
SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

Book Discussion Group 
 We will again be meeting  at 7 p.m. in the 

Fr. Niecarz Hall on Thursday, August 12. We 
are reading The Nickel Boys by Colson White-
head. Please join us for a very interesting eve-
ning!  

-Margaret Reyez & Kathy Lancaster   

Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Join the Ushers’ Club 

Saturday, August 7  

5:30 - 7 p.m. 
Selling Sundaes & Banana Splits 

Pizza (limited quantity) & pop  

will also be available for purchase. 

July 18, 2021 
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

To continue this work of the Holy 
Spirit, our 2021 Catholic Services Ap-

peal seeks to Fuel the Mission of 

our present moment. Each year, the 
CSA raises critical funds that support 
more than 170 ministries, services, 
and programs that fuel the mission. 

This mission is critical so we can respond to the mate-
rial and spiritual needs of individuals and families 
throughout Southeast Michigan. This is how we act from 
the heart, putting Christ and his mission above all else.   
If you haven’t already done so, please give to the Catho-
lic Services Appeal. 

As we wrap up last year’s CSA, thank you to those who 
were able to support the drive. We did not meet our 
goal; we are paying $9,000 out of the general fund for 
the difference. It was a long year filled with unsettling 
circumstances, COVID, our priest retiring, under/loss of 
employment, and so many more variables. It was the 
perfect storm. 

God does have a plan for everyone and everything, 
which includes our church. None of us know His plan, 
however, we can pray and listen for clarity. Please 
prayerfully consider support for this season’s CSA drive 
as we take steps together to focus on our commitments 
to compassion, continuous growth, and community out-
reach.  Thank you. 

Parish Office Hours for 
July:  Monday through 
Friday, 9 a.m. - Noon. 
St. Vincent De Paul Hours 
for July:  Monday, Tues-
day & Thursday, 9 a.m. - 
Noon.  

Donut Sunday is Back! 
The Usher’s Club will be hosting 
Donut Sunday on July 25th after 
Mass.  Come and join us in the Fr. 
Oldani Hall for a donut and bever-
age.  Donations appreciated. 
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July 18, 2021 
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

There’s an ordinary pine grove located on a tree farm 
not too far from town where life’s stresses and demands 
seem to melt away. It is here that all that seemed so im-
portant out there no longer is and one can get lost in the 
rows of trees and majestic beauty. God is here and all is 
good. We need to 
connect with the 
Divine Source of 
all that is in order 
to understand 
what it is we are 
doing and why we 
are doing it. Oth-
erwise, things 
stop making 
sense and bitterness can overcome one’s spirit. It’s okay 
to play once in a while and to discover that place of pro-
found life and peace. People always have needs and 
there is constantly something to do. And while all of that 
is necessary and we are needed, there is also that inner 
solitude within that needs to be celebrated and released. 

We all need a pine grove. It’s that little place we can go 
and leave all that consumes us behind. It’s a place where 
technology can be set aside and wonder, and awe given 
some time. We don’t have to text, calculate, or orches-
trate anything in the pine grove. It is a somewhat de-
serted place where all of that can be set aside and we 
can just be. The anger, frustration, exhaustion, discour-
agement, helplessness, and occasional apathy, all can fall 
to the ground like all of those pine needles that once 
held their place on the branch of a Frasier Fir. The nee-
dles can let go. We can let go. We are beings connected 
with Being and we all need to remember what really 
matters, who really matters and what life is truly all 
about. We need to find that place where we can rest and 
let go of all of the barnacles we accumulate. Rest, 
breathe, seek, and love. 

The world will need us again when we leave the pine 
grove. It will all be waiting for us, beckoning for our at-
tention. But we will have prayed and will have marveled 
at the silence and the beauty of goodness. We can go 
back, ready, and eager to listen, to help, to heal, to cry, 
to embrace, and attend to all that is asked of us. But, 
having let go of the distractions in that deserted place we 
will have a renewed sense of purpose. We will know bet-
ter Who it is we serve and what we are meant to do. It 
will all be clearer now that we have been Divinely 
touched and refreshed. 
©LPi 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
The Steward’s Work Is Never Done 

Woe to the shepherds who mislead and scatter the 
flock! When you hear these strong words from the Old 
Testament, you’re probably thinking, thank goodness I 
don’t have any sheep — dodged that bullet. Nobody mis-
led here! No flock scattered on my watch! However, we 
are all shepherds of a kind, called to tend our own sheep: 
our families, our parishes, our communities. 

But it’s exhausting. Don’t we all sometimes just want to 
take a break from being a steward? The excuses are so 
familiar: we’re tired, we’ve done enough, we’ve given all 
we can, what more does the parish (or my spouse, or my 
kids, or my boss, or my friends, or my community) want? 
We give ourselves permission to be selfish. So, what if 
the flock scatters just a little? 

Jesus gets that. We can just imagine him weary with 
exhaustion, can’t we? We see him on his boat, attempt-
ing to sneak away for a quick break — maybe just a 
chance to eat a bite of food in peace. He is God, but he 
was still human, after all. Even the most dedicated shep-
herds need to sleep. But people couldn’t leave him 
alone. They were hungry for him. They needed what he 
could offer, and they needed it now. 

As tough as it is, that’s the example we are tasked with 
imitating. Everyday Stewardship demands accountability. 
It demands our showing up even when we are tired. It 
demands that we look at our lives, our time, our ener-
gies, our talents, our hearts, our bank accounts and 
think: where do I still have more to give? 
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Ongoing Book Sale in the Parish Hall 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  July 17 
4:30 p.m. Mass/Baptisms 
 † Gilbert Burczycki, Req. by the Burczycki Family 
 † The Deceased Members of the Maly Family, Req. by  
       Toni Doupe 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, July 18, 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Sr. Bernadelle Thompson, Req. by the Parish 
       5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, July 19 
No Mass 
Tuesday, July 20 
No Mass 
Wednesday, July 21 
No Mass  
Thursday, July 22, St. Mary Magdelene 
No Mass 
Friday, July 23 
No Mass 
Saturday,  July 24 
    9:30 a.m. Cleaning Group 4 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Judy Trevino, Req. by Bob & Johanna Gadja 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, July 25, 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Sr. Marie Houle, Req. by the Parish 
    11 a.m. Doughnut Sunday hosted by the Ushers 
      5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Weekly Offering 
July 4                                  Env. = 70 
Weekly…………………………..$2,119.00 
Utilities. ............................... $30.00 
Maintenance ....................... $85.00 
Used Books Sale .................... $8.00 
Religious Education ............. $40.00 
Poor Box ................................ $7.00 
Peter’s Pence ....................... $15.00 
TOTAL…………………………..$2,304.00 
 
Online Giving for June ....$2,363.50 

Readings for the week of July 18, 2021 
Sunday: Jer 23:1-6/Eph 2:13-18/Mk 6:30-34 
Monday: Ex 14:5-18/Ex 15:1bc,-2, 3-4, 5-6 [1b]/Mt 12:38
-42 
Tuesday: Ex 14:21—15:1/Ex 15:8-9, 10 and 12, 17 [1b]/
Mt 12:46-50 
Wednesday: Ex 16:1-5, 9-15/Mt 13:1-9 
Thursday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
Friday:  Ex 20:1-17/Mt 13:18-23 
Saturday: Ex 24:3-8/Mt 13:24-30 
Next Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:42-44/Eph 4:1-6/Jn 6:1-15 

Sanctuary Lamp 
†Millie Sova, req. by the Sova Family 

(July 4 - July 18) 
 


