
Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

July 11, 2021 
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

To continue this work of the Holy 
Spirit, our 2021 Catholic Services 

Appeal seeks to Fuel the 
Mission of our present mo-

ment. Each year, the CSA raises 
critical funds that support more 
than 170 ministries, services, and 
programs that fuel the mission. 
This mission is critical so we can 

respond to the material and spiritual needs of individuals 
and families throughout Southeast Michigan. This is how 
we act from the heart, putting Christ and his mission 
above all else.   If you haven’t already done so, please 
give to the Catholic Services Appeal. 

The Garage Sale committee 
would like to pass along a sin-
cere THANK YOU to all the 
parishioners and their fami-
lies for the donations for our 
SS Simon and Jude Garage 
Sale.  A special THANK YOU to 

the Mother Cabrini Guild for their guidance in arranging 
the sale.  A huge THANK YOU to all of the volunteers for 
their help in setting up, conducting, and cleaning up after 
the sale.  We made $2,408.00 for our Parish! 
--Judy Nichols & Karen Finley 
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15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Maybe the work is best left to the professionals. That’s 
how many people view the preaching of the Gospel. 
That’s the stuff priests, religious, deacons, lay ministers, 
and other professional Church people do. It has little to 
do with me. Well, that’s not really true. The fact of the 
matter is that preaching the Gospel has everything to do 
with you, with all of us who are baptized members of the 
Body of Christ. Nobody gets off the hook from that job. 
The question is, however, how do we do it? Well, there’s 
a safe way, which many choose, to preach the Gospel — 
and the risky way.  The safe way pretty much keeps the 
Gospel in church and around like-minded people. I say 
my prayers, go to Mass, contribute to the food pantry, 
tithe, and attend Bible Study. That pretty much covers 
the bases, right? Wrong. 

The risky way is the more challenging way and for 
many, the “road less traveled.” Imagine those first disci-
ples going out and into people’s homes. They must have 
had some amazing conversations with folks about God’s 
kingdom, changing their hearts, forgiving sins, and look-
ing at the world differently. They must have met people 
who were hurting, exiled from their communities, ne-
glected, lost, or living self-insulated lives in a society that 
served the rich and neglected the poor. While there were 
many who welcomed what they had to say and the con-
versations they had, there were others who no doubt 
rejected them and literally tossed them out on their ears! 
The Gospel, while being a message of joy and hope, is 
not always received well by those who are very comfort-
able keeping things as they are.  

The risky way involves example and conversation. We 
have to take the Gospel from church and carry it with us 
wherever we go. What kinds of conversations do we 
have with others? We interact with those closest to us, in 
our work, social circles, institutions, corporations, in poli-
tics, and beyond. Our conversations with others reveal a 
great deal about how we see things and what we con-
sider important.  It will become a part of our everyday 
conversation and find its way into our interactions with 
others. How will we preserve the dignity of human life 
and encourage others to have a relationship with God? 
We must be the example, live value centered, virtuous 
lives, stand against injustice, combating racism, and learn 
ways to resolve conflicts without violence.  

If we are going to succeed going forward, we have to 
find a way to bring our prayer centered lives into the 
marketplace. Our conversations have to change. Not eve-
ryone wants to hear what the Gospel has to say. That’s a 
risk God asks us to take. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
What We Carry from Town to Town 

In my experience, there are two kinds of people: the 
folks who kick off their shoes the second they walk 
through the door, and the ones who don’t. 

People can feel strongly about this on both sides. The 
main thrust of the Shoes-Off Brigade seems to be this: 
we track a lot of weird stuff on the soles of our feet. Lit-
tle reminders of all the places we’ve been — whether it’s 
a private home or a public bathroom — cling to our 
shoes long after we leave. 

This same theory applies to our spiritual lives. As hu-
man beings and as disciples, we visit a lot of figurative 
towns and pick up a lot of figurative dust. Sinfulness. 
Shame. Defeat. Anger. Fear. Doubt. No matter how hard 
we try to keep free of it, these things have a way of at-
taching themselves to us, sometimes without us even 
noticing. We need to take a good look at what unhelpful 
and unconstructive baggage from our past we’re tracking 
into our present and future encounters. 

What is the “town” God is asking you to visit today in 
His name? Is it a tough conversation with a friend, a brief 
witness to a stranger in the checkout line, a call to be 
present to someone in your family? Before you go, re-
member, shake off the dust. Don’t let a past disappoint-
ment constrain you. Don’t allow yesterday’s failures or 
burdens to keep you from the joy of today’s witness, 
whatever form it might take. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Ongoing Book Sale in the Parish Hall 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  July 10 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Millie Sova, Req. by the Sova Family 
 † Al Pieknik & Lisa Corey, Req. by Rose Pieknik 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, July 11, 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Sr. Anne Mary Kirwin, Req. by the Parish 
         5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, July 12 
No Mass 
Tuesday, July 13 
No Mass 
Wednesday, July 14, St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
No Mass  
Thursday, July 15, St. Bonaventure 
No Mass 
Friday, July 16 
No Mass 
9:30 a.m. Cleaning Group 3 
Saturday,  July 17 
4:30 p.m. Mass/Baptisms 
 † Gilbert Burczycki, Req. by the Burczycki Family 
 † The Deceased Members of the Maly Family, Req. by  
       Toni Doupe 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, July 18, 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Sr. Bernadelle Thompson, Req. by the Parish 
         5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Weekly Offering 
June 27                                 Env. = 66 
Weekly…………………………..$2,112.00 
Utilities. ............................... $50.00 
FFC. .................................... $220.00 
Maintenance ....................... $50.00 
Mass Intentions ................... $40.00 
Religious Education ............. $20.00 
Poor Box ................................ $7.00 
Peter’s Pence ....................... $20.00 
TOTAL…………………………..$2,519.00 

Readings for the week of July 11, 2021 
Sunday:   Am 7:12-15/Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10/Mk 6:7-13 
Monday: Ex 1:8-14, 22/Mt 10:34—11:1 
Tuesday: Ex 2:1-15a/Mt 11:20-24 
Wednesday:  Ex 3:1-6, 9-12/Mt 11:25-27 
Thursday:   Ex 3:13-20/Mt 11:28-30 
Friday: Ex 11:10—12:14/Mt 12:1-8 
Saturday:   Ex 12:37-42/Mt 12:14-21 
Next Sunday: Jer 23:1-6/Eph 2:13-18/Mk 6:30-34 

Sanctuary Lamp 
†Millie Sova, req. by the Sova Family 

(July 4 - July 18) 
 


