
Book Discussion Group 
 We will be meeting  at 7 p.m. in the Fr. Nie-

carz Hall on Thursday, August 12, to discuss 
The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead. Please 
join us for a very interesting evening!  

  -Margaret Reyez & Kathy Lancaster 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

We Need Your Help … 
As you all know, we have not had a janitor or mainte-

nance person here at our church for years.  However, we 
are very fortunate to have active church group and multi-
talented parishioners who generously contribute their 
time and expertise in various ways to help, and we are 
very appreciative to each and every one of you.   

Today, with Fr. Joe’s approval, I am addressing you to 
ask everyone’s cooperation in keeping hall tables and 
chairs properly positioned after each use.  In both halls, 
we have framed illustrations of the required table and 
chair layouts with detailed instructions for their place-
ment.  We ask that you insure that everything is exactly 
how it was before your event started.  In other words, if 
you or your group moved it, please put it back the way it 
was.   If you sit on a chair, please push it back to the table 
when you get up; if you dropped something, pick it up.  
Ask members of your group to help before they leave.  
More hands make less work.  All of this is just common 
courtesy.  No one should have to pick up after anyone 
else.  It should be noted that all hall usages are recorded.  
If the hall is not in order after your use, you will be called 
to remedy the situation.  Please do your part in keeping 
our halls in proper order. 

 Thank you!      
-Norm Swope, President - Usher’s Club                                   

August 8, 2021 
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mud Hen’s Bus Trip 
The Ushers’ Club will host their annual Mud Hens bus 

trip on August 21st.  The bus will depart from the east 
parking lot at 5:45 p.m.  The bus will be smaller this year, 
so there are only 30 tickets available on a 1st come, 1st 
served basis.  Due to the bus and game ticket price in-
creases, we’ll have to raise our price to $30 per person--
1st ever increase.  Face masks must be worn to board the 
bus, but may be removed for snacks and refreshments.  
It must be noted that the smaller bus won’t have rest-
room facilities, but the bus ride is only about 1 hour.  
Please call Norm at (734) 748-3848 for tickets/questions. 
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The lens through which we view life makes a differ-
ence. It also determines who we choose to learn from 
and what we allow to shape our thoughts and feelings. 
For many, life is simply what it appears to be, a given 
that either through evolu-
tion or some other means 
just came to be. There is no 
apparent rhyme or reason 
to things and things can be 
dissected and understood 
only in terms of what they 
empirically present. To the 
person using this lens, a tree is a tree and a flower is a 
flower. Their composition and existence can be under-
stood only to the extent that current human knowledge 
allows. Through this lens, what gives life purpose and 
meaning? This lens has an essentially unknown beginning 
and definite end. Once those are accepted, the middle 
becomes some kind of pursuit of happiness, with values 
and principles being things that are self-created and 
found acceptable.   

But there is a Divine lens that also exists and deserves 
mention. It is found when one stumbles upon faith and 
begins to see things differently. This lens is of God and 
reveals a Divine Energy and Life that flows through and in 
all things. Faith then shows us that all that lives come 
from this one Source of Love.  This is the only true lens 
that can give human beings the purpose and meaning 
they desperately need. From this perspective, all of life is 
much more than what is immediately apparent! It now 
tells and reveals a story about God generous, creative, 
and unconditional love! The unfolding of the human 
story is the unfolding of God’s story. What meaning our 
lives have when they are viewed as a part of God’s love 
affair with humanity! We are indeed special. 

The lens of our faith asks us to learn from Jesus Christ. 
Jesus, as the real Bread of Life, shows us our eternal des-
tiny and completes and frames our lives. It is only in al-
lowing ourselves to be taught by Jesus, that faith, hope, 
and love take on much greater importance. All the rela-
tionships in our lives are now structured and ordered 
using God’s primary commandment of love. Jesus, then, 
is not just some man who lived at some point in history. 
Jesus is the incarnate Son of God who shows us the way, 
the truth, and the life. Using this lens changes things up a 
great deal. Looking at the creation that surrounds you 
and the special unique people you love, what is God try-
ing to teach you about His love for you and the eternal 
life He wants you to have? 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
What’s Your Hearth Cake? 

“Get up and eat, or the journey will be too much for 
you.” I’ve been to a lot of meetings in my years of work 
in the Church, and you can take my word for it: the ones 
with snacks just seem to go better. 

I don’t know what it is exactly. Maybe it’s just that peo-
ple are in a more agreeable mood if you show up with 
donuts. Or maybe it’s about the very real sense of com-
munity and camaraderie that is created at a table where 
people are engaging in that most human of tasks — eat-
ing — beside one another. I think a big part of it comes 
down to the simple fact that we’re all just nicer people 
when we’re fed. 

This rings true spiritually, too. We simply must remain 
fed if we, in turn, are to feed others. Think of a time 
when you have neglected your relationship with God — 
when you haven’t fed yourself with whatever it is that 
you need to remain committed to the journey of a Chris-
tian life. Is it Mass attendance? Is it prayer or Scripture 
reading? Is it time with your small group, or conversation 
with a trusted friend who knows your soul? What sus-
tains your ability to be a good disciple, a good steward? 
What inspires you to give more freely, to love more 
abundantly? 

Whatever it is, that’s your hearth cake. That’s your jug 
of water. Don’t neglect it. The Angel of the Lord is nudg-
ing you in your sleep: “Get up and eat, or the journey will 
be too much for you.” 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Office Hours 9 a.m.-Noon Mon, Tues, Thurs. 
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  August 7 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Eleanor Bennett, 24th Ann., Req. by Chris Dixon 
 † Millie Sova, Req. by the Sova Family 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
    5:30 - 7 p.m. Ushers’ Club Ice Cream Social 
Sunday, August 8, 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Al Pieknik & Lisa Corey, Req. by Rose Pieknik 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, August 9 
No Mass 
Tuesday, August 10, St. Lawrence 
No Mass 
Wednesday, August 11, St Clare 
No Mass  
Thursday, August 12, Bishop Reiss 18th Anniversary 
No Mass 
    7 p.m. Book Discussion Group, “The Nickel Boys” 
Friday, August 13 
No Mass 
    9:30 Cleaning Group 2 
Saturday,  August 14, St. Maximilian Maria Kolbe 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Gilbert Burczycki, 23rd Ann., Req. by the Burczycki 
    Family 
 † Bob Hickson, Req. by Toni Hickson 
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
    5:30 - 7 p.m. Ushers’ Club Ice Cream Social 
Sunday, August 15, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Bob Shane, Req. by Terry & Lee Collins 
 † Terance Subers, Req. by Terry & Lee Collins 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Ongoing 
Book Sale  

in the  
Parish Hall 

Weekly Offering 
July 25                                  Env. = 74 
Weekly…………………………..$3,135.00 
Utilities. ............................... $28.00 
Maintenance ....................... $10.00 
Used Books Sale .................... $7.00 
Religious Education ............. $15.00 
FFC ....................................... $50.00 
Baptisms ............................ $150.00 
Poor Box ................................ $5.00 
Mass Intentions ................... $30.00 
Hymnals ............................... $19.00 
TOTAL…………………………..$3,449.00 

Readings for the week of August 8, 2021 
Sunday:  1 Kgs 19:4-8/Eph 4:30—5:2/Jn 6:41-51 
Monday: Dt 10:12-22/Mt 17:22-27 
Tuesday: 2 Cor 9:6-10/Jn 12:24-26 
Wednesday: Dt 34:1-12/Mt 18:15-20 
Thursday: Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17/Mt 18:21—19:1 
Friday: Jos 24:1-13/Mt 19:3-12 
Saturday: Jos 24:14-29/Mt 19:13-15 
Next Sunday: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/1 Cor 

15:54b-57/Lk 11:27-28 Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 
10ab/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 

Sanctuary Lamp 
†Millie Sova, req. by the Sova Family 

(Aug. 8 - Aug. 22) 
†Eleanor Bennett, req. by Chris Dixon 

(Aug. 1 - Aug. 15) 


