
With Our Sympathy 
We would like to extend our sympathy to the 

family and friends of Phillip J. Bechard. The 
brother of our former priest, Fr. Gerard, he 
passed away on Friday, March 5, 2021 at home 
with his family by his side.   

May his family and friends find comfort in their faith at 
this time and may Phillip rest in eternal peace. 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 
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catholic 

March 21, 2021 
5th Sunday of Lent 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Lenten Mass Schedule 
Here are the Mass dates from February 17 thru April 4:  

 Ash Wednesday - 9 
a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

 Stations of the Cross - 
6:30 p.m. on Fridays 

 Rosary with the 39’ers 
- 11 a.m. on Mondays  

 Holy Thursday Mass - 
6:30 p.m. April 1 

 Youth Group Stations 
- April 2, 12:30 p.m. 

 Good Friday Service - 
April 2, 1:30 p.m. 

 Tenebrae - April 2,  
   8:30 p.m. 

 Blessing of the Bas-
kets - April 3, 11 a.m. 

 Easter Vigil - April 3, 
8:30 p.m. a.m. 

 Easter Sunday Mass - 
10 a.m. 

Pray the Rosary with the 39’ers 
Mondays at 11 a.m. during Lent. 

Please join us for the Stations 
of the Cross every Friday during 
Lent at 6:30 p.m.  This week’s 
Stations will be hosted by Fr. 
Joe Plawecki.  All are welcome! 

Holy Week Missalettes 
The Missalettes for Holy Week and the Easter season 

are in the Gathering Area.  Because of COVID concerns, 
we are not distributing them in Church.  However, we are 
putting them out on a table in the Gathering Area, and 
you may take one and keep it as your own to bring to 
Mass for yourself and your family.  We are asking $1.00 
donation for these Missalettes.  Thank you! 

 
-Worship Commission 
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5th Sunday of Lent 
Any good teacher or parent will tell you that once a 

lesson is really learned it doesn’t need to be taught 
again. When we internalize things we have learned, they 
become a part of who we are and influence how we per-
ceive and interact with our world. The same is true for 
the law God has written upon our 
hearts. Once humanity learns this 
lesson, we will simply know it to be 
true and act accordingly.  Some-
times, it is hard to get people to 
learn the lessons they need to learn. 
They are often distracted, disinterested, conflicted, mis-
directed, or just too stubborn and unable or unwilling to 
see what is right before their eyes. Understanding that 
God is in a loving and committed relationship with those 
fashioned and formed in God’s own image, seems like 
such a simple lesson to learn. But history and experience 
has proven that it is not.  

We struggle with faith, especially when that faith asks 
us to learn something very particular about ourselves. 
We must, like a grain of wheat, fall to the ground and 
die. Because God’s DNA is at the very core of who we 
are, there are specific pearls of wisdom that must be ac-
quired before we can live a full life. One very powerful 
lesson is that it is not the task of the world to tell us who 
we are and what has meaning, but God. For many, death 
is not an opportunity for greater life but a permanent 
ending to the life they have known. Jesus knew every 
dimension to what it means to be fully human because 
he was! He knows the joys, limitations, sorrows, frustra-
tions, wonders, suffering, opportunities, and joys of the 
human experience. Jesus can teach us a wealth of knowl-
edge and life’s lessons from his example, especially obe-
dience.  

When we accept the law God has placed in our hearts 
and gain wisdom from it, then when we suffer we learn 
to listen more attentively to the Voice behind that law. 
We naturally flee to our Creator for inspiration, consola-
tion, hope, direction, and comfort as we navigate 
through this time of darkness. We will not need to run 
from it, subdue it, fight it, or be overcome by it because 
we will know, having internalized this profound lesson 
before, that God will bring new life. God’s law is love and 
love never fails. Even in the moments of Jesus’ deepest 
despair, he glorified the name of his Father. What he 
learned allowed him to put everything in perspective and 
be obedient to the tender, loving Voice that echoed 
within. As Lent quickly winds down, may we learn the 
same! Then, may we gain the fortitude and wisdom to 
help others see what is right before their eyes. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
When Our Own Hour Comes 

We parents know that it’s tricky, tackling the topic of 
fear with our kids. We want them to know that it’s okay 
to be scared, that it’s something we all feel from time to 
time. We want them to understand that bravery isn’t the 
absence of fear, but the choices we make in persevering 
despite that feeling. 

Most of all, we want to model the right kind of behav-
ior for our kids. Whatever our scary situation is — illness, 
a job loss, life changes — we want them to see us make a 
choice to face that fear head-on. 

Jesus seems to be the parent who is gently broaching 
the topic of fear with his children. A great sense of fore-
boding hangs over these readings. Jesus knew what was 
coming. He knew it was going to be hard, both for him 
and for his followers, who did not have his courage. Even 
he admits to being “troubled” and he speaks of “the time 
of judgment.” There is the dramatic raising of Lazarus, 
the talk of how a grain of wheat must die in order to bear 
fruit, the depiction of Christ as an obedient student of his 
own suffering. 

“Yet what should I say?” he asks them. “‘Father, save 
me from this hour?’ But it was for this purpose that I 
came to this hour.” 

This week, Christ gives us a very parental gift: He shows 
us his fear, and he shows us how to conquer it. He chal-
lenges us to embrace the purpose for which we came to 
this hour — whatever that hour may hold. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 10 a.m. or by         
appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  March 20 
4:30 p.m. Mass/Catholic Relief Services 
 † Al Pieknik & Lisa Corey, Req. by Rose Pieknik 
     5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, March 21, 5th Sunday of Lent 
10 a.m. Mass/Catholic Relief Services 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family 
      5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, March 22 
No Mass 
11 a.m. Rosary with the 39’ers 
Tuesday, March 23 
No Mass 
   7 p.m. Adult RCIA 
Wednesday, March 24 
No Mass  
   6-7:30 p.m. Religious Education 
Thursday, March 25, Annunciation of the Lord 
No Mass 
Friday, March 26 
No Mass 
6:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross - Fr. Joe 
Saturday,  March 27 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Mary Tonna, Req. by Mary Rose Kangas 
     5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, March 28, Palm Sunday 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Mateo Gonzales & Enriqueta Gonzales Req. by Maria 
  Rivera  
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family 
      5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Weekly Offering 
March 7                            Env. = 108 
Weekly…………………………..$3,740.00 
Energy .................................. $85.00 
Grounds/Maintenance ........ $77.00 
Church in C/E Europe ............ $5.00 
Kroger’s ............................. $206.24 
Little Books .......................... $11.00 
Easter ................................... $40.00 
FFC ..................................... $324.00 
Used Books ............................ $6.00 
Initial Offering........................ $5.00 
Easter Flowers ................... $195.00 
Religious Education ............. $15.00 
Mass Intentions ................... $40.00 
TOTAL…………………………..$4,749.24 

Readings for the week of March 21, 2021 
Sunday:  Jer 31:31-34/Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 or Ez 37:12
-14/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45  
Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62/ 
Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 
56 [52b]/Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 
Friday:  Jer 20:10-13/Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]/
Jn 11:45-56 
Next Sunday: Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16/Is 50:4-7/Phil 
2:6-11/Mk 14:1—15:47 or 15:1-39 

Join Us! 
Parish registration forms are in the pamphlet center 

between the doors.  Complete both sides of the form 
and turn it in to the parish office.  Welcome to our 
Church! 


