
Never Write Another Check to SS 
Simon and Jude Again! 

Our parish has been using an Online Giving system that 
is strengthening stewardship as well as making it easier 
for members to support our parish. There are many 
benefits for the parish and for parishioners that choose 
to give online. Some of the benefits for the parishioner 
include: no need to write checks; you can give even if 
you are unable to attend services; and your contribution 
amount can easily be adjusted. 

The benefits for the parish include: no check processing 
fees; more consistent giving with recurring contributions; 
online donation summaries for record keeping; reaches a 
wider demographic of givers; and accommodates all 
special parish collections and missions. 

Those who wish to continue to use traditional methods 
of offering may do so, however, we ask that you 
prayerfully consider Online Giving. If you would like to 
enroll, please visit our website at 
www.stssimonandjude.com, click on the Online Giving 
tab, and follow the directions. If you have any questions 
about the program or about setting up your account, 
don't hesitate to call our parish office at (734) 722-1343.  
Thank you! 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Parish Office Hours  
  

Monday - Friday - 9 a.m. - Noon 

 Tuesday Afternoon - 1 - 4 p.m. 

 

The St. Vincent de Paul office hours: 

  Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri. - 9 a.m. - Noon 

Join Us! 
 

 
Parish registration forms 

are in the pamphlet center 
between the doors.  Com-
plete both sides of the 
form and turn it in to the 
parish office.  Welcome to 
our Church! 

April 18, 2021 
Third Sunday of Easter 
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Please contact the parish office if there is someone that no 
longer needs to be on our prayer/sick list.  Thank you. 

Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Sharron Mann 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Rich Nicholson 
Ron Wrobbel 
Erin Maddix 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Florence Grace 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
William Haun 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Dennis Collins 
Henry Johnson 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Eleanor Nibert 
Paige Keatts 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Diana Collins 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Midlred Sova 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 
Bob Quesada 
Joe Kocsis 

Joseph Randazzo  
Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Mary Burczycki    
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Doug Vega   
Mike Brookes 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Deborah Young 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Anthony Romej 
Cyndi Lombardi 

April 18, 2021 
3rd Sunday of Easter  

We often act out of ignorance. Armed with the best of 
intentions, we think we are seeing clearly and correctly, 
but we are not. We don’t always understand the full 
meaning of things and only perceive part of the truth. 
Hence, our judgments and actions can be impaired by 
myopic, incomplete or erroneous perceptions. The 
meaning of life, understanding of human experience, and 
negotiating life’s challenges can all 
become skewed without proper un-
derstanding and vision. The resurrec-
tion of Christ is the corrective to our 
incomplete and limited view of life. 
Looking at things with the eyes of 
faith brings a depth of clarity and understanding to how 
we see God, ourselves, others, and the world. 

Even the disciples struggled with their limited under-
standing and ignorant perceptions. It was only when Je-
sus opened their minds to understand the Scriptures that 
their eyes were opened. It was their “aha” moment 
when everything clicked. We all want the substance of 
our lives to come together, make sense, and have mean-
ing. This is easier to achieve when things are going posi-
tively, and life is good. It is when suffering, disappoint-
ment, death, hardship, and injustice enter the picture 
that things can become unsettled and disoriented. Our 
faith in the goodness and love of God is tested. We tend 
to shift our focus on these difficult and challenging mo-
ments and do not see them within the greater picture of 
how God intends life to unfold. We can gain, from the 
passion and resurrection of Christ, the clear vision we 
need in order to move away from ignorance to enlighten-
ment. 

We need our “aha” moment when everything comes 
together and clicks. It can come in a fleeting instant 
when we feel totally connected with God, where we find 
ourselves, others and all of creation. It is a moment when 
all is right and good, regardless of how difficult our jour-
ney. Our “aha” moment assures us that God is here, right 
with us, in us and around us bringing us a gift and bless-
ing we can receive nowhere else: peace. In those brief 
sacramental encounters when we are lifted up out of 
ourselves and centered, we can hear God say, “peace be 
with you,” and we feel secure. It’s all okay. The resur-
rected Christ has the power to bring this gift to us.  Some 
people, as they are facing their deaths, remark about this 
peace. When looking into the window of eternity, they 
experience a depth of joy and are amazed at God’s good-
ness and closeness. We are called to be witnesses to this 
Good News. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
How to Fail Your Way to Heaven 

You know what are some of my favorite moments in 
Scripture? The little “Easter eggs” of Jesus’ humanity, 
things like Jesus falling asleep, Jesus drawing in the sand, 
Jesus playing with kids. And how about Jesus rising from 
the dead, appearing to his disciples and saying, “So, have 
you got anything to eat?” 

It’s right for us to always keep in mind that Jesus is 
God. But we also have to remember that he was man. He 
got hungry. He cried when he felt sad and laughed when 
he felt happy. He got tired. He got bored.  

Because he was God, none of those feelings ever led 
him into sin, like they do us. He never spent a car ride 
trying to pass the hours by seeing how annoyed he could 
make his older sister. He never smacked Peter over the 
head for saying something really stupid. But he did 
unleash some Biblically righteous anger on those traders 
in the temple, didn’t he? And he wasn’t shy about calling 
Peter “a Satan” when his friend tempted him to take the 
easy way out.  

It’s the tightrope walk we all try to balance every day, 
honoring our human emotions while still answering 
God’s call to be better. Being perfect isn’t the domain of 
the Christian — that’s the domain of Christ only. Trying 
and failing, then trying again (and failing again) and again 
and again? That’s the domain of the Christian. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 10 a.m. or by         
appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  April 17 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Gilbert Burczycki Req. by the Burczycki Family 
 Fr. Gerard Bechard, Special Intentions, Req. by Chris  
    Dixon 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, April 18, Third Sunday of Easter 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Al Pieknik, Req. by Rose Pieknik  
 † Lisa Corey, Req. by Rose Pieknik 
     5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, April 19 
No Mass 
Tuesday, April 20 
No Mass 
Wednesday, April 21, St. Anselm 
No Mass  
  6 - 7:30 p.m. Religious Education 
Thursday, April 22 
No Mass 
Friday, April 23 
No Mass 
Saturday,  April 24 
9 a.m. Cleaning Group 4 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Joseph Tyrchniewicz Req. by Mary & Larry T. 
 † Michael Aversa, 8th Anniversary, Req. by  
   Chris Dixon 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, April 25, Fourth Sunday of Easter 
10 a.m. Mass/39’ers Corp. Communion 
 † Jean Smith, Req. by The 39’ers  
      5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Weekly Offering 
April 4                                   Env. = 89 
Weekly…………………………..$2,417.00 
Energy .................................. $65.00 
Grounds/Maintenance ........ $15.00 
Poor Box ................................ $7.00 
Little Books ............................ $4.00 
Easter ................................. $725.00 
FFC ..................................... $175.00 
Easter Flowers ..................... $80.00 
Religious Education ............... $5.00 
Missalettes ............................ $3.00 
Sound System .................... $100.00 
TOTAL…………………………..$3,596.00 

Readings for the week of April 18, 2021 
Sunday: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/1 Jn 2:1-5a/Lk 24:35-48 
Monday: Acts 6:8-15/Jn 6:22-29 
Tuesday: Acts 7:51—8:1a/Jn 6:30-35 
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8/Jn 6:35-40 
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40/Jn 6:44-51 
Friday:  Acts 9:1-20/Jn 6:52-59 
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42/Jn 6:60-69 
Next Sunday: Acts 4:8-12/1 Jn 3:1-2/Jn 10:11-18 

Sanctuary Lamp 
†Michael Aversa, 8th Anniversary, req. by 

Chris Dixon  
(April 18 - May 2) 

Fr. Gerard Bechard, Special Intentions, req. 
by Chris Dixon  

(April 11 - April 25) 


