
Book Discussion Group 
 We will be meeting  at 7 p.m. in the Fr. Nie-

carz Hall on Thursday, September 9, to dis-
cuss A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman. 
Please join us for a very interesting evening!  

With Our Deepest Sympathy 
 We would like to extend our sympathy to  the 

family and friends of Robert Savage. His Funeral 
Ceremony was on Thursday, August 26. 

 May his family and friends find comfort in 
their faith at this time and may Robert rest in eternal 
peace. 

Ss. Simon and Jude  Church 

32500 Palmer Road   Westland, MI 48186-4773 

catholic 

Parish Mission Statement - We, the community of Ss. Simon and Jude, a family in communion with Jesus Christ, continuously strive to achieve a 
unified and active parish through our commitments to compassion, continuous growth and community outreach. We pledge to achieve our mis-
sion by establishing open relationships of trust in each other in order to selflessly serve our diverse membership.  

August 29, 2021 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Road Rally - Fun for All! 
What are you doing Saturday, 

September 18th?  We are host-
ing a Road Rally (maximum 
teams of 4 @ $20 per vehicle).  
Come join the Ushers’ Club for 
a fun-filled evening; check-in 
begins at 6:15 p.m.  No, not a scavenger hunt, not a 
treasure hunt - just follow direction by solving games and 
puzzles.  Save the date - tell your friends and spread the 
word.  Pre-reservations are required, just call Norm at 
(734) 748-3848 or Bob at (734) 728-1247.  

Dear Parishioners 
We are happy to announce that generous donors have 

donated 3/4 of the amount needed for a brand new set 
of parish hymnals, choral hymnals, and keyboard 
books!!  Our current hymnal set is 25 years old.  The new 
set is GIA Gather Comprehensive series 4, 2021.  The 
new set will reflect all of the musical changes that have 
taken place within the Catholic Church over the past 25 
years.   

If the Spirit leads you please feel free to send in a check 
or money to the parish office with a note, "new parish 
hymnal project".  There will also be a donation basket in 
the gathering space to donate as well.  We have faith 
that we can raise the remaining amount and get the sec-
ond half of the order placed soon.   

-Justin Hammis, Music Director  
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Please contact the parish office if there is someone that no 
longer needs to be on our prayer/sick list.  Thank you. 

Therese Brogowski 
Julie Bjerk 
Barb Phillips 
Jay Richards 
Quincy Frank 
Donna Hiollis 
Lori Mercier 
Rich Nicholson 
Ron Wrobbel 
Erin Maddix 
Delores Hart 
David Boguslawski 
Bob Savage 
Ida Pardee 

Robert Bur 
Taylor Day 
Irene Wurster 
Jo Hamm 
Ron Hays 
Camille Heraghty 
Andy Scheik 
Stacy Peabody 
Mustafa Harasili 
William Haun 
Ezra Mack 
Roberta Tindell 
Greg Goscicki 
Henry Johnson 
Becky Martindale 
Rachel Palecki 
Michael Mann 
Dorthea Hunsinger 
Joseph Smith 
Kevin Pardee 

Don Iminski 
Rachel Lear 
Lillian Lombardi 
Sienna  Lombardi 
William Erickson 
Gavin Ramirez 
Rudy Sedlarik 
Jesse Melendez 
Mary Painter 
Brenda Painter 
Carol Mikaelin 
Laura Nowak 
Bill Ziemba 
Journey Rehnlund 
James Peltier 
Eugenia Ozga 
Bob Quesada 
Joe Kocsis 
Russ Nowaczck 

Joseph Randazzo  
Don Sabourin 
Manuel Sanchez 
Scott Sedlarik  
Chris Trembley 
Patrick Suchy 
Mary Burczycki    
Cohen Frank 
Rose Pieknik 
Doug Vega   
Mike Brookes 
Gerard Painter 
Helena Walczowski 
Paula Rehnlund 
Stan Armstrong 
Cyndi Lombardi 
Rena Laverty 
Warren Serkin 
Mary Morgan 
 

August 29, 2021 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Albert Einstein said that the “true measure of intelli-
gence is not knowledge but imagination.” Being a disciple 
of Jesus Christ requires a great deal of imagination. It is 
not enough to simply attend to facts, rules and rituals 
and consider the job done. Quite contrarily, the Gospels 
demands creativity, of trying to discern how to put flesh 
on the Beatitudes and prop-
erly serve God’s children. Je-
sus never doled out a top 
down agenda. Not once did 
he ever demand conformity 
over conversion or sacrifice 
over mercy. The Gospel is al-
ways about putting people in touch with their compas-
sionate, forgiving, and unconditionally loving God and 
meeting them where they are. 

For Jesus, it often meant breaking a few rules. Well re-
spected and time-honored traditions had to be set aside 
in order to attend to what really mattered. God’s com-
passion, mercy and true conversion were always the 
trump cards. The story of the Good Samaritan, healing on 
the Sabbath, and bypassing of purification rituals all dis-
play this theme. Human beings can get too hung up on 
protocol and tradition. This is so much so that often pre-
serving all of these things is of greater concern than the 
beggar knocking on our door or the sinner looking for 
mercy. It is no wonder, then, that we can easily become 
hypocritical. Many can see us on our knees in prayer 
while our true heart and actions, rooted in judgment and 
self-preservation, are hidden from others. It is a trap into 
which we can easily fall. Who cares how we live our lives 
as long as our hands are properly washed! 

Here enters the need for imagination and the distinc-
tion of truly being a wise and intelligent person. It takes a 
good measure of creativity and a lot of guts to really be a 
doer of God’s word and not merely a hearer. Being a per-
son who doesn’t just tell people about God but shows 
people God requires courage and ingenuity. That’s why 
people like St. Francis of Assisi and St. Teresa of Calcutta 
are timeless. Their genuineness speaks volumes genera-
tion to generation. It’s risky business taking the step to 
allow God into our hearts. Permitting God to release us 
from the grip of our evil thoughts, infidelity, greed, mal-
ice, sexual improprieties, licentiousness, envy, arrogance, 
folly, and the like takes courage. That’s why we prefer to 
spend our energy rearranging the future rather than take 
measures to secure a foundation that is most certainly 
crumbling. 
©LPi 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Give it all Back 

Pop culture has given us a unique idea of the term jus-
tice. Justice, we often think, is about taking. Taking 
what’s owed. Taking revenge. Taking what we deserve. 
This worldview tends to make mincemeat of our Catholic 
social teachings. Seeking the good of the poor, a call to 
community and participation, solidarity — on the face of 
it, in a society where everything must be earned and we 
are encouraged to hoard for ourselves whatever success 
we can achieve, these principles look a lot like highway 
robbery. 

But when you remember the presence of an omnipo-
tent, all-loving and all-merciful God, it turns our gunsling-
ing sense of justice on its head. For how does justice in-
habit the same universe as a God who is so quick to give 
and indeed to forgive? 

Well, very easily, when we remember Who exactly is 
the source of every good and perfect thing in this world. 
There is no law that cannot be traced back to the Word. 
And the Word saves our souls. 

Is that justice? No, that is a gift. It is the reckless, indul-
gent gift of a father whose love is greater than His anger. 
What is justice in the Biblical sense? 

The answer is simple. Look at your life. See the hours in 
your day? See your spouse, your kids, your grandkids? 
See the house they live in, the money in your wallet, the 
food in your fridge, the breath in your lungs? 

Calling it all your own, refusing to share any of it — 
that’s robbery. Giving it all back to the One who gave it 
to you — that’s justice. 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church 

32500 Palmer Rd. — Westland, MI 48186 
Phone 734-722-1343       Fax 734-326-5466 

    Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-Noon 
    Parish Office E-mail:  pastor@stssimonandjude.com 
    Website:  www.stssimonandjude.com 
    SVDP Office Hours 9 a.m.-Noon Mon, Tues, Thurs. 
 

Rev. Joseph Plawecki, Administrator 
 

     Kristine Melendez, Secretary................................. 722-1343 
     Maria Rivera, Bookkeeper ....................................  722-6830 
     Justin Hammis, Music Director .............................  326-6683 
     Religious Education Office .................................... 326-6814 
     Margaret Reyez, Middle/High School Rel. Ed.. (C) 301-1941 
     Mary Ann Kocsis, Grade School Rel. Ed. ........ (H) 629-4767 
     Sue Webb, Youth Minister ..................................... 788-9362 
     Judy Nichols, Pastoral Council Chair ............. 586-419-5690 
     Sally Sztrecska, Finance Council Chair ................. 729-3965 
     Norm Swope, Ushers’ Club President ............. (H) 595-8327 
     Sherrin Sedlarik, Mother Cabrini Guild Pres.  .. (H) 721-1365 
     Joe Kocsis, Hall Rentals/Funeral Luncheons ........ 410-9613 
     SVDP Office  ......................................................... 326-7323 
      

     Schedule of Masses:  
     Saturday afternoon ................................................. 4:30 p.m.  
     Sunday morning ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 
       

Baptism 
Parents intending to have their infants and children (ages 0-5) receive 
the Sacrament of Baptism, must first be a registered parishioner. 
There is an additional requirement of attendance of one class of in-
struction the Tuesday evening before the scheduled baptism. Bap-
tisms are during the Mass the third full weekend of the month alternat-
ing each month between Saturday and Sunday Masses.  Please con-
tact the parish office to schedule a baptism.  

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. or 
by appointment. There is a Reconciliation Liturgy the first Thursday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m., unless there is a holiday conflict. There are 
additional reconciliation services scheduled during Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick 
This is primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual 
strengthening. The sacrament is administered to those facing serious 
surgery or illness. If you desire this sacrament, please call the Parish 
Office. We offer a communal Anointing  service in the spring and fall. 

Marriage 
Couples desiring to marry should contact Fr. Joe by calling the parish 
office. Arrangements must be made at least nine (9) months prior to 
the wedding. The couple (or one party) must be a registered parish-
ioner. 

This Week in Our Parish 
 

Saturday,  August 28, St. Augustine 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Ronald Mazurek, Req. by Delphine Mazurek 
 † Florence Grace, Req. by the Mother Cabrini Guild     
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, August 29, 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Wanda Kusz, 13th Anniversary, Req. by Chris Dixon 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 
Monday, August 30 
No Mass 
Tuesday, August 31 
No Mass 
Wednesday, September 1 
No Mass  
Thursday, September 2 
11 a.m. Mass at Village of Westland 
6:30 p.m. Reconciliation Liturgy 
 † Michael Lancaster, Req. by Kathy Lancaster 
Friday, September 3, St. Gregory the Great 
9 a.m. Mass 
 David T. Boguslawski, For Successful Surgery, Req. by  
 RoseAnn Boguslawski 
    9:30 Cleaning Group 1 
Saturday,  September 4 
4:30 p.m. Mass 
 † Leonard Kempisty, Req. by Merle Kempisty 
 † Millie Sova, Req. by the Sova Family     
5:30 p.m. Confessions 
Sunday, September 5, 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10 a.m. Mass 
 † Tillie Sosnowski, 20th Anniversary., Req. by Chris  
      Dixon 
 † Thomas Mazurek, Req. by the Adele Mazurek &   
    Family 
    5 p.m. Sunday Stitchers 

Ongoing 
Book Sale in 

the Parish 
Hall 

Weekly Offering 
August 15                           Env. = 128 
Weekly…………………………..$1,726.00 
FFC ....................................... $97.00 
Poor Box ................................ $7.00 
Assumption ........................ $180.00 
Hymnals ............................. $423.00 
Energy .................................. $60.00 
Grounds/Maintenance ........ $40.00 
Easter Flowers ..................... $10.00 
Religious Education ............. $40.00 
Mass Intentions ................... $70.00 
Hall Rentals ........................ $260.00 
TOTAL…………………………..$2,913.00 

Readings for the week of August 29, 2021 
Sunday: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27/Mk 7:1-8, 
14-15, 21-23 
Monday: 1 Thes 4:13-18/Lk 4:16-30 
Tuesday: 1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11/Lk 4:31-37 
Wednesday: Col 1:1-8/Lk 4:38-44 
Thursday: Col 1:9-14/Lk 5:1-11 
Friday:  Col 1:15-20/Lk 5:33-39 
Saturday: Col 1:21-23/Lk 6:1-5 
Next Sunday: Is 35:4-7a/Jas 2:1-5/Mk 7:31-37 

Sanctuary Lamp 
†Millie Sova, req. by the Sova Family 

(Aug. 29 - Sept. 12) 
†Wanda Kusz, req. by Chris Dixon 

(Aug. 29 - Sept. 12) 

The Parish Office and St. Vincent de Paul will be 
closed Monday, September 6, for Labor Day. 
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St. Vincent de Paul 
Donations 

When you make a monetary donation to 
St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) using your SVdP 
envelopes, 100% of your donation stays in our parish 
and is used to serve the needy here in our area of 
Westland.  Non-monetary donations to St. Vincent de 
Paul, including the monthly food collection and the 
Christmas Giving Tree, are also used for the needy in our 
area.  Your monetary donations will be recorded on your 
year end statement for tax purposes. Unfortunately, we 
cannot accept receipts or record non-monetary 
donations for tax purposes.    Thank you very much for 
your generous gifts to St. Vincent de Paul!  

Altar Servers Needed 
 Our parish is in great need of more altar 

servers.  Talk to your children about this very 
important ministry.  The children have to 
have made their First Holy Communion and be in at least 
the third grade.  For more information or to become an 
altar server, call Carolyn Gregones at 734-765-3298. 

Our Prayer List for the Sick 
Frequently parishioners will call to 

place a family member or friend on the 
prayer list for a surgery or brief illness 
and forget to notify the office after 
their recovery.  Our prayer list has 
grown quite extensively so at the 
beginning of each quarter we will be 
refreshing our prayer list for the sick.  If there is someone 
who needs to remain on the sick list, or can be taken off, 
please contact the parish office. 

A Prayer for our Church 
 

Gracious God, we the family of Ss. Simon and Jude, 
thank you for the continuing opportunity to carry 
out our mission of service and outreach to each 

other and the greater community. 
Please show us the way to continue to grow and 

prosper as the Community of Ss. Simon and Jude. 
With heartfelt gratitude and love,  

we pray to you, Lord. Amen. 

  
  

 This is OUR church home, and we need to work 
together to keep it secure and looking its best!    
 We do not have a custodian or a maintenance 
person so we rely on our volunteers and organiza-
tions to handle repairs and  vacuum/dust the 
church and gathering area weekly.   
 It is very important that ALL of us be more mind-
ful and considerate in making sure all doors are se-
curely locked and the lights are turned off, espe-
cially if you’re the last to leave.  Don’t leave left-
overs in the refrigerators thinking someone else 
might use it—they won’t. Dispose of used table-
cloths, empty the coffeepot, and take out the trash. 
 Help keep our church clean and safe by following 
these few simple rules— 
 If you open it, close it. 
 If you unlock it, lock it up. 
 If you turn it on, turn it off. 
 If you break it, admit it. 
 If you can’t fix it, let the office know. 
 If you borrow it, return it. 
 If you make a mess, clean it up. 
 If you move it, put it back. 
 If it belongs to someone else and you want to 
 use it, get permission. 
 If you don’t know how to operate it, leave it 
 alone. 
 If it will brighten someone’s day - say it! 
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