
Altar Servers Needed 
 Our parish is in great need of more altar 

servers.  Talk to your children about this very 
important ministry.  The children have to 
have made their First Holy Communion and be in at least 
the third grade.  For more information or to become an 
altar server, call Carolyn Gregones at 734-765-3298. 

Book Discussion Group 
 We will be meeting  at 7 p.m. in the Fr. Nie-

carz Hall on Thursday, September 9, to dis-
cuss A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman. 
Please join us for a very interesting evening!  

  -Margaret Reyez & Kathy Lancaster 

With Our Deepest Sympathy 
 We would like to extend our sympathy to  the 

family and friends of Joseph Randazzo. His Fu-
neral Ceremony was on Friday, August 6. 

 May his family and friends find comfort in 
their faith at this time and may Joseph rest in eternal 
peace. 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

August 22, 2021 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The Parish Office  will be closed Thursday & 
Friday, August 26 & 27. 

Dear Parishioners 
We are happy to announce that a generous donor has 

donated half of the amount needed for a brand new set 
of parish hymnals, choral hymnals, and keyboard 
books!!  Our current hymnal set is 25 years old.  The new 
set is GIA Gather Comprehensive series 4, 2021.  The 
new set will reflect all of the musical changes that have 
taken place within the Catholic Church over the past 25 
years.   

We still need $400.00, thanks to the generosity of the 
Sr. Isadore.  If the Spirit leads you, please feel free to 
send in a check or money to the parish office with a note, 
"new parish hymnal project".  There will also be a dona-
tion basket in the gathering space to donate as well.  We 
have faith that we can raise the remaining amount and 
get the second half of the order placed soon.   

-Justin Hammis, Music Director  
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August 22, 2021 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Far be it from us to forsake the Lord for the service of 
other gods.” We struggle with our gods. They appear in 
the forms of things like money, power, prestige, popular-
ity, privilege, and self-fulfillment. We like these “gods” 
because they make us feel good and ask very little of us 
in return. When we wor-
ship them, we worship 
ourselves. How can you 
go wrong with that? We 
buy into the illusion that 
if something can give us a 
comfortable life, free of 
want and need, then it is 
worth setting other things aside to pursue it. In essence, 
we sell our souls. Our struggle with “who is God” and to 
whom do we belong is a real one and one that can easily 
find us empty and experiencing disillusionment. 

The devil tempted Jesus in the desert and promised 
him more. We are promised “more.” But in pursuing the 
more and the satisfying we lose track of the cost, and the 
cost is great. We sacrifice our very life in pursuit of some-
thing disguised as life. We sacrifice truth for something 
that only “feels” true. While the true and real God cer-
tainly promises us many things, many things are also re-
quired. It is not about the warm and secure feelings and 
self-absorption the world wants to provide, but of giving 
back. There can be no lukewarm stance with regard to 
faith. If we are in, then faith in Jesus Christ asks us to do 
some difficult things: work in service of God’s kingdom 
(not our own), love our enemies, offer no resistance to 
injury, that we must die to ourselves in order to find our-
selves, and trust that Jesus truly gives us his flesh and 
blood to eat and drink. These are hard things to accept 
and even harder to put into practice. It is no wonder that 
many, who may be attracted to Jesus at first, walk away 
in pursuit of the more self-satisfying gods. 

But truth is truth. If we cannot accept it from the lips of 
Jesus Christ, then where else will we find it? To whom 
can we go? There is only one source of truth and life, 
Jesus Christ. Jesus has the words of eternal life and if we 
do not go to him, then where else will we find this gift? 
But we must be faithful and buy into the whole package 
deal that requires sacrifice and fidelity. When we do, we 
find ourselves, through the Body and Blood of Christ, 
connected to the Source of all life and then intimately 
bound with our brothers and sisters. We all have to de-
cide whether we want to stay or go and if we can accept 
what Jesus has to say. It’s a choice we all have to make. 
©LPi 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Submission as Stewardship. 

We aren’t comfortable with the idea of submission. Our 
society champions equality, and rightly so — but it’s a 
mistake to think that submission is at odds with equality. 
To submit ourselves fully, we must first be free. We must 
first be our own masters. God has granted us that free-
dom with the salvation He offers. We are no longer the 
slaves of sin. Now He asks us to be subordinate to one 
another, in the name of Christ. 

What a completely uncomfortable task! What He’s ask-
ing is for us to be subordinate to the person who irritates 
us the most. The person we really can’t stand. The per-
son who doesn’t respect us or appreciate what we have 
to offer. The person we think we’re smarter than, more 
talented than. The person we envy. 

That’s the real challenge of stewardship, isn’t it? Subor-
dination. Inconveniencing myself by giving of time, of 
money, of relationship. Putting the needs or wants of 
another above my own when they haven’t done anything 
special to earn it. 

I invite you to consider the cross — the most radical 
expression of submission, and of stewardship, that ever 
existed. If there was ever someone who deserved superi-
ority, isn’t it the God who let Himself be nailed to a tree, 
who gave so freely of His life, His body, His blood, His 
everything? 

To look at him in his agony is to truly understand the 
beauty of submission — of laying down what you have 
for the good of the other. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Office Hours 9 a.m.-Noon Mon, Tues, Thurs. 
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 
Tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin! 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  August 21, St. Pius X 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Millie Sova, Req. by Betty Caruso 
 † Deceased Members of the Doupe Family, Req. by  
    Toni Doupe 
No Confessions 
    5:45 p.m. Ushers’ Club Mud Hens Game 
Sunday, August 22, 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 For the Health of Mary Morgan, Req. by Noreen Miles 
 † Marilyn Stretten, Req. by Noreen Miles 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, August 23 
No Mass 
Tuesday, August 24, St. Bartholomew 
No Mass 
Wednesday, August 25 
No Mass  
Thursday, August 26 
No Mass 
Parish Office Closed 
Friday, August 27, St. Monica 
No Mass 
Parish Office Closed 
    9:30 Cleaning Group 3 
Saturday,  August 28, St. Augustine 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Ronald Mazurek, Req. by Delphine Mazurek 
 † Florence Grace, Req. by the Mother Cabrini Guild     
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, August 29, 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Wanda Kusz, 13th Anniversary., Req. by Chris Dixon 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Ongoing 
Book Sale in 

the Parish 
Hall 

Weekly Offering 
August 8                               Env. = 49 
Weekly…………………………..$1,655.00 
FFC ....................................... $40.00 
Poor Box ................................ $7.00 
Assumption .......................... $40.00 
Hymnals ................................. $1.00 
Energy .................................. $60.00 
Grounds/Maintenance ........ $10.00 
Used Books ............................ $9.00 
Religious Education ............. $10.00 
TOTAL…………………………..$1,832.00 

Readings for the week of August 22, 2021 
Sunday:  Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-
32/Jn 6:60-69 
Monday: 1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10/Mt 23:13-22 
Tuesday: Rv 21:9b-14/Jn 1:45-51 
Wednesday:  1 Thes 2:9-13/Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday:  1 Thes 3:7-13/Mt 24:42-51 
Friday: 1 Thes 4:1-8/Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday: 1 Thes 4:9-11/Mt 25:14-30 
Next Sunday: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27/Mk 
7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Sanctuary Lamp 
†Millie Sova, req. by the Sova Family 

(Aug. 8 - Aug. 22) 


