
Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

 

Pastoral Council    
Nominees Sought 
 
This year, we were looking to 

replace six members whose service is coming to an end.   
If you are new to our Parish, please consider getting in-
volved.  Pray about it.  If you would like more informa-
tion about being a member, please contact Judy Nichols 
at (586) 419-5690, any other Commission member, or let 
the Parish office know of your intent to join.  Those 
elected will be announced at Pentecost Mass, May 23. 
Thank you for your support! 

April 25, 2021 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Why Attend a Family Gathering? 
Families of Parishes evolved with the lay faithful in mind.   
1. Families of Parishes are for the benefit of lay faithful.  

If there are not enough priests to minister to each indi-
vidual parish, the grace of the sacraments will not be 
available to us. 
We need to come together as one Body. 
Come and meet the other parishes in your family, learn 

about their unique characteristics. Participate in dis-
cussions with other members of your family.  

 2.  Hear stories from lay persons in dioceses that have 
already participated in such a transition.  

We learn through the experiences of others. 
3. Begin the chapter of journeying in faith with many 

other Catholics in your community. 
You may see them every day but have never met. 

 4. This is what being a joyful missionary disciple is about. 
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Please contact the parish office if there is someone that no 
longer needs to be on our prayer/sick list.  Thank you. 

Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Sharron Mann 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Rich Nicholson 
Ron Wrobbel 
Erin Maddix 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Florence Grace 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
William Haun 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Dennis Collins 
Henry Johnson 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Eleanor Nibert 
Paige Keatts 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Diana Collins 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Midlred Sova 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 
Bob Quesada 
Joe Kocsis 

Joseph Randazzo  
Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Mary Burczycki    
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Doug Vega   
Mike Brookes 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Deborah Young 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Anthony Romej 
Cyndi Lombardi 

April 25, 2021 
4th Sunday of Easter  

Any builder worth his or her 
salt knows the value and impor-
tance of a cornerstone. Properly 
laying and securing this primary 
unit determines how the rest of the project unfolds and 
its success. Cornerstones are necessary elements not 
only of buildings but of lives as well. Many human beings 
conduct the business of their lives paying little attention 
to a grounding reference or starting point. Hence, what 
unfolds is a tapestry of relativism, with few anchors or 
guideposts and many impulsive choices. Some consider 
love to be their cornerstone. While this may sound at-
tractive and useful, the pursuit of love without a simulta-
neous pursuit of its source can be shallow and self-
focused. Just because a person chooses to do no harm 
and love others does not mean that they are living in 
truth and properly anchored to the real cornerstone. 

Jesus is the true and authentic cornerstone and shep-
herd. It is only in following the Risen One as the way, the 
truth, and the life that we can move from being well 
grounded ethical people to properly focused moral ones. 
Proper conduct, a true sense of justice, wisdom, virtue, 
moral principles, faith, hope, and love will be difficult to 
find unless we listen to the right Voice. It is when we 
learn to listen to the voice of God that we begin our jour-
ney on the road to salvation. It is only the Good Shep-
herd, the authentic and solid cornerstone, who can guide 
us through life’s questions and challenges and bring us to 
the safe and proper pasture. 

A person’s life only has meaning when the cornerstone 
is properly selected and set. Understanding themselves 
only as random acts of creation, existing without intent 
or purpose, will color their choices and influence their 
decisions. The foundation of their lives will be simply a 
matter of preference and choice, leaving benchmarks of 
growth and higher ideals optional to pursue. Whereas 
people who believe that they are fashioned and loved 
into existence by a God who purposely made them, have 
this incredible unconditional relationship at their source 
which has tremendous significance. Their allegiance is 
not to themselves but to their Creator. Life, then, is an 
adventure in search of this Creator God and a journey of 
self-discovery that seeks to unite their will to His. There 
is a cost. We have to give up our life in order to gain our 
life. As ironic as that sounds, it is true. It is only when we 
finally figure this out that the true cornerstone of our 
lives will be properly laid and we can, with God’s help, 
get about the business of properly constructing a temple 
that endures. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Confidence in Princes 

Have you ever confided your problems to a friend, only 
to get the answer, “have you prayed about it as much as 
you’ve talked about it?” 

Like all good advice, it can really irritate the recipient at 
first. Here I am, vulnerable and wounded, unloading my 
problems, and this joker tries to load them right back up 
and ship them off to Someone with a higher pay grade.  

But again, like all good and irritating advice, it rings true 
if you sit and think about it.  

Sure, venting is helpful. We all need that friend or fam-
ily member who can listen to our problems. But if we 
ever start to think that person can solve them, it’s a good 
sign that we’re losing perspective. 

Are you looking to the world for an answer? Are you 
looking in the mirror, expecting to find a solution to your 
problems? Are you expecting happiness, peace, content-
ment or justice to come from any place other than God?  

“It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to put confi-
dence in princes,” the Psalms tell us. Well, I’ve never put 
much confidence in princes. But when it comes to prob-
lems, I often find myself telling God to take a step back 
— “I’ve got this.” 

It’s tough to pray about any problem as much as you 
talk about it. We want so badly to tackle the issue our-
selves. But I’ll let you in on a secret: it doesn’t matter 
what the question is, we don’t have the answer. Take it 
to the One who does. 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 10 a.m. or by         
appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  April 24 
9 a.m. Cleaning Group 4 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Joseph Tyrchniewicz Req. by Mary & Larry T. 
 † Michael Aversa, 8th Anniversary, Req. by  
   Chris Dixon 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, April 25, Fourth Sunday of Easter 
10 a.m. Mass/39’ers Corp. Communion 
 † Jean Smith, Req. by The 39’ers  
     5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, April 26 
No Mass 
Tuesday, April 27 
No Mass 
Wednesday, April 28 
No Mass  
  6 - 7:30 p.m. Religious Education 
Thursday, April 29, St. Catherine of Siena 
No Mass 
Friday, April 30 
No Mass 
Saturday,  May 1, Bishop Gumbleton’s 53rd Anniversary 
4:30 p.m. Mass/Ushers’ Club Mothers Appreciation Day 
 Anthony Romej, for Health Req. by Gerard & Val Romej 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, May 2, 5th Sunday of Easter 
10 a.m. Mass/Ushers’ Club Mothers Appreciation Day 
 † Jean Smith, Req. by Joyce Bujak 
   † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family 
     5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Weekly Offering 
April 11                                 Env. = 80 
Weekly…………………………..$2,258.00 
Grounds/Maintenance ........ $35.00 
Poor Box ................................ $7.00 
Little Books ............................ $5.00 
Easter ................................. $125.00 
FFC ....................................... $70.00 
Mass Intentions ................... $15.00 
TOTAL…………………………..$2,515.00 
 
WeSare for March………..$1,738.50 
 
 

Readings for the week of April 25, 2021 
Sunday: Acts 4:8-12/1 Jn 3:1-2/Jn 10:11-18  
Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Jn 10:1-10 
Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Jn 10:22-30 
Wednesday: Acts 12:24—13:5a/Jn 12:44-50 
Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Jn 13:16-20 
Friday:  Acts 13:26-33/Jn 14:1-6 
Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Jn 14:7-14 St. Joseph the 
Worker: Gn 1:26—2:3 or Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24/Mt 13:54
-58 
Next Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8 

Sanctuary Lamp 
†Michael Aversa, 8th Anniversary, req. by 

Chris Dixon  
(April 18 - May 2) 

Jeanette & Steven, for Health, req. by  
Flo Felduchak 

(April 25 - May 9) 
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Our Prayer List for the Sick 
Frequently parishioners will call to 

place a family member or friend on the 
prayer list for a surgery or brief illness 
and forget to notify the office after 
their recovery.  Our prayer list has 
grown quite extensively so at the 
beginning of each quarter we will be 
refreshing our prayer list for the sick.  If there is someone 
who needs to remain on the sick list please contact the 
parish office. 

A Prayer for our Church 
 

Gracious God, we the family of Ss. Simon and Jude, 
thank you for the continuing opportunity to carry 
out our mission of service and outreach to each 

other and the greater community. 
Please show us the way to continue to grow and 

prosper as the Community of Ss. Simon and Jude. 
With heartfelt gratitude and love,  

we pray to you, Lord. Amen. 

Easter Flower Donations  
Thank you for your generous donations 

for our Easter Flowers.  Donations made 
“In Memory Of/In Honor of”, are listed in 
parenthesis.   

Margaret Reyez (Frank Reyez, Leo & Mary Helen Hoare, 
David Veloz, Wilma Hayden, Ida Blankenship).  Robin 
Wagner (Iole LeTissier, godmother).  Kerry Finley (Mel 
Weeg, Whitney Lack).  Ann Zimmerman (Robert Zimmer-
man, Peter & Rose Podolski, Marvszewicz Family, Sr. Vic-
toria Indyk). Mr. & Mrs Robert Gajda (Eleanor Gajda & 
Leora Remeikis).  Judy Nichols (Nancy Outland). 

Rose Ann Boguslawski (Ted & Ann Boguslawski, Alex-
sander & Klementyna Boguslawski, Jan & Aniela Pawluk-
iewicz, Edward Pawluskiewicz, Ed, Maxine & Matthew 
Lukasiewicz, Paula “Kay” Sweet).  Janet Smeltzer (Walter 
Smeltzer & Sandra King).  Joseph Randazzo (Norma & 
Sharon Randazzo).  Delphine Mazurek (Ron Mazurek). 

Mr. & Mrs. John Shroat (Helen & John Shroat, Albert & 
Julia Marquis). Mr. & Mrs. Ron Landon (Gene Smith, Tom 
Landon, Knapp Family, Solak Family, Cabrini Dolemba).  
Jennifer Sulfridge (Paulette Medvecky, Margaret Sul-
fridge).  Toni Doupe (Thomas Doupe).  Kris & Michael 
Malinowski (Alvin & Millie Malinowski, Stella Melendez). 

Ms. Lorraine Novock (the Novock Family, the Macko-
wicz Family, the Koskie Family, the Taras Family and the 
Poor Souls).  Michael Potrzuski (Kathleen, Rick, Mom & 
Dad & In-Laws).  Mr. & Mrs. John Sandford (the Deceased 
Members of the Schywstell and Sandford Families).  Toni 
Hickson (her sisters Helen, Judy & Leona, Bob Hickson).  
Kim Walter (Tom Lentine & Manny Lentine).  Carol Hall 
(Melville S. Hood, Jr. & Jeannie Morcci). 

Mr. & Mrs. Rudy Sedlarik (Paulinhe Sedlarik, Rudy Sed-
larik, Sr., Irene Brandvild,  & Jeannette Brunker). 

Lighter Side 
Fiscal Riddles 
Q. Who was the greatest financier in the Bible? 
A. Noah. He was floating his stock while everyone else 
was in liquidation. 
 
Q. Who was the greatest female financier in the Bible? 
A. Pharaoh’s daughter. She went down to the bank of the 
Nile and drew out a little prophet. 
 

A Good Sermon 
The secret of a good sermon is to have a good begin-

ning and a good ending; and to have the two as close 
together as possible.                   — George Burns 

©LPi 
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