
Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

 

Pastoral Council    
Nominees Sought 
 
This year, we were looking to 

replace six members whose service is coming to an end.   
If you are new to our Parish, please consider getting in-
volved.  Pray about it.  If you would like more informa-
tion about being a member, please contact Judy Nichols 
at (586) 419-5690, any other Commission member, or let 
the Parish office know of your intent to join.  Those 
elected will be announced at Pentecost Mass, May 23rd. 
Thank you for your support! 

May 2, 2021 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Why Attend a Family Gathering? 
Families of Parishes evolved with the lay faithful in mind.   
1. Families of Parishes are for the benefit of lay faithful.  

If there are not enough priests to minister to each indi-
vidual parish, the grace of the sacraments will not be 
available to us. 
We need to come together as one Body. 
Come and meet the other parishes in your family, learn 

about their unique characteristics. Participate in dis-
cussions with other members of your family.  

 2.  Hear stories from lay persons in dioceses that have 
already participated in such a transition.  

We learn through the experiences of others. 
3. Begin the chapter of journeying in faith with many 

other Catholics in your community. 
You may see them every day but have never met. 

 4. This is what being a joyful missionary disciple is about. 

Road Rally - Fun for All! 
What are you doing Saturday, May 22nd?  The Ushers 

are hosting a  Road Rally (maximum teams of 4 @ $20 
per vehicle).  Come join the Ushers Club for a fun filled 
evening - check-in begins at 6:15 p.m.  No, not a scaven-
ger hunt.  Not a treasure hunt.  Just follow direction by 
solving games and puzzles.  Save the date - tell your 
friends and spread the word.  Details will be published in 
the next bulletin.  Pre-reservations are required by call-
ing Norm at (734) 748-3848 or Bob at (734) 728-1247. 

Kroger Rewards 
Another way to donate to our Parish is to shop at 

Kroger’s and sign up to give your reward points to Ss. 
Simon and Jude.  If you are an existing rewards member,  
go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com, sign in, click 
on Michigan and click on “Enroll.” Ss. Simon and Jude’s 
reward number is EU671. 

If you only shop occasionally at Kroger, use alternate 
rewards ID 734-722-1343.  You get the discount, and we 
get the points. 

Just check you receipt--it should say, “At your request, 
Kroger’s is donating to SS Simon and Jude”.  Thanks!! 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
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Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Sharron Mann 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Rich Nicholson 
Ron Wrobbel 
Erin Maddix 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Florence Grace 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
William Haun 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Dennis Collins 
Henry Johnson 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Eleanor Nibert 
Paige Keatts 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Diana Collins 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Midlred Sova 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 
Bob Quesada 
Joe Kocsis 

Joseph Randazzo  
Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Mary Burczycki    
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Doug Vega   
Mike Brookes 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Deborah Young 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Anthony Romej 
Cyndi Lombardi 

May 2, 2021 
5th Sunday of Easter  

“Spiraling out of control,” is a 
phrase that can easily describe 
the current display of human 
existence. In addition to the vio-
lence, unrest, uneasiness and turmoil that are common 
elements of our daily news, other essential pieces are 
misplaced or missing. Many lack an objective center 
around which to order and structure their lives or a clear 
set of definable goals or mores to act as guideposts and 
life directives. It appears that “feelings” have become a 
“new god” and traditional structures and ideals set aside. 
It is almost as if history only shows that we got this 
whole thing wrong and many are determined to finally 
set things right. The real truth, however, is that while 
wrongs and errors are certainly a part of our often-
checkered past, it is hardly the case that all was wrong. It 
is not our task to rewrite the history of our lives, but to 
learn from mistakes that were made, and preserve the 
perennial wisdom at the root of our successes. Learning 
is an essential part of being human. 

The question becomes, however, from whom do we 
learn? Some have such a hard time placing God in that 
position, but that is precisely where God needs to be. 
God is the Master Teacher from whom all of humanity 
learns and gets its cues. It is in and through this relation-
ship with the Gardener of Life that we are fashioned and 
pruned into the people we are intended to be and can 
be. It is only in God that we are able to find our best 
selves. Sadly, many think that religion too, as well as his-
tory in general, has also gotten all this wrong. Yet, our 
resurrection faith tells us differently. We are reminded, 
today especially, that we are meant to remain in Christ as 
Christ remains in us. We are also reminded that Jesus, 
the Incarnate God, is the vine upon which we grow, the 
branches that flow from the source of God’s life. 

Giving up our will to God’s can be a painful endeavor. It 
is not easy to set our own desires and wants aside and 
allow God to step in and direct and guide our growth. But 
this is the only way to prevent deadly weeds from over-
taking us and bringing us to a place of self-destruction. 
God’s commandments are the very guideposts and 
benchmarks we need, yet many seek to remove them 
from all public view because they appear to limit self-
expression and suppress what is considered by many to 
be “human freedom.” They are the only way we can find 
freedom, however. And, until we learn this fundamental 
lesson, we will continue to spiral out of control, never 
really knowing who we are, what our potential can be or 
how life really can be lived. We will not know peace. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Branching Out Isn’t Always What It’s Cracked Up to Be 

“That’s a really beautiful tree branch. Man, would you 
look at the bark on that thing? The others are real duds, 
but that low-hanging branch has really got it all to-
gether.” 

I’ve never heard anyone say this. Maybe I just need to 
hang out with more arborists, but I can’t recall ever hear-
ing someone admire the particular beauty of a single 
branch. When someone comments on a tree, it’s usually 
the whole tree — perhaps a visual element of it, like the 
color of the leaves or its height. But people don’t usually 
zero in on one branch. 

Maybe that’s because usually, if one branch is looking a 
little weak, chances are every other branch is, too. 

The Bible tells us that when we bear fruit as good eve-
ryday stewards, it is for the Father’s glory. We are the 
branch on His magnificent tree. What we have is from 
Him, and what we do likewise points back to Him. We 
also tend to reflect how well the other branches around 
us are incorporating the nutrients coming their way. 
That’s all fine and good in theory. In practice, it can be an 
arduous exercise in humility. 

When I do something virtuous or charitable or kind, 
there is a part of me that wants to stand out for it. We’ve 
given of ourselves in some way or overcome some hu-
man temptation to accomplish a little bit of good in this 
world, and even though we know God sees us, we’d 
really love for everyone else to see it, too. 

It’s a struggle, for sure. But we need to remember that 
our fruit belongs to the whole tree. 

A Big “Thank You!” 
To everyone who gave generously to the Easter Flower 

Fund, and weren't mentioned in the Easter Remem-
brances, your contributions helped make the church look 
beautiful.  Again, thank you to everyone! 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 10 a.m. or by         
appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  May 1, Bishop Gumbleton’s 53rd Anniversary 
4:30 p.m. Mass/Ushers’ Club Mothers Appreciation Day 
 Anthony Romej, for Health Req. by Gerard & Val Romej 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, May 2, 5th Sunday of Easter 
10 a.m. Mass/Ushers’ Club Mothers Appreciation Day 
 † Jean Smith, Req. by Joyce Budek 
   † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family 
     5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, May 3, Sts. Phillip & James 
No Mass 
Tuesday, May 4 
No Mass 
Wednesday, May 5, 9th Ann. Of Bishops Cepeda & 
Hanchon 
No Mass  
  6 - 7:30 p.m. Religious Education 
Thursday, May 6 
No Mass 
6:30 p.m. Reconciliation Liturgy 
Friday, May 7 
No Mass 
   9:30 a.m. Cleaning Group 1 
Saturday,  May 8 
10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 1st Communion Rehearsal 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Christine Frizzell, Req. by the Frizzell Family 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, May 9, 6th Sunday of Easter 
10 a.m. Mass/1st Communion 
 † Jean Smith, Req. by Lucy Pomorski 
        5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

The Office will be Closed Friday, May 14th. 

Weekly Offering 
April 18                                 Env. = 60 
Weekly…………………………..$2,713.00 
Used Books ............................ $5.00 
Poor Box ................................ $5.00 
Missalettes .......................... $12.00 
Easter ................................... $30.00 
Little Books ............................ $1.00 
Energy .................................. $25.00 
TOTAL…………………………..$2,791.00 

Readings for the week of May 2, 2021 
Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8 
Monday: 1 Cor 15:1-8/Jn 14:6-14 
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Jn 15:9-11 
Friday:  Acts 15:22-31/Jn 15:12-17 
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Jn 15:18-21 
Next Sunday: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/1 Jn 4:7-10/Jn 
15:9-17 

Sanctuary Lamp 
†Jean Smith, req. by Joyce Budek  

(May 2 - May 16) 
Jeanette & Steven, for Health, req. by  

Flo Felduchak 
(April 25 - May 9) 


