
Book Discussion Group 
 We will again be meeting  at 7 p.m. in the 

Fr. Niecarz Hall on Thursday, August 12. We 
are reading The Nickel Boys by Colson White-
head. Please join us for a very interesting eve-
ning!  

With Our Sympathy 
 We would like to extend our sympathy to  the 

family and friends of Florence Grace. Her Fu-
neral Ceremony was on Friday, July 16. 

 May her family and friends find comfort in 
their faith at this time and may Florence rest in eternal 
peace. 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

Join the Ushers’ Club 

Saturday, August 7  

5:30 - 7 p.m. 
Selling Ice Cream only this year! 

July 25, 2021 
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Kroger Rewards 
Another way to donate to our Parish is to shop at 

Kroger’s and sign up to give your reward points to Ss. 
Simon and Jude.  If you are an existing rewards member,  
go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com, sign in, click 
on Michigan and click on “Enroll.” Ss. Simon and Jude’s 
reward number is EU671. 

If you only shop occasionally at Kroger, use alternate 
rewards ID 734-722-1343.  You get the discount, and we 
get the points. 

Just check your receipt--it should say, “At your request, 
Kroger’s is donating to SS Simon and Jude”.  Thanks!! 

To continue this work of the Holy 
Spirit, our 2021 Catholic Services Ap-

peal seeks to Fuel the Mission of 

our present moment. Each year, the 
CSA raises critical funds that support 
more than 170 ministries, services, 
and programs that fuel the mission. 

This mission is critical so we can respond to the mate-
rial and spiritual needs of individuals and families 
throughout Southeast Michigan. This is how we act from 
the heart, putting Christ and his mission above all else.   
If you haven’t already done so, please give to the Catho-
lic Services Appeal. 

As we wrap up last year’s CSA, thank you to those who 
were able to support the drive. We did not meet our 
goal; we are paying $9,000 out of the general fund for 
the difference. It was a long year filled with unsettling 
circumstances, COVID, our priest retiring, under/loss of 
employment, and so many more variables. It was the 
perfect storm. 

God does have a plan for everyone and everything, 
which includes our church. None of us know His plan, 
however, we can pray and listen for clarity. Please 
prayerfully consider support for this season’s CSA drive 
as we take steps together to focus on our commitments 
to compassion, continuous growth, and community out-
reach.  Thank you. 

Parish Office Hours for July:  Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m. - Noon. 
St. Vincent De Paul Hours for July:  Mon-
day, Tuesday & Thursday, 9 a.m. - Noon.  

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
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July 25, 2021 
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. Oscar Romero said, “We cannot do everything, and 
there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. This en-
ables us to do something and to do it very well. It may be 
incomplete, but it is the beginning, a step along the way, 
an opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter and do the 
rest.”  

There were a group of ladies 
many years ago who made 
quilts. They were beautiful crea-
tions reflecting inspirational de-
signs artfully composed from the 
simple scraps of fabric each woman would bring to their 
individual pieces. There was no plan for the finished pro-
ject as each finished work became the combined crea-
tion of what each woman contributed. They abounded in 
vibrant colors and dazzled the beholder with intricate 
patterns and their myriad textures. They were so beauti-
ful that they became coveted family treasures passed 
from generation to generation. Those women never real-
ized the power of their work. Countless babies rested in 
the comfort of those quilts warmly nestled in the legacy 
of tradition they were fortunate to inherit. They adorned 
countless homes with their beauty and brought joy and 
solace to many faces.  

We cannot do everything. We are not meant to. Our 
work in life is to contribute our individual piece, a piece 
that reflects the unique thumbprint I claim as my own. 
We only have to do small things well. Then, as St. Oscar 
Romero reminds us, the Lord’s grace will enter and do 
the rest. We have to trust that this is true just as those 
women trusted in the eventual beauty of their final work. 

Eucharistic blessings are blessings that start small and 
multiply. We all come to life with only a few loaves of 
bread and a few fish. Not any single one of us has all that 
it takes to transform our world. Who knows what God 
will do with the little we have and how many will benefit 
from our kindness, compassion, wisdom, courage, con-
viction, love, warmth, zeal, faith, and hope? That young 
lad never dreamed that his few leftovers would do all 
that they did. God shows up in unexpected ways! Where 
would life’s adventure and fun be if it were any other 
way? Being able to be part of bringing God’s creative, 
transforming, healing to the world opens us up to won-
der, awe, and excitement! We can all bring our little 
piece to the bigger work of God that can result in being a 
coveted jewel passed generation to generation. This is 
good news indeed! 

Bread and wine transform into Christ’s Body and Blood 
and we become what we eat. Trust that. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
It’s All in the Basket 

St. Therese of Lisieux made a point of going the extra 
mile in kindness towards those people who really got 
under her skin. It was part of her own brand of Everyday 
Stewardship — thanking God for all His creation, even 
the parts with which, in her own humanness, she strug-
gled to cope. 

I think about this a lot when I challenge myself to give 
thanks for things that bother me and people who chal-
lenge me. When I do this, I envision Christ giving thanks 
over those insufficient loaves. How many of us would see 
that paltry little basket and kick a rock in frustration be-
cause we can’t feed all our people? “You didn’t give me 
enough, Lord! You didn’t give me enough patience, 
enough money, enough creativity, enough stamina to be 
a good steward. If you had given me more, I could also 
give more!” 

In those moments of despair, we need to take a good 
look at the life God has given us. We need to look at the 
trials and the challenges and the shortcomings. The 
hopes that didn’t pan out, the disappointments that keep 
cropping up. Somewhere therein lies what we need to be 
the steward God asks us to be, just as St. Therese’s own 
stewardship was defined by the people she simply could-
n’t stand. 

God does not give us all we want. He does not give us 
all we ask for. He does us one better: He gives us all we 
need. It’s all in the basket. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 

 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office Hours 9:30 a.m.-Noon / Mon – Fri .... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  July 24 
    9:30 a.m. Cleaning Group 4 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Judy Trevino, Req. by Bob & Johanna Gadja 
 † Millie Sova, Req. by The Mother Cabrini Guild 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, July 25, 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Sr. Marie Houle, Req. by the Parish 
    11 a.m. Doughnut Sunday hosted by the Ushers 
      5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, July 26, Sts. Joachim and Anne 
No Mass 
Tuesday, July 27 
No Mass 
Wednesday, July 28 
No Mass  
Thursday, July 29 
No Mass 
Friday, July 30, St. Martha 
No Mass 
Saturday,  July 31, Blessed Solanus Casey, OFM Cap. 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Raisa Mandruch, 2nd Ann., Req. by Chris Dixon 
 Joe Randazzo, for Health, Req. by Renee` Plante 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, August 1, 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by Adele Mazurek & Family 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Ongoing 
Book Sale  

in the  
Parish Hall 

Weekly Offering 
July 11                                  Env. = 58 
Weekly…………………………..$1,176.00 
Utilities. ................................. $2.00 
Maintenance ....................... $72.00 
Used Books Sale .................... $8.00 
Religious Education ............. $35.00 
FFC ..................................... $316.00 
Peter’s Pence ....................... $10.00 
Used Book Sale ...................... $4.00 
Mass Intentions ................... $20.00 
Hymnals Donation ............. $800.00 
TOTAL…………………………..$2,443.00 

Readings for the week of July 25, 2021 
Sunday:  2 Kgs 4:42-44/Eph 4:1-6/Jn 6:1-15 
Monday: Ex 32:15-24, 30-34/Mt 13:31-35 
Tuesday: Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28/Mt 13:36-43 
Wednesday: Ex 34:29-35/Mt 13:44-46 
Thursday: Ex 40:16-21, 34-38/Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 
Friday:  Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37/Mt 13:54-58 
Saturday: Lv 25:1, 8-17/Mt 14:1-12 
Next Sunday: Ex 16:2-4, 12-15/Eph 4:17, 20-24/Jn 6:24-
35 

Mud Hen’s Bus Trip 
The Ushers’ Club will host their annual Mud Hens bus 

trip on August 21st.  The bus will depart from the east 
parking lot at 5:45 p.m.  The bus will be smaller this year, 
so there are only 30 tickets available on a 1st come, 1st 
served basis.  Due to the bus and game ticket price in-
creases, we’ll have to raise our price to $30 per person--
1st ever increase.  Face masks must be worn to board the 
bus, but may be removed for snacks and refreshments.  
It must be noted that the smaller bus won’t have rest-
room facilities, but the bus ride is only about 1 hour.  
Please call Norm at (734) 748-3848 for tickets/questions. 
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Our Prayer List for the Sick 
Frequently parishioners will call to place a family 

member or friend on the prayer list for a surgery or brief 
illness and forget to notify the office after their recovery.  
Our prayer list has grown quite extensively so at the 
beginning of each quarter (January, April, July, and 
October) we will be refreshing our prayer list for the sick.   

If there is someone who needs to remain on our prayer 
list for the  sick list, please call the parish office or slide a 
note in the office window.  Thank you. 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Donations 

When you make a monetary donation 
to St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) using your 
SVdP envelopes, 100% of your 
donation stays in our parish and is used 
to serve the needy here in our area of Westland.  Non-
monetary donations to St. Vincent de Paul, including the 
monthly food collection and the Christmas Giving Tree, 
are also used for the needy in our area.  Your monetary 
donations will be recorded on your year end statement 
for tax purposes. Unfortunately, we cannot accept 
receipts or record non-monetary donations for tax 
purposes.    Thank you very much for your generous gifts 
to St. Vincent de Paul!  

We welcome into our community of 
faith —             
 Xander Jon Sobieski, son of Jonathan 
Ray Sobieski and Stephanie Nichols, 
 Adelyn Guadalupe Jimenez, daughter 

of Jose Jonatan Jimenez and Karen Oralia Dias Se-
cobar, and 

 Henry David Cords, son of David Mark Cords and 
Whitney Anhn Bauer 

— who were baptized on Saturday, July 17 & 24. 
Congratulations! A Prayer for our Church 

 
Gracious God, we the family of Ss. Simon and Jude, 
thank you for the continuing opportunity to carry 
out our mission of service and outreach to each 

other and the greater community. 
Please show us the way to continue to grow and 

prosper as the Community of Ss. Simon and Jude. 
With heartfelt gratitude and love,  

we pray to you, Lord. Amen. Lighter Side 
Marriage and Coffee 
Shortly after tying the knot, a young married couple 

started arguing over who should make the coffee. Being 
a good Christian woman, the wife went to the scriptures 
for her answer. She said that the Bible specifically stated 
that men should be the ones to make the coffee. 

Puzzled, the husband asked her where in the Bible it 
said that. Very confidently, the wife opened up her Bible 
and said, “It’s right here — HEBREWS.” 

The Kindergartener 
A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom as 

the children drew pictures. The teacher would occasion-
ally walk around and see each child’s artwork. As she ap-
proached one little girl who was working especially hard, 
she asked what the drawing was. 

The little girl told her: “I’m drawing God!” 
“But sweety,” the teacher replied, “no one actually 

knows what God looks like.” 
Automatically, the little girl continued drawing and 

said, “well, they certainly will in a minute!” 
No Pushing 
A little girl, dressed in her Sunday best, was running as 

fast as she could, trying not to be late for Bible class. As 
she ran, she prayed, "Dear Lord, please don't let me be 
late! Dear Lord, please don't let me be late!" As she was 
running and praying, she tripped on a curb and fell, get-
ting her clothes dirty and tearing her dress. She got up, 
brushed herself off, and started running again. As she 
ran, she once again began to pray, "Dear Lord, please 
don't let me be late ... But please don't shove me either!" 
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