re getting 
so close to the main event. Can we handle the light that 
will come on Easter morning, bursting into the tomb as 
the stone is rolled away? Can we keep ourselves from 
hitting the “snooze” button on our souls, and sit up to 
face the dawn of a new day? 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 10 a.m. or by         
appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  March 13 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Gilbert Burczycki, Req. by the Burczycki Family    
 5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, March 14, 4th Sunday of Lent 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family 
 Renee` Plante, on her Birthday, req. by Joe Randazzo 
     5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, March 15 
No Mass 
11 a.m. Rosary with the 39’ers 
Tuesday, March 16 
No Mass 
1 p.m. Reconciliation Liturgy 
   7 p.m. Adult RCIA 
Wednesday, March 17, St Patrick 
No Mass  
   6-7:30 p.m. Religious Education 
Thursday, March 18, Archbishop Maida’s 91st Birthday 
No Mass 
Friday, March 19, St. Joseph 
No Mass 
6:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross - Lectors 
Saturday,  March 20 
4:30 p.m. Mass/Catholic Relief Services 
 † Sr. Luanne Yocke, Req. by the Parish 
     5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, March 21, 5th Sunday of Lent 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family 
      5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Weekly Offering 
February 28                        Env. = 49 
Weekly…………………………..$1,587.00 
Energy .................................... $5.00 
Church in C/E Europe .......... $40.00 
Poor Box ................................ $7.00 
Little Books ............................ $3.00 
Baptisms ............................ $100.00 
FFC ..................................... $150.00 
Used Books ............................ $6.00 
Pascki Party ......................... $23.00 
Easter Flowers ..................... $10.00 
Hall Rental ......................... $200.00 
TOTAL…………………………..$2,131.00 
 
Online Giving for Feb ..... $1,993.00 

Readings for the week of March 14, 2021 
Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-
21 or 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 
or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 
Monday: Is 65:17-21/Jn 4:43-54 
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Jn 5:31-47 
Friday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 
22/Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53 
Next Sunday: Jer 31:31-34/Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 
or Ez 37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/ Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 
17, 20-27, 33b-45. 

Join Us! 
Parish registration forms are in the pamphlet center 

between the doors.  Complete both sides of the form 
and turn it in to the parish office.  Welcome to our 
Church! 


