
Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

 
Since January 2021 

David Hernandez & Maite Alcantara 
Of Westland 

John Evans of Westland 
 

May 30, 2021 
Most Holy Trinity 

Please Note 
The last date to make an online gift to the CSA 2020 

fund is May 31, 2021. If they are mailing in a check to our 
processing center (at: The Archdiocese of Detroit, PO Box 
6047, Albert Lea, MN 56007-6647), it must be post-
marked by Friday, May 21, 2021 at the latest.  

Garage Sale 
The Parish Council is hosting 
a Garage Sale June 25th 
from 9-4 and June 26th from 
9-12.   We need donations. 
You can drop off your gently 

used items on Wednesday, June 23 from 5 p.m. to  8 
p.m. or Thursday, June 24 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  We are 
also looking for volunteers to help out on set up/tear 
down and selling.  We will need plenty of volunteers, es-
pecially some strong, able bodies.  For more information, 
or to volunteer, please call Judy Nichols at (586) 419-
5690. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To continue this work of the Holy Spirit, our 2021 

Catholic Services Appeal seeks to Fuel the Mission 
of our present moment. Each year, the CSA raises critical 
funds that support more than 170 ministries, services, 
and programs that fuel the mission. This mission is criti-
cal so we can respond to the material and spiritual needs 
of individuals and families throughout Southeast Michi-
gan. This is how we act from the heart, putting Christ and 
his mission above all else.   If you haven’t already done 
so, please give to the Catholic Services Appeal. 

The Parish Office and 
St. Vincent de Paul 
will be closed Mon-
day, May 30th for Me-
morial Day.  There will 
be a Memorial Day 
Mass at 9 a.m.  
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Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Rich Nicholson 
Ron Wrobbel 
Erin Maddix 
Delores Hart 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Florence Grace 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
William Haun 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Greg Goscicki 
Henry Johnson 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Eleanor Nibert 
Michael Mann 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Jesse Melendez 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Midlred Sova 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 
Bob Quesada 
Joe Kocsis 

Joseph Randazzo  
Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Mary Burczycki    
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Doug Vega   
Mike Brookes 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Cyndi Lombardi 
Rena Laverty 
 

May 30, 2021 
The Most Holy Trinity  

Let God be who God is. This 
is often one of the hardest 
things to do. Rather than al-
lowing the mystery of being 
created in the image and likeness of God unfold and take 
root in our lives, we change the dynamic. We want to be 
the creators who want to make God into the image and 
likeness we need God to be. We have a hard-enough 
time letting the people in our lives be who they are. We 
struggle even more so with God. It is almost as if we 
want God to be our imaginary friend who is not only with 
us whenever we need but becomes the Being we need 
God to be. Who is it that we want God to be today? A 
protector, disciplinarian, champion for justice, healer, 
advocate for our cause, grantor of prayers, guardian of 
my life, or the avenger? Our prayers tell an interesting 
story. When you pray, what does God look like? 

Recently, a young woman who was feeling invisible, 
overlooked, ignored, and misunderstood by her husband 
struggled to make her feelings known and get his atten-
tion. Finally, she screamed, “Listen to me!” Thus, birth 
was given to a renewed and healthier relationship. We 
spend so much time storming heaven with our agenda 
and trying to make God into a “god” of our desires that 
we do not hear God saying, “Listen to me!” God is des-
perately trying to get our attention. God is saying, I am 
here among you as not one but three, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.  Many people seldom notice God’s presence 
because they are so caught up with other spiritual cares 
and concerns. And, when the “god” they fashion and cre-
ate doesn’t produce as they desire, they shake the dust 
from their feet and move on. “I tried,” they exclaim, “but 
God didn’t listen.” 

Healthy relationships aren’t built on making someone 
be who we need them to be. Healthy relationships are 
built on encounters of persons and the development of 
an appreciation of someone solely for who they are. 
Deeper relationships can even be found with two people 
marveling at each other and almost experiencing a child-
like joy and giddiness when they see the other coming. 
Do you ever have these feelings about God? Believe it or 
not, God does for you! There is a joyful laughter that 
gives rise to and connects all three members of the Holy 
Trinity. It is this laughter, flowing from the very depths of 
the Godhead that not only keeps the Trinity in joyful 
unity but spills over into the creation of all beings and 
things. It is an expression of Divine Delight! Have you 
ever taken time away from your agenda to experience 
the Divine Joyfulness of God? 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
God Doesn’t Take a Break  

An acquaintance who works in church ministry once 
told me a story about one of the students she had in 
Faith Formation. This student informed my friend that his 
family doesn’t come to Mass in summer. “God takes a 
break in summer, and so do we,” he said. 

There’s a lot to unpack here. First, it’s tragic to think of 
anyone voluntarily missing out on the Eucharist for so 
long. It’s also a real problem in the church today that a 
lot of our folks don’t understand the beauty of the Sun-
day obligation. But if I had to dissect this situation and 
pinpoint the thing I find most troubling, it’s the idea of 
God taking a break. 

I hope it’s starting to look like summer where you are. 
We’ve still got a few weeks left before it’s official, but 
the school year should be winding up for most kids, the 
birds should be chirping a little louder, and hopefully 
your lawn is starting to green up nicely. You’re probably 
daydreaming about the annual cabin getaway weekend 
or waterskiing on the Fourth of July.  

All in all, summer is going to be a nice break, even if — 
like typical Americans — our break is full of productive 
work. 

Thank God — literally — that He doesn’t take a break, 
even if we do. Can we try to remember that, even in the 
midst of our many wonderful distractions? Let’s enjoy 
this summer. Let’s live it to the full. But let’s see it for the 
gift that it is — and remember the thanks we owe the 
Giver. 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  May 29 
   10 a.m. Cleaning Group 4 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Katherine Adamczyk, 10th Ann., Req. by Chirs Dixon 
 † Mildred Sova, Req. by Delphine Mazurek 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, May 30, Trinity Sunday 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Millie Sova, Req. by Darlene Lentini 
         5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, May 31, Visitation 
9 a.m. Mass 
   Parish Office and St. Vincent de Paul Closed 
Tuesday, June 1, St. Justin, Martyr 
No Mass 
Wednesday, June 2 
No Mass  
Thursday, June 3, Sts. Charles Lwanga and Companions 
11 a.m. Mass at Village of Westland 
6:30 p.m. Reconciliation Liturgy 
Friday, June 4 
No Mass 
Parish Office Closed 
   9:30 a.m. Cleaning Group 1 
Saturday,  June 5, St. Boniface 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † The Cubr Family, Req. by Toni Doupe 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, June 6, The Body and Blood of Christ 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family 
 † Millie Sova, Req. by Jean Shroat 
         5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Weekly Offering 
May 16                                 Env. = 67 
Weekly…………………………..$1,355.00 
Funerals ............................. $150.00 
FFC ..................................... $227.00 
Mass Int. .............................. $10.00 
Maintenance ....................... $40.00 
Utilities ................................ $85.00 
Religious Education ............. $50.00 
Poor Box ................................ $7.00 
TOTAL…………………………..$1,924.00 

Readings for the week of May 30, 2021 
Sunday:  Dt 4:32-34, 39-40/Rom 8:14-17/Mt 28:16-20 
Monday: Zep 3:14-18a or Rom 12:9-16/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5
-6 [6]/Lk 1:39-56 
Tuesday: Tb 2:9-14/Mk 12:13-17 
Wednesday: Tb 3:1-11a, 16-17a/Mk 12:18-27 
Thursday: Tb 6:10-11; 7:1bcde, 9-17; 8:4-9a/Mk 12:28-34 
Friday:  Tb 11:5-17/Mk 12:35-37 
Saturday: Tb 12:1, 5-15, 20/Tb 13:2, 6efgh, 7, 8 [1b]/Mk 
12:38-44 
Next Sunday: Ex 24:3-8/Heb 9:11-15/Mk 14:12-16, 22-26 

Sanctuary Lamp 
†Kathrine Adamczyk, req. by Chris Dixon 

(May 23 - June 6) 
Holdyn Bush, for Health., req. by Gerard & 

Val Romej 
(May 23 - June 6) 

The Parish Office will be 
closed on Friday, June 4th. 
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St. Vincent de Paul 
Donations 

When you make a monetary donation 
to St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) using your 
SVdP envelopes, 100% of your 
donation stays in our parish and is used 
to serve the needy here in our area of Westland.  Non-
monetary donations to St. Vincent de Paul, including the 
monthly food collection and the Christmas Giving Tree, 
are also used for the needy in our area.  Your monetary 
donations will be recorded on your year end statement 
for tax purposes. Unfortunately, we cannot accept 
receipts or record non-monetary donations for tax 
purposes.    Thank you very much for your generous gifts 
to St. Vincent de Paul!  

Our Prayer List for the Sick 
Frequently parishioners will call to 

place a family member or friend on the 
prayer list for a surgery or brief illness 
and forget to notify the office after 
their recovery.  Our prayer list has 
grown quite extensively so at the 
beginning of each quarter we will be 
refreshing our prayer list for the sick.  If there is someone 
who needs to remain on the sick list please contact the 
parish office. 

A Prayer for our Church 
 

Gracious God, we the family of Ss. Simon and Jude, 
thank you for the continuing opportunity to carry 
out our mission of service and outreach to each 

other and the greater community. 
Please show us the way to continue to grow and 

prosper as the Community of Ss. Simon and Jude. 
With heartfelt gratitude and love,  

we pray to you, Lord. Amen. 

Lighter Side 
 Are You Listening? 

A little girl was kneeling beside her bed with her 
mother and grandmother, softly saying her prayers. 
"Dear God, please bless Mommy and Daddy and all the 
family, and please give me a good night's sleep." 

Suddenly she looked up and shouted, "And don't forget 
to give me a bicycle for my birthday!" 

"There is no need to shout like that," said her mother. 
"God isn't deaf." 

"No," said the little girl, "but Grandma is." 
All Are Welcome 

 "I never go to church," boasted a wandering member. 
"Perhaps you have noticed that, Father?" 

"Yes, I have noticed that," said the pastor. 
 "Well, the reason I don't go is because there are so 

many hypocrites there." 
 "Oh, don't let that keep you away," replied the pastor 

with a smile. "There's always room for one more." 
Thou Shall Not Lie 

 A priest was walking down the street when he came 
upon a group of about a dozen boys, all of them between 
10 and 12 years of age. 

 The group had surrounded a dog. Concerned lest the 
boys were hurting the dog, he went over and asked, 
"What are you doing with that dog?" 

One of the boys replied, "This dog is just an old 
neighborhood stray. We all want him, but only one of us 
can take him home. So we've decided that whichever 
one of us can tell the biggest lie will get to keep the dog." 

 Of course, the priest was taken aback. "You boys 
shouldn't be having a contest telling lies!" he exclaimed. 
He then launched into a 10 minute sermon against lying, 
beginning, "Don't you boys know it's a sin to lie," and 
ending with, "Why, when I was your age, I never told a 
lie." 

 There was dead silence for about a minute. Just as the 
priest was beginning to think he'd gotten through to 
them, the smallest boy gave a deep sigh and said, "All 
right, give him the dog." 

Could You Please Help? 
We are looking for volunteers to come once a week to 

pick up trash from the church grounds.  We want our 
church to look beautiful, and others are volunteering 
their time to improve the gardens.  Depending on how 
many people we can get, volunteers for grounds clean up 
would only have to come one day per month to pick up 
trash and other discarded items.  Please contact Kristine 
at the Parish Office (734) 722-1343.  Thank you so much! 
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