
Book Discussion Group 
 We will again be meeting  at 7 p.m. in the 

Fr. Niecarz Hall on Thursday, July 8.  We are 
reading The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah. All 
are welcome!    

Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

We welcomed into our community of faith —             
 Milelenia Nova Rondeau,  
 daughter of Derek and Ravyn Pete, who   
was baptized at the Sunday, June 20th Mass.  

Congratulations! 

July 4, 2021 
14  th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

To continue this work of the Holy 
Spirit, our 2021 Catholic Services 

Appeal seeks to Fuel the 
Mission of our present mo-

ment. Each year, the CSA raises 
critical funds that support more 
than 170 ministries, services, and 
programs that fuel the mission. 
This mission is critical so we can 

respond to the material and spiritual needs of individuals 
and families throughout Southeast Michigan. This is how 
we act from the heart, putting Christ and his mission 
above all else.   If you haven’t already done so, please 
give to the Catholic Services Appeal. 
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July 4, 2021 
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

It’s all so ordinary that we can easily miss it. The sea-
gulls hunting and diving for mollusks at the beach offer a 
display of determination and precision as they gather 
their food for the day. It’s simply what these creatures 
do. Yet, there’s a magical artfulness and skill to their 
work that speaks volumes about the One who breathed 
life into their being. This is pretty much the way it is with 
God’s presence. God comes in common ways through 
common things and ordinary people. Sadly, we are so 
engulfed in our little worlds of order and ideas to notice 
the beauty and wonder of it all. Many have numbed 
themselves to the Divine spark at the essence of all life 
because that’s just the way it is. What’s so special about 
it? A sunset is a sunset and a seagull is a seagull. That’s 
precisely what they thought about Jesus too. After all, 
isn’t he just the carpenter’s son? What merit can his 
words possibly have? 

If we’re looking for God to come in an event that is so 
dramatic and intense that it knocks our socks off, then 
think again. When pondering God’s relationship with His 
people and God’s action in our lives, we have to go back 
to the stable and the recurring, creative, unending power 
of God’s presence. It was a quiet, run of the mill kind of 
night. There was nothing spectacular or extraordinary. To 
the naked eye, a woman gave birth to a child and there 
wasn’t anything extraordinary to see. We have a hard 
time understanding God’s ordinary-ness.  Jesus grew up 
in an ordinary town, had neighbors and did normal hu-
man things. Perhaps that’s why we don’t always like the 
Gospel. It doesn’t dazzle us with extraordinary things but 
simply challenges us to take a different look at our ordi-
nary stuff. That makes us uncomfortable. We prefer 
things as they are. Our lack of faith can even cause us to 
take offense at what Jesus says and does, dismissing it as 
folly. 

God’s life-giving presence continues to sustain that sea-
gull in flight and keep all things in being regardless of 
whether we have the faith to see and understand this. 
Our personal agendas, preconceived ideas, misconcep-
tions, and expectations can often cause us to be hard-
ened and blinded to what God is doing or desiring to do. 
While God continues to do what he has done for all eter-
nity, faith is needed for God’s presence to bear fruit. The 
blinders we wear and the expectations we bring to life 
can often prevent us from seeing graced moments that 
radiate with God’s graceful presence. They also prevent 
God’s transforming, healing, and hope filled vision for 
our world from being realized. Without faith, God won’t 
be able to do much for us either. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
The Prophecy of You and Me 

Prophet. There’s a heaviness to this word. It’s weighted 
down with meaning. We think of prophets and we think 
of Charlton Heston with wild hair and a booming voice, 
reaching out his hand to work wonders of nature by the 
grace of God. We think of prophets and we think of an-
cient Biblical history — someone far away, someone so 
removed from our everyday life. A prophet is someone 
who knows something we don’t. 

When I let you in on this secret, it might scare you at 
first: in a way, God is calling you to be a prophet. He is 
calling me. He is calling anyone who hears the truth of 
the Gospel. However, there is no need for the mega-
phone and the wild locusts. This prophet gig might not 
be what you’re thinking. 

What does a prophet do? He hears and testifies to the 
truth, even when it’s uncomfortable, even when it’s un-
popular, even when it results in, as Paul says, 
“weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions and con-
straints.” A prophet doesn’t have to be smart or rich or 
ordained; heck, he doesn’t even have to be particularly 
willing. 

All a prophet has to do is listen to the truth. The truth 
we receive from Christ, through the Gospel and the sac-
raments, is a mighty gift. But it is a gift that we are not 
meant to simply keep for ourselves. In possessing it, we 
are compelled to also pass it on, to share it, to let the 
Spirit set us on our feet. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  July 3, St. Thomas, Apostle 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Robert Webb, Req. by the Ushers’ Club 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, July 4, 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family 
         5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, July 5 
No Mass 
Parish Office Closed 
Tuesday, July 6, St. Maria Goretti 
No Mass 
Wednesday, July 7 
No Mass  
Thursday, July 8 
2 p.m. Mass at American House 
7  p.m. Book Discussion Group, “The Four Winds” 
Friday, July 9, Archbishop Vigneron’s 25th Anniversary 
No Mass 
9:30 a.m. Cleaning Group 2 
Saturday,  July 10 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Millie Sova, Req. by the Sova Family 
 † Al Pieknik & Lisa Corey, Req. by Rose Pieknik 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, July 11, 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Sr. Anne Mary Kirwin, Req. by the Parish 
         5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Ongoing 
Book Sale  

in the  
Parish Hall 

Weekly Offering 
June 20                                 Env. = 65 
Weekly…………………………..$1,602.00 
Utilities. ............................... $70.00 
Father’s Day. ........................ $15.00 
Maintenance ....................... $40.00 
Mass Intentions ................. $140.00 
Religious Education ............. $25.00 
Poor Box ................................ $7.00 
TOTAL…………………………..$1,759.00 

Readings for the week of July 4, 2021 
Sunday: Ez 2:2-5/Mk 6:1-6a 
Monday: Gn 28:10-22a/Mt 9:18-26 
Tuesday: Gn 32:23-33/Mt 9:32-38 
Wednesday: Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a/Mt 10:1-7 
Thursday: Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5/Mt 10:7-15 
Friday: Gn 46:1-7, 28-30/Mt 10:16-23 
Saturday: Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a/Mt 10:24-33 
Next Sunday: Am 7:12-15/Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10/Mk 6:7-
13 

Sanctuary Lamp 
†Millie Sova, req. by the Sova Family 

(July 4 - July 18) 
†Robert Webb, req. by the Ushers’ Club 

(June 27 - July 11) 
 

The Parish Office and St. Vincent de 
Paul will be closed Monday, July 5th. 

Father’s Day Mass Remembrance 
For:  † Charles Burke, † Sefeon Fedulchek 
    † J. Cicero 


