
Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

March 28, 2021 
Palm Sunday of the  
Passion of the Lord 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Holy Week Schedule 

 March 29, 11 a.m.  Rosary with 
the 39’ers 

 April 1, 6:30 p.m. Holy Thursday Mass 

 April 2, Holy Friday: 12:30 p.m. Youth Group Sta-
tions of the Cross, 1:30 p.m. Good Friday Service, 
8:30 p.m. Tenebrae 

 April 3, Holy Saturday:  11 a.m. Blessing of the Bas-
kets, 8:30 p.m. Easter Vigil. 

 April 4, Easter Sunday: Mass 10 a.m. 

Friday, April 2, 12:30 p.m. 
Presented by the Youth 
Group. 

Pray the Rosary with the 39’ers 
Mondays at 11 a.m. during Lent. 

Join Us! 
Parish registration forms are in the 
pamphlet center between the doors.  
Complete both sides of the form and 
turn it in to the parish office.  Wel-
come to our Church! 

Holy Week Missalettes 
The Missalettes for Holy Week and the Easter season 

are in the Gathering Area.  Because of COVID concerns, 
we are not distributing them in Church.  However, we are 
putting them out on a table in the Gathering Area, and 
you may take one and keep it as your own to bring to 
Mass for yourself and your family.  We are asking $1.00 
donation for these Missalettes.  Thank you! 

-Worship Commission 

The New Guidebooks Are Here! 
Get your red-hot guidebooks with all the latest direc-

tory information.  They will be in a box in the Gathering 
Area, and are free to all parishioners.  One per house-
hold, please! 



SS. SIMON & JUDE PARISH                                                                                                                                                                                   PAGE 2 

Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Sharron Mann 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Rich Nicholson 
Ron Wrobbel 
Erin Maddix 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Florence Grace 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
William Haun 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Dennis Collins 
Henry Johnson 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Eleanor Nibert 
Paige Keatts 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Diana Collins 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Midlred Sova 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 
Bob Quesada 

Joseph Randazzo  
Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Mary Burczycki    
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Doug Vega   
Mike Brookes 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Deborah Young 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Anthony Romej 
Cyndi Lombardi 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
Many struggle with Jesus. Some who consider them-

selves faithful hail him in their churches but still struggle 
to figure out what to do with him on our streets. The 
message is somehow more palatable when it echoes pi-
ous renderings and sentiments and involves singing ho-
sannas during worship. It becomes a bit trickier when it 
gets to the part about changing the way we conduct the 
business of our lives, becoming more sensitive to the 
disadvantaged, poor, and marginalized, and living as ser-
vants of our Loving Creator. Ultimately, it is a struggle 
between wanting to be God ourselves and letting God be 
God as God is. That’s why it’s so easy to become hypo-
critical. We, like those who hailed Christ as he arrived in 
Jerusalem and sent Christ to the cross to die, also talk 
out of both sides of our mouths. We entertain what suits 
us at the time and walk away from the rest. 

Many neglect God’s beautiful creation because they 
prefer what humans have made instead.  The earth, 
flowers, and animals are all expendable if they stand in 
the way of the “more” we want to achieve. We seek to 
remove as many obstacles and hurdles as possible in 
search of the easiest, quickest, and most efficient path 
we can find. We have created drugs and laws that pre-
serve our free choice, even though it may mean setting 
aside God’s vision and example. Why suffer when we can 
easily be put to rest? Why endure insult or injury when 
we can retaliate, eliminate or subdue? Why accept life 
when it is acceptable to choose otherwise? We want to 
be God and resist accepting the fact that our real Creator 
has already given us the blueprints for the life we need 
to live in the Beatitudes and in the example of his Pas-
sion. We don’t like being stewards and managers and 
really want the power to do as we wish and desire.    

Where has the true, effective Christian voice been 
through all of the wars and violence, prejudice and un-
just conquests, abuse of human beings and attempted 
extinctions of nationalities, the establishments of proce-
dures and protocols that serve only a few and not the 
many and all of the injustices and exploitations that are a 
part of our human history? A few courageous prophets 
have stood up and out throughout all of the comings and 
goings of our human journey with many receiving the 
same fate as the Crucified One we hail this week. Some 
still walk among us as shining stars showing us how it 
really can be. How would Jesus’ journey have ended if he 
lived life as we do? Unless we encounter the good with 
the bad, the just with the unjust, the grace with the sin, 
the glory with the cross, the death with the life we most 
certainly risk rendering God obsolete. After all, haven’t 
we already convinced ourselves that we can do better? 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Walk Every Step with Christ 

Holy Week is a week for being mindful. We must set 
loose the baggage of Lent, and not be deterred by the 
dazzling sunrise of Easter morning beckoning in the dis-
tance. 

It’s okay for us to be excited for Easter. We’ve waited 
so long, after all. In my opinion it’s one of the best feel-
ings there is: the yearning we have in our hearts for the 
Resurrection as we embark on Palm Sunday. And in a 
purely logical sense, many of us have Easter celebrations 
for which we are preparing, and practical considerations 
to contend with. It’s going to be a busy week, one likely 
full of happy distractions. 

But my friends, we simply must keep our feet on the 
ground. Let’s not “skip” Holy Week. Resist the urge to flip 
to the last page of the book, to fast-forward to the final 
scene of the movie. Don’t rob yourself of the journey. 
This week is a blessed opportunity. It is this week that 
teaches us who we are. In the span of the Triduum, we 
have the birthday of the priesthood, the institution of 
the Eucharist, the sacrifice on Calvary and so many other 
vivid and meaningful scenes. 

It may sound strange, to advise someone to savor the 
moments of Holy Week. There are so many violent and 
heartrending moments, after all. But this is the valley of 
tears, remember — we are not in Heaven yet. And here, 
in our fallen, sin-filled world, it is the heartrending mo-
ments that seem to matter the most. 

These are the moments that define us as Catholics. Live 
them. Cherish them. Be present for each one. 



PAGE 3                                                                                                                                                                                    SS. SIMON & JUDE PARISH  

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 10 a.m. or by         
appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  March 27 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Mary Tonna, Req. by Mary Rose Kangas 
     5:30 p.m. Confessions   
Sunday, March 28, Palm Sunday 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Mateo Gonzales & Enriqueta Gonzales Req. by Maria 
  Rivera  
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family 
      5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, March 29 
No Mass 
11 a.m. Rosary with the 39’ers 
Tuesday, March 30 
No Mass 
   7 p.m. Adult RCIA 
Wednesday, March 31 
No Mass  
   6-7:30 p.m. Religious Education 
Thursday, April 1, Holy Thursday 
6:30 p.m. Holy Thursday Mass 
Friday, April 2, Good Friday 
12:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross - Youth Group 
1:30 p.m. Good Friday Service 
8:30 p.m. Tenebrae 
Saturday,  April 3, Holy Saturday 
11 a.m. Blessing of the Food Baskets 
8:30 p.m. Easter Vigil 
Sunday, April 4, Easter Sunday 
10 a.m. Mass/Baptism 
 † Thomas Mazurek Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family  
 † Gene Smith, Req. by Noreen Miles 
      5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Weekly Offering 
March 14                           Env. = 112 
Weekly…………………………..$2,214.00 
Energy .................................. $60.00 
Grounds/Maintenance ........ $70.00 
Solemnity of Mary ............... $15.00 
Poor Box ................................ $7.00 
Little Books ............................ $2.00 
Easter ................................. $150.00 
FFC ..................................... $406.00 
Used Books ............................ $6.00 
Initial Offering...................... $10.00 
Easter Flowers ..................... $50.00 
Religious Education ............. $35.00 
Mass Intentions ................... $80.00 
Missalettes ............................ $9.00 
TOTAL…………………………..$3,114.00 

Readings for the week of March 28, 2021 
Sunday: Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16/Is 50:4-7/Phil 2:6-11/
Mk 14:1—15:47 or 15:1-39 
Monday: Is 42:1-7/Jn 12:1-11 
Tuesday: Is 49:1-6/Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a/Mt 26:14-25 
Thursday: Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9/Rv 1:5-8/Lk 
4:16-21 
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/1 Cor 
11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15 
Friday: Is 52:13—53:12/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1—
19:42 
Saturday: Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/Gn 22:1-18 or 
22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-Ex 14:15—15:1/Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 
17-18 [1b]/Is 54:5-14/Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [3]/Bar 
3:9-15, 32—4:4/Ez 36:16-17a, 18-Rom 6:3-11/Mk 16:1-7 
Next Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-
8/Jn 20:1-9 or Mk 16:1-7 or Lk 24:13-35 
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St. Vincent de Paul 
Donations 

When you make a monetary donation 
to St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) using your 
SVdP envelopes, 100% of your 
donation stays in our parish and is used 
to serve the needy here in our area of Westland.  Non-
monetary donations to St. Vincent de Paul, including the 
monthly food collection and the Christmas Giving Tree, 
are also used for the needy in our area.  Your monetary 
donations will be recorded on your year end statement 
for tax purposes. Unfortunately, we cannot accept 
receipts or record non-monetary donations for tax 
purposes.    Thank you very much for your generous gifts 
to St. Vincent de Paul!  

TV / Online Mass on Facebook 
Do you know someone unable to get to 

church because of illness, frailty, or other 
struggles? For the homebound,  you can 
tune in on Saturdays at 4:30 and Sundays 
at 10 a.m. on Facebook.  On Facebook, 
just go to the Ss. Simon & Jude Catholic 
Community page, scroll down to Videos, and watch Mass 
from the comfort of your home.   

A Prayer for our Church 
 

Gracious God, we the family of Ss. Simon and Jude, 
thank you for the continuing opportunity to carry 
out our mission of service and outreach to each 

other and the greater community. 
Please show us the way to continue to grow and 

prosper as the Community of Ss. Simon and Jude. 
With heartfelt gratitude and love,  

we pray to you, Lord. Amen. 

A Gentle Reminder 
A recent study that traced how 

the COVID-19 virus most quickly 
spreads found that the nose 
spreads more virus than the throat 
or lungs. 

In order to keep our parishioners 
safe, please follow these guidelines: 

 Make sure your mask covers your nose, mouth and 
chin. 

 Do not wear you mask under your chin with nose 
and mouth exposed. 

 Do not remove your mask while around others. 
 When going up to receive communion, don’t pull 

down your mask--take the host in your hands, go 
back to your seat, pull up your mask from your chin 
to expose your mouth and place the host on your 
tongue. 

Wear your mask properly to protect yourself and every-
one around you.  Thank you! 

The Lighter Side 
Are there HMOs in Heaven? 

A doctor, a nurse, and the top executive of an HMO 
died and were in line together at the pearly gates. St. 
Peter asked each one what good they had done in their 
lives.  

The doctor said, “I have devoted my life to the sick and 
needy and have had a part in caring for and healing thou-
sands of people.”  

St. Peter replied, “That’s great. Go ahead into heaven.”  
The nurse chimed in, “I have supported the doctor and 

his patients my entire life as an adult, have taken time to 
explain things to patients, and have helped them lead 
healthy lives.”  

“Wonderful,” says St. Peter. “Please proceed in with 
the doctor.”  

Then the executive said, “I was the president of a very 
large health maintenance organization. I was responsible 
for the healthcare of millions of people all over the coun-
try.”  

St. Peter says, “Oh, I see. Please go on in ... but you can 
only stay two nights!”  

 

Just a Second 
Adam: What is a million years like to you? 
God: Like one second. 
Adam: What is a million dollars like to you? 
God: Like one penny. 
Adam: Can I have a penny? 
God: Sure, just a second. 
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